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Appendixx B 

TechnicalTechnical appendix content analysis 

E U ROO LAUNCH STUDY. For the euro study, coders were trained during January 
andd February 1999 and coding took place between February and April 1999. 
Inter-coderr reliability tests were conducted on a randomly selected sub-sample 
off  10% of the news stories in the 10 days sub-sample period. 

Topic:: The main categories were: 'Introduction of the euro' (e.g. prepara-
tionss for the euro, exchange rate, European Monetary Union); 'Politics without 
introductionn of the euro' (e.g. elections, social politics, relations between states); 
'Economyy without introduction of the euro' (e.g. unemployment, budget, 
wagess and earnings); 'Society' (e.g. crime, trials, culture); 'Social welfare/ educa-
tion// science/ technology' (e.g. welfare cuts; schooling; inventions); 'Agricul-
ture// environment/ energy/ traffic' (e.g. farming; nuclear energy; public trans-
port);; '(Natural) disasters' (e.g. earthquakes; epidemics); 'Sports/Weather' and 
'Otherr topics'. The percentage of inter-coder agreement for the topic measures 
wass 95% for the British stories, 92% for the Danish, 82% for the Dutch stories. 

Focus:: No reliabilities can be reported for this measure. 

Newss frames: The percentage of agreement between coders for the conflict 
framee items ranged from 73% to 100% for the British news, from 92% to 100% 
forr the Danish, and from 85% to 100% for the Dutch news. The percentage of 
agreementt between coders for the economic consequences frame items were be-
tweenn 89% and 100% for the British news, between 82% and 100% for the 
Danish,, and between 88% and 92% for the Dutch news. Cronbach's alpha was 
usedd to assess the internal consistency of the scales. The alphas for the conflict 
framee were: Britain: a = .67; Denmark a = .74; Netherlands: a = .81. The 
alphass for the economic consequences frame were: Britain: OC = .57; Denmark 
aa = .70; Netherlands: a = .61. With three items and consistently positive 
item-totall  correlations the alpha for Britain was considered acceptable for the 
purposee of our study (Stevens, 1996). 

ELECTIONN ELECTION STUDY. For the election study, coders were recruited in 
bothh Netherlands and abroad. Coding of Greek, Italian, Portuguese, and Finn-
ishh news was administrated locally after intensive training by the principal re-
searcherss at the coding locations Coding of British, Danish, and Dutch news 
tookk place at the University of Amsterdam. Coders were trained during six 
weekss before coding and supervised throughout the whole coding period. For 
thee reliability test, coders had to code at least 18 randomly selected television 
storiess per channel, except Danish news which was coded by one coder only, 
butt was closely monitoted by the coder trainer. 
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Topic:: The inter-coder agreement was r = .76 in the Netherlands and r = .86 
inn Britain. 

Actors:: The inter-coder agreement was r = .52 in Britain and r = .86 in the 
Netherlands. . 

Actorr evaluation: The inter-coder was r = .44 in Britain and r = .37 in the 
Netherlands. . 

SUMMITT AND ROUTINE STUDY. The coding of summit and routine weeks was 
completedd simultaneously. Training took place in January and February 2001 
andd coding from February - June 2001. Coding of this material took place in 
twoo waves. First, each story in all bulletins was coded for topic, length, and for-
mall  characteristics (surface coding). Based on a screening question whether the 
newss story was about the EU, its policies or institutions, these news stories were 
codedd for a number of characteristics (in-depth coding). To assess the quality of 
thee coding, two reliability tests were performed. For the surface coding be-
tweenn 31 and 45 randomly selected news stories were coded by two to four cod-
ers.. For the in-depth coding of EU-stories, two British coders coded 12 and four 
Danishh coders coded 20 randomly selected stories. All Dutch stories were double-
codedd by a coder and a coder trainer. 

Topic:: The inter-coder agreements using the detailed topic list were: Britain 
82%,, Denmark 86%, and the Netherlands 77% The inter-coder agreement re-
portedd here is a conservative estimate based on an analysis of the agreement of 
codingg detailed and specific topics. The agreement between coders is higher 
whenn looking at the collapsed categories. The screening question read: "Is this 
storyy about the EU?". "About the EU" was defined as a story mentioning at least 
twicee in complete, independent sentences either the EU, its institutions, poli-
cies,, or politics. A story only referring to the EU marginally, for example men-
tioningg the EU once at the end of the news story, does not pass the screening and 
iss thus not included in subsequent analyses. This implies that the measure of EU 
coveragee is rather conservative and that a broader, more inclusive definition 
wouldd lead to slightly higher visibility of EU news. A less conservative screening 
questionn (Does the story mention EU level politics/ institutions/ actors) was 
alsoo included in the analysis and only few stories that passed the inclusive 
screening,, did not pass the stricter "about" screening. However, in the analysis 
thee "about" screening question is used to ensure that the news stories dealt sub-
stantiallyy with EU affairs. 

Focus:: The inter-coder agreements were: Britain 100%, Denmark 100% and 
thee Netherlands 95%. The inter-coder agreements for the two screening ques-
tionss were: Britain 99 and 100%, Denmark 98 and 100%, and the Netherlands 
988 and 99%. 
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Frames:: The percentage of agreement between coders for the conflict frame 
itemss ranged from 73 to 92% for the British news, from 85 to 95% for the Dan-
ish,, and from 6j to 80% for the Dutch news. For the summit stories the coun-
try-wisee internal consistency (Cronbach's alpha) of the conflict scale was: 
Britain:: 0C = .66; Denmark a = .69; and Netherlands: a = .57. For the routine 
newss stories the alphas were: Denmark a - .60; and Netherlands: (X = .63. No 
reliabilityy measure is reported for Britain given the low number of cases. As re-
portedd in the results section only 11 news stories in Britain (both BBC And /77V) 
dealtt with EU affairs. In each of the analyses item-correlations were consistently 
positive. . 

