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Summary y 

Thiss thesis is about the Engelandvaarders ('England-farers'): Dutch peo-
plee who often with great effort and many risks tried to get to Britain du-
ringg the Second World War in order to take part in the Allies' fight against 
nazi-Germany.. On arrival in Britain the Engelandvaarders were subjec-
tedd to a thorough (police) interrogation by both British and Dutch intel-
ligencee so as to expose potential German spies. The reports drawn up by 
DutchDutch intelligence following the interrogations are the main source of 
thiss research. From this main source and other, additional sources, de-
tailss were collected about 1,706 Engelandvaarders: 1658 men and 48 
women.. These people make up the research population. 

Chapterr 1 describes the various reasons the Engelandvaarders had for 
undertakingg the dangerous journey. Patriotism and loyalty to the royal 
familyy played a major part, but often went together with an urge for free-
dom,, a sense of adventure and occasionally private problems. Certain 
sanctionss imposed by the occupying forces were also a push factor and 
encouragedd or even decided the departure. The main triggers were the 
deportationn of Jews, which started in the summer of 1942, and the mea-
suress concerning the 'Arbeitseinsatz', which forced thousands of Dutch 
peoplee to work in Germany in 1943 and 1944. Only 2.8 per cent of the re-
searchh population were female. Women may have thought there was no 
workk for them in Britain, as there was no compulsory military service for 
women.. In the Netherlands, on the other hand, they did have a purpose: 
ass so many men had to work in Germany, the women, the mothers in 
particular,, had to keep their families alive under the difficult circum-
stancess of the war. 

Chapterr 2 is about the preparation phase prior to the journey to Britain. 
Thee occupier had almost immediately closed off the exit roads across 
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landd as well as over the water and put them under tight surveillance. Any-
bodyy still wanting to leave the country had to be inventive and find the 
loopholes.. Although escape routes were set up at an early stage, most En-
gelandvaarderss left without a pre-arranged plan. This was because it was 
nott easy to get in touch with such an escape organisation, which had to 
operatee very carefully to avoid betrayal. There was a choice of three es-
capee routes: to cross the North Sea in a dinghy, to sign on at a coaster and 
desertt in neutral Sweden, or to try to get to neutral Spain and Portugal 
viaa Belgium, France and possibly Switzerland. From there, Britain could 
bee reached by ferry or aeroplane. 

Thee North Sea route was the shortest and therefore seemed the most 
attractive.. But escaping via this route was extremely difficult and dange-
rous,, particularly after the occupier had started building the Atlantikwall 
andd the coastal area was declared off-limits. The route via Sweden was 
soonn closed off for all except seamen as a result of German measures. The 
Southernn route was also dangerous, because of the distance and because 
off  the many borders that had to be crossed secretly en route. Still most 
Engelandvaarderss arrived in Britain via this Southern route. In many 
casess it was not a matter of conscious decision though: the route taken 
wass often determined by chance and whoever felt forced to leave just 
seizedd any opportunity to escape. 

Chapterr 3 describes the actual journey to Britain. Only a small percen-
tagee of the Engelandvaarders (about 10 per cent) reached Britain via the 
Northh Sea. As far as is known, a total of 136 attempts of Engelandvaarder 
escapess were made from the Dutch coast, only 23 per cent of which were 
successful.. Most attempts took place in 1941 when the Dutch coast was 
stilll  accessible to a certain extent. 

Forr Engelandvaarders choosing the Southern route (some 58 per cent 
did)) it took 15 months on average to reach Britain. On the one hand this 
hadd to do with the large distances that had to be covered; on the other 
handd it was because Engelandvaarders en route ended up in prisons and 
internmentt camps for a long time or had to wait for documents that 
wouldd allow them to continue travelling. One of the bottlenecks was un-
occupiedd France, also called Vichy France, which though independent 
byy name, was in fact a pawn of Hitler Germany. Initially it was possible to 
travell  legally from both Vichy France and Switzerland on to Spain (and 
fromm there to Britain). In November 1942, however, Vichy France was 
alsoo occupied by the Germans and there was only one route open to 
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Britain:: by secretly crossing the Pyrenees to Spain. In order to keep their 
independence,, neutral countries such as Switzerland, Spain and Portu-
gall  had to shift between the demands of nazi-Germany and the Allies. 
Particularlyy in the initial war years, when the Axis Powers were still gai-
ningg ground, this resulted in tough action against Engelandvaarders. In 
Spain,, Engelandvaarders were locked up in prisons or in the Miranda de 
Ebroo concentration camp. When they were eventually freed from there, a 
longg wait followed in Madrid because the Franco regime was not pre-
paredd to give transit visas to men of a military age. 

