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Strugglingg for land in the Diamaré 

Thee bush has totally gone!" That was the only thought that entered my mind when I saw the 
vastt stretches of bare soil between Kolara and Kobo. Two years before, an extended savannah 
forestt had covered this part of the Diamaré. Now the strip of dense trees and shrubs along the 
Kobo-Kolaraa road hides the evidence of the heavy clearance activities that have taken place 
moree to the centre of the bush. The process is continuing in all directions. 

Sincee the beginning of the 1990s, the bush area south-east of Maroua has been invaded 
moree and more often by cultivators who clear the bush and establish agricultural fields. For 
agess this area has been used by cattle keepers during the rainy season, when the dry season 
pasturess of the Yaeré plain become flooded with the waters of the Logone River. 
Unfortunately,, the use of the land by these two user groups coincides. However, as we have 
seenn in chapter 2, different use of the same resource in the same space need not always lead to 
conflict.. If the uses are complementary, different users can live together in the same space. In 
addition,, when the bush is large enough and the pressure of users low enough, in reality the 
samee space can be divided into parts that do not coincide. Growing population density means 
"thee space" is becoming more and more 'the same', competition is growing and therefore con-
flictss as well. Nowadays both parties regularly collide. Indeed, there are growing reports of 
violencee used by the members of one group against the other'. Whether or not it is the dimin-
ishingg space that causes violence remains to be seen. 

Inn this chapter I focus on the explanation of this conflict, in accordance with the VoE model 
(Figuree 5.1).After some historical information. I start investigating insecurities in the areas of 
originn of the invading group. In the third section I explore the different options to improve the 
situation.. Then. I focus on the specific investment described in box 2 of thee diagram: the intru-
sionn of another niche. This can be divided into two parts: first, the move from the historical 
originn region to the Diamaré. and secondly - the focus of this study - the invasion from differ-

See.. e.g.. Van der Ploeg (2001). 
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entt origin areas into the 'undisturbed' bush. In order to clarify the possible step to box 3 of the 
VoEE diagram (the conflict situation) the insecurities, the options for overcoming these and the 
claimss of the invading people are described in sections four and five. Subsequently, to pinpoint 
thee conflict (box 3 of the diagram), the focus in section six is on the opposing party. In section 
sevenn I end this chapter with a description of options and motivations of both parties to resort 
to.. or abstain from, violence (box 4 of the VoE diagram). 

FigureFigure 5-1 TheThe VoE diagram 
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5.11 Background: History and culture of invading people 

Thee area studied stretches over approximately 850 km^ and is triangular with the southern 
edgee at Guidiguis and the two outward points at Mindif and Moulvoudaye (Figure 5.2). In the 
middlee of this bush zone the small neighbouring villages of Kolara and Kobo form the focus 
pointt for the research. These two villages are mainly inhabited by two ethnic groups: Fulbe and 
Tupuri.. In the bush, which belongs to these two villages, new settlements have developed in 
recentt years and are continuing to develop at a rapid pace. 

Whilee talking with the inhabitants of the new bush settlements it became clear that (almost) all 
off  them belong to the Tupuri ethnic group. Their direct ancestors, they say. were inhabitants of 

Interviewss showed that most people's grandfathers came from Chad, or the Tchatibali-Doukoula region (see 
sectionn 4.1). 
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Itt is in the southern range of this heartland that the different Tupuri clans came together after 
centuriess of migration (Figure 5.3). Three big clans are distinguished: from the North the 
Banre11 (blacksmiths) arrived first. Later, from 1674 onwards, the settlement in the Fianga-
Tikemm region was completed by the Dore who. like the Guwa (meaning "the rest": including 
clanss that arrived before and after the Dore). came from the Peffe area near lake Lere in the 
south.. During their southward move, some of the Banre travelled more westward and set up a 
strongholdd in Moulvoudaye4. 

Inn the period during which the pre-Tupuri left the Peffe region, new ways of land use and 
habitationn patterns were adopted (among other things, the abandoning of fortress-villages). 
Thee integration of different cultural practices (with regard to institutions, myths, rituals, reli-
gionn and material culture) of the different groups on the one hand and the crystallisation of 
complexess of new ones on the other resulted in the emergence of an ethnic identity of both 
Tupurii  and others. One of the important habits that Tupuri adopted, in addition to their cul-

Nowadavs.. the name Banre is used by Tupuri to indicate the Masa in the Logone region, whose ancestors also 
comee from the land between Logone and Chan (Seignobos and Tourneux 2001: 7-8). 

44 Moulvoudaye remained one of the northernmost Tupuri concentrations dunng the Fulbe hegemony in the 
north-west t 
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tivation.. was the living with cattle5 and the ritual of the gurnet (milk cure)6. From that 
momentt onwards Tupuri were an agro-pastoral group, with a lot of knowledge of. and feel-
ingg for. cattle7. 

Thee arrival of the Dore at Lake Fianga's borders coincided with the installation of central 
chieftainciess that influenced the surrounding countryside. The new socio-political organisation 
madee the large-group movements further northwards possible, because it increased cohesion and 
broughtt former powers together. Dense settlements came into being in sheltered places at the 
footfoot of the massifs and in wetland zones like Lake Guissey and Fianga or the borders of Guerléo 
Riverr (see Fig. 5.3). Subsequently, the migrants went as far north as Midjivin . Moutouroua. 
Maroua.. and even Kalioa. Soon, the Dore themselves started colonies in Dziguilao. Touloum. 
Tchatibalii  and even Guidiguis. It is said that, where they arrived, autochthonous populations 
acknowledgedd the Dore authority and accepted the chiefs appointed by them. From the Banre 
villagee of Moulvoudaye. further expansion to the west and north-west was easy. 

Althoughh it is difficult to trace back the origins of all different ethnic groups and clans, 
becausee of age-old mutual influence, manipulations and mixtures, it can be concluded that 
Tupurii  were already present in the Diamaré plain long before the Fulbe conquest of that area. 
Afterr the Fulbe defeat of the Zumaya kingdom, some of its citizens found refuge in the Tupuri 
realmm more to the east, although in time they disturbed the Tupuri with their slave and com-
modityy raids. The Fianga-and Doukoula-region has always remained free of foreign invaders. 
Fulbee raids did not extend that far because of fierce resistance of the Tupuri. 

Becausee of the habit of concentrating people in centres - although the villages as such con-
sisted)) of dispersed houses - Tupuri were used to living in situations with a high population 
pressuree on the land. They therefore adopted a way of lif e based on a diversity of economic pos-
sibilities8.. At the same time, in contrast to their neighbours, they were and are willin g to exploit 
differentt and even difficult soils by paying them a lot of attention and care. As is shown by then-
earlyy use of fermented beer9, Tupuri cultivated cereals in an early era. They have a lot of dif-
ferentt sorghum varieties at their disposal that each fit the different soil types they toil. Their use 
off  the transplant-sorghum babu means they were easily able to incorporate the dry season 
Kanurii  and Fulbe based muskuaari sorghum. On the other hand, finger millet is used far less 

55 This was adopted from the Masa, with which group Tupuri still share many similar cultural habits. 
66 See Ignatowski (2001: 5-6): the milk cure stands for the period in which young men are occupied with the care 

off  cattle in a camp in the outskirts of the village. During the day they herd the animals. When they return they 
drinkk a special milk-sorghum pomdge which is intended to increase body fat, which itself is seen as a sign of 
beautyy and wealth. "Guma is a dance society", "it has been the main avenue for young men and women to 
learnn local history, to enter into sanctioned sexual relations [at the end of each day the girls arrive in the camp 
andd are offered the porridge], and to find marnage partners." It forms life-long friendships and, one of the more 
importantt aspects, there the burial songs and dances are learned. 

77 Seignobos (2000e: 116): "Z. 'obligation de possêder du betail est. chez les Tupuri primordiale." He also men-
tionss (p. 115) the existence of special Tupuri cattle (also called "the cattle of the Logone"), kept by Tupuri, 
Musgumm and Masa. It has a Bos tawus origin. After decades of interbreeding with Zébu, nowadays it has the 
appearancee of a small Zebu, but with different characteristics according to fattening and calving. The zebu with 
whichh Tupuri mixed their smaller cattle came from the Fulbe. When I asked Tupuri about their 'own' cattle 
breed,, they said: "How can we have a separate breed11 We used to steal our cattle from the Fulbe, didn't we?" 

88 Seignobos(2000d 63) attributes the capacity of Tupuri to survive in densely populated areas to their combined 
usee of rain-fed agriculture, transplant sorghum in the first half of the dry season and sedentary cattle-keeping. 

