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12.. Thanx to y'all 

General General 

Thankss are due to all people that in one way or another contributed to the realization of this 
work. . 

Specified Specified 

II  have decided to thank just a few people individually. Please do not take it personally if you 
aree not one of the chosen; I left out some of my best friends. 

Speciall  thanks go to Jaap van der Meer, who over the years became more than just a 

competent,, dedicated supervisor and a pleasant colleague. I think our friendship may be 
regardedd as a breakthrough in the unceasing Battle of the Northern Provinces. 

II  further thank Simon Carr for interesting and enjoyable get-togethers, most of which were 

'graced'' with a few or more pints. "Honest Jaap, we have been working". 

II  want to thank my 'Antarctic mate' Matt Paterson for his very pleasant company during the 
1998-19999 Allan Hill s expedition. "Blow, wind, blow. Blow our troubles away." 

II  also thank Kenneth Rijsdijk for his infectious enthusiasm in all of our scientific discussions. 
Mayy our co-operation last till  stubbornness do us part. 

II  got to know Kamil Zaniewski as a helpful and very witty person. I think his skills in 

analysingg images should be awarded with the title 'Graphics wizard'. Never mind the Ph.D. 
Finally,, a few words for Reina. Talking over what to write down to acknowledge her 

contributionn to this thesis, she once jokingly said that I would probably have finished earlier 

withoutt her... As such this remark is by no means illustrative for her role, but it does illustrate 
thatt she is very much 'down-to-earth'. I wouldn't trade her for the world. 
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