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33 The decision making perspective 

3.11 Introduction 

Inn the previous chapter, the macro level changes with respect to age specific fertility were 
describedd and some macro level explanations for these changes were put forward. That 
chapterr was included to provide background information. The research questions 
formulatedd in the introductory chapter make it clear that the focus of attention here is 
actuallyy on the micro level of individual decision making. 

Thee choice for micro level research to investigate decision making seems evident. It would 
havee been possible to investigate timing decisions on the macro level. In such a study, the 
decisionn making would be assumed and would usually be inferred from the data. Should a 
correlationn between level of education and timing of fertility later in life be found, the 
conclusionn would be drawn that women with a high level of education had decided to 
postponee childbirth. Although the conclusion seems plausible, it would only be one of 
manyy possible explanations of the correlation observed. Study of the actual individual 
levell  decision making process is necessary to validate such a conclusion made on the basis 
off  macro level data. The correlations between variables found on the macro level of 
analysiss can best be explained by descending to the micro level of analysis (Willekens 
1990). . 

Itt is important to be aware of the differences between the various social sciences regarding 
thee level of analysis they usually employ. Lindenberg (1992) distinguishes between the 
theoreticall  and the analytical primacy of the social science disciplines. Sociology, 
economics,, and demography traditionally have an analytic primacy at the aggregate level. 
Scientistss in these disciplines analyse social systems, and the system is the unit of analysis. 
Theyy study and explain the purposive actions of human beings. Therefore, their theoretical 
primacyy lies on the individual level, which is necessary to provide explanations for 
phenomenaa at the aggregate level. Psychology, on the other hand, has both theoretical and 
analyticall  primacy at the individual level. Bagozzi and Van Loo (1978) describe a scale 
fromm situational determinism to psychological determinism. The latter perspective starts 
withh needs, motives and other mental events as primary antecedents of fertility. In our 
study,, intended to yield insights into individual decision making processes on a 
demographicc life event, we have restricted ourselves to the study of fertility decision 
makingg at the individual level. Formulated in Lindenberg's terms, our theoretical as well 
ass our analytical primacy lies at the individual level. We certainly have no wish to exclude 
situationall  influences, so we take an intermediate position on the scale from situational to 
psychologicall  determinism. 

Thee choice of an individual level study does not imply an assumption that women make 
fertilityy timing decisions completely on their own, as if isolated from their social 
environment.. Influences from other people in the decision making process are 
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conceptualizedd as influences that affect the decision maker. It is not the couple's 
interactionss while coming to a decision which are being studied, but rather the woman's 
contributionn to this process which has our attention. There has been considerable debate 
onn the issue of taking the couple or the individual as the unit of analysis. Opting for a 
couple'ss decision making implies the inclusion of a quite different set of determinants 
fromm those involved when the individual is the unit of analysis. Couple interactions in 
fertilityy decision making involve factors related to communication, social power 
differencess between partners, and partner agreement (Beekman 1978; 1982). Although 
thesee factors are important, they are not the primary interest of this project. The aim here 
wass to investigate the determinants of female fertility decision making. The male 
contributionn is therefore conceptualized as having an indirect effect on timing outcomes 
viaa female decision making. 

Withh the level and unit of analysis now established, the next issue to consider is the 
specificationn of decision making. Simon (1992) draw a distinction between decision 
makingg and problem solving that allows us to define the construct of decision making 
clearly.. Decision making is seen to be composed of evaluating and choosing, as opposed 
too problem solving, which has more to do with setting goals and designing actions. From 
thiss line of thinking it follows that decision making involves tastes, and therefore has a 
strongg motivational component. Problem solving is more rational in nature and has a 
strongg cognitive component. Planning the fertility life course is not seen as just 
motivationall  or rational, but with components of both inherent in the process. 
Motivationall  as well as rational determinants have therefore been incorporated in our 
conceptuall  framework. 

Withh the introduction of the study of individual level decision making into demography, 
conceptss that do not belong in the traditional demographic conceptual framework become 
important.. Such concepts as attitudes, motivations, and reasons currently take a more 
centrall  place than was previously the case in demographic decision making research. In 
herr paper on life strategies, Nf Bhrolchain (1993) introduced some relatively new concepts 
thatt raise questions about which conceptual framework should be used. She introduced the 
conceptt of strategy as an instrument for studying decision making in developed countries. 
Thiss notion certainly contributes to the understanding of decision making on the timing of 
fertilityy in the Netherlands (Wijsen 1993). Ni Bhrolchain's description of the various 
componentss that are bound up in the concept, such as goal directedness, choice, 
complexity,, time-reference, control, rationality, and instrumentality, makes it apparent that 
thee study of decision making can be approached from different perspectives, but all of 
themm must use an active and bounded rational model of man. 