Strategy:: The inter-coder agreements for the items were: Britain 83 and 92%, 
Denmarkk 71 and 74%, and the Netherlands 93 and 100%. 

Actor:: The inter-coder reliabilities were measured as the average agreement 
betweenn the coders. The inter-coder agreement was: Britain 74%, Denmark 
85%% and the Netherlands 90%. 

Actorr evaluation: inter-coder reliabilities measured as the average agreement 
betweenn the coders in percent were Britain 90%, Denmark 96%, and the Neth-
erlandss 97%. 

Appendixx C. Text EU story (issue and strategy version) 

AnchorAnchor introduction (identical for both conditions) 
Polandd should enter the European Union within one and a half year. And 

nott in 2004, which was originally planned. This is the conclusion of a report 
publishedd today by the European Union. 

Thee report has been received with enthusiasm by the winners of the recent 
Polishh elections: the Democratic Left-Alliance. The enlargement of the Union 
wil ll  be discussed in more detail by the end of October during the EU summit in 
Brussels. . 
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Textt news report strategy 

(Italicss denote difference in the news 
textt from the issue news report) 

Butt the European Commission wants 
Polandd to enter a year earlier, on Jan-
uaryy 1 2003. A political power play has 
begunbegun in Brussels. 

Accordingg to the report from the 
Commission,, Poland is politically 
andd economically ready for member-
shipp of the EU. And that is even 
thoughh the agriculture has not been 
modernizedd and though the diary 
productionn does not yet comply with 
thee strict hygiene norms of the EU. 
Surveyss show that more citizens from 
thee current EU countries are increas-
inglyy skeptical about the enlargement. 
AA political charm campaign is awaiting. 
SoSo far the initiative of the Commission 
resemblesresembles a strategic plan rather than a 
concreteconcrete policy plan. 

Benschopp (Secretary of State): "I con-
siderr it an interesting political step by 
thee Commission. It is appealing and 
Polandd has accomplished a lot, but 
thee question is whether membership 
noww is responsible. We will have to do 
ourr best to convince the EU citizens 
aboutt the necessity of this step". 

InIn 1951 the foundation for today's Eu-
ropeann Union was established. Six 
countriess joined forces in coal and 
steel.. Now there is a common market 
andd in January that one currency. And 
thee Union is getting bigger. A total of 
133 countries will join. Six of them are 

thee top of the list: Cyprus, and the 
formerr East-bloc countries the check 
republic,, Poland, Estonia, Hungary, 
andd Slovenia. The European Com-
missionn has concluded that Poland in 
thee past years has demonstrated that it 
cann join the Union earlier. 

Reporter:: "Is this report not going to 
causee annoyance with the other can-
didatee countries who want to enter? 
Benschop:: "I t seems that Poland has 
wonwon the first battle. A tough task is to in 
factfact live up to these expectations ". 

Thee European Commission is facing 
aa hard time with this proposal because 
inn the European Parliament, the po-
liticall  parties are divided over the 
hastyy enlargement. Some member 
countriess are even against the enlarge-
ment.. Ireland, for example, rejected 
thee Treaty of Nice last year. And that 
Treatyy was meant to create the possi-
bilityy for enlargement. 

BenschopBenschop knows that public opinion 
isis of crucial importance and has thus 
launchlaunch a 'charm campaign'. The ques-
tiontion is whether Brussels and Benschop 
succeedsucceed in mobilizing public support. 
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Textt  news report issue 

Butt  the European Commission wants 
Polandd to enter a year earlier, on Jan-
uaryy i 2003. 

Accordingg to the report from the 
Commission,, Poland is politically 
andd economically ready for member-
shipp of the EU. And that is even 
thoughh the agriculture has not been 
modernizedd and though the diary 
productionn does not yet comply with 
thee strict hygiene norms of the EU. 

Butt the Commission and the Pol-
ishh authorities are working on con-
cretee policies for to be implemented 
too modernize the agricultural sector 
andd invest in less developed cities and 
regions. . 

Benschopp (Secretary of State): "I con-
siderr it an interesting political step by 
thee Commission. It is appealing and 
Polandd has accomplished a lot, but 
thee question is whether membership 
noww is responsible. We will have to do 
ourr best to convince the EU citizens 
aboutt the necessity of this step". 

Inn 1951 the foundation for today's Eu-
ropeann Union was established. Six 
countriess joined forces in coal and 
steel.. Now there is a common market 
andd in January that one currency. And 
thee Union is getting bigger. A total of 
133 countries wil l join. Six of them are 
thee top of the list: Cyprus, and the for-
merr East-bloc countries the check re-
public,, Poland, Estonia, Hungary, 
andd Slovenia. The European Com-
missionn has concluded that Poland in 

thee past years has demonstrated that it 
cann join the Union earlier. 

Reporter:: "Is this report not going to 

causee annoyance with the other can-

didatee countries who want to enter? 

Benschop:: "I t seems that Poland 
hass shown that a country can get there 
byy working hard and focused. They 
sendd a signal to the rest". 

Thee European Commission is facing 
aa hard time with this proposal because 
inn the European Parliament, the po-
liticall  parties are divided over the 
hastyy enlargement. Some member 
countriess are even against the enlarge-
ment.. Ireland, for example, rejected 
thee Treaty of Nice last year. And that 
Treatyy was meant to create the possi-
bilit yy for enlargement. 

Benschopp and his colleagues are 
joiningg effort to focus on the policies. 
Iff  successful, the Polish flag wil l join 
thee rest of the 15 nations in Brussels 
onee and a half year from now. 


