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This thesis focuses on the clinical and genetic aspects of adenocarcinomas of 

the distal oesophagus and gastric cardia. It has been a challenge to attempt 

to unravel some of the processes involved in the carcinogenesis and to 

contribute to the development of new treatment strategies for this aggressive 

disease. 

The work was performed at the Academic Medical Center, Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands. For clinical assessments, data from the department of surgery 

on patients operated upon for adenocarcinomas of the distal oesophagus or 

gastric cardia were used. Histopathologica data were derived from archives at 

the AMC department of pathology. Most of the laboratory experiments 

utilised to develop gene therapy were conducted at the AMC Liver Center. 

Immunohistochemical stainings for the detection of micrometastases were 

carried out at the surgical laboratory of the University Hospital Eppendorf, 

Hamburg, Germany. Finally, the author of this thesis was also able to perform 

part of her research at the Biomedicum Helsinki, University of Helsinki, 

Helsinki, Finland to optimise the development of a new prognostic marker 

and to initiate a new biochemical treatment strategy for patients with 

oesophageal cancer. 
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