Inn the next section, an overview of fertility decision making research is given. The 
conceptuall  frameworks used in fertility studies from the microeconomic, behavioural, and 
motivationall  approaches are reviewed. The emphasis in the following section on the life 
coursee perspective is on life cycle elements in fertility timing. The chapter concludes with 
aa section presenting the conceptual framework used in this study. 
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3.22 An overview of fertility decision making research 

Itt is possible to distinguish fertility timing decisions and behaviour from other fertility 
decisionss or behaviour, but a full understanding of the timing aspects requires an 
understandingg of how these are incorporated in fertility decision making as a whole. We 
havee therefore not confined ourselves to the literature about timing research, but have 
reviewedd the whole range of fertility decision making research to identify the determinants 
off  timing. 

3.2.11 The microeconomic approach 

Economicc theories of fertility seek to predict the number of children an individual (or 
couple)) has by assuming that the processes of decision making on having children are 
comparablee with the processes of decision making on buying market goods. People seek to 
maximizee their utility, which is a function of the desired family size, the costs of each 
child,, and the quantity and costs of other commodities that the individual wants (Becker 
1981).. At first sight this may seem a rather simple way of considering having children and 
itt would not seem to contribute much to the idea of individual decision making on having 
aa (next) child. However, by assuming that the decision to have a child is of the same 
naturee as the decision to purchase any other commodity, the microeconomics specialists 
implicitlyy stressed the importance of the decision making aspects of fertility. That is why 
thee numerous contributions to the microeconomic line of research have been very 
influentiall  on other scientific disciplines involved in the study of fertility decision making. 

Thee discipline of economics has made three important contributions to research on fertility 
(Bagozzii  & Van Loo 1978). These are: the application to fertility of the economic theory 
off  consumer behaviour; the new home economics approach; the extension of economic 
researchh with non economic variables. We briefly describe here each of these 
contributionss and highlight the notions that are important for individual decision making. 

Individualss make rational choices between children and market goods dependent on their 
incomee and their individual taste' for children. Fertility behaviour is viewed as consumer 
behaviour.. With this assumption, economists introduced the notion of intentional decision 
makingg into fertility research. First of all, income and the prices of goods and children 
weree entered into the classical utility function. The decision making rule is the 
maximizationn of utility. People will choose that combination of number of children and 
numberr of goods that gives them the highest possible satisfaction (=utility). This is a 
classicc example of rational choice behaviour. 

Thee new home economics recognized that households not only consume goods and 
children,, but also produce final goods. The time spent on producing final goods becomes 
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importantt and so costs of time enter the utility function. Children are final goods and the 
numberr of children is determined by the relative price of children compared with the price 
off  other goods, given the budget constraints. The quality of children plays an important 
partt in this process. The number of children wanted, their quality, and their relative costs 
aree variables in a function that maximizes the utility for the individual (Becker 1981). The 
interactionn of quantity and quality explains why the relationship between income and 
numberr of children is not always positive. With the introduction of time costs, the concept 
off  the opportunity costs of children becomes important in explaining fertility. 

Thee microeconomic approach concentrates its efforts on the demand for children, ignoring 
thee 'production side' (Easterlin 1978, p. 67) of having children. Easterlin adds factors 
relatedd to fertility regulation to the basic economic fertility model. The motivation of the 
couplee and their attitudes toward fertility regulation are important in explaining its fertility 
behaviour.. Preferences, or tastes for children, expressing the degree of satisfaction 
attachedd to various possible combinations of children and other economic goods, enter the 
utilityy function. According to Easterlin, these preferences show important person-to-
personn differences that depend mainly on socio-structural and socio-cultural characteristics 
(religion,, colour, nativity, place of residence, education, family economic background, and 
numberr of siblings, for example). 

