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Induce dd abortio n is a controversia l topic . It has stirre d 

heatedd mora l and ethica l debates , but the healt h problem s 

relate dd to i t have long been ignore d Gradually , polic y 

makerss and healt h professional s have acknowledge d 

abortio nn in developin g countrie s as a proble m worth y of 

,, urgen t attention . However , empirical , community-base d 

researc hh necessar y for  the formulatio n of intervention s is 

limited ,, partl y becaus e the sensitiv e natur e of the topi c 

makess it difficul t to study . 

.. This boo k is the resul t of Winn y Koster' s three-yea r 

applie dd anthropologica l stud y in Yorub a society , Nigeria , 

whic hh expose s di e magnitud e and the natur e of the 

problem ss relate d to abortion . Abou t 700 wome n recoun t 

thei rr  motivations , doubt s and practice s in the differen t 

phasess of thei r persona l experiences , fro m decidin g to 

abor tt  to copin g wit h complications . In additio n to situatin g 

abortio nn in h i societa l context , thi s stud y consider s 

««  abortio n In relatio n to othe r fertilit y regulatio n practices , . 

''  Includin g contraceptio n and infertilit y treatmen t 

Throughou tt  the book , di e societa l rates,  and dios e relate d 

too sexualit y and reproductio n in particular , are juxtapose d 

wid ii  di e realit y of women' s experiences.Th e autho r 

describe ss women' s decision s and action s Mi term s of 

'agency'an dd 'coping' . She theorise s whethe r or no t * 

abortio nn can be considere d as a femal e strateg y and/o r 

resistanc ee agains t certai n dominan t rule s of patrilinea l 

ii  Yorub a society . ' 


