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Patients''  Privacy 

Thee work I have done on the Ghent patients of Gustave Van den Berghe would 
nott have been possible, except for being allowed by Dr. Vermeire to use his 
great-grandfather'ss casebooks, had I not been granted official permission by the 
Ghentt municipal executive to use the register of birth, marriage and death 
certificatess (BMD) and the straatnamenregister. These sources proved to be 
extremelyy illuminating and, therefore, I am very happy with the granting of the 
dispensation. . 

Thiss exemption was needed as Belgium has strict laws to safeguard 
individuall  privacy. The issue of patients' privacy has exercised me well. Van 
denn Berghe's practice ended more than one hundred years ago, in 1902. Some 
patientss were still alive at that point yet, many others were already deceased. 
Ass the purpose of mis study is to reconstruct and to bring to lif e patients' past 
experiencess of illness, health and healing from their individual point of view, I 
preferredd to depict them in a very personal manner. If they relate their stories 
off  suffering, it wil l be known, at least, who they were. Therefore, I have 
decidedd to present, in general, the patients with their full names. An exception 
hass been made when dealing with patients suffering from ailments that were 
sociallyy unacceptable in the second half of the nineteenth century, for example, 
individualss who came to consult Van den Berghe about sexually related or 
venereall  illnesses. These patients especially narrated occasionally on their 
feelingss of shame and embarrassment, some even entered the casebook 
anonymously,, underlining that they appreciated a littl e privacy. I have 
respectedd this wish. 

II  have maintained Van den Berghe's spelling and use of language (of 
bothh names and notes), as well as that of the patients throughout the study, 
exceptt when the patient involved has been found also in the municipal 
archives.. Van den Berghe usually noted the French form of a name (e.g. Pierre 
forr Petrus), whereas the BMD states the official, correct name of a newborn, 
groomm or bride, or deceased. 
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