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Summary y 
Thee Dutch landscape, the villages in Zealand and the water on Walcheren. 
Historicall geographical and hydrological contributions 

Mostt of the sixteen publications collected here deal with the varying significance 
off  diversity. For this reason a brief explanation of this concept is given first. 

CAREE FOR THE C U L T U R A L LANDSCAPE 

InIn the first part the analysis and interpretation of the variations in landscape, 
notablyy at a national level, are highlighted. First the objectives of historico-
geographicall  research and historico-geographical care are analysed. After an 
evaluationn of the government care given to the Dutch cultural landscape, a 
programmee is formulated for the historico-geographical efforts in this area. The 
conceptss of variation, continuity, functionality and increasing awareness are the 
principall  points of departure for this programme. 

InIn preparation to the National Nature Policy Plan published in 1990 a method 
hadd to be developed to evaluate the eleven historico-geographical landscapes in 
Thee Netherlands in relation to each other. Of this attempt a report has been 
included.. On the basis of the concepts of diversity, continuity and distinctive-
nesss the eleven types of landscape have been weighed using six criteria. Three 
typess of landscape with a limited distribution within The Netherlands turn out 
too get the highest rating. 

InIn addition - for the first time ever - an answer was sought to the question 
howw these cultural landscapes would be rated in an international context. On the 
basiss of a study of literature on this subject the eleven landscapes were rated in a 
Westernn European context. The study proves that five types of landscape stand 
outt from the other types. They are mostly landscape types receiving much inter-
nationall  attention on account of the efforts made in the field of water control. 

Inn addition to these policy-related issues at a national and international level 
theree are relevant issues at a micro level with respect to the application of 
historico-geographicall  know-how relating to land re-allotment plans. With a 
vieww to a new re-allotment plan such a study has been made of Walcheren, 
focussingg on the lay-out of the landscape, which is not only determined by the 
so-calledd 'Grundriss' but to a large extent also by the so-called 'Aufriss' strongly 
contributingg to the perception and appreciation of the landscape and therefore 
playingg a major role in land-use planning. The Walcheren example demonstrates 
thatt the historical geography may also contribute to this aspect of the landscape. 
Thee importance of roadside vegetation and country estates to the landscape is 
examined,, as are the effects of war and water control. It is demonstrated that the 
landscapee is anything but static and that economic, physical, hydrological, strate-
gicc and aesthetic aspects play a role in its make-up. Changes in the lay-out of the 
landscapee of Walcheren have been classified on the basis of space as well as time. 
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Thuss the study contributes towards the refining of concepts (scale and open or 
closedd lay-out of the landscape) which often play a role in land-use planning. 

VILLAGESS IN ZEALAND 

InIn the second part of this dissertation the variation at a provincial level is discus-
sed.. The diversity of Zealand's rural settlements needs to be explained, whereas, 
att the same time, this diversity plays a significant part in various forms of 
governmentt policy. 

Onn the basis of examples referring to Zealand it is determined to what extent 
planningg and regulation - primarily as a process - influenced the formation and 
furtherr development of villages in Zealand. In most of the round villages, i.e. 
villagess centred around a church, which are by many considered to be characte-
risticc of the old nucleus areas, planning appears not to have played a role of any 
significance.. However, planning does appear to be demonstrable to some extent 
inn the younger villages (including the so-called high street villages) and in the 
newerr polder areas. 

InIn addition to a mostly morphological approach a more function-oriented 
approachh is possible and is applied when explaining the increased scale causing 
numerouss church villages to be reduced to hamlets. The circumstances which 
contributedd to the existence of these so-called reduced settlements in Zealand are 
examined.. Special attention is paid to the developments relating to the church 
buildingss during the end of the sixteenth and the start of the seventeenth cen-
tury.. It may be concluded that decisions taken in connection with the (further) 
disintegrationn or recovery of these church buildings during this period have 
beenn decisive for the continued existence, reduction or even total disappearance 
off  the villages concerned. In fact an early form of what is currently referred to as 
thee issue of the small settlements is addressed in this way. 

Thee policy-related issue of the current historico-cultural attractiveness of each of 
thee 120 settlements in Zealand is dealt with in an exploratory study. An attempt 
hass been made to indicate this attractiveness on the basis of four characteristics. 
Thesee characteristics refer to the type of landscape in which each settlement is 
located,, the settlement's profile, the type of settlement and its monumentality. 
Thee towns and cities and the protected settlements under the Monuments and 
Historicc Buildings Act score remarkably high. The low level of historico-cultural 
attractivenesss of many settlements in Zealand Flanders is striking. 