Aboutt 31 per cent of the Engelandvaarders escaped via Sweden, most of 
themm seamen though some of them were not. They boarded coasters 
withh the preconceived plan to leave the ship in neutral Sweden. Just as on 
thee Southern route, the Engelandvaarders had to wait a long time here 
beforee they could travel on to Britain. This was because the passage could 
onlyy take place by (mail) plane and each flight could only take a feww En-
gelandvaarders.. The volunteers had to make themselves useful in the 
meantimee by chopping wood in the Swedish forests. Only in 1944 - with 
thee arrival of American bombers - did enough transport capacity be-
comee available to carry the Engelandvaarders from Sweden to Britain. 

Itt was not until 1941 that the escape to Britain really got going on all 
routes.. For the North Sea route, 1941 was the top year. In 1942 and 1943 the 
otherr two routes were the most popular ones. In 1944 the number of En-
gelandvaarderss departing diminished, to come to a complete halt in 
1945.. In these last two war years, large groups of Engelandvaarders who 
hadd got stuck en route in Sweden, Spain or Switzerland, could finally 
travell  on to Britain. 

Chapterr 4 is devoted to those Dutchmen who tried to get to Britain but 
didd not arrive. The number of people concerned can no longer be traced 
exactly,, as their attempts, obviously, took place in secret and because 
manyy of them lost their lives during or as a result of their journey to 
Britain.. Attempts via the North Sea often went wrong during the prepa-
ration,, or because of defective boats or bad weather. On the Southern 
route,, it was the lack of money and good contacts, illness or an insuffi-
cientt knowledge of foreign languages that forced the Engelandvaarders 
too return to the Netherlands. With regard to their further adventures, we 
cann distinguish three groups of 'stranded Engelandvaarders': those 
whosee failed attempt did not have any further consequences, those who 
weree arrested during or as a result of their failed attempt and those who 
disappearedd en route: the missing persons. 
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Punishmentt of the Engelandvaarders arrested either in the Nether-
landss or abroad was initially quite moderate. Soon, however, the occupi-
err took severe action against anybody caught in an attempt to escape to 
Britain.. If it came to court, Engelandvaarders' cases tended to be handled 
byy German court-martials. The sentence very much depended on the 
chargess brought against them. If the charge was only'unauthorized bor-
derr crossing', it used to be no more than a few years' imprisonment; if the 
chargee was Feindbegünstigung (benefiting the enemy, i.e. Britain), then 
thee sentence demanded would often be many years in a detention centre, 
orr even death. From 1943, cases concerning Engelandvaarders were often 
handledd by the German security police (the SD or Sipo) instead of being 
takenn to court. This meant that the detainees were sent to concentration 
campss without trial. For captured Engelandvaarders that were Jewish 
thiss had already been common practice. 

Partt of the group of missing Engelandvaarders is thought to have 
drownedd in the North Sea. Others disappeared somewhere along the 
Southernn route, may have been arrested or got lost in the Pyrenees and 
died.. A database of 598 stranded Engelandvaarders was set up on the basis 
off  research of sources and literature. Of these people, 39 per cent survived 
theirr failed attempt to get to Britain (i.e. they returned from captivity or 
hadd remained free) and 40 per cent lost their lives (they were sentenced, 
perishedd in prisons and camps, were missing or drowned). As for the re-
mainingg 21 per cent, it is not known whether or not they survived. 

Chapterr 5 is about the various interrogations the Engelandvaarders were 
subjectedd to after arrival and the way in which they were received by the 
Dutchh government in exile. As mentioned, the interrogations by British 
andd Dutch intelligence were first and foremost meant to assess the Enge-
landvaarders'' political reliability. Politically reliable in this context 
meant:: loyal to the Allied or Dutch cause. In addition, the interrogations 
weree used to obtain information on the occupied Netherlands: military 
information,, socio-economic information and also information on who 
wass collaborating with the occupier in the Netherlands. The latter type 
off  information was one of the sources that formed the basis for post-war 
trialss of Dutch collaborators. Since Engelandvaarders had been travel-
lingg for so long, their information was not very up-to-date and some-
timess it was even incorrect and fragmented. Besides, from 1942 Enge-
landvaarderss were no longer the only source of information: the reports 
reachingg London through the underground channels were less dated 
andd more numerous. 
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Althoughh the Engelandvaarders were taken care of adequately and suf-
ficientlyficiently by the Dutch government in London, some of them felt disap-
pointedd at the reception. The reason was that officials and others in the 
Dutchh community in London not always had sympathy for the Enge-
landvaarders'wishh to participate in the war as soon as possible. 