üü It is said that Tupuri imported the recipe of brewing sorghum beer to the Fianga region. (Seignobos and 
Tourneuxx 2001) See also Feckoua (2002) about the origin myths of the Doré chiefs and the brewing of beer 

"JJ In some clans the land master uses babu-plants for rituals as well, for example to predict his (future) position. 



i : i i 

andd mostly only for ritual purposes'". Another aspect of their propensity to invest a lot in their 
landd is the care tor and maintenance of trees, such as Calcedra and Faidherbia. Their "heart-
land""  is famous for the extended Faidherbia parks. However, the ever-growing population and 
thee subsequent rise in land and fuel-wood demands nowadays lead to difficult trade-offs 
betweenn the maintenance of trees and direct survival. 

FigureFigure 5.3 Migration patterns (source: Seignobos 2000b: 45) 
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5.22 Insecurities: Box 1 and onwards 

Thiss section wil l start on the left-hand side of the VoE diagram (Fig. 5.1) with a description of 
Boxx 1. the diminishing environmental space (scarcity) for Tupuri. The step from Box 1 to Box 
22 is not only caused by environmental insecurities. It is a complex of personal, socio-political, 
economicc and environmental factors and insecurities11 that shape the strategies of Tupuri. 
Thesee are the influencing factors, mentioned in the diagram, that determine whether or not the 
actorss wil l enter into Box 2 or use an 'escape" route. 

So,, after a description of the environmental situation, I then assess the other (possible) inse-
curitiess of Tupuri. in the human, economic and social domains. 

5.2.11 Environmental insecurities 
PhysicalPhysical basis 
Soils s 

Ass indicated above, the Tupuri heartland consists of a diversity of soil types that are all used 
byy the Tupuri inhabitants. They have experimented with different sorghum types in different 
soilss and with their limited means they have reached the summit of possible production levels. 
Somee of the soils are rich and weather at a pace that more or less maintains fertility. At other 
locationss the soil is quickly exhausted. In general, the Tupuri heartland is a flat countryside 
coveredd by alluvial soils that alternate between sand dunes (in a north-west to south-east direc-
tion)) and argyle-sandy depressions. Both types of soil are acid and poor in organic material and 
minerals.. The best soils can be found at the edge of the depressions, where more organic mat-
terr is present, but here fertility is still not high (Hallaire 1984: 389). The Tupuri used to enrich 
thesee soils with animal dung. The use of chemical fertilisers for cotton production does not 
helpp in the long run as it disturbs a well-balanced proportionality of organic matter, diverse 
physicall  particles and chemical components. 

Somee soils have such a texture and composition that water does not easily penetrate, lead-
ingg to surface run-off and soil which is too dry for agriculture. At the bottom of the depres-
sionss this type of soil leads to puddles that hold water too long for plants to survive, or even 
too complete inundations. People affected by this inconvenience tend to dream about big. state-
drivenn civil works of dyke and canal construction. When speaking about erosion, half of the 
respondentss come up with an explanation of standing water that makes it impossible to culti-
vatee millet or rain-fed sorghum. Although it is ideal for transplant-sorghum, most people in the 
heartlandss are culturally attached to the 'red sorghum' as their daily meal and cannot make do 
withh only the white or yellow transplant-sorghum. 

Climat e e 
Anotherr basic feature is the rainfall pattern. The whole heartland lies in the climatologic band 
thatt receives between 750 and 900 mm of rain per year. One of the research villages in the 
heartlandd was Tchatibali. where the SODECOTON factory has its own pluviometric station. 
Thee other village is Sirlawé. exactly between Tchatibali and Doukoula (somewhat more to the 
north)) that also has a SODECOTON pluviometric station (see Fig. 5.2). Doukoula. for exam-

Seee chapters 2 and 3. 
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pie.. had a mean between 1945 and 1969 of 870 mm per year and between 1970 and 1995 this 
wass 780 mm per year (L'Hote 2000: 19). The low second figure is basically due to the droughts 
inn the 1970s and 1980s that struck the whole Sahelian region. In Doukoula the decennial mean 
figuress at that time were 753.5 and 773.5 respectively (Beauvillain 1995: 64). For both plu-
viometricc stations, precipitation over the last five years of the 1990s is depicted in the 
Appendix,, in Tables 5 and 6. 

Thee last five years of the 90s produced more promising figures, with a mean of 1019 mm 
inn Tchatibali and 956.5 mm in Doukoula per year. It has to be said, however, that differences 
overr the years can be considerable (see Fig. 5.4). In 2000. for example, total rainfall numbers 
weree well below 700 mm in the whole region and only in two months was rainfall greater than 
1000 mm. 

FigureFigure .5.-/ 
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Indeed,, trust in the reliability of rain has diminished: during the rainy season of 2001. which 
startedd badly, more than 60 % of the respondents referred to a deterioration in rainfall since 
theirr own or their parents' youth. A large proportion of the population thinks the rains are too 
variable11.. "Some years there is no rain at all, other years there is too much14. The variation is 
excessivee even during the year: today your small plants suffer with their roots and stems 
drownedd and tomorrow they are thirsty. A generation ago it was better. When my father was 
youngg he could depend on the rain."15 

Forr 1998 and 2001-2002 the Tchatibali data has been used because of a gap in the Doukoula data. The ten year 
meann has been used for 1963. for which there is no data 
644 °o of the 123 respondents thinks the precipitation either too low or too high over the different years. 
Forr example, in 1996. both Tchatibali and Doukoula suffered from flooding 
Afterr a lack of ram in 2002 (year total of 687 mm in Tchatibali), the year 2003 was again too wet (in Tchatibali 
regionn with a year total of 1.100 mm over almost seven months, although there was not much in May). Many 
farmerss suffered from flooding and therefore a loss of crops 
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PopulationPopulation density 
Whilee facing these circumstances of different soils and various rainfall patterns. Tupuri have 
alwayss gathered in population centres as a political and strategic method. There they achieved 
highh birth rates and then went on to invade the surrounding areas. Between 1948 and 1951. a 
highh emigration flux of around 10.5 % of the population per year matched the high birth sur-
pluss of 2.298 births minus 807 deaths (Beauvillain 1989: 491). 

TableTable 5.2.1 Population densities over the years (in persons per km~) 

19400 1958 1980 1997 2000 

Karr Hay sub-department 
Diamaree plain 

Kobo o 

Koll  ara 

255 - 40a 

10-25" " 

nn av 

n.. av. 

60b b 

nn av. 

nn av 

n.av. . 

1000 (range 1-200f 

255 - 40c 

4(0-99 f 

10(0-50)c c 

n.. av. 
nn av 

7(11 -25)' 

30(8-100/ / 

235d d 

50-60 0 
>> 10g 

>40g g 

aa = Source: Beauvillain (1989: 491! over Doukoula district 
bb = Source: Guillard (1958: 415) for Yagoua sub-department (i.e. Doukoula, Tchatibali and Datchéka districts) 

== Source: Beauvillain (1989: 497-501) and Seignobos (2000d: 63) Apart from almost empty strips, towns like 
Doukoula,, Tchatibali and Datchéka have a very high population density 

== Source: MIDIMA . January 2003 
cc==  Source: Beauvillain (1989: 497; carte hors texte) 
== Data on the sub-department Moulvoudaye, home of Kolara and Kobo. Source: Seignobos (2000d: 63) 
== estimated (based on increase of new settlements, own observations) 

Betweenn 1968 and 1984 the population increase in the Tupuri heartland was also only 1% per 
yearr due to a high level of out-migration16. Between 1987 and 2001. another picture emerged: 
thee population of the whole Kar Hay sub-department increased from 71.985 to 116.006 which 
iss an increase of more than 60 %. 

Forr generations now, the population growth in the Tupuri heartland has been below the 
nationall  average (2.3 % in 2001) and even further below the Far North Province average 
(3%)17.. This is partly due to high out-migration figures. At the moment, the population densi-
tyy of Tchatibali. the town, is higher than that of Sirlawé. the village (centre Tchatibali: 6828 
inhabitantss on 100 knr (= 85/km^); Sirlawé has 2.386 inhabitants in an area of 40 krrr  (= 
60/km2)). . 

Forr Kolara and Kobo sub-districts, the population increases between 1968 and 1987 were 
2%2% and 0% respectively. Even in 1997. the population density was very low (see Table 5.2.1). 
II  assume that the density in Kobo sub-district has increased particularly quickly after 1997 due 
too the new settlements in the Kobo bush. Although the surface of the involved village areas is 
knownn (200 kmz for Kolara and 55 kmz for Kobo) it is difficult to determine the population 
densityy of the two villages. Because of the difference in concentrations of people in the cen-
tress and emptiness of the bush, a village average does not mean anything either. The numbers 

SometimesSometimes the out-migration was spontaneous, at other times it was inflicted by institutionally organised re-
settlements,, such as those of the SODECOTON (to enhance cotton production) to the Benoué region (see also 
Zuiderwijk(1998)). . 
Basedd on Seignobos (2000d 63): between 1976 and 1995. the growth increased each vear. from around 2.5°o 
initiallyy to 5% later on 
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shownn are based on settled people. If cattle nomads were also counted, population densities 
wouldd differ tremendously over the year. 

