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Preface 

The work described in this thesis was done at the Center for Wiskunde en Informatica 
in Amsterdam. Although I have been at the CWI for more than 15 years, this work was 
mainly done in the period from 1997 until 2000. In this period I headed the interactive 
data visualization group in the cluster Software Engineering. 

Many people have contributed to the work in this thesis in some way or another. 
First of all, I would like to thank all the people who have worked in the interactive data 
visualization group. Jan Harkes, Mariska Hoogenboom, Henk Huitema, Joris Knies-
meijer and Susan Krieger, for all the long hours that were required to keep the projects 
running. In particular, Wim de Leeuw and Jurriaan Mulder have been exceptional in 
providing the technical expertise in data visualization and virtual reality. 

Paul Klint has been a fantastic mentor in this period. Not only as my research advi
sor, but also as an advisor for all the organizational problems I encountered throughout 
the years. Paul's constructive, enthusiast and unbiased approach to problem solving 
has always been greatly stimulating. 

From 1993, Jack van Wijk has acted as a visualization handbook. Jack's original, 
yet non-mainstream, ideas have been a joy to work with. Memorable also were the 
morning coffee sessions in the CWI kantine, which brought us up-to-date with the 
daily gossip. 

Roel van Driel has taught me how synergy can be achieved in research projects. I 
distinctly remember the beginning years and the confusing discussions we had about 
the word interaction. Apparently, biologists and computer scientists associate different 
meanings to that word. 

I would also like to thank the other members of the leescommissie (Prof. Frans 
Groen, Prof. Hans Hagen, Prof. Bob Hertzberger, Prof. Erik Jansen) for their thorough 
reading of and comments on the thesis. 

Finally, I would like to thank Willem, Susan, Floor, Laura, Phil, Wilma, Sabine 
and Floris for the warmth and kindness they provided outside my professional life. I 
will always remember the days and nights in the Barnesteeg as being the most lively 
times in Amsterdam. 




