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Preface 

Most of the data used for this derive from a study that was funded by The Dutch Organization 
for Scientific Research (Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek, NWO). 
Moreover, the Amsterdam School of Communications Research ASCoR supported my Ph. D. 
project from 1998-2002. I wish to thank these two institutions sincerely. In particular, I am 
grateful to Sandra Zwier of ASCoR who always had a sympathetic ear for my suggestions and 
helped me to solve many of the problems a foreigner is confronted with. 

Holli Semetko supervised the project and I thank her for her generous support throughout the 
past four years. She often trusted my ideas more than I did and left me the intellectual 
freedom to further develop them. Much of this book would not exist without her. Susan 
Banducci and Jeff Karp helped me in many respects. They read drafts, were my technical 
support, and provided first aid when statistical models had collapsed. I thank Wouter van der 
Brug and Martin Kroh for a lot of helpful discussions about statistical problems. Always 
relaxed and supportive, they made me aware of several shortcomings, but also of strong 
aspects of my analyses. I am grateful to Klaus Schónbach and Cees van der Eijk for the many 
challenging and inspiring talks. I have probably learned more about social science in the 
"Balmoral" and the "Atrium" by talking to them than from several books I have read. My 
office mate Floor Arts patiently supported me in my continuous struggle with some of the last 
mysteries of life - the Dutch language and software from Seattle. Last but not least, I would 
like to thank Edmund Lauf and Claes de Vreese. Many of my ideas evolved in the 
collaboration and discussions with the two of them. Edmund always reminded me of the fact 
that social science is first and foremost a craft and had an admirable willingness to discuss 
even my occasionally somewhat unorthodox ideas and problems. We did not solve all of the 
problems, but at least we know now what to explore in the next 122 years or so. Claes and I 
collaborated as Ph. D. students in a larger project. In the past four years, we spent several 
Sunday afternoons in unheated university buildings cleaning data sets or writing papers. It is 
not least his insights, optimism, and contagious get-up-and-go that made it a pleasurable 
experience. 

I dedicate this book to the memory of my grandmother Toni Kraus who died in October 2001. 

Jochen Peter 




