
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Resistance and remembrance: History-telling of the Iraqi Shi'ite Arab refugees
women and their families in the Netherlands

Al-Khalifa Sharif, T.H.

Publication date
2003

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Al-Khalifa Sharif, T. H. (2003). Resistance and remembrance: History-telling of the Iraqi
Shi'ite Arab refugees women and their families in the Netherlands. [Thesis, externally
prepared, Universiteit van Amsterdam]. in eigen beheer.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/resistance-and-remembrance-historytelling-of-the-iraqi-shiite-arab-refugees-women-and-their-families-in-the-netherlands(cc570b3c-a4a2-4e4e-ab9c-fc4200b646eb).html


Acknowledgements s 

Thiss whole project is dedicated to the memory of my late mother who, in raising me single-
handedly,, was both father and mother to me. She taught me to aim for the stars and to complete 
alwayss each task started, no matter how difficult it is. I would like to think that she would have 
beenn happy and proud if she could have seen this finished product 

Thee second person to whom I want to dedicate this project to is Professor Selma Leydesdorff, the 
formerr director and at present, Professor at Belle van Zuylen Institute. Without Selma my 
dissertationn would not have been completed as she not only provided me with boundless 
enthusiasmm and encouragement but was also persistent in urging me to finish the dissertation even 
throughh the difficult times. I would like to express my gratitude to her and to her enthusiasm and 
readinesss to share her thinking and experience, to discuss developments and plans for the future. 
Professorr Selma has been a source of provision of support for my practical and academic work 
overr the years, for which I am deeply indebted. I am also gratefull to her and to her husband 
Professorr Siep for their generosity in extending their hospitality to me during my stays in 
Amsterdam. . 

Manyy thanks go to my husband Abdullah Schleifer for his encouragement and support and also 
forr his tolerance in allowing me to stay in Amsterdam for long periods of time in order to 
completee my dissertation. His insight, as an expert in media coverage on War and Conflict in the 
Middlee East, assisted me in understanding my subject matters better. 

II also wish to express my appreciation to Professor Miriam Cooke, Professor at the University of 
Northh Carolina, for sharing her views and experience with me. My thanks go to Professor 
Francess Gouda for her inspiration and also to her husband, Mr Gary Price, who assisted me in 
editingg my work. 

II would like to acknowledgee my colleagues, Yvette Kopijn and Wendy Janssen, with whom many 
wonderfull hours were spent in brain-storming sessions, which produced a number of issues early 
onn in my research. To this day I continue to be especially grateful to them. In a comparable 
manner,, I am happy to record my deep appreciation of my contemporaries and friends, Ellis 
Jonkerr and Marina de Regt, for their support and comments and active communication between 
Cairoo and Amsterdam by sending articles, oral history club findings, and discussions throughout 
thee years of study in Amsterdam. This work would not have been possible without their help. My 
appreciationn also goes to all the members of the oral history club, with whom I discussed and 
developedd ideas. 

Manyy individuals have contributed, directly or indirectly to this thesis. Thanks are due to the Iraqi 
womenn in the Netherlands who made this dissertation a reality. Special gratitude should be given 
too Barbara van Balen, the former manager of BvZ, for her support and encouragement. My 
appreciationn also extends to Wilma Cohen, the former secretary of BvZ for her assistance and 
administrativee arrangements. 

Speciall thanks are also due to Astrit Blommestijn, who smoothed my transition from Cairo to 
Amsterdamm at a later stage and handled all the administrative arrangements needed. I am very 
gratefull to Marjolein Denslagen for the hard work which facilitated the final production and for 
editingg this thesis. Many thanks also to all the women in BvZ institute. Special thanks go to Ali 
andd Nico for hosting me in their house and making my time in Amsterdam fruitful. 



II would like to thank Professor Paul Thompson, Professor Mary Chamberlain and all members of 
thee International Oral History Association, even though I can not mention their names here for 
lackk of space, for their contribution and discussion during the IOHA meetings from which I have 
benefittedd so much. 

II would like to thank my brothers Sharif and Kamal for teaching me how to be patient and 
persistentt and my thanks to my sister Bidour and her husband Abdel Qader for their continual 
supportt My gratitude also goes to my nephews, Mohammed, Mahmoud, Ahmed and Mahdi 
whosee jokes and light banter helped to ease the stress of writing a dissertation. 

Manyy thanks go to Marie in North Carolina for her hospitality and for hosting me in her house 
duringg my time there. Special thanks are due to Garrett Gratti, Cyril Ritchie, David Clay, Mulki 
Al-Sharmani,, my sister in law Mariam, Marcirose and her husband Jury Chestack, Sue and Brian 
forr their encouragements. 


