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Thiss research conceives of development as a process, which is aimed at increasing 
people'ss indivi-dual political, social and economic freedoms, or capabilities, and at enabling 
themm to make their own choices and decisions. Free and independent information dissemi-
nationn plays an important role in that process. In rural areas of developing countries, radio, 
forr example, is very important in disseminating information. However, this information does 
nott always meet the existing demand for information. In addition, physical distances 
typicallyy hamper exchanges of existing information, knowledge and experience. Electronic 
mediaa can cover those distances and thus facilitate the dissemination of local information, 
knowledgee and experience. This research claims that combinations of local, independent 
masss media and electronically supported people's networks are most suited to generate 
andd spread useful and appropriate information content. However, in developing countries 
thee State appears to be interested mostly in centrally controlled one-directional information 
flowss through national mass media. Therefore, the conclusion of the research is that the 
technicall capabilities of electronic media are not being fully exploited for the benefit of 
peoplee in rural areas of developing countries. The socio-political and economic aspects 
off development policies prevent the use of electronic media to increase the individual 
freedomss of people in rural areas of developing countries to make their own decisions. 
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