Additionall  information on population growth for the research villages can be found in 
householdd composition data based on the interviews taken in May-June 2001. This data is 
shownn in Table 5.2.2. 

TableTable 5.2.2 Mean number of children and wives per household, over the generations' 

Child.. n of Child. n of Wives Child n of Wives Child, 
off  respon- ofresp respon- of of fathers*  of of 
respon-- dents > 50 dents respon- fathers fathers grand-
dents33 years > 50 dents of respon- fathers 

dents s 

Sirlawee 3.3+3.4b 68 9.8 29 17 12 
Tchatibalii  3.3+2 7' 87 8.3 38 16 11.8 
kolara'bb 3.8+4.1 37 13.2 17 16 117 

'' = first number given is sons, second is daughters 
bb = this number will increase in the near future because half of the households are not yet fully grown10 

'' = this number wil l increase in the near future because 56 % of households are not yet fully grown. 
dd = these numbers are conservative, because respondents only count uncles and aunts they know. 
cc = first number given relates to sons of father or grandfather, second number relates to daughters thereof (for 

example,, 67 + 60 means: 67 of respondents know something about the sons of their fathers and 60 know 
somethingg about daughters of the fathers.) 

11 = this is data for the Tupuri neighbourhoods studied in Kolara village 

Inn reality it is very probable that the number of children per grandfather was higher". That 
wouldd give weight to the idea that the total numbers of children per household head diminish 
overr the generations. Whether or not this is due to better healthcare, more education for girls, 
increasedd population pressure, greater use of contraceptives or other reasons, is outside the 
scopee of the research. Only Kolara reveals a different picture if we examine the number of chil-
drenn of respondents older then 50 years, but the 'n*  is very low and the number of children per 
grandfatherr is probably far too low:'. 

Inn short, population densities in the heartland are high, those of the Diamaré villages are 
highh in the inhabited centres, but low when the surrounding bush is also included in the cal-
culations. . 

LandLand availability 
Inn all three villages land availability diminished over the generations (see Table 5.2.3). 
Althoughh the figures of the different generations do not always cover the same area (as Tupuri 

1KK Children that died before their 5'h year are not counted, except for children currently in that age group. 
'""  If the father of the house is under 50 years of age the family is considered to be not fully grown. 
:""  Respondents do not know all their aunts, because these have married 'away' That less is known about the 

numberr of aunts than the number of uncles is also revealed by the lower numbers of children in the case of 
grandfathers,, caused by more "I don't knows" when asked about number of aunts If this is the true explana-
tion,, then the real number of children of grandfathers is higher, especially due to a higher than acknowledged 
amountt of grandfathers" daughters 

:ii Probably, respondents mention less than half the number of aunts that existed (97 aunts versus 195 uncles) 

nn of Wives 
grand-- of 
fathers'' grand-

fathers s 

67-600 2.9 13 54+49 3.1 
85-844 2.9 11.8 7+76 3 8 
36+366 2.6 8.6 35+34 2.6 
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tendd to migrate a lot::). it does represent the trend of diminishing possibilities. In addition to 
thiss decline over the generations, the table shows the lesser land availability in the heartland 
comparedd to Kolara. There in the town of Tchatibali. people have the lowest amount of surface 
areaa available for agriculture. 

'I'I  able 5.2.3 Mean surface of arable land (in ha) per household in three origin villages: divided per gener 
ationn and ownership ("own') and cropped (- 'used") or fallow2' 

Kolara a 

3.83 3 
44 75 (or more) 

3.233 (probably more)b 

1.788 and 2.50 
00 85 and 1.78 

Sirlawé é 

2.65 5 
5.75 5 
90 0 

2.333 and 2.83 
00 30 and 0.25 

Tchatibali i 

2.03 3 
5.45 5 
7.33 3 

1.555 and 1.48 
0.388 and 0.45 

Respondentt (own.) 
Fatherr (own) 
Grandfatherr (own) 
Respondentt (used)3 

Respondentt (fallow)3 

""  = first number is for 1999, the second for 2000 
''' = of the 37 respondents. 15 did not know the amount of ha of grandfathers and 10 only said that their grandfa 

therr had "a lot of fields". Conservatively counting "a lot" as the mean figure of the respondents themselves 
(== 15 3) means that the mean for grandfathers would nse to 14 

'' = for Kolara the higher amount of fallow in 2000 was not due to fallow rotation to improve field fertilitv but 
hass to be attributed to the lack of rain at the end of the rainy season that made the cultivation of transplant 
sorghumm impossible. 

NBthee difference between 'total owned' by respondents and what they say they have cropped plus left-over fal-
loww is due to the fact that all given numbers are estimates. 

Inn all three villages a mean household can more or less dispose of the necessary' 0.25 ha per 
person",, although in Tchatibali this amount is only just met. In addition, differences between 
householdss are large (see Table 5.2.4). 

TableTable 5.2.4 SurfaceSurface of land per person (source: fwldvork 2001) 

Sirlawé é 
Tchatibali i 
Kolara a 

Meann number 
off  persons per 
household d 

9.4 4 
86 6 

10.5 5 

Arablee surface 
perr household 
(ha) ) 

2.65 5 
203 3 
3,83 3 

Meann surface 
perr person 
(ha) ) 

0.28 8 
0.24 4 
0.36 6 

Rangee of 
surfacee per 
personn (ha) 

0-- 1 
0 -2 2 

0.13-6 6 

Numberr of 
households s 
withh < 0.25 ha 
perr person 

233 (46%) 
49(56%) ) 

5(14%) ) 

Inn the heartland, more than half of the households suffer from insufficient land surface. The 
amountt of fallow land needed to restore used fields, differs depending on soil type and the fer-
tilit yy restoration pace. However, more households than those that do not have enough surface 
areaa are unable to use the age-old fallow system any more. 

Inn the three origin villages 4 % of respondents do not dispose of any own fields (2 of them 
aree not primarily farmer) with the highest number being in Tchatibali. 

Seee section 5 1 
Source:: fieldwork May-July 2001. 
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LandLand commoditisation 
Obtainingg extra space in addition to one's own fields is becoming more difficult . In this respect, 
thee insecurity for the poor in particular is growing. The increasing pressure on the land theo-
reticallyy leads to increases in its monetary value with free loans being less frequently available. 
Tchatibalii  inhabitants in particular do not loan out their fields any longer. At least 10 % of the 
respondentss explained that their fathers (from time to time) used borrowed fields. For percent-
agess of the current population that hire or borrow fields, see Table 5.2.5. 

TableTable 5.2.5 Percentages of respondents hiring (plus prices) or borrowing fields (because people mostly do 
nott hire or borrow whole hectares, the table shows the prices per quart, which farmers call "a 
plot') ) 

%% of respondents Pnces for hiring ° o of respondents " b of respondents 
hiringg fields (in Fcfa / qu) borrowing fields that bought fields 

Sirlawéé 20 2 - 5000 9 0 
Tchatibalii  14 3 - 7000a 5 0 
Kolaraa 2 4000 16 0 

11 = this is the range, but mostly the price is 5 - 6000 Fcfa / quart 

Itt was impossible to ascertain whether or not the price of hiring a plot is higher now than in 

thee past. 
Differencess between rich and poor people increase as those with more fields have the 

opportunityy to make money out of the situation and the poor do not have the opportunity to 
acquiree additional land. Poor people in the Tupuri heartland expressed their current uneasiness 
regardingg the possibilities of accessing other people's fallow land in the event that they had no 
otherr opportunities. "I cannot afford to pay for a field. In the past I could use some of my 
uncle'ss or neighbour's quarts, but I think they wil l charge me to do so in a couple of years", is 
aa statement often heard. 

Thus,, although a real land market has not (yet) developed25, (poor) inhabitants feel a rising 

insecurity. . 

CalorificCalorific needs and production 
Amountt  of production 
Productionn figures of both the heartland as well as Kolara village are based on fieldwork sur-
veyss (May - July 2001). Because respondents are household heads, the figures given in tables 
5.2.66 are also the production figures per household. No official records have been included 
becausee neither agricultural sen ices nor SODECOTON have village or neighbourhood figures 
available26. . 

Dietzf/o/(2001). . 
Platteauu (1996: 69) explains that ""the notion of land as a (freely tradable! commodity remains deeply alien to 
mostt African people', because of the high emotional and cultural value attached to land. Thus, the amount of 
commoditisationn mav be an indicator of land scarcity, but it should not be compared with other geographical 
areas. . 
Accordingg to the respondents, the years just before 1999 and 2000 were better because of the better rains, but 
peoplee do not remember the exact amounts 
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TableTable 5.2 6a ProductionProduction and used surface of respondenis ofSirlawé in 1999 and 2000 (NB. Ln a." means "not 
applicable') ) 

Cotton n 
Rain-fedd sorghum 
Transplantsorghum m 
Maize e 
Rice e 
Groundnut t 
Beans s 
Other3 3 

Total l 
Fallow w 
Al ll  cereals 

TableTable 5.2.6b Product! 

