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Preface e 

Havingg written one, I can now confirm that writing a PhD thesis invariably 
affectss not only the hard disk of your computer (or the network for that matter) 
thatt gets clogged with megabytes of word documents,, but also has repercus-
sionss on your social life. It is for this reason that I would first like to thank my 
wifee Cynthia for her unstinting support, the Sunday morning discussions and 
forr constantly reminding me that there is more to life than the thesis. There is 
indeed. . 

II  would also like to thank my promotor, Hanna Sevenster, for having given 
mee thee chance to do this research as well as getting me involved in many other 
projects.. You stood at the cradle of my academic career. To my former colleagues 
att the Centre for Environmental Law I would like to say that despite their (maybe 
subconscious)) efforts the following is true: je kunt de man wel uit het noorden 
halen,halen, maar je kunt het noorden niet uit de man halen. You tried hard enough. 

Finally,, I would like to thank the members of my reading committee: profes-
sorss Bonus, Jans, Mortelmans, Slot and Vogelaar for their invaluable comments. 

Off  course more people were subjected to long monologues on the topic, gave 
mee tips and insights or helped me in another way. I thank all of you. 

HansHans Wedder 

Appingedam,, July 2003 
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