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Mostt readers will remember Dr. Kenneth W. Warren as an internationally recognized surgeon 

askingg critical questions at one of the gastrointestinal or pancreatic cancer meetings he loved to 

attend.. His colleagues called him "the complete surgeon" since he combined a high degree of 

professionall skill with personal concern for each patient. He always set goals for himself, the last 

off which was to launch the Kenneth W. Warren Surgical Research Fellowship. The week before 

hee passed away on November 15 2001, he insisted on meeting the first Warren Research Fellow. 

II am honored and fortunate to be that person, and I would like to share some of the last thoughts 

andd remarks of this wonderful man with you. 

Att age 90 years, Dr. Warren was admitted to the New England Baptist Hospital where he had 

beenn Surgeon-in-Chief from 1969 to 1976, and a trustee ever since. Although we had never met, 

hee set me at ease at once with his warm-hearted personality. He was very alert in a sparkling 

way,, and his stories about life were fascinating. 

Afterr I brought in his newspaper each morning and read the sport scores to him, Dr. Warren would 

soonerr or later switch to his favorite topic: surgery. He told me amazing stories of patients, 

rememberingg names and details of their surgery, many of which were performed before I was born. 

"Surgeryy is not difficult, nor scary, it is FUN." 

"Doo you know how to prevent leakage from the pancreatic duct?" and he would order 

paperr napkins and sutures, and demonstrate the perfect anastomosis. 

"Thee most common errors in the surgical treatment of acute pancreatitis are to operate too early 



inn the course of the disease, and to do too much, or in the secondary or septic phase of the 

diseasee to operate too late and to do too little" (Surgical Clinics of North America, June 1964). 

AA tot of his surgical convictions he would express in a quotation. 

-- Every now and then he would take a nip of ginger ale -

Dr.. Warren was fascinated by the anatomy of the peritoneum and was convinced that knowledge 

off the embryology of cleavage planes is the hallmark of a capable gastrointestinal surgeon. 

"Practicee of gentleness to tissues is more important than the preaching." 

"Butt " - a word often used by Dr. Warren, in a faint Southern accent - "the technique of an 

operationn should be regarded as only a small part of the total care of a patient/' 

"Myy primary professional goal has always been: to get sick people well, and when that has 

provenn impossible, to add to their comfort until the end." 

"Tjarda,, travel the road together with your patients, don't be afraid of becoming friends with 

them,, as long as you are in charge." 

-nip-nip of ginger ale -

"Couldd you fix my glasses, please, let's see how your surgical skills are." 

Witnessingg all the different people dropping by his room, I could tell that no one had been 

beneathh his recognition. As a former trainee of Dr. Warren said: "He showed all people dignity 

andd respect, not only as a physician, but that was the person he truly was." 

Eachh nurse that walked in and out in the days I spent with him, he called his favorite. He made up 

forr his occasional grumbling by showing them a big smile and making jokes. Humor was obviously 

veryy important to him, and he believed we should criticize our own behavior every day. 

Hee encouraged me to continue practicing my pancreatic cancer research. 

"Earlyy diagnosis and treatment is the key." 

Hee explained to me his belief in the obligation of physicians and surgeons to expand the frontiers 

off their field. 

"Youngg surgeons, like you, will open the doors of the future. Be skeptical, you should remember 

thee immortal words of Alexander Pope: Be not the first by whom the new is tried, nor yet the last 

too lay the old aside." 

-- nip of ginger ale -

"itt disappoints me that you don't know anything about baseball. You Dutch only talk about 

soccer.. You should be celebrating that the Yankees lost." 



Sometimess he revealed a glimpse of his persistent character. He insisted in organizing a luncheon 

forr me with the hospital staff in the boardroom that carries his name. He got himself into a 

wheelchairr that day and gave a fabulous and funny speech, like he has obviously done many 

timess during his life. 

Att the end of the 4 days together he gave me his favorite book on the "Embryology of the 

Peritonaeum"" from 1892, his favorite pair of scissors, and a big hug. No words of good-bye were 

allowed,, he continued reading his newspaper. 

Dr.. Kenneth Warren touched my professional and personal life, as he touched many others. I will 

cherishh those days with him and continue my Fellowship in pancreatic cancer research at the 

Johnss Hopkins Hospital in his remembrance. 