Becker,, as Easterlin, deals with the factors that determine the number of children a woman 
wil ll  have at the end of her fertile period. Neither of them indicates, however, at what age 
off  the mother these children will be bom. Easterlin (1978, p. 68) even assumes that 
"...prospectivee parents are not concerned about the spacing of births..". This assumption is 
nott valid in modern western society, but it remains one of the inbuilt restrictions of the 
microeconomicc model, since the model was designed primarily to predict number of 
childrenn rather than to study the timing aspects of fertility. 

Siegerss (1987) gives some examples of how the timing and spacing of children can be 
relatedd to the number of children in a microeconomic fertility framework. This influence 
takess effect via the level of income a woman has and expects to have in the future and the 
opportunityy costs she will have when she has children. A woman with a high level of 
educationn expects her income to rise steeply. She will therefore have her child very soon 
afterr completing her education, because her time will soon become more expensive. 
Havingg a high educational level is thus not considered capable of explaining the 
postponementt of childbirth. Razin's (Razin 1980) model predicts precisely the opposite 
effectt from the level of education. The life course of a woman has three parts: before 
childrenn are born; when children are present; without children again. A woman's income 
wil ll  be lowest in the middle part of the life course, because she is then likely to be working 
part-timee and the care of children costs money. Highly educated women will have higher 
incomess and will therefore postpone having their first child, because they have more 
moneyy to lose when having children. It is clear that the level of education and the related 
levell  of income are variables that could influence the decision when to have children. 
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However,, the exact nature of the relationship at the individual level can be interpreted in 
differentt ways. 

Thee microeconomic approach to fertility decision making has received criticism both from 
withinn the field of economics and from other disciplines (Bagozzi & Van Loo 1978; Adler 
1979;; Zey 1992). The disadvantages amount to three points: 

Thee method relies on the assumption that decision making can be operationalized by 
usingg a utility function. The psychological decision making process as such is no 
objectt of study, but rather an assumption of rational decision making is made; 

-- The scope for choosing determinants in the utility function is limited. The validity of 
thee method is thereby decreased, because the distance from 'real life' fertility decision 
makingg appears to be substantial; 
Traditionally,, the dependent variable chosen was child number. The link with timing 
couldd be inferred indirectly, but was not an explicit object of study. In more recent 
researchh discussed by Gustafsson (2001) the timing of maternity becomes the explicit 
topicc of study, but she concludes that 'Economic theorizing on the optimal age at 
givingg birth in general weighs the pleasure of early births against the lower cost of later 
births'' (p. 244). Thus it is assumed that women want to have a child early on in their 
lifee but postpone having a child, merely for economic reasons. 

Itt cannot however be denied that the microeconomic approach has made important 
contributionss to fertility decision making research. The advantages of the economic 
perspectivee are twofold; 

Byy viewing fertility as consumption, economics has introduced a new and useful 
perspectivee on fertility decision making. As demonstrated in the remainder of this 
chapter,, the approach forms the basis of the models proposed by other disciplines. 
Thee microeconomic approach has not only introduced the importance of the financial 
costss of children, but also that of the costs of time. The issues of female labour force 
participation,, socio structural variables such as level of education, and the relative 
levell  of a partner's income have all evolved from the economic perspective. These 
factorss have proved to be important determinants of several fertility indicators. 

3.2.2.. Fertility decision making from a behavioural perspective 

Insteadd of thinking of fertility as a form of purchase, as economists do, behavioural 
theoriess of fertility conceptualize fertility as strictly individual behaviour. Fertility does not 
meann the number of children that a group of women have; it has to do with an individual 
orr a couple having or not having a child in a particular situation. Fertility is viewed as a 
formm of purposive behaviour, as the result of (more or less) intentional decision making. 

Inn the early 1970s, the 'Value of Children' research project started. It was a cross-cultural 
studyy that adopted a decision making approach to fertility (Fawcett 1970, 1972, 1973; 
Hoffmann & Hoffman 1973). The conceptual framework resembled the microeconomic 
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frameworkk in its emphasis on the costs and benefits of children. The underlying line of 
thoughtt is straightforward: people decide about having a (next) child after weighing up the 
costss and benefits of an additional child. But the value-of-children approach has a broader 
orientation.. Non monetary costs and non economic satisfactions are introduced as 
importantt determinants. Furthermore, attention is paid to the fact that the perceived costs 
andd benefits may be more important than the actual costs and benefits. This approach can 
bee viewed as the beginning of the introduction of the importance of individual processes in 
fertilit yy decision making research. 