Cotton n 
Rain-fedd sorghum 
Transplantt sorghum 
Maize e 
Rice e 
Groundnut t 
Beans s 
Othera a 

Total l 
Fallow w 
Al ll  cereals 

Meann prod./ 
resp.. (kg) 

430.9 9 
952,9 9 
271.6 6 
539.2 2 

0 0 
35.7 7 
79,2 2 

119.6 6 
nn a 
n.a. . 

1278,4 4 

onon and used si 

Meann prod,/ 
resp.. (kg) 

62.9 9 
623 3 
139.7 7 

2.3 3 
25.4 4 
8.6 6 

45.8 8 
9.0 0 
n.a. . 
na. . 

790.3 3 

1999(n=51 1 

Meann surf/ 
resp.. (ha) 

0,52 2 
0.93 3 
0.58 8 
0.04 4 
0.00 0 
0.10 0 
00 17 
0.20 0 
2.5 5 
0.32 2 
1.56 6 

irfaceirface ofrespo 

19999 (n= 87 

Meann surf./ 
resp.. (ha) 

0.15 5 
0.95 5 
0,26 6 
0.00 0 
0.07 7 
0.17 7 
0.08 8 
0,02 2 
1.7 7 
0.37 7 
1.28 8 

TableTable 5.2.6c Production and used surface ofrespo 

Cotton n 
Rain-fedd sorghum 
Transplantt sorghum 
Maize e 
Rice e 
Groundnut t 
Beans s 
Other3 3 

Total l 
Fallow w 
Alll  cereals 

Meann prod./ 
resp.. (kg) 

187.7 7 
1125 5 
1264 4 

2.19 9 
0 0 
7 7 

635 5 
8.6 6 
na a 
na. . 

2392 2 

19999 (n = 37 

Meann surf./ 
resp.. (ha) 

0.3 3 
1.0 0 
0.97 7 
0.01 1 
0 0 
0.01 1 
0.13 3 
0.01 1 
4.4 4 
0.83 3 
2.0 0 

Prod// surf. 
(kgg / ha) 

838 8 
1020 0 
467 7 

1291 1 
0 0 

343 3 
474 4 
610 0 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 
820 0 

ndentsndents of Teh 

Prod// surf. 
(kgg / ha) 

421 1 
659 9 
528 8 
800 0 
368 8 
577 7 
569 9 
390 0 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 
617 7 

ndentsndents ofKoi 

) ) 

Prod// surf. 
(kgg / ha) 

628 8 
959 9 

1124 4 
350 0 
n.a. . 
120 0 
480 0 
842 2 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 
554 4 

Meann prod./ 
respp (kg) 

720.4 4 
957.1 1 
151.8 8 
611 6 
0 0 

57.6 6 
72.3 3 

103.8 8 
na a 
n.a. . 

20000 (n = 56 

Meann surf./ 
resp.. (ha) 

0.70 0 
0.98 8 
0.53 3 
0.06 6 
0.01 1 
0.10 0 
0.23 3 
0.20 0 
2.8 8 
0.27 7 

117055 1.58 

atibahmatibahm 1999 and 2000 

20000 (n = 87 

Meann prod./ Mean surf./ 
respp (kg) 

45.4 4 
609 9 
137 7 

17.2 2 
9.8 8 
3.5 5 

43.8 8 
3.6 6 
na. . 
n.a. . 

774 4 

araara in 1999 at 

Meann prod./ 
respp (kg) 

199 9 
989 9 

61.4 4 
5.9 9 
0 0 
4.1 1 

57.3 3 
5.4 4 
na a 
na a 

1056 6 

resp.. (ha) 

0.07 7 
0.86 6 
0.30 0 
0.01 1 
0.12 2 
0.01 1 
0.09 9 
0.01 1 
1.5 5 
0.21 1 
1.29 9 

idid 2000 

20000 (n = 37 

Meann surf./ 
resp.. (ha) 

4.04 4 
1.09 9 
0.07 7 
009 9 
0 0 
0.24 4 
0.14 4 
0.13 3 
1.9 9 
1.72 2 
1.24 4 

) ) 

Prod./surf. . 
(kg/ha) ) 

1031 1 
973 3 
287 7 
950 0 

0 0 
600 0 
318 8 
528 8 
n.a. . 
n.a a 
739 9 

) ) 

Prod/surf. . 
(kgg / ha) 

631 1 
707 7 
458 8 

1389 9 
85 5 

240 0 
516 6 
270 0 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 
601 1 

) ) 

Prodd /surf. 
(kgg / ha) 

611 1 
856 6 
782 2 
786 6 
n.a. . 
171 1 
400 0 
526 6 
n.a. . 
n.a a 
807 7 

withh "other" is meant crops like Bambara groundnuts, fournion, etc ; potatoes, yams, manioc or fruit from trees 



129 9 

iss not counted, because of the difficulty of expressing both the yield in kg or the used surface in ha In general 
oni\\ a very smaii proportion of the population cultivates these crops on a very small area 

Inn all three origin villages and over both years the crops show lower yields per ha than the 
1988-19899 means for North Cameroon or the Diamaré as such". The amount of maize pro-
ductionn differs a lot over the years, but is mostly higher than what Al i et al (1997) found for 
thee whole of North Cameroon. Surprisingly, in Sirlawé and in Tchatibali. a very high produc-
tionn was achiexed in two different years:s. The tables do not show a trend between 1999 and 
20000 of lower or higher production, except for the cereals. These had a very low production in 
20000 due to the extremely low precipitation. Over all three villages, production levels stayed 
wayway below the figures of De Steenhuijsen Piters (1995. see note 27). An obvious difference 
betweenn the three villages cannot be discerned. 

Inn the eyes of ordinary people yields are declining. Almost all respondents complained 
aboutt the difficulties of obtaining enough food from their own fields. They refer to their fathers 
who.. in their time, easily survived on the products from their own fields. Both the total arable 
surfacee area per household and the production per ha was better then. "And", many respon-
dentss remark. "When they did not have enough space, they migrated to new and especially fer-
til ee fields. In those days, such fields were easy to find". 

Needs s 
Althoughh energy needs differ over the year with differences in the amount of work per season 
(seee Chapter 3). for the sake of simplicity we use a simple sum to illustrate the extent to which 
inn all three origin areas calorific needs are met over the year. 

TableTable 5.2.7 Cereals needs and production per mean household in the three villages (in kg), according to the 
perceptionn of the respondents and to the calculation of the FAO2" 

Sirlawéé Tchatibali Kol ara 

Neededd Produced Needed Produced Needed Produced 
19999 2000 1999 2000 1999 2000 

Accordingg to respondents 825 1278 1171 1250 790 774 1830 2392 1056 
Ace.. to FAO calculations 1984 n.a. n.a. 1827 n.a. n.a. 2178 n.a. n.a. 

1111 Ali , Peters and Fozein (11997) describe a year-production in the North of Cameroon of 
sorghumm 1130 kg/ha 
maizee 740 kg/ha 
groundnutss 820 kg/ha 
beanss 670 kg/ha 

Theirr figures are those of 1988-1989, published in the regional analysis (1995) of SNV (a Dutch development 
NGO,, that works in Cameroon) FAO statistics has counted a mean production for the whole of Cameroon dur-
ingg the 1990s of 869 kg/ha for sorghum. 1745 kg/ha for maize, 407 kg/ha for groundnuts and 838 kg/ha for beans. 
Duringg the first vears of the new century, production levels were higher: the means for 2000-2003 were 1201 kg/ha 
forr sorghum. 2404 kg/ha for maize, 1076 kglia for groundnuts and 848 kg/ha for beans. However, the whole of 
Cameroonn is too big and too diverse, both climatically and with regard to soils, to make those figures adequate 
(maize,, for example, does produce very well in the southern regions as compared to the dry north). According to 
Dee Steenhuijsen Piters (1995). sorghum yield m the early 1990s in the Diamaré was 1600-2500 kglia. 

:ss It is not possible to draw any conclusion because the total surface area cropped with maize was so low and the 
workk was earned out by so few people 

:""  According to the FAO (FAOAVHO/UNU 1985) norms, the calonfic need is 2500 kcal. adult (2300/woman and 
2800'man)) and 1670 kcal per child per day (the latter is my own rough summation of different age-group 
necessities),, 1 kg cereals contains 3342 kcal (3000-3600 kcal) 
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Tablee 5.2.7 shows that the perception of the inhabitants of the amount of cereals needed per 
yearr is lower than that indicated by FAO figures. This is due to the fact that the FAO figures 
shownn are based on a diet of only cereals in order to meet calorific needs. As can be seen in 
Tablee 5.2.6. other crops are cultivated as well. It is not surprising that, on average. Tchatibali 
(thee place with the lower arable surface area per household, a small number of cattle and a 
town-likee attitude) reports a cereal need that compares more with that of the FAO figures. 
However,, the fact that Kolara's perceptions about needs compare even more significantly with 
thosee of FAO is a miracle. 

