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Appendixx 3 Structures of Housing Provision (Ball, 1998,1992,1983, Ball, Harloe and 
Martens,, 1988) 

Thee structure of housing provision thesis (SHP) was developed by Ball and via the work of 
Harloee and Martens (Ball, 1998, 1992, 1983, Ball, Harloe and Martens, 1988). In a recent 
revieww of various approaches (1998), he maintained that the SHP approach is still valid and 
usefull as a prompt for empirical research in comparison with actor centred and institutionally 
focusedd approaches. According to Ball, a structure of housing provision 

specifiesspecifies the nature of the social agents involved in the provision of a particular 
formform of housing and their inter linkages. Producers, consumers and financiers 
inin different guises all have their place within structures of provision. Actual 
structuresstructures of housing porvision, however, are empirical constructs and cannot 
bebe theoretically deduced, although obviously theory has to be applied in their 
analysis.analysis. (Ball, Harloe and Marteens, 1988:29) 

Nott only are the agents and their relations important, but their contexts: government policies, 
economicc strategies such as wages, competition in the money market, and movements in 
interestt rates (1983:18-19). 

Almostt twenty years ago, Ball (1983) provided a detailed examination of the home ownership 
inn Britain, using SHP as a prompt to ensure comprehensive coverage of the various 
interconnectedd relations and their contingent contexts, as illustrated below. 

StructureStructure of Owner Occupied Housing Provision in Britain (Ball, 1983:18) 
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