Inn a sense, the conceptual framework of the value-of-children study has not been very 
refined.. All kinds of values and dis-values are treated as being equivalent to each other. 
Peoplee are asked to rate a number of positive and negative possible consequences of 
havingg children, or to choose the most important consequence (Bulatao & Arnold 1977; 
Bulataoo 1981). Although the paramount importance in fertility decision making research 
off  the value-of-children approach is beyond question, its conceptual scope is rather 
limited.. Attention is only paid to the consequences a child has for its parents' life. Of 
course,, there are other important factors that contribute to fertility decision making. 

Inn 1978, Bagozzi and Van Loo presented their interactionism model for fertility. It builds 
onn the economic view and then departs from it: family income and opportunity costs 
influencee fertility, but only indirectly, through intervening endogenous social 
psychologicall  processes. The empirical test of the model confirms this idea, but the 
authorss themselves admit that they are far from explicit in their description of the 
individuall  processes: 

'... the actual causal mechanisms linking independent and dependent variables are not 
explicitlyexplicitly modelled hut rather are presumed operative.'(p.224) 

Withh their theory of reasoned action, Ajzen and Fishbein (Fishbein & Ajzen 1975; Ajzen 
&&  Fishbein 1980) constructed a theoretical model with the aim of predicting behaviour. 
Thee model asserts that performing behaviour is determined by the intention to do so. The 
intentionn to behaviour has two determinants: the attitude towards the behaviour, and a 
normativee component. An attitude is composed of two elements: beliefs about the 
consequencess of the behaviour; the subjective probability of the occurrence of the 
consequence.. People are assumed to have a few salient expectations about the 
consequencess of intended behaviour (beliefs) and they have some evaluative idea about 
thee goodness or badness of the expected consequences. It is a highly cognitive model, 
becausee people are assumed to undertake cognitive work with their beliefs and evaluations 
inn order to produce an attitude toward the behaviour. The same mechanisms are at work in 
constructingg the normative component. Perceived beliefs of important others are combined 
cognitivelyy with the motivation to comply with these others. This process yields the social 
normm for the intended behaviour. 

Thee decision rule on which the model is based is the optimization of subjective expected 
valuess (Campbell et al. 1982). The approach resembles the microeconomic and value-of-
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childrenn approaches in the sense that it is based on the weighing up of costs and benefits. 
Thee choice of determinants, however, differs somewhat. Values can be viewed as a form 
off  utility; values are subjective utilities. The attitude is constructed through weighing up 
costss and benefits (evaluation of beliefs). The social norm is a 'new' addition with respect 
too the classical microeconomic models and the value-of-children approach. The implicit 
decisionn rule is not utility maximization, but rather optimization of the expected value 
componentss (attitudes and subjective norm), given - among other things -the social norms 
surroundingg the decision maker. 

Thee Ajzen and Fishbein model was successfully employed in several studies designed to 
predictt the likelihood of having additional children (Vinokur-Kaplan 1978; Moors et al. 
1989;; Niphuis-Nell 1981). Intentions, attitudes, and social norms were related to actual 
behaviour.. The results indicate that the model gives satisfactory results, although it has 
twoo shortcomings. 

First,, certain additional concepts are needed to improve the explanatory power of the 
model.. The incorporation of family stage (Moors 1974), preceding behaviour (Bentlar & 
Speckartt 1979), or self-efficacy (Bagozzi & Van Loo 1989) into the Fishbein and Ajzen 
modell  improves its explanatory power of fertility intentions and behaviour. Some of these 
variabless can have direct effects on behaviour instead of, as the theory of reasoned action 
states,, always being mediated by social norms and attitudes. De Jong-Gierveld and 
Liefbroerr (1988) constructed a model which included socio-structural and socio-cultural 
variabless of perceived behavioural control; objective conditions were also incorporated. 
Followingg the criticisms made, Ajzen (1991) improved the original model by adding 
perceivedd behavioural control and relinquishing the strict assumption about the 
mathematicall  operationalization of the subjective expectancy values. Ajzen considered 
thiss operationalization only partially successful. 