Nevertheless,, when the amount of calories produced in the total of the crops is compared with 
thee (FAO-calculated) needs, a general shortage in all three villages can be seen (Table 5.2.8). 

TableTable 5.2. S ("omparison of calorific needs and calorific production from agriculture per per (mean) household 
perper year 

Kcall  needed Kcal produced 1999 Kcal produced 2000 

Sirlawee 6 547.735 5 083.082 4 768.129 
Tchatibalii  6 029.800 2 868.024 2 734.667 
Kolaraa 7 187.945 3 861.636 3 514.253 

Although,, from time to time, Tupuri eat some meat or fish, cattle keepers and their family 
memberss drink milk and everybody tries to gather some bush products in the pasture areas10. 
thee low calorific values in Tchatibali and Kolara in particular make one wonder about the food 
statuss of the inhabitants of these villages. 

Indeed.. Table 5.2.7 also shows that only Sirlawé managed to produce enough kg of cereals 
(accordingg to respondents own perception on needs) over the two years. Tchatibali in particu-
larr was confronted by a considerable shortage. Two years of shortage in a row means that none 
off  last year's stock can be used. In the villages, shortages can be even more disastrous for some 
peoplee because of the uneven distribution of production and needs (see also Table 5.2.9). 

Al ll  the places of origin of the Tupuri regularly need external aid to supplement their food 
requirements.. Government aid (flour) was provided in the heartland in 2000 and 2001. In 
2001.. the Kolara area also received much needed flour from the government31. However, most 
off  the time, this aid does not meet the need per household and does not reach the households 
thatt are most in need (see also note 31). People are embittered. They say. "In former times, we 
normallyy had some millet left from other years to help us through the 'soudure'31. Nowadays, 
evenn when the rains are good, yields are low and the area of usable fields is even smaller." 

Off  course, what a household head states as being required for his compound family differs 
fromm person to person and from household to household because such needs are affected by 
thee ages of the children and the status of women (lactating. pregnant). Obviously, some fami-

1,11 In Sirlawé. with its already bnghter calories picture, the livestock situation, and thus the possibility of acquir-
ingg additional calones from meat and milk, is better. 

111 In fact this came down to (in some cases) only one calabash of flour for a family of more than 6 persons Some 
respondentss told me that they thought it shameful to come home with a handful of flour that could not even 
feedd the children for one day and therefore did not even want to collect it 

1__ That is the yearly hunger period of the rainy season 



131 1 

76 6 
80 0 
38 8 

78 8 
73 3 
71 1 

59 9 
70 0 
31 1 

24 4 
55 5 
13 3 

29 9 
64 4 
34 4 

13 3 
42 2 
6 6 

liess house more guests than others, some families experience more deaths in a year and have 
too provide tor more funeral rituals and the accompanying guests, etc. 

tabletable 5.2.9 Percentage of households u ithotit enough cereals or calories from agriculture. 

Nott enough cereals3 Not enough calonesb 

19999 2000 Both years 1999 2000 Both years 

Sirlawé é 
Tchatibali i 
Koll  ara 

'' = people's perception of need measured against production 
bb - FACTs figures of need measured against production 

Off  the households with two consecutive years of a shortage in agricultural production, only 
fivee (11 %) could make up for that with their animals (using milk and meat, within the normal 
offtakee rate). Nineteen households (40 %) did not have any animals. The rest would have to 
usee more than the normal offtake and wil l therefore lose out in a couple of years, sometimes 
withinn just one year. Most of the households in such a situation do not totally eat up their live-
stock.. They go on hoping for miracles and/or prefer to sell. Above all. one last and usually 
meagree goat does not add much to the total food supply. 

AA comparison of Tables 5.2.8 and 5.2.9 indicates that the food situation in Sirlawé is the 
bestt of the three villages of origin, but a substantial part is still suffering from calorific short-
ages.. On the other hand, the households with a shortage in Kolara have a very high shortage 
becausee a relatively low number share a high level of total lack. 

Itt is important to measure the way inhabitants interpret the insecurity of the food situation 
andd not only the calorific supply. In this culture, only cereals are seen as a real meal and all the 
otherr calorie providers are regarded as 'taste-givers' or just "extras'. Thus, because the amount 
off  cereals does not meet the villagers' expectations, the general vision of the inhabitants is that 
thee food situation is insecure. 

5.2.22 Human domain insecurities 
HealthHealth insecurities 
Decliningg food production and inappropriate aid distribution due to corruption and adminis-
trativee disorder" means the energy and protein needs of the population are not (always) met 
(seee above). This decreases resistance to diseases, minimises labour capacity and causes stunt-
edd growth in children, both physically and mentally. 

Accesss to 'modern' healthcare is difficult because of a lack of money and because of long 
distances.. This is especially true for Sirlawé that does not have even a small nursery post, and 

Forr example, in June-July 2001, radio announcements promised governmental aid for the Far North Province 
off  300.000 tons of nee or maize flour. When the flour finally arrived in Kolara village, only those with good 
relationss with the chief knew about it and managed to obtain some, whether they needed it or not Yet. they all 
endedd up with very small amounts due to the fact that only a small proportion of what should have been 
broughtt to the \illaae had actualh been delivered. 

file:///illaae
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forr Kolara that only has a small "dispensary". The hospital in Tchatibali is bigger but still does 
nott have many facilities. More often than not. vaccination campaigns do not reach the popu-
lation.. Sometimes this is due to a lack of involvement of the population itself and sometimes 
too poor organisation or a lack of necessary equipment. At the end of the dry season of 2001. 
forr example, the Tupuri heartland was hit by a measles epidemic because of a regional short-
agee of vaccines. As a result, a lot of children and several adults without immunity died. 

Traditionall  health systems were more embedded in the social fabric of the community and 
paymentt could take forms other than monetary ones or could be postponed until, for example, 
thee patient had recovered. However, traditional healthcare is declining. In the heartland the 
remainingg small holy bushes next to the chiefs' compounds cannot make up for the disappear-
ancee of the bush and its supply of traditional medicines. In the longer run. a loss of tradition-
all  knowledge of health issues is a serious risk. 

Inn all three origin villages drinking water is supplied during the dry season via dug wells. 
Unfortunatelyy most of these are not covered and are therefore usually contaminated. 

EducationalEducational insecurities 

Accesss to knowledge and information, both for daily lif e affairs and to improve human capac-
ityy in the long run is a difficult business. The quality of school teachers is not as it used to be 
becausee of a lack of training places. Nowadays, most primary schools perform their jobs with 
onlyy one graduated 'director' and several 'parent' teachers who are young people who have 
sometimess not even finished their own secondary school education and who are paid by the 
parentss of the children attending the school. This means that the policy of free primary schools 
is.. in practice, being replaced by a system of school fees and (to cut down on expenses) class-
ess of sometimes over 80 pupils. A lack of school utensils and books completes the grim pic-
turee that has arisen since the economic crisis of the early 1990s. Education to secondary school 
levell  or higher is beyond the financial reach of most inhabitants of the three origin villages. 

Onn the other hand, as is described in section 5.2.3 on the economic insecurities, those that 
didd receive a higher education were unable to find work. They returned home to take up agri-
culturee again. In Sirlawé and Tchatibali this was the case of several frustrated young men who 
hadd received an agricultural or technical high-school education. Here the macro economic 
insecurityy leads to personal frustrations because of a lack of possibilities to put capabilities 
(whichh have been heavily invested in) to work and to enhance people's individual situations. 

5.2.33 Economic insecurities 
CashCash crop insecurities 
Cashh crop production is suffering from a lack of agricultural fields, poor soils, a low market price 
inn general and too variable precipitation. In the past (1950 onwards), the Tupuri heartland gained 
aa great deal from adopting cotton production in a time that world market prices for cotton were 
high.. Since the second half of the 1980s, however, these plummeted and they have still not recov-
ered34.. Nevertheless, for most peasants, cotton is the only way of acquiring some surplus money. 
Inn optimal circumstances a production of 1400 kg per ha/year is possible (giving a profit of 
approximatelyy 200.000 Fcfa). Although in village circumstances production never reaches this 

,44 According to Oxfam International (2004) world cotton pnces have fallen by half since the mid-1990s 
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amount'5,, almost all younger, male cultivators perceive the growing of cotton as the only way to 
earnn some cash to meet household needs such as clothing and housing, but also calamities such 
ass illnesses and death1", or educational dispenses. 

