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Prefacee and Acknowledgements 

Thiss book dates back to one of the pleasant evenings I enjoyed with two of 
myy friends, Peter  van der  Veer  and Janneke Plantenga, at their  home in 
Utrecht,, a long time ago. They won't remember, and perhaps I wouldn't 
havee either, if it were not for  some lucky turns of fate that put me in the 
positionn to gradually unfold the consequences of an idea I had then only 
conceivedd of vaguely. It must have been some fifteen years ago, and Peter, 
Jannekee and I were reading Marx' s Capital. When our  regular  portion of 
workk was done, discussions took other  turns and directions, and in one of 
themm we considered the idea that the kernel of neoclassical or  marginalist 
economicc theory should be sought in its very specific, and until the current 
day,, pervasive approach to the human mind. 

Too non-economists the image of man depicted in neoclassical econom-
icss is commonly considered so meagre that it hardly can be taken seri-
ously.. Yet, this image has proved persuasive to economists themselves, 
andd its parsimony is even considered by economists, such as Nobel laure-
atee Robert Lucas, as its prime virtue. It is not just the focus on self-interest 
thatt  bothers non-economists. When turnin g to Scottish Enlightenment 
philosopherss such as Hume and Smith, a far  richer  image of man is de-
picted.. Indeed, the very notion of self-interest was analysed in those days 
ass a multifaceted and complex concept. My contention that evening was 
thatt  something changed fundamentally in the way man's mind was con-
ceived,, in what is commonly referred to as the marginalist revolution. This 
wass not just the adoption of utilit y theory by the 1870s, it was something 
else.. Asked what it was, I hadn't much to say. 

Att  that time, I had only a scattered knowledge of the history of eco-
nomics,, and had no specific economist in mind to substantiate my 
thoughts.. This book now explicates those thoughts, and with regard to one 
off  the founders of the marginalist revolution. Bluntl y put, its message is 
thatt  the Victorian polymath Willia m Stanley Jevons established a specific 
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stylee of reasoning in economics, and was thus able to transform its tools 
andd instruments and through them, the universe of the discipline's dis-
course.. The book examines the social and intellectual resources he drew 
upon.. Jevons's approach to economics proved, as we will see, far  broader 
thann his approach to the mind, a fact that undoubtedly added to its persua-
sivenesss for  later  generations of economists. 

Thee fortunate circumstance that gave me the opportunity to embark on this 
projectt  was a telephone call in the early nineties from my present colleague 
Geertt  Reuten to the secondary school in Amsterdam where I then taught 
economics.. His question was whether  I would be willin g to teach a class in 
thee philosophy of science to first year  students in economics. This oppor-
tunit yy introduced me to an extremely inspiring group of researchers, who 
weree all, in one way or  another, engaged in the history and methodology of 
economics,, and practised this field of research (as I learned later  on) in a 
veryy original way. They combined thorough historical research with the 
toolss and instruments not only of the philosophers of science, but also with 
thosee of scholars of science studies, something not regularly done at other 
placess in the world at that time. 

Adriennee van den Bogaard and Marcel Boumans have been indispensa-
blee in teaching me how to carry out research. I should single out Marcel 
Boumans,, and pity him for  having a colleague who continually disturbs 
himm to test his ideas which are at times, plainly stupid. I would like to 
thankk him for  the calm and comradely way in which he endured (and still 
endures)) my presence. Frank Kalshoven, Joshua Cohen, Jack Vromen, 
Edithh Kuiper, Robert Went, Peter  Rodenburg and Hsiang-Ke Chao, some 
off  whom left, some of whom joined the group later  on, have also proved to 
bee valuable colleagues from whom I have learned a lot The joint meetings 
onn measurement mat our  Amsterdam group have enjoyed with colleagues 
att  the Centre for  Philosophy of Natural and Social Science at LSE, pin-
pointedd the defects of my knowledge, but always in a productive way. I 
wouldd especially like to thank Sang Yi and Hasok Chang for  their  encour-
agement. . 