Second,, only one type of behaviour can be analysed at a time. The model offers no 
opportunityy to include a choice between alternative behaviours, simply because no such 
conceptt is included. There is, for instance, the very important issue in fertility decision 
makingg of the combination strategy of work and children. The use of only one attitude 
towardss behaviour is an unjustifiable simplification, especially in the highly complex case 
off  fertility behaviour. Behaviour is almost always based on several attitudes (Van der Pligt 
&&  De Vries 1991). Bagozzi and Van Loo (1989) put forward a new model as a solution: 
thee purposeful behaviour theory of work and family-size decisions. It is an expectancy-
valuee model designed specifically to explain goal achievement on parallel careers. Work 
andd family size decisions are assumed to be made either sequentially or simultaneously. 
Thee decisions are dependent on each other; attitudes towards the one aspect are therefore 
alsoo important in decision making on the other. 

Thee behavioural models just described have usually been designed to explain some kind of 
purposivee behaviour. The models are then used in several studies to explain fertility 
behaviourr in specific terms. The results are promising and have enhanced our 
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understandingg of an individual's decision making about a (next) child, contraception, and 
otherr related issues. Until recently, however, no empirical studies existed with the timing 
off  a (next) child as the dependent variable. Timing was frequently mentioned as a by-
productt of the wish for an additional child (Beekman 1978). The growing importance of 
thee timing aspects of fertility has led to some attention for it at the conceptual level. Miller 
andd Pasta (1994) have made an important contribution. They distinguish three aspects of 
thee wish to have children (or fertility desires). Fertility desires are either childbearing 
desiress (the desire for a(nother) child), or they are family-size desires (the desire for a 
specificc number of children), or they are child-timing desires (the desire for a child at a 
certainn time in the future). People are thus supposed to have intrinsic wishes regarding the 
timingg of their children. The timing of the children is therefore not (solely) the by-product 
off  the decision making on the number of children wanted (as the microeconomics 
specialistss have suggested), but the wish to have a child at a particular time in one's life 
cann be a goal in itself. 

Thus,, following Miller and Pasta, one of the antecedents of child-timing intentions is 
child-timingg desires. Desires are the product of individual mental states such as attitudes, 
beliefs,, and motivations. While the most important concepts of the theory of planned 
behaviourr can be found in this framework, it has the advantage that the role of multiple 
attitudess as determinants of decisions on fertility timing is recognized. 

3.2.33 Motherhood motivations in fertility decision making 

Thee literature with a microeconomic or a behavioural perspective tends to ignore one 
aspectt of fertility decision making: motherhood itself. Motherhood is often seen as a 
psychologicall  concept that has no place in fertility research. Beekman incorporates the 
hypotheticall  concept of motivation-to-parenthood into a rational-type model of fertility: 

'Motivationn to parenthood is .... the general strength of the tendency to have a first or 
ann additional child. It represents a predisposition to act and serves to arouse, maintain, 
andd direct behaviors toward or away from the goal of having a first or an additional 
child.. The strength of motivation for or against a/another child depends on the 
perceivedd satisfactions and costs ...as compared to various alternatives to children. 
Rewardss and costs can be defined as perceived positive outcomes (satisfactions and 
benefits)) and negative outcomes (costs) associated with having and interacting with an 
nthh child.' (Beekman 1978, p.60). 

Althoughh an attempt has been made, the author does not really present a new motivational 
perspectivee on the concept of motivation; in the definition of parenthood motivation, he 
returnss to the traditional mechanism of weighing up costs and benefits. We have to turn to 
otherr disciplines if we are to find a better way of incorporating motivational considerations 
intoo the conceptual model for fertility research. 
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Thee rational choice approach needs to be complemented by the view that decision making 
aboutt the timing of having children can be a highly emotional process. And since men and 
womenn have clearly different behavioural patterns to deal with emotions, -women 
experiencee and express more prosocial emotions and female roles are more often based on 
emotionss (Fischer 1993, 2000)-, we have to distinguish motherhood motivation and 
fatherhoodd motivation as possibly two different aspects of the same concept of parenthood 
motivation.. In this study we will only deal with motherhood motivation. 

Motherhoodd motivation may play an important part as a driving force in the process of 
timingg decision making. Miller and Pasta (1988) provide support for this assumption. 
Theyy find that women with a negative maternal motivation have their children at a later 
agee then women with a positive maternal motivation. These effects were found 
irrespectivee of the age of the mother or expected number of children. 

Thee reason why the aspect of motherhood has so often been ignored in fertility research 
mightt be that the concept of motherhood, or motherhood motivation, is very complex. The 
conceptt is very difficult to grasp. The exact nature of a motivation in general and 
motherhoodd motivations in particular still has to be fully conceptualized. 