Queenn Wilhelmina did have a lot of sympathy for the Engelandvaarders' 
eagerness.. Chapter 6 describes how she personally received as many of 
themm as possible, though it is not true that all Engelandvaarders were 
grantedd an audience. The queen admired the Engelandvaarders for their 
vigourr and considered them informants and ambassadors of her people 
thatt suffered under the occupation. Not only did the queen allow audi-
ences,, she also showed her appreciation for the Engelandvaarders by ho-
nouringg them with the Bronze Cross for those who had crossed the 
Northh Sea and with the Cross of Merit for the others. She was a supporter 
off  granting bravery awards to many non-military people and clashed 
withh the government several times on this issue, as it supported a more 
conservativee stance. Neither of the parties have won this fight convin-
cingly.. The result was that, as far as is known, about half of the Engeland-
vaarderss were decorated on account of their crossing. 

Chapterr 7 shows how the Engelandvaarders were deployed for the allied 
warfare.. Most of them became soldiers and served one of the Dutch 
armedd forces: 20 per cent in the navy, 19 per cent in the army and 15 per 
centt in the air force, which then did not form a separate service yet. 
Smallerr groups joined the merchant navy and the Royal Netherlands 
East-Indiess Army (KNIL) . The substantial contribution by Engeland-
vaarderss as secret agents is remarkable: more than half of the around 180 
Dutchh agents who carried out assignments in the occupied Netherlands 
fromfrom Britain were Engelandvaarders. A small proportion of the Enge-
landvaarderss (mainly women and those who were turned down or ex-
emptt from military service) was deployed for warfare in a civilian post. 
Thiss concerned work in journalism or administrative work. A number of 
femalee Engelandvaarders also became active in a paramilitary context 
(thee women's brigade 'Vrouwen Hulpkorps', established in 1943). 

Chapterr 8 follows the development of the image people had of the Enge-
landvaarders.. During the war the occupier hardly gave any publicity to 
thee people who undertoook the journey to Britain. For security reasons, 
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thee allied side could not report openly on this group of people either. Still, 
Londonn was not blind to the propaganda value of the Engelandvaarders' 
stories.. Confirming their arrival via Radio Orange and making their ex-
periencess known gave a boost to the morale of the people in the occupied 
Netherlands.. Shortly after the war the 'Engelandvaarders' trilogy by the 
Protestantt writer K. Norel strongly influenced the image of the Enge-
landvaarder.. It was a rather one-dimensional and tough image, with the 
emphasiss on Engelandvaarders who had crossed the North Sea in a dinghy. 
Onee author who, even more than Norel, determined the general public's 
imagee of the Engelandvaarders is E. Hazelhoff Roelfzema. He published 
thee book'Soldier of Orange' in 1971, which was turned into a film under 
thee same title a few years later. The book emphasized the ties with the roy-
all  family, the student background of the leading characters and their role 
ass secret agents. The image of Engelandvaarders has fallen apart over the 
lastt decades, as Engelandvaarders have increasingly recorded their own 
storiess about the 'Engelandvaart' experience in memoirs. 

Thee epilogue briefly deals with what happened too the Engelandvaarders 
afterr the war, how they picked up the thread of their normal lives, helped 
too rebuild the Netherlands or sought safety abroad. In the recently libe-
ratedd Netherlands not much interest was shown in the Engeland-
vaarders'' experiences. Then again, the Engelandvaarders themselves did 
nott feel the need to reflect at that time. This only started in the Sixties and 
Seventies,, when interest in the Second World War in general had in-
creased.. Some Engelandvaarders have suffered psychological distress 
fromm their war experiences, although most people look back positively 
onn this period. 

Inn conclusion: Engelandvaarders brought along information from oc-
cupiedd territory, information that was lacking in London, particularly at 
thee start of the war. The Engelandvaarders' arrival had a certain propa-
gandaa value and legitimated the fact that the Dutch government had 
gonee into exile. As the Engelandvaarders were not many, their military 
contributionn - however important in itself- could not be a crucial one. 
Ass secret agents, however, they did play a substantial role. The significan-
cee of the Engelandvaarders lies most of all in the fact that, rather than re-
signingg themselves to the occupation, and despite dangerous situations 
andd setbacks, they undertook the journey to Britain in order to contri-
butee to the Allies' fight against nazi-Germany from there. 
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