
UvA-DARE is a service provided by the library of the University of Amsterdam (https://dare.uva.nl)

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Essays on globalization: a journey to a possibly new stage of capitalism

Went, R.C.P.M.

Publication date
2001

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Went, R. C. P. M. (2001). Essays on globalization: a journey to a possibly new stage of
capitalism. [Thesis, fully internal, Universiteit van Amsterdam - FEE]. UvA.

General rights
It is not permitted to download or to forward/distribute the text or part of it without the consent of the author(s)
and/or copyright holder(s), other than for strictly personal, individual use, unless the work is under an open
content license (like Creative Commons).

Disclaimer/Complaints regulations
If you believe that digital publication of certain material infringes any of your rights or (privacy) interests, please
let the Library know, stating your reasons. In case of a legitimate complaint, the Library will make the material
inaccessible and/or remove it from the website. Please Ask the Library: https://uba.uva.nl/en/contact, or a letter
to: Library of the University of Amsterdam, Secretariat, Singel 425, 1012 WP Amsterdam, The Netherlands. You
will be contacted as soon as possible.

Download date:24 May 2023

https://dare.uva.nl/personal/pure/en/publications/essays-on-globalization-a-journey-to-a-possibly-new-stage-of-capitalism(87860018-a4bb-4675-a897-91a0c3d4a1d2).html


Overview w 

Onee of the conclusions of this dissertation is that 'globalization' is like a 
recently-bornn child: we have given it a name even though we do not know 
yett what sort of person it will turn out to be. This characteristic has put 
limitss on efforts to try to shed theoretical and historical light on 
globalization.. Something that is not (yet) systematic cannot be described 
systematically.. I have therefore tried to elucidate 'the enigma of 
globalization'' through a number of reconnoitering essays, combining 
theoreticall  and historical insights with an account of the toddler's unfolding 
personality. . 

Afterr a brief introductory chapter I present three essays, each of which take 
19th-centuryy ideas and theories as their starting points and gradually 
developp these ideas' relevance for our understanding of contemporary 
globalization.. The essays are organized around three central concepts: 
internationall  trade (chapter 2), the combination of free trade with 
internationall  movement of capital (chapter 3), and the interconnection and 
internationalizationn of the three circuits of capital: trade, finance and 
productionn (chapter 4). Similar themes and arguments recur in the last 
sectionn of each of these essays, when we 'record the toddler's first steps'. 

Sincee the internationalization of trade, finance and production is neither 
linearr nor symmetrical - and because globalization is after all a child of the 
capitalistt economic system - the idea is taking hold that globalization may 
bee conceived as a 'stage' of capitalism. With that in mind the next essay 
(chapterr 5) takes up three theories of stages that were developed in the 
1970s,, that is, prior to the era of globalization. After a delineation of their 
convergencess and divergences, I conclude this essay by proposing a 
synthesiss of these three theories. In chapter 6 I briefly review long swing 
explanationss for the end of the post-Second World War boom. 

Thee final chapter, although like the others it can stand on its own, brings 
alll  the threads together. The theoretical contribution of this essay is its 
applicationn of the concept of stages (chapter 5) to a nation-based 
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(chapterr 3), global maturation of the three circuits of capital (chapter 4). 
Wee can detect a number of traits in the toddler's initial, tentative 
movementss that may give us a picture of the adult it will become. But on 
thee other hand its bones are still too fragile to give us any certainty. For the 
timee being, crises of globalization's adolescence still remain to be 
weathered. . 


