
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

The solidarity of self-interest: Social and cultural feasibility of rural health
insurance in Ghana

Arhinful, D.

Publication date
2003

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Arhinful, D. (2003). The solidarity of self-interest: Social and cultural feasibility of rural health
insurance in Ghana. [, Universiteit van Amsterdam]. African Studies Centre.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:23 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/the-solidarity-of-selfinterest-social-and-cultural-feasibility-of-rural-health-insurance-in-ghana(d3aaa542-2ab3-4409-b536-7bec32e7df5c).html


Acknowledgements s 

Untoo the Lord I give the utmost glory and honour for the successful completion of this 
studyy and its final product. The study has benefited from the support of several individuals 
andd organisations to whom I am more indebted than the following words can express. 

Financiall assistance for my studies was made possible through the beneficence of the 
Netherlandss Foundation for the Advancement of Tropical Research (WOTRO). The 
Amsterdamm School for Social Science Research also provided additional financial support 
andd an excellent and rewarding academic environment for the studies. 1 am very grateful to 
them m 

II owe a great debt of gratitude to my promotor, Prof. Sjaak van der Geest, first and foremost 
forr his instrumentality in making my studies in the Netherlands possible. I am exceedingly 
gratefull for the inspiration, guidance and supervision he provided me not just as a teacher but 
alsoo a father that ensured the successful completion of this dissertation. My gratitude 
extendss to his wife Betty, and their family for their moral and total support. 

Dr.. Bart Criel was involved in the study from the time of the writing of the research 
proposal.. He brought his immense knowledge, expertise and writings on health insurance in 
sub-Saharann Africa to bear at various stages of the manuscript. I am most grateful to him. 

II was privileged to benefit from the expertise, teaching, writings and material support 
off Prof. Abram de Swaan of the Amsterdamse School. My gratitude goes to to him for 
readingg some chapters of the dissertation and for the short but enriching and beneficial 
periodd I spent in his "mutuals promotion club". 

II also thank my mentors and study collaborators in Ghana by extending my utmost 
gratitudee to Professor Samuel Ofosu Amaah, formerly of the School of Public Health of the 
Universityy of Ghana, for his suggestions and guidance. I am also grateful to Prof. David 
Ofori-Adjei,, Dr. Sam Adjei and Dr. Dyna Arhin for their inspiration, practical support and 
encouragement. . 

II ventured into this field of studies without any practical background or experience in 
healthh insurance. I have picked up my practical knowledge and "expertise" from daily 
interactionss with my informants and actual "experts". These were health officials, health 
stafff and community members who became "subjects" of my study. I am particularly 
gratefull to them. 

II extend gratitude to Dr. Ayitey Coleman who was the director of the Policy, Planning, 
Monitoringg and Evaluation unit of the ministry of health who granted me official permission 
too undertake the research in the three districts. 1 am deeply indebted to the regional and 
districtt directors not only for accepting me but also assisting me with practical and logistic 
supportt in the communities at various stages of the fieldwork. I also acknowledge the 
exceptionall support of Mr. Simoen Unezemah, the health insurance manager of Nkoranza 
andd Mr Philip Akanzinge, the diocesan Public Health Coordinator of Sunyani. I also 
acknowledgee the assistance of Mr. Kumi Kyeremeh who was the regional health insurance 
coordinatorr in the Eastern region at various phases of my fieldwork. 

x x 



Speciall thanks go to my field assistants for accommodating my demanding field 
schedules.. The total commitment and interest they showed in the research is highly 
appreciated.. Among them are Ms. Eunice Yeboah, Mr. James Adu-Bonnah, Mr. Samuel 
Adu-Pokuu and Oscar Osei of Nkoranza district; David Agyeman, Isaac Odame and Nodzo 
Edmundd of Suhum district; and Ms. Vivian Dzodzodzi, Solomon A. Narh-Bana and Kabu 
Enockk of Dangme West district. There are many others that space limitations do not permit 
mee to mention here. 

11 acknowledge with profound gratitude and appreciation the warmth and support of 
bothh past and present staff of the Amsterdam School. I thank Han Sonneveld, Jose Komen, 
Miriamm May, Teun Bijvoet, Anneka Dammers, Annelies Dijkstra and Albertine van Peursen 
forr their friendship. In them I found a real home far away from home. 

Memberss of the medical anthropology unit promotion club who painstakingly read and 
madee useful suggestions at various stages of the writing process are deeply acknowledged. 
Again,, I am grateful to my colleagues and friends Dr. Zaman, Getnet Tadele and Shifra 
Kischh of the Amsterdam School for their moral support. 

II also acknowledge the support and gratitude of my friends and colleagues at the 
Centree for Tropical Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics, the Ghana National Drugs 
Programmee for the provision of office space and supporting logistics during the fieldwork 
andd data management in Ghana. 1 greatly appreciate the support of Ms. Pat Coffie of the 
Healthh Research Unit for literature search and moral support, and Mrs. Violet Osei for 
photocopyingg support. 

Myy thanks also go out to two research assistants Ms. Perpetua Essel and Akosua 
Bediakoo for transcribing my interview tapes. Mrs. Loretta Bannerman and Ms. Grace Nkyi 
off the community health department of the University of Ghana Medical School are thanked 
forr their work with data entry and type writing assistance support, respectively. Dr. Bert 
Schijff of the Amsterdam School assisted me in some aspects of SPSS statistical analysis. I 
amm also grateful to Dr. Kofi Saah of the Linguistic Department of the University of Ghana 
andd Sera Young in the Netherlands for reading and editing the final manuscript. For all the 
painn and stress that anybody in Ghana and the Netherlands, known and unknown, endured in 
havingg this work finished, I extend my sincerest gratitude. 

Abovee all, I thank my dear wife, Angie, and our sons Nana Ekow and Paa Kojo for 
theirr co-operation and support particularly, for bearing with me on occasions that I had to 
denyy them the warmth of my physical presence and attention in the pursuit of academic 
excellence.. Their understanding and sacrifice will not be in vain. 

II wish to emphasise however, that I am entirely responsible for any errors, substantial 
orr marginal, which may be found in the following pages. 

xi i 