Sincee the mid 1970s, considerable research has been undertaken to identify the dimensions 
underlyingg the salient beliefs on children and/or parenthood. The results indicate that such 
dimensionss evolve from a general value system (for example, the materialism - post 
materialismm dimension of Inglehart, 1977). Since values and norms are shifting most of the 
timee (Halman et al. 1987; Alwin 1992), so are intrinsic motivations for having children. 
Knijnn and Verheijen (1988) carried out the most recent research in the Netherlands on this 
topic.. They found a shift of motherhood opinions from sacrificing motherhood in the 
1960ss (women are meant to be mothers, and therefore must take on the responsibility) to 
educatingeducating motherhood in the 1970s. Motherhood is an explicit task and is no longer seen 
ass a natural part of a woman's tasks. In the 1980s, women find self-actualization the most 
importantt aspect of motherhood. Having a child is a means to a fulfilled life. Morahan-
Martinn (1991) also found support for changes in motherhood opinions in the United 
States.. She found that parenthood motivations among young adults became more positive 
betweenn 1976 and 1986. The American results correspond with those of Knijn and 
Verheijenn for the Netherlands. Knijn and Verheijen (1988) did not, however, investigate 
thee combination of motherhood opinions and the timing of motherhood; this combination 
couldd be an important factor. Women who have their children late may do so because they 
doo not think they would have a fulfilled life in just having children. For this reason, the 
intrinsicc motivation of older mothers will probably be different from that of younger 
mothers.. Keuzenkamp (1995) shows that the age at first (and second) childbirth is indeed 
higherr for work-oriented women than for motherhood oriented women in a study on Dutch 
women. . 
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3.33 The life course perspective 

Studyingg the decision making on timing a child almost compels us to adopt a life course 
perspective.. The focus of attention is thereby directed to intertwining life courses. Usually, 
thee timing of fertility is measured as the age of the mother at the moment of birth; the 
timingg is operationalized in terms of individual time. Hence, the individual biography up 
too the moment of childbirth is an important source of information for understanding why a 
childd was bom at a particular time. It is important to realize that every individual has 
severall  parallel and intertwined biographies that influence behaviour (Willekens, 1991). In 
thee case of fertility behaviour, four such biographies are of interest (Birg, 1986): the 
fertilityy life course itself, the occupational life course, the social life course, and the 
developmentall  (or psychological) biography. An individual decides through the decision 
makingg process which alternative life course is to be pursued and will be the dominant life 
coursee for which the other domains of life may have to be adjusted. 

Bulataoo and Fawcett (1981) point out that there are several successive decisions in the 
contextt of life cycle events. We can therefore conceptualize the successive fertility events 
ass a fertility career. An important aspect of this biography for the study of fertility decision 
makingg is the timing of the decisions whether or not to have children (irrespective of 
quantity)) and decisions concerning the postponement of a pregnancy. Postponement might 
havee been the outcome after a period of serious doubts (Van Luijn & Parent 1990; Van 
Luijnn 1996), which has its influence on timing. Whether these decisions are taken 
intentionallyy or not, in each case the timing of the decision itself is important in providing 
insightt into the process of fertility decision making. 

Thee occupational career is related to the fertility career (as mentioned in the section on 
microeconomicc fertility research). Their mutual interdependence has resulted in a huge 
amountt of research that has yet to lead to definitive conclusions about the relationship 
betweenn the timing of having children and indicators of women's labour force 
participation.. (Ni Bhrolchain 1986 1993; Siegers et al. 1991; Ermisch 1991). Elements of 
thee educational career are also present in the occupational career. The educational career 
hass an indirect effect on timing decisions via the occupational career. Women with a high 
levell  of education tend to invest more heavily in their occupational careers. But there is 
alsoo a direct effect from the length of the educational career on the timing of the life 
course.. Today, women tend to spend more years of their lives in school, or at university. 
Thee influence on their fertility timing is direct, because it is extremely rare for Dutch 
womenn to have children while still at school. 

Thee social and developmental life courses are indirectly related to the fertility career. 
Aspectss related to the family cycle (birth of a child of lower birth order, death of a parent, 
havingg a partner, for example) are of interest, but so are aspects of the personal 
developmentt of the (future) parents. People develop through different stages in which 
differentt aspects of life become salient (Erikson 1980), so that feelings of maturity or 
immaturityy may play a part in postponing fertility. Women might not feel ready to have a 
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childd although the biological age at which this stage would be propitious has already been 
reached.. Previously (chapter one), we referred to this personality characteristic as the 
subjectivesubjective age. 

