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Thee subject of this book is the changing organisation of food 
productionn in post-socialist Central and Eastern Europe. 
Thee theories that underpinned land and farm reform policies in 
thee early 1990s are identified as a selective reinvigoration of the 
Classicall arguments against wage-labour farming. The implications 
off this theory, and the expectations it fuelled, are compared to the 
actuall trends of structural change in Central European agriculture 
overr the last decade. The observed divergence between theoretical 
expectationss and actual developments suggests the merit of an 
alternativee framework. An institutional approach to the process 
off farm restructuring is developed and applied in a set of detailed 
empiricall studies, based on survey data collected by the author 
inn the Czech and Slovak Republics. The result is a contribution 
too transition economics, agricultural economics, institutional 
economics,, and the history of economic ideas. On the policy level 
itt is relevant for the analysis of European Union enlargement. 

Dirkk Bezemer graduated with M.Sc. degrees in Agricultural Sciences 
andd Agricultural Economics from Wageningen University in 1995 
andd continued with Ph.D. research at the University of Amsterdam. 
Inn 2000 he was awarded a European Union Marie Curie research 
fellowship,, leading to his present affiliation with Imperial College 
att Wye, University of London. He has taught and published on 
variouss aspects of the economics of transition in Central and 
Easternn Europe. His current research concerns rural development 
inn the region. 
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