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Preface e 

Alll  in all, this dissertation is the result of more than twelve years of work on the cloth-
ingg and textiles sector. This started with research for my master thesis on the textiles 
andd clothing sector in Egypt. After that, the sector continued to be of interest in re-
searchh projects for NI O and INZET on the role of trade policy in the sector. In teaching 
politicall  economy at the department for Mediterranean and Middle Eastern Studies 
( T C M O)) of the University of Nijmegen, it provided many of the case studies I used in 
myy classes. And finally, it is the result of almost five years of work at the Institute for 
Migrationn and Ethnic Studies ( IMES) and the International Relations section of the 
Politicall  Science department of the University of Amsterdam. My research was part of 
aa larger research project co-ordinated at the IMES on the emergence of migrant-led 
contract-clothingg firms in Amsterdam. In this project, 1 worked together with five 
researcherss from different disciplinary backgrounds, who all focused on different as-
pectss of the contract-clothing firms, and together tried to provide a clear picture of 
whatt has happened in this sector in Amsterdam in the 1980s and 1990s. I very much 
enjoyedd working together in this interdisciplinary PhD research team, co-ordinated at 
thee IMES. For this I thank Marja Dreef, Adem Kumcu, Jan Rath, Flavia Reil, and 
Asiann Zurlu. I am strongly convinced that doing research in such a setting makes 
researchh a more stimulating experience, and can lead to improved results. 

II  feel much indebted to my supervisors Gerd junne, Henk Overbeek and Jan 
Rath.. Each of them in their own way have been of great help in commenting on the 
text,, and gradually making it better. From each of you I learned a great deal. In par-
ticular,, sharing the same office with Gerd Junne I appreciated very much. 

AA large number of other people have been of great help by commenting on (parts) 
off  the text or discussing different aspects of the research: Paul Aarts, Veith Bader, 
Alexx Fernandez, Marianne Franklin, Otto Holman, Kees van der Pijl, Gerda van 
Roozendaal,, Michie! Scheffer, Rens Tap, Karin Waringo, Richard van der Wurff, and 
Erik-Jann Zürcher. I thank my colleagues and the students from TCMO in Nijmegen 
forr the great experience of working in their midst. I think of the IMES as the most ac-
tivee and buzzing department of a university that I know. I still miss the stimulating vii 
discussionss with several colleagues at the International Relations section. Finally, 
II  thank Marianne Franklin and Aileen Lonie for correcting the English. Heleen 
Rondenn I thank for her help with editing the book. I thank Hanneke Kossen for the 
lay-out,, and Peter Visser for making the maps in chapter 3. 