Forr that reason many farmers invest in cotton production37. They use the credit option of the 
SODECOTONN at the onset of the rainy season to buy their seeds (cost 600 Fcfa/ha). the indis-
pensablee chemical fertiliser (48.000 Fcfa/ha) and herbicide (6400 Fcfa/ha) from this institu-
tion38.. To cultivate cotton they need a plough, a weeding device and a device to make the lit-
tlee dikes on which the cotton plants stand ('corps biteur'). After the harvest, several farmers 
aree unable to make ends meet due to insufficient production: they have to pay back their loans 
att the moment they need the money for school fees, or to enter the market at a favourable 
momentt to purchase agricultural equipment, extra millet as a stock for worse times etc. They 
thenn do not have enough food in the following sowing season and have to buy food at high 
prices,, using the credit of SODECOTON for their cotton. If the rains fail they are worse off 
becausee of their debts (see Table 5.2.10). 

TableTable 5.2,10 Number of respondents that did not cultivate enough cotton to make up for the im'estment and 
thethe range of money they lacked 

19999 2000 

Numberr of respon- Range of Number of Range of 
dentss (and shortage (Fcfa) respondents shortage (Fcfa) 
percentage)) (and percentage) 

Sirlawéé 6(10%) 245-25.270 3(5%) 5,624-6,734 
Tchatibalii  7(8%) 560-10,1080 3(3%) 4.366-35,187 
Kolaraa 2 (5 %) 6,720 - 40,080 3 (8 %) 3,360 - 36,800 

Thee lack of cotton yield is sometimes accompanied by a lack of calorie-production for subsis-

tencee purposes. 

Wallidjoo from Tchatibali (32 years old: 3 wives and 7 children) had a debt at SODECOTON of 
101.0800 Fcfa at the end of the 1999 harvest. He had sown 2 ha of cotton but. because of floods there 
waswas zero yield. Fortunately, that year the yield of the food crops had been good and he had pro-
ducedd a surplus of 370 kg above the calorific needs of his household. This is an equivalent of 
approximatelyy 30.000 Fcfa at the moment of harvest. However, in 2000. the cotton failed again due 
too a lack of rain (and. says Wallidjo. because his fields are not fertile, and he has no money to buy 
moree fertiliser). This time the debt amounted to 35.187 Fcfa and the food crops did not generate 
enoughh yields to meet the calorific needs, being 123 kg short. To buy this in the form of cereals. 

155 Raemaekers (2001: 1061): 1400 kg/ha is possible, but normally the production is 330 - 1110 kg/ha He iden-
tifiess the West African countnes as the highest producers 

"'' The death of a family member is not only a sad occasioa but also means a bunal ceremony has to be organ-
isedd for the whole village and many family members and friends who come to visit from far-flung places for 
att least a couple of days All these guests have to be offered meat and beer; the musicians have to be paid, etc 
Suchh a ceremony is therefore an expensive event 

""  Cotton is a specifically male crop and is not cultivated by many women although, very often, they help their 
husbandss with the cultivation work 

1!>> Because it is this organisation that sets the pnces. in the whole Far North Province the prices are the same. 
'""  For the total number of people that cultivated cotton see section 5 3 3 
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Wallidjoo would have had to spend 9.840 Fcfa. However, because he obviously did not have the 
money,, he had to wait and had to pay the higher 'soudure' price of 2001: 24.600 Fcfa. In short, over 
thee two years. Wallidjo built up a debt of 130.876 Fcfa. 

Inn short, cotton is regarded as a necessary profit-generating crop, but production levels vary 
widelyy between the different producers and over the years4". For an individual farmer, thus, it 
iss an insecure investment. 

Thee same can be said of groundnuts. With hindsight it is possible to detect whether or not 
itt would have been better to invest in an additional field of cereals instead (see Table 5.2.11). 

TableTable 5.2.11 Benefit calculation with alternative of ram-fed sorghum production instead of groundnuts'" 

Sirlawe e 
Tchatibali i 
Koll  ara 

Sirlawé é 
Tchatibali i 
Koll  ara 

Vleai i 

n n 

10 0 
5 5 
8 8 

Vlea] ] 

n n 

17 7 
4 4 
6 6 

nn 1999 

12000 0 

groundnut t 

Inn kg 

182 2 
150 0 
32.5 5 

groundnut t 

Inn kg 

190 0 
75 5 
25 5 

production n 

Inn Fcfa 

47,320 0 
39.000 0 
8.450 0 

production n 

Inn Fcfa 

49.400 0 
19,500 0 
6.500 0 

per r 

per r 

producer r 

Usedd ha 

0.53 3 
0.26 6 
0.06 6 

producer r 

Usedd ha 

0.31 1 
0.31 1 
0.15 5 

Sorg.. prod. 
1999 9 

Fcfaa / ha 

65,900 0 
102,000 0 
95,900 0 

Sorgh.. prod. 
2000 0 

Fcfaa / ha 

70,700 0 
97,300 0 
85,600 0 

1999 9 

Alternative e 
benefit t 

34,927 7 
26.520 0 
5.754 4 

2000 0 

Alternative e 
benefit t 

21,917 7 
30,163 3 
12.840 0 

Tablee 5.2.11 shows that in Kolara and Tchatibali groundnut production in 2000 was less prof-
itablee than sorghum production (compare column four with seven)42. The rest of the time and 
att the other places the reverse was the case. For a farmer the choice is difficult , because the 
outcomee is not sure. Other considerations also play a role. For example, the fact that the rota-
tionn of crops, especially in the case of groundnuts, is better for the soil and for pest prevention. 

InsecuritiesInsecurities with regard to farm animals 

Withh regard to animal husbandry, a more insecure situation has also developed compared to 
thatt of ancestors. In general, there has been a decline in numbers of cattle per household over 
thee years. Thee number of livestock possessed per household head41 is higher in Sirlawé than in 
Tchatibalii  (see Table 5.2.12). 

Dee Steenhuhsen Piters (1995 91) measured a difference of mean cotton yield over two years of 520 and 1000 
kgg / ha. The vanation between the farmers was as much as 40 to 2530 kg / ha. A comparable variation can be 
observedd in the three origin villages of this study. 
Thiss calculation is based on the December prices of both peanuts (26 000 Fcfa per 100 kg) and sorghum 
(10.0000 Fcfa per 100 kg). 
Underr the condition that, for both crops, the seeds are already available in the household (meaning no pur-
chasingg costs) and labour demands are more or less the same and do not compete 



135 5 

TableTable 5.2.12 Number of some farm animals per household in current and former generation 

4eann cattle / 
household d 
inn former 
generation n 

8.9 9 
5.2 2 
7.4 4 

Meann cattle *' 
household d 

of f 
respondents s 

7.2 2 
20 0 
7.2 2 

Meann small 
ruminantss ' 
household d 
inn former 

generation"1 1 

84 4 
7.2 2 
6.5 5 

Meann small 
ruminantss '' 
household d 

of f 
respondents s 

10.9 9 
7.0 0 
8.6 6 

Meann chicken 
household d 

of f 
respondents s 

16 6 
8 8 

12 2 

Sirlawé é 
Tchatibali i 
Koll  ara 

aa = these figures are based on a very small number of answers because most respondents did not know how large 
theirr fathers*  flocks were. Thus, although all respondents that did know the answer always stated that their 
fatherss had more stock than they themselves, sometimes the village mean seems to have been lower in the 
fathers'' generation. This is due to the fact that those respondents owned themselves a lower than (this-gener-
ation)) village mean, 

AA decline in cattle numbers per household is not per se due to a rising scarcity of grazing areas. 
Duringg the 1970s - 1980s in the whole province, the numbers of cattle declined because of the 
droughtt (Seignobos 2000e: 115). Tupuri did not escape this disaster and they have still not 
returnedd to pre-drought figures. Table 5.2.13 shows trends from 1950 onwards. 

TableTable 5.2.13 Number or density of cattle over the years and per region. 
Source:: Seignobos (2000e: 115-119); Boutrais (1984: 433); Beauvillam (1989: 428); Djonwé 
2001) ) 

1950 0 1980 0 1987 7 1993 3 1998 8 

Farr North Province 484,000 cattle 908,000 cattle 605,333 cattle 689,040 cattle 1 147,038s cattle 
Karr Hay department 12-25 cattle / 25-50 cattle / 15 - 30 cattle / n.av. 44,400 cattle 

kiTrr km" km-
Mindiff  region 7-177 cattle/ 10-25 cattle/ 

km**  km-
55 - 15 cattle/ 

km" " 
60,000bb cattle 

'' = this increase is mainly due to a rise in numbers in the Logone floodplain since the restoration of the flooding 
byy the Waza-Logone project 

bb = a large part thereof are the cattle of nomads and rich cattle owners from the towns. 

