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Originally the focus was only on individual or household land. With new interest for
environment, common lands and state property is included also. As seen before there is
evidence that livelihood strategies are not limited to individually held lands, important
seasonal effects on food security can be compensated for from common or state lands and
forests. Examples can be found in Albania where peasants increased the number of
livestock grazing on common land dramatically, while at the same time intensifying
agricultural production on their newly acquired plots of land. Findings and conclusions of
Thiesenhusen confirm the possibility of approaching food security from the left-hand side of
the figure. An important confirmation of the food security paradigm is the notion that not only
change in land tenure brings about an improvement (or a change) in agricultural production,
but that this improvement is also the result of a change in resource use. A change in land
tenure arrangements may provide farmers with the possibility to lease land (change in land
use) or to buy land with credit obtained by using the land as collateral. By introduction of
mechanization labor input will change (diminish) and farmers may be able to free time to
acquire knowledge of new agricultural methods and applications of biotechnology.

5.1.3 THE FOOD SECURITY PARADIGM VISUALIZED

Before visualizing the food security paradigm, | want to introduce ‘initial situation’ as a first
element in the paradigm to stress that the nature of the proposed measurements aim at
introduction of a new property regime. It should also be noted that the flow has been
changed from left to right into top to bottom.

The model for the food security paradigm is based on the findings and considerations as
presented in this paragraph. The scheme is an oversimplification of reality. By the nature of
it — showing one way relations (top - down) only - it will also be clear that the scheme does
not provide answers for a variety of questions that do not follow the one way pattern.
Nevertheless it does raise a number of important issues for countries in transition. Do
individuals gain access to land? Do individuals use the newly acquired opportunities? Does
the element “change in consumption” automatically result in change in nutritional status or
do individuals make the choice to consume resources by obtaining capital goods instead of
food (a situation | encountered in a project in Poland)? These questions should be asked
apart from the model and the analysis of the links between land tenure and food security.
















































