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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Jasper Alexander Vrugt was born at 8.21 pm on the 28th of 
February 1976 in the hospital of the Free University (VU) in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Much of his childhood he spent 
fishing, playing soccer and chess with his brother, listening to 
Dire Straits and Neil Diamond, and building/breaking down 
cars and air planes using advanced Lego Technic construction 
sets. After graduating from the Copernicus high-school in the 
wonderful city of Hoorn in the spring of 1994, he started his 
study at the Department of Physical Geography and Soil 
Science at the University of Amsterdam. He obtained his MS-
degree in August 1999 (cum laude), and continued with his 
PhD research in January 2000 at the same department. During 
this period, he developed a strong interest in the modeling of 
complex systems and natural phenomena, and application and 
development of systems engineering approaches that merge measurement, numerical modeling 
and advanced data analysis techniques to increase understanding of cause-effect relationships in 
environmental systems in general, and in hydrologie sciences specifically. He spent about 50% 
of his four-year PhD appointment, visiting different research groups in the United States, in 
order to more effectively and efficiendy work with various experts in the hydrologie sciences. 
Currently, he is applying the various algorithms presented in this thesis to biological problems. 

253 








