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Critica ll  Realism and Housin g Studie s addresse s a numbe r of 

fundamenta ll  issue s in housin g and comparativ e research . It asks why 

differen tt  housin g 'solutions' , such as sprawlin g Australia n home 

ownershi pp and compac t Dutc h socia l renta l housin g have evolve d sinc e 

thee 19th century . The book carefull y justifie s why explanatio n for 

differen tt  housin g solution s lies beyon d the descriptio n of key events , 

policie ss and housin g outcomes . It argues the case for a new ontologica l 

perspectiv ee in housin g studie s - that of critica l realism , whic h direct s 

attentio nn toward s the causa l tendencie s of complex , open and 

structure dd housin g phenomena . From thi s perspectiv e an argumen t is 

madee for the definitio n key socia l arrangement s that promot e differen t 

housin gg solutions , to be abstracte d fro m concret e historica l case stud y 

research .. These dynami c arrangement s concer n the propert y rights , 

circui tt  of saving s and investmen t as wel l as labou r and welfar e relation s 

tha tt  develo p differentl y over tim e and space and are considere d to 

influenc ee alternativ e pathway s in housin g history . 

Inn thi s book readers wil l fin d thre e distinc t but relate d parts . The firs t 

evaluate ss ontologica l and methodologica l alternative s for comparativ e 

housin gg research ; the secon d provide s two historica l case studie s 

inspire dd by critica l realis t ontology ; and the thir d and fina l part 

compare ss the causa l tendencie s tha t can explai n divergin g housin g 

pathway ss in Australi a and The Netherlands . 

Critica ll  Realism and Housin g Studie s is an accessibl e and constructiv e 

bookk for anyon e intereste d in methodologica l and conceptua l issue s in 

housin gg and urban research . It demonstrate s the practica l significanc e 

off  philosoph y in perceivin g housin g and urban histor y and, in 

particular ,, illustrate s the usefulnes s of critica l realis m in conceptualisin g 

researc hh issue s and developin g explanator y strategies . 
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