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SUMMARY 
 
 

The subject of this thesis is the interests of the diverse actors who were active in the 
scenery of the professional football club of the city of Alkmaar. Those actors are of 
course the players, but also the supporters, the members of the board of the club as 
well as the municipality of Alkmaar. This thesis also deals with the question in how 
far developments within the Dutch society influenced the developments within the 
Dutch professional football. 
 In the Netherlands professional football started not earlier than in 1954. Till 
then the Dutch Football League was successful in suppressing attempts to introduce 
professional football. She believed in the ideals of amateurism. Because of this after 
the Second World War many talented Dutch football players left their country to 
become professional football players abroad. To the dissatisfaction of the public the 
consequence of this exodus was that the Dutch national team lost almost all the 
matches. In 1953 a benefit match for the victims of the water disaster in the south-
west of the Netherlands was organised in which the national team of France played 
against the Dutch professional players. The Dutch won and their performance 
received much support among supporters and journalists in the Netherlands.  

As a consequence of the rejection of professionalism by the Dutch Football 
League a new professional league was founded and started her own competition with 
new founded professional football clubs. This initiative was very successful. The 
Dutch Football League reacted furious and compared the supporters of 
professionalism with traitors. The fierceness with what the supporters of 
professionalism were rebuffed, was influenced by the experiences of the Second 
World War which contributed to the thinking in terms of good and evil or treason. 
However, the success of the new professional league was so overwhelming that the 
Dutch Football League in the end decided to accept professionalism and to merge 
with the concurrent. 
 From the beginning the new professional club, Alkmaar ’54, became very 
popular in the town and in the region. Thanks to the rapid distribution of cars and 
mopeds it became possible that people from far outside Alkmaar could attend the 
matches of their club. Almost 50% of the spectators were from outside Alkmaar. For 
the spectators professional football was an attractive extension of the possibilities of 
leisure, which were not very large-scale during the fifties. 
 Very soon after the foundation of the club it became attractive for the local 
middle class to become member of the board of the club. Through the club they 
could serve their own economical interests. Membership of the board also gave 
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status. But just because the number of board members was limited and many self-
employed were eager to enter the board, a lot of conflicts within and around the 
board of the club were fought out.  

After the fusion between Alkmaar ’54 and FC Zaanstreek, which in fact meant 
the disappearance of the professional football out of the Zaanstreek, representatives 
from bigger business circles entered the board of the new club AZ ’67. Especially 
Klaas Molenaar who, together with his brother Cees, was the owner of a successful 
trade company, Wastora,  proved extreme important. By taking over the club in 1972 
Wastora not only saved the club from a bankruptcy, but also made it possible that AZ 
’67 would grow into an international first-class club which was respected throughout 
the whole of Europe. 
 Klaas and his brother Cees were sincere football enthusiasts who had played 
professional football their selves. However, for Wastora it was favourable to support 
AZ ’67. Her name became well known all over the country and AZ ’67 became an 
important marketing instrument for this concern. However, because of the economic 
crisis, which started at the end of the seventies, the attractiveness of AZ ’67 for 
Wastora decreased. In 1985 Wastora broke with the club. The result was that the 
club declined into the direction of a modal, unimportant second-ranked football club. 
 Not only Wastora was financial a main contributor for the club, also the 
municipality of Alkmaar saved the club several times from bankruptcy. In the eyes of 
the local politicians the football club was important for the passive recreation of the 
citizens of Alkmaar. In their willingness to support the club financially, also played a 
role that a refusal to do that might lead to anger among the electorate.  

Especially during the Wastora years (1972-1985) the local government was 
strongly connected to AZ ’67 and supported the club with enormous amounts of 
money. At the end of the eighties, after the break between AZ ’67 and Wastora, the 
municipality of Alkmaar prevented the club for the last time from bankruptcy. But at 
the same time she made it clear to the club that she couldn’t count any longer on 
municipal financial support. 
 In the first years after the introduction of professional football in the 
Netherlands all the players were semi-professionals for whom football was not more 
than a welcome, but important suppletion of their income. That’s why the introduction 
of professional football was the ultimate victory of the working-class football over the 
football of the elite.  

