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‘The past is a foreign country: they do things differently there.’ 
L.P. Hartley, The Go-Between

the opportunity: Roel Brandt for giving me the chance to excavate sites within the Oer-IJ Estu-
ary Project (University of Amsterdam). I actually knew something about field archaeology as 
Henrietta Quinnell had tutored me on her excavations in southwest England. Both are grate-
fully acknowledged.

in the fields of Noord-Holland: Eric Andela, Wim Bosman, Arjan Bosman, Frans Diederik, Herman 
Menton, Saïd Mooijman, Jacqueline Oversteegen, Timo Perger, Cor Ravesloot, Val Shelton-
Bunn, Lisanne Sloots, Cees Troostheide, Maaike Verhagen, Joke Werkhoven and Frans Wiegmans 
contributed greatly to the excavations and often in exceptional ways. There were also many 
students taking part through the years of the five excavations discussed in this work. I will here 
just mention the protocoller’s: Diederik Bente, Hugo Helmers, Ursula Hendrichs, Johan Hendriks, 
Maya d’Hollosy, Timo d’Hollosy, Willem Jan Hogestijn, Esther Jansma, Eric Jacobs, Martijn van 
Leusen, Roswitha Manning, Carla Soonius, Elly van der Velde and Heleen Visscher. Members of 
the national amateur society, AWN, took part during the ‘work camps’ at the Uitgeesterbroek 
Polder, Velserbroek-B6 and Schagen Muggenburg-III sites. Thank you all for contributing to 
getting these rescue excavations done and at the same time making excavation work interesting 
and stimulating for me. 

the perspective: Excavations were done within theoretical perspectives just briefly mentioned in 
Chapter 1, but oft discussed as to putting them into practice with Aniek Abbink through the 
years and with Maria Garthoff-Zwaan, who introduced the long-term ethnohistorical perspec-
tive to us in the 1980’s.

the interpretations: Genuine and continuing interest in my ongoing work was demonstrated from 
the early 1990’s, onwards. I am particularly indebted to the early and motivating attitude dem-
onstrated by Aniek Abbink, Hilda Ellis Davidson, Berth van Londen, Heleen van Londen, Ger-
trudis Offenberg, Jacqueline Oversteegen, Govert Schilling, Lisanne Sloots and Flip Woltering. 
Literature was brought to my notice during various stages by some of the above, as well as by Jan 
Albert Bakker, Jos Bazelmans, Ton Derks, Carol van Driel-Murray, Andrey Kuzmin and Maarten 
de Weerd. Students and specialists carried out various types of post-excavation analyses, and these 
have been mentioned individually in the text. I would like to emphasize the contributions made 
by George Maat (Appendix 2) and Jan Peter Pals, Cees Troostheide and Tom Hakbijl (Table 8). 
Teije de Jong is thanked for advising on the star visibility question and Thorsteinn Vilhjálmsson 
for his comments on the Voluspa interpretation. Arkadiusz Sołtysiak is also thanked for making 
his forthcoming article available to me. 

the manuscript: After languishing on the shelf for a number of years, it was taken up again in 
2001. Marjolijn Kok and Marian Diepeveen-Jansen supplied helpful corrections, as well as sug-
gesting literature. During the final stages of preparation, there were those who took the time to 







give (parts of) the manuscript a close-reading as well as extending helpful commentary, and to 
whom especial thanks are due: Aniek Abbink, Willy Groenman-van Waateringe, Anthonie Hei-
dinga, Heleen van Londen, Gertrudis Offenberg, Jim Ogier, Wietske Prummel, Clive Ruggles 
and Lisanne Sloots. 

the drawings and photographs: Original photographs are by Anneke Dekker (fig. 28), Timo Perger 
(fig. 50), and the author. Bert Brouwenstijn, Bob Donker, Jos Kaarsemaker and Jan de Wit drew 
the find-materials and publication drawings of feature details. Bert Brouwenstijn also applied 
his skills in the lay-out of the manuscript. Jos Kaarsemaker is with his patience, fortitude and 
expertise to be thanked especially for the digital design and execution of all illustrations for 
publication, as well as the design of the cover. 

the supervisor: Finally, Tom Bloemers is duly acknowledged. He has shown consistent—in his own 
inimitable fashion—support for this thesis, and the therein-developed types of approaches and 
interpretations. He has given encouragement throughout my various mental states in deriving 
them and in all of the above-mentioned facets of the process, particularly through his facilitating 
enthusiasm for the wetland archaeology of the province of Noord-Holland.   

Of course, and despite help from all of the above, blunders and those suggestions not taken 
remain my responsibility.  

 

 