3.44 The conceptual framework for the fertility decision making process 

Thiss review of the literature on fertility decision making has made it clear that there are 
variouss kinds of determinants of the timing aspects of the fertility career. In this section, 
thesee determinants are integrated into a conceptual model for the study of decision making 
onn fertility. It is important to note at this stage that the model explicitly excludes any 
decisionss pertaining to whether or not one wants to have children at all. Such decisions are 
off  a totally different nature and would need a different model. 

Inn general terms, the model in figure 3.1 is based on traditional behavioural models (see 
sectionn 3.2.2); it has a structure with behaviour as the dependent variable. Behaviour is 
viewedd as the outcome of the preceding decision making process. Not only is fertility 
behaviourr of interest; behaviour concerning the alternative life courses, which is decided 
uponn simultaneously, has also been placed in this field of the conceptual model. 

Ass we have seen, in all behavioural models, although behaviour is the variable of ultimate 
interest,, the behavioural intention that precedes this behaviour is important. The first 
outcomee variable of decision making could be said to be the intention towards certain 
behaviour.. Since behavioural intention is difficult to measure (especially from a 
retrospectivee perspective), it is used as an explanatory construct; a latent variable that 
mediatess the influence of the decision making determinants. 

Whetherr or not a positive intention can be transformed into the intended behaviour 
depends,, among other things, on the circumstances constituting the opportunities and 
constraints.. In the case of fertility, two important life domains are important elements of 
thesee circumstances. First, there is physical fecundity. For instance, when a woman has 
difficultiess in conceiving, the intention-behaviour link is inhibited. Second, there is the 
availabilityy of a male partner. When no suitable partner is present in a woman's life, 
havingg a child becomes difficult. In addition to the direct effect on the intention-behaviour 
link,, the circumstances as they present themselves to a woman may also influence the 
intentionn to behaviour. For instance, if no suitable partner is available, the intention to 
havee another child is probably not very strong. 

Noww the outcome and the circumstances of the fertility decision making process have been 
established,, we consider how the process itself has been conceptualized. The model is 
initiatedd with two input concepts. Motherhood motivation is viewed as the driving force of 
thee fertility life course that triggers the process of fertility decision making. A similar 
drivingg force is found for the parallel life course that forms an alternative to having 
children:: the orientation towards alternative life courses. Both motivations are entered into 
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thee actual decision making, which is an individual cognitive process. In this study, we 
havee not concerned ourselves with the precise way in which these cognitive processes 
comee about. The concept of the combination of the two life courses suffices to support an 
understandingg that the process is intentional and rational. 

Thee process of input, decision making, and output is repeated for every child a woman has. 
Off  course, the process always starts with the decision making process for a first child and 
itt always ends with the process for having a last child. In this way, the ongoing fertility and 
alternativee life courses are integrated. However, in order to make a series of processes, an 
evaluationn must be incorporated into the model. A woman who has already been through 
thee entire process once will enter it on the next occasion with more experience and 
knowledgee about the combination. Consequently, ideas and motivations regarding 
childrenn and the alternative life courses may be altered. 

Thee last concept in the model is that of the socio-structural and socio-cultural variables. 
Thesee variables pertaining to socioeconomic status and religion are traditionally included. 
Theree is no particular place in the model where these variables exert their influence, but 
theyy are assumed to influence the entire process. They are therefore given in the form of a 
broadd bar along the model. 
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Figuree 3. 1 Conceptual framework for child-timing behaviour and decision making 

inputt decision making output evaluation 

motherhood d 
motivation n 

Orientation n 

towards s 
alternative e 

lifee courses 

\ \ 
V. . 

/ / 

Su Su 

combination n behavioural l 
intentions s 

<< \ 

behaviour r 
-- timing first child 
-- work 

evaluation n 

circumstances s 
-- infertility 

 partner availability 

motherhood d 
motivation n 

Orientation n 

towards s 
alternative e 

\ \ 

/ / 

StageStage 2 

behavioural l 
intentions s 

... - f 

behaviour r 
-- timing second child 
-- work 

evaluation n 

circumstances s 
-- infertility 
-- partner availability 

socio-structurall and socio-cultural variables 

-41--



-42--