Partt of the decline of cattle numbers per household in the heartland is due to a decline in graz-
ingg area44. As has been mentioned before. Tupuri adopted cattle-keeping as a lifestyle in addi-
tionn to their agricultural activities more than three hundred years ago. They used to live in areas 
wheree wild bush could support extensive herds. Because they managed to withstand the Fulbe 
andd other cattle nomads, they did not need to share their grazing lands with others. However, 
overr the years, with the growing numbers of people, bush land decreased and sometimes dis-
appearedd altogether, as is now the case in the town of Tchatibali. Although a small band of 
grazingg land is left for Tchatibali cattle owners, it is far from the city centre and it is far too 
smalll  for all inhabitants to graze a substantial amount of cattle on. In addition, most respon-

Forr the Tupuri cattle are mainly, if not solely, mens property. 
Accordingg to Gaston (1996: 75 etc ) each TLU in the non-mountainous Sahelo-Sudan zone needs at least 4 5 
ha'vearr Depending on soils and rainfall, etc this can amount to 9 haTLU (see chapter 4. section 2 1). 
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dentss in Tchatibali are too impoverished to have cattle at all. As a consequence, the amount of 
cattlee dung available to fertilise the fields has also diminished45. 

Evenn in Sirlawé. where a pasture area has been retained which is big enough for the whole 
villagee to graze their cattle (see Box 5.1). grazing possibilities have diminished because of bad 
management. . 

Boxx 5.1 Pasture-land project in Sirlawé 

Inn Sirlawé a mutual Swiss - Cameroonian government project installed a grazing area of1 

ii  approximately 25 ha some 30 years ago. In fact it was part of an agricultural learning centre 
ÏÏ  at Dadjamka. a village just north of Sirlawé. whose aim was to invite couples to spend a yean 
;att their premises to find out about modern and integrated agricultural systems. For that reason 
Ithee Swiss needed arable land in addition to range lands and they expropriated large amounts 
ii  of ancestral fields, mostly from Sirlawé inhabitants without prior consultation or reimburse-
jments.. Nevertheless, after some time the Sirlawé agriculturists came to appreciate the pasture 
izonee because it fulfilled their need. After a few years the Swiss withdrew, as was the original 
iplan.. and handed the centre over to what they called "local people". However, the director, a 
|graduatee of the agricultural University of Dschang, is not a local at all. Although he is from; 
Ithee Far North Province, he is not a Tupuri. let alone from Sirlawé. In addition, meeting the 
centre'ss financial obligations is a difficult task. It should have been self-sufficient, but this 
appearss not to be possible. At the moment the institution is under threat. The director of the 
Dadjamkaa agricultural learning centre tends to lend pieces of the grazing lands to (mostly "for-
eign*,, i.e. not from Sirlawé or Dadjamka) cultivators, probably to boost his own income. He 
himself,, however, explains that his actions are based on the difficult financial position of the 
centree as a whole. 

Thee diminishing pasture area annoys the former land owners. As more than one Sirlawé I 
inhabitantt told me "I gave up parts of my land to be used as pasture, because I think it is nee- j 
essaryy to have cattle in the village to fertilise the soil and to provide milk for the children, but; 
thatt man at the agricultural centre is having outsiders cut the trees and brushes and use the j 
areaa again as fields. Now our cattle have less area in which to find fodder". j 

Badd management has changed a situation of common grazing lands into one of ""the tragedy j 
off  open access" (see Hardin (1968) and others who enhanced his paradigm, such as Ostromj 
(1990)).. Because bush land is given to incoming people the local inhabitants, who perceive; 
thee land as theirs in the first place, also start using it for agriculture: ""It is no use to wait until 
alll  those others have cleared the bush and there is nothing left for us. neither for grazing nor 
forr cultivating, not even one parcel." And they refer to Tchatibali where people complain of j 

jbothh a lack of fields and a lack of pastures. ! 

Inn Kolara people do not consider a future lack of grazing space as a problem. They perceive 
thee proximity of the bush as a perfect grazing option. It is the lack of agricultural land in the 
villagee itself that bothers them. This, and the minimal harvest yields, threatens their daily exis-
tence.. Nevertheless, for the cattle owners, the immigration of more and more cattle-keeping 
nomadss each year is a threat to their grazing options. Some of them, with substantial herds. 

AA rough calculation reveals that for the production of 500 kg of cereals in the Sudano-Sahel zone 3.5 TLU is 
neededneeded (Bretnan. pers. comm.. in Leloup 1994). 
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explainn that they seek other places to send their flock, like the grass fields of Chad or 
Adamawa46.. However, if the herd is not within reach, it is more difficult to control herders and 
thiss leads to bigger losses47. 

Yet.. the level of possession of cattle and small ruminants by Tupuri in Kolara village is. like 
inn the heartland, lower than in former generations (see Table 5.2.12). This trend of fewer cat-
tlee started one or two generations ago. Older people complain about the diminishing of cattle 
numbers:: "when I was a boy we could drink a lot of milk." And indeed, not only the total num-
berr of cattle has decreased but also the relative number of cows, because more bulls and oxen 
aree kept as draught animals. There are several Tupuri nowadays who have lost their ability to 
handlee cattle, as they never had the chance to get used to it. When they are in a position to pos-
sesss them again (or use them for labour) their capability to handle their animals, to recognise 
illness,, to treat them with (traditional) medicines etc. fails and they risk losing their cattle 
becausee of excessively late or erroneous actions. 

Althoughh Cameroon has a network of veterinary services and has managed to eradicate 
somee of the widespread cattle diseases by way of vaccination (rinderpest; pleura- pneumonia, 
anthrax),, proper access to veterinary aid is expensive. Several minor, but economically impor-
tantt (especially for the small owner) diseases continue to exist and modern medicines are 
almostt non-obtainable. On the whole, a lot of owners lose animals each year due to disease 
(seee Table 5.2.14). On the market, cheaper medicines can be found, but their effectiveness is 
disputable.. 80 % of respondents who had had to deal with animal diseases over the last years 
referredd to the use of market medicines being a waste of money. 

TableTable 5.2.14 Number of households of respondents that lost animals because of disease 

Sirlawé é 

Tchatibali i 

Kolara a 

Householdss with animal losses 
Householdss with animals 
Householdss with animal losses 
Householdss with animals 
Householdss with animal losses 
Householdss with animals 

Cattle e 

7 7 
35 5 
0 0 

29 9 
2 2 

16 6 

Small l 
ruminants s 

28 8 
46 6 
39 9 
67 7 
19 9 
25 5 

Chicken n 

14 4 
44 4 
62 2 
67 7 
22 2 
31 1 

Ducks Ducks 

3 3 
17 7 
2 2 

37 7 
0 0 

19 9 

Pigs s 

0 0 
4 4 
1 1 

61 1 
1 1 

16 6 

Donkeys s 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
0 0 

13 3 

Total l 

34 4 
55 5 
72 2 
84 4 
31 1 
34 4 

Withh regard to small ruminants, a lack of knowledge about simple accommodation measures 
andd anti-diarrhoea treatments during the rainy season causes unnecessary losses. Veterinary 
servicess did not develop vaccination programmes for small ruminants with enough enthusi-
asmm and information to motivate owners, nor with the same strict implementation and con-
troll  measures as for cattle vaccinations. For this group of livestock, as well as for chickens, 
epidemicss of endemic diseases are normal. The widespread markets visited and the friend-
lyy exchange of animals does not help to keep diseases in check, but that is not a new phe-
nomenon. . 

Forr example, the village chief of Kolara (a Fulbe) wants to transfer his herd to Adamawa But nch Tupuri 
explainedd that they also use this strategy. 
See,, for example. Van Dnel (2001) 
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Anotherr insecurity as regards farm animals is their vulnerability to theft. In the densely pop-
ulatedd heartland areas this is virtually non-existent because of the high levels of social control. 
However,, the more extended bush lands of Kolara. where the herds and flock graze, are more 
difficul tt to control. Almost 30 % of the inhabitants there complained about the loss of rumi-
nantss by theft somewhere in the last 5 years. According to the chief of Gadjia. a village near 
Kolara,, the number of thefts in the region has increased over the years. 

InsecuritiesInsecurities with regard to non-agricultural activities 

Off-far mm activities 
Sirlawéé and Kolara inhabitants could only start off-farm labour when they migrated away. 
However,, in general they do not perform migrant labour. Only 1 person among all respondents 
triedd his luck in Chad or other parts of Cameroon during the dry season. In the villages them-
selvess both civil servant jobs as well as industrial jobs are not available, apart from a couple 
off  posts as school teacher (for at the most 5 of the village inhabitants), or extension officer (less 
thann 3 of the villagers). These jobs are not always given to local inhabitants. In particular, posts 
whichh require more highly educated staff are occupied by people from the city. They some-
timess come from the south and mostly have family relations within the system. Younger, more 
highly-educatedd Tupuri complain about the lack of governmental jobs. When they started their 
highh schools and further education they had hoped for an increase in the demand for their capa-
bilitiess but "the number of jobs for the government seems to decrease each day.1'48 Moreover, 
peoplee have to travel a lot to trade. Because safety on the roads changes a lot. long distance 
tradee can be a risky undertaking. Again, only 1 % of respondents supplements his income by 
wayy of trade. 

