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Thee four essays collected in this book all in one way or another 
supplementt the literature on the economics of household behavior. 
Thee first essay supplements this literature focusing on its antecedents. 
Itt discusses the work and life of Hazel Kyrk, a Chicago-economist who 
iss said to have established Chicago as the premier university for the 
studyy of family and consumer economics, but whose work nevertheless 
appearss to have been forgotten by those working in the discipline. The 
secondd essay supplements the bargaining literature on intra-household 
decision-making.. It contains the results of a bargaining experiment 
designedd to experimentally study the trade-off between efficiency and 
strategicc aspects of relationship-specific and general investments in 
bargainingg settings, a trade-off central to bargaining models describing 
fertilityy decisions and decisions to interrupt working life. The last two 
essaysessays supplement the empirical literature on the economics of 
householdd behavior and focus on timing issues of the intra-household 
divisionn of labor. Specifically, the third essay analyzes timing aspects 
off  the division of labor of dual-earner couples in the Netherlands. 
Itt focuses on the degree to which couples synchronize their work 
andd leisure schedules, and analyzes how children influence this 
synchronization.. The fourth essay continues the study of timing 
aspectss of the intra-household division of labor. It zooms in on 
sequencee characteristics of couples' time-use, and generates an 
empiricall  typology of couples' time-use sequences using an Optimal 
Matchingg Analysis, a data-exploratory method only recently imported 
intoo the social sciences from molecular biology and computer science. 
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