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Dirkk Erpenbeck was born on May 3, 1972 in Haltern/Westfalen, the pearl of the "Ruhrgebiet"-
industriall area. In his first year he (was) moved to Aachen to enjoy some 22 yearss in close proximity 
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(Vordiplom)) in 1994, he switched to the Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms University in Bonn, in search 
forr the more classical studies in zoology. 

Inn 1996 he obtained an ERASMUS fellowship at the University of Lund / Sweden for two 
termss including a project sequencing a complete vertebrate mitochondrial genomes (Crocodylus 
caiman)caiman) under supervision of Axel Janke at Ulfur Arnasons Lab (1997). 

Inn the autumn of 1997 he spent three months at the Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales 
inn Madrid / Spain (Adviser: Marian Ramos, Rafael Araujo and Annie Machordom), which was 
organizedd by the Erasmus Network for Systematic Biology to study the genetic population structure 
off the re-discovered fresh water mussel Margaritifera auricularia. 

Backk in Bonn (1998) he started after his exams, a MSc thesis on the molecular phylogeny of 
scorpionfliess (Mecoptera) at the department of Evolutionary Biology and Ecology (Adviser Klaus-
Peterr Sauer, Bernhard Misof) and obtained his degree in April 1999. 

Beforee starting his PhD project in 1999 some two more months were spent at the University 
off Lund to complete sequencing the last couple of base pairs of the caiman mtDNA. 

Inn September 1999 his PhD - project started supervised by Rob van Soest at the University 
off Amsterdam on systematics of halichondrid demosponges. Besides getting frequently confused by 
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