The rise in the wages took not earlier place than in the sixties, but especially 
after the taking over by Wastora the players saw their wages increased in a 
remarkable way. During that time most of them were full professional players.  
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 In the beginning of professionalism the players were in a vast majority from 
working class origin. For them football was almost the only possibility to raise their 
living standard. Thanks also to better educational possibilities the background of the 
players changed after the seventies. Another reason was that football became also 
attractive for boys from higher social classes. Thanks to the international success of 
the Dutch football the image of this game increased. To become a football hero was 
the dream of every boy from working-class as well as from high-class origin. 
 The development of football to media sport number one, which was caused by 
the rapid spread of the television, brought new flows of money to the professional 
football. Especially the players profited from this development and they saw a 
substantial rise in their income. Another consequence of the increased role of money 
in the football world was the expansion of the transfer market. Players became less 
and less tied to their birth ground and were more and more ‘bought’ from other clubs. 
However, this development didn’t influence the popularity of the club for their 
supporters. On the contrary: big names from abroad could attract a lot of extra 
spectators. 
 Quite often in the sixties contracts with players from abroad proved to be 
disappointing. When they came to Alkmaar most of them were already in the waning 
of their career and they were no longer the successful players as they were before. 
Also a poor system of scouting contributed to these fiascos. The leaders of the club 
were too much impressed by the fact that foreign players had a good record in the 
past and didn’t realize that what was good in the past wasn’t anymore capable in the 
present.. 
 After the introduction of professionalism especially the sportive successes of 
the club influenced the amount of spectators of the matches. If the club played in the 
Eredivisie she attracted a lot spectators. But relegation to one of the lower leagues 
leaded to a significant decrease in spectators. The take-over purchase of the club by 
the Wastora-concern and the subsequent improvement in the sportive results 
originally leaded to a spectacular rise of the spectators. They loved the excellent 
results. However, this pattern changed in the end of the seventies. The fast changes 
in the club culture, the commercialization and professionalization, as well as a series 
of incidents, which brought the club a lot of negative publicity, contributed to a break 
in the relation between the club and her supporters. Even in 1981, the year when AZ 
’67 won the national title, less spectators visited the matches of their club. Also the 
predictability of the outcome of the matches contributed to this remarkable 
development.  
 In the following years the decline in the amount of spectators continued. In 
general this was a national and also an international trend which was caused by the 
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economic crisis of the eighties. This negative trend got an extra impulse for AZ ’67 
because after 1981 the sportive successes disappeared, which was caused by the 
decision of the Wastora-concern to cut off the flow of money.  
 The growing unpopularity of visiting the football matches was also influenced 
by a new phenomenon: football hooliganism. In the Netherlands this so-called 
English disease became structural after 1975.  In general this phenomenon is a 
manifestation of the hardening of the society since the seventies. With the growth of 
the economic crisis there was an enormous increase of crime and vandalism in 
society. Football hooliganism was an expression of the growing crime in general. The 
world of football in itself also grew harder. The most extreme manifestation of this 
development was football hooliganism. It was also a manifestation of the growth of 
youth violence, which was also visible in the world of politics. During these years the 
Dutch society was confronted with a lot of violent outbursts of young squatters and 
so-called anti-fascists.  
 The history of the professional football in Alkmaar reflected the developments 
within the professional football in the Netherlands in general. But, of course, there 
were differences. One of the main differences were the Wastora-years which brought 
to Alkmaar the national title and made, although temporarily, an end to the hegemony 
of the international well known clubs Ajax, Feyenoord and PSV. But soon after this 
victory, which was followed by playing the final of the UEFA-cup, the club returned to 
the position she hold since the foundation: sometimes spectacular, but usually a 
moderate and not very striking professional football club. This changed after 1993 
when a new sponsor took over the club – Dirk Scheringa. This meant the start of a 
new turbulent and successful period in her existence. 
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