THEE WATER ON WALCHEREN 

Variationn is also the point of departure for some of the contributions to the 
regionall  historical hydrological study relating to the (former) island of Walche-
ren,, which are included in the third part of this dissertation. The study does not 
highlightt the well-known struggle against the sea that is so appealing to the ima-
gination,, but the struggle against waterlogging. Owing to its variety the island of 
Walcherenn is anything but typical of Zealand's islands. In addition Walcheren's 
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hydrologicall  history can hardly be explained without an insight in its varied 
structure. . 

Walcheren'ss natural structure consists of elevated sandy ridges - the former tidal 
creekss - and low-lying water meadows - consisting of a clay-layer overlying peat 
-- where conflicts of interests were lurking from the very beginning. Waterways 
weree dug to bridge the gaps. Until 1944 the changes were largely of a gradual 
nature.. As there were virtually no storm floods or inundations, there was hardly 
anyy quantitative loss of land to speak of. However, in a qualitatively respect the 
losss of land was considerable, notably due to the peat digging industry. Despite 
repeatedd prohibitions, restrictions and other measures issued this use, or rather, 
exhaustionn of the soil was continued up to the last quarter of the seventeenth 
century.. The adverse effects on drainage and consequently on possibilities to 
farmm the land would be noticeable for a long time afterwards. Partly as a result of 
thiss agriculture on Walcheren during the nineteenth century occupied an excep-
tionall  position. Walcheren was an exceptional case also because of the large 
numberr of country estates, which occupied some 2,500 hectares, or one eighth of 
thee island around 1750. Just like the road network (including roadside vegeta-
tion)) these estates posed unique problems for the polder authorities. 

Waterr management issues have to be considered in terms of the specific land-
scapee situation on Walcheren. The earliest polder accounts that have survived 
showw that care is predominantly given to drainage, while later sources are evi-
dencee that protection of the coast is of primary importance. Still it cannot be 
concludedd that sea defence was initially of less importance. 

AA separate contribution illustrates the importance of a different source of infor-
mation.. The street plans made by Jacob van Deventer shortly after the middle of 
thee sixteenth century, which are generally regarded as accurate and reliable, also 
offerr leads for hydrological research, especially for the surroundings of towns 
andd cities. A renewed examination of the street plans has shown that in some of 
thee Zealand street plans a uniform symbol which had not been noticed before, is 
usedd which, in several cases, indicates a drainage point, either in the form of a 
sluicee or in the form of a simple type of culvert. 

Sourcess from the seventeenth and eighteenth century scarcely make mention of 
waterlogging,, which was apparently seen as a matter of course. A conflict could 
constitutee an exception to this lack of information, for example the dispute that 
occurredd from 1706 between the Council of the city of Veere and the Walcheren 
polderr authorities, which was heard by the Supreme Court of Holland and Zea-
land.. This dispute, which was about one of the four drainage sluices on Walche-
ren,, located in Veere, offers us the rare chance of creating a picture of the inci-
dencee of waterlogging in the north-eastern part of Walcheren and its (supposed) 
causes.. Because of conflicts of interests between cities and rural areas and con-
flictingg interests among the towns and cities on Walcheren, the matter sur-
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passess the local level and in some respects becomes representative of similar 
situationss elsewhere in the delta. 

Almostt a century later, in 1801, when there was still no solution for the water-
loggingg problem, the Zealand Scientific Society organised a prize contest to make 
ann end to this chronic problem. The proceedings during this contest and espe-
ciallyy the entry which was eventually awarded a prize enable us to get an idea of 
thee manner in which the cause of the problem and its possible solution were 
approached.. However, the contest did not yield a solution, since the conflicts of 
interestss (i.a. between the owners of the larger farms and the estates on the ele-
vatedd sandy ridges on the one hand and the owners of the smaller farms in the 
low-lyingg water meadows on the other) and the financial and technical problems 
weree apparently too big. The first real improvement did not come about until the 
firstfirst pumping station came into operation in 1930. Nowhere else in Zealand had 
waterloggingg been a problem for so long. 

Thee root of the problem for Walcheren were the increasing variations in height 
betweenn the sandy ridges and the water meadows. These were mainly due to a 
dropp in ground level, which was largely caused by peat digging in the water 
meadows.. However, it is generally thought that the effect of this form of exploi-
tationn was negligible after the Middle Ages as a consequence of a tightening of 
regulations.. Hence the increased incidence of waterlogging after this period can 
hardlyy be explained in this way. As far as Walcheren is concerned there is evi-
dencee that this theory must be reviewed. For the period (of over 40 years) after 
15711 the scale of peat digging can be reconstructed in great detail. Contrary to 
earlierr estimates this reconstruction is based on written sources. These sources 
alsoo tell us that peat digging on Walcheren continued at least until the third 
quarterr of the seventeenth century and that, in addition to peat, clay was dug. 

- 2 6 5 --