Mostt  notably, however, my thanks go to my supervisor  Mary Morgan, 
withoutt  whom this very thesis would never  have been produced. In fact, to 
havee had the opportunity to engage in discussions with such an extraordi-
naryy historian, economist, and philosopher, has been one of the greatest 
pleasuress of working on this thesis. 
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Thee help of a great many other  people, friends and colleagues, was also 
howeverr  of immense value. It was a pleasure to meet those whom I con-
siderr  to be the real specialists on Jevons: Margaret Schabas, Sandra Peart, 
andd Michael White. At a very early stage, Margaret Schabas encouraged 
mee enormously in pursuing my research interests, as did Sandra Peart at a 
laterr  stage. At many moments in the course of time Michael White's in-
crediblyy detailed knowledge of Jevons's work, of his social environment, 
andd of the intellectual resources he drew on proved indispensable in help-
ingg me to sort out holes in the argument and to add historical detail. Neil 
Dee Marchi' s encouragement also deserves a separate mention. I also ap-
preciatee the same academic spirit in the many others who were of help at 
variouss points in time. Mark Blaug, who now chairs our  research group, 
Ivorr  Grattan-Guinness, Judy Klein, Theodore Porter, Norton Wise, Peter 
Galison,, Marcia Pointon, Melissa Hackney, Neville Nichols, Bert Mossel-
mans,, Adrian Rice, Annie Cot, Nicolas Chaigneau, Philippe Le Gall, Phi-
lippee Bazard, Robert Leonard, Philippe Fontaine, Albert Jolink, Wiebe 
BB ijker , Trudy Dehue, Jo Wachelder  and Ad Prins all commented on my 
writing ,, provided me with additional information, or  gave me the opportu-
nityy to clarify my thoughts. 

Thee cooperation of many librarie s and archives was equally indispensa-
blee in the making of this book. I would lik e to thank Peter  Nockles, Peter 
McNiven,, and John Hodgson of the John Rylands Librar y in Manchester, 
wheree the Jevons Archive is located, for  their  invaluable help. Stephen 
Johnstonn of the Oxford Science Museum answered many of my queries on 
Jevons'ss logical machine, and provided me with information I would not 
havee been able to obtain otherwise. Keith Austin, then affiliated to special 
collectionss at Senate House, University of London Library , kindly guided 
mee through the De Morgan papers. Adrian Byrne, of the Royal Society Ar-
chive,, helped me solve my queries on the Herschel-Jevons correspondence 
locatedd there. I would like to thank the librarian s of King' s College, Old 
Aberdeen,, for  making the Birkwood collection accessible to me and Ngadi 
Kponouu of the Beinecke Library , Yale University, for  providing additional 
informatio nn on the Lewes-Jevons correspondence in their  possession. I 
wouldd also lik e to thank the staff of the British Science Museum for  giving 
mee a demonstration of the working of Babbage's Difference Engine IL 
Further ,, I spent many pleasant hours at the Archive of the Royal Statistical 
Society,, London. Many thanks, finally , go to the staff of the Central Li -
brary ,, the Librar y of Science Dynamics, and the Pierson Library , Univer-
sityy of Amsterdam, especially to Jacob Tiesinga. 
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II  would like to thank Charles Baden-Fuller  for  his hospitality on all the oc-
casionss I was in London visiting yet another  librar y or  archive. Indra Wa-
habb cordially provided me with the opportunity of finishing the last parts 
off  the thesis, for  which I owe him many thanks. Without Hannie Pijnappels 
thee thesis would not have its beautiful cover  page. Without Mary Tyne, the 
bookk would not have the English it has now. 

Theree remains the category of those who predominantly suffered, my 
friends,, my family, and my beloved. And if they did not suffer, I suffered 
sometimess from the lack of their  company which, at some point in writin g 
aa thesis, one inevitably seems to deny oneself. I realise, however, that the 
blamee does not only lie with writin g a thesis. When growing in age, work 
andd children absorb so much of the day, that hardly anything remains. Es-
peciallyy Wim van Duren, Roel Martens, Bernike Pasveer, Peter  Peters, Dan 
Cohen,, Karel Markus, Lex Lohman, Maarten Delvaux, Corry van 
Renselaar,, Julia Koopmans, Machiel Keestra, and, most notably, the 
friendss of my youth, Matthij s Engelberts and Geert Brusewitz, should be 
thankedd for  their  stubborn attempts in keeping me in touch with the world. 
Too Matthij s in particular , I owe more than the usual acknowledgements. 
Friendss like these form an indispensable part, in my opinion, of the laws of 
humann enjoyment. 

Itt  is perhaps one of the paradoxes of modern lif e that those who suffer 
mostt  are those whom one likes the most. In my case, these are my parents, 
myy wife Geerte Wachter, and my children Timo and Jonne. Even if it is an 
illusionn to think that suffering can be redeemed in any way at all, I  hope 
thatt  they are willin g to accept this book in return. 


