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Shamee and Desire 

IntersubjectivityIntersubjectivity in Finnish Visual Culture 

Thiss study proposes an insight into the Finnish visual culture by 
concentratingg on the questions of spectatorship within the terms 
off  the social and the intersubjective. Taking its cue from the socio-
logicall  dimensions of Jean-Paul Sartre's philosophy, this study 
showss how the fundamental structure of shame exemplifies the 
wayy in which we are related to each other, the way in which we 
aree forced to see ourselves through the eyes of the others, unable 
too escape an identity imposed from the outside. But shame is 
moree than just an ontological relation between the self and the 
Other,, since it is an emotion profoundly embedded in the social. 
ShameShame and Desire: Intersubjectivity in Finnish Visual Culture shows 
howw Finnish national identity has been shaped around notions 
off  shame, and how shame can be used as a method on analysis 
thatt can reveal the inner consistency, social dynamics and affec-
tivee bonds within the work of art and between the work of art 
andd its spectator. 