Inn Tchatibali, on the other hand, SODECOTON installed a cotton processing factory in 
19822 that provided several jobs for less educated workers. In June 2001, four percent of the 
peoplee from Tchatibali Centre found a job there. However, during the last couple of years, 
rumourss have spread that SODECOTON is due to close down this factory and employees are 
thereforee very unsure about their future income position. 

Thee higher population numbers here, and especially those of officials40, merchants and 
truck-drivers5",, offer more possibilities for shops, restaurants and bars. In the centre of 
Tchatibalii  there are officially eight bars and restaurants and four shops. But. again, the num-
berr of customers wil l decline if the factory closes. In addition, after each heavy downpour, the 
roadd to the south (the Chadian border) is blocked by the gendarmes to protect it from being 
ruinedd by excessively heavy traffic51. In 2001, several shopkeepers complained about the lack 
off  customers compared to the past. 

Moree than one respondent uttered such a phrase during the fieldwork. 
Ass a district and trade centre. Tchatibali town has a sub-prefecture, a police post and a gendarmerie 
Thee town is situated on the crossroads of several important trade routes which, for example, lead to Chad in 
thee south. In addition, heavy traffic is also related to the cotton factory 
Thiss can easily be circumvented by bribery: who pays. goes. However, in the longer run this is contra-pro-
ductivee When the road is ruined, nobody can pass. 
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On-far mm activities 
On-farmm or house industry opportunities depend on. among other things, the availability of raw 
materials.. Mostly these are growing in wild bush locations. Then again, the town does not offer 
enoughh supplies, and even in the village of Sirlawé the decline in the bush area is leading to a 
decreasee in the availability of materials like grasses for mats, granaries and roofs. In Kolara 
thee bush offers possibilities, but gathering always, means a long walk and an arduous return 
trip.. Only a very low percentage of respondents owns a cart or wheelbarrow. 

Itt is also difficult to gain access to wider markets, both for home-made merchandise and for 
agriculturall  products. In several neighbourhoods of the three villages there are only small 
weeklyy markets at which local products are sold and bought by locals themselves. Tchatibali 
townn market, which takes place every Thursday, is somewhat better equipped, even offering 
freshh fish, pottery and, when the season permits, guinea fowl eggs, for which the region is 
famouss and which attract outsiders. But again, in the event of diminishing rains, the fowls can-
nott find enough food and the number of eggs therefore drops. 

Manyy women brew sorghum beer in order to sell the surplus at the market or for use at 
drinkingg parties at home. However, insufficient sorghum production for use as subsistence 
foodd also has a detrimental effect on these possibilities. 

Inn general the inhabitants of the three villages do not have much trust in economic options 
otherr than agriculture. 

5.2.44 Social insecurities 
FamilyFamily and clan insecurities 
Inn the social domain, bonds between different (sub) groups as well as linkages from group to 
groupp and from one level to the other are important. Insecurities arise from the fact that fami-
lyy ties weaken. For example, in the past, fathers with cattle helped their sons to pay the bride 
price,, but nowadays even a goat or two pieces of cloth are asking too much. In the past, out-
migratingg brothers and uncles kept their contacts with those that stayed behind. Within the 
migrationn tradition of Tupuri the moving frontier was seen as an outpost of the clan and the 
family.. Most of the time, the new area was connected with the old one by a series of micro-
migrationss and in-between settlements. The whole area became the property of the whole lin-
eage-2.. Today migration is discontinuous in the sense that between an existing settlement and 
aa new one. large areas of non-group territory are situated. Although in modern times transport 
iss far easier using bush taxis, bicycles and even private motorcycles, distances are regarded as 
long.. Next to that, modern times require the building 'of a new life' in new areas, instead of 
perceivingg this new lif e as an extension of the old one. 

Individualisationn grows. Waibe (63 year)" complains about the behaviour of his oldest son: 
"I"I  suffered to let him go to school. Because I sold all my cattle, he was able to attend sec-
ondaryondary school. But now he is a policeman, and thus works where Biya sends him, he never 
visitsvisits me anymore. Nor does he send any money, while I have nothing left. He certainly 
earnsearns enough. He does not even help to pay the school fees for his younger brothers. The 
onlyonly person he cares about is himself!" 

'':: For the same mechanism in other parts of Afnca see eg Perrot (2000) 
MM Tchatibali. June 2001. 



140 0 

Thee age-old obligation of looking after one's mother and father seems to be declining. Only 
355 - 40 % of the respondents seem to be bothered by the feeling of such an obligation (even 
fewerr people in Kolara. as can be understood from their shorter period of settlement there). 
Moreover,, the thought that somebody should look after the fields - and even the graves - of 
ancestorss is becoming obsolete. This is partly due to the increase in Christianity (34 % of 
respondentss is of the Christian faith while only 12 % of their fathers adheres to that religion). 
Alsoo the possibility of falling back on brothers etc. in times of hardship or when in need of 
cashh for investment (in merchandise or schooling) meets with more restrictions nowadays. 
Thosee brothers with higher positions elsewhere, for example, seem to have loosened their ties 
withh younger brothers and sisters at home. Less than half of the population now counts on fam-
ilyy in times of crisis54. 

Thee bride price institution that used to serve as a security valve for older parents and that 
linkedd brothers and sisters to each other is on the decline. In the past, cattle received as bride 
pricee for daughters were sold directly for other needs, kept for the future or used to marry-off 
sons.. But nowadays bride prices are lower than a generation ago. Mohammadou (1988: 107) 
mentionss a bride price in Tupuri neighbourhoods of Moulvoudaye in 1956 of more than 10 cat-
tlee per marriage. Fathers of marriageable daughters now expect at the most three cattle. On top 
off  that, these days most young men marry without having paid their whole bride price and are 
thereforee indebted to their family-in-law. There are also couples who do not even consider 
stickingg to the old tradition. This lessens the direct burden on the young couple, but it decreas-
ess the bonds with parents generations" and brides' brothers who still (have to) give in to the 
paymentt of the bride price. The current vagueness of bride prices makes the whole situation 
unclearr and thus insecure. 

Whenn social capital declines, possibilities for organising collective investments decline as 
well.. Sometimes, when a group manages to organise something, the lack of bonds makes the 
peoplee involved choose for themselves instead of for the community. An example of this is the 
theftt by the treasurer of the money collected in the Yolawo neighbourhood for the construction 
off  a new welF*. At the same time an attack on capital in other domains can no longer be coun-
teredd with the help of the social bonds and linkages of the past. Claiming one's right is more 
easilyy done when backed by a strongly linked group. 

PoliticalPolitical insecurities 

AA feeling of belonging is also important for vertical linkages to politicians. A group needs to 
feell  represented at the higher political and administrative levels and needs to have trust in its 
representatives.. When these are of the same ethnicity and are shown to be connected to the eth-
nicc group, this group has a platform in the political arena to voice its interests. This has to be 
accompaniedd by an implementation of general development efforts and effective conflict pre-
ventionn measures, otherwise such a group can feel alienated and the political domain can start 
too booster conflicts. 

Thee family is regarded as a security valve by 41 °o of Sirlawé. only 14 % in Tchatibali and 29 % in Kolara 
Moree than one young, married, man has major rows with his father-in-law because he did not pay (and will 
nott pay) the bride price this father thinks is necessary. These fathers also have quarrels with their daughters 
becausee they do not obey the command to leave their young husbands who do not pay the bride price 
Thiss example shows a positive aspect that 1 will deal with in the investment section. 
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Withh the growing strictness of president Biya's reign from the beginning of the 1980s onwards, 
lupunn had to withdraw more and more from the political arena. When, in 1984. not only north-
ernerss from the Fulbe ethnicity, but also from the Tupuri elite corps appeared to be involved in 
thee coup against the president, the feelings of the political party in power turned against Tupuri. 
Nott only were the fragile attempts to establish a multi-party system totally dropped for a number 
off  years, but when it got momentum (at the beginning of the 1990s: see Ch. 4) the Tupuri party 
encounteredd only distrust and deliberate counteractions by the government. 

Nowadays,, lots of Tupuri complain about the lack of secrecy during elections, and they 
abstainn from voting for their "own" party out of fear. "If you do not support the RDPC?7 you 
wil ll  never get a governmental job or even famine relief aid". Joining the ranks of the MDR'8 

too empower that party is. evidently, out of the question. Both in the heartland and in Kolara 
villagee only 14 % of the population dared to admit their support for the MDR during the elec-
tionss and that applied only to municipal elections. The number is half this in the case of elec-
tionss for the national assembly or presidency. How many people actually vote for the MDR 
remainss a secret but the election outcomes suggest that it is, indeed, a very small number. 
Becausee of that, political representation of Tupuri is low and they feel 'forgotten*. "The gov-
ernmentt does a lot for the whole country", they say. "But what has it done for us?" 

Indeed,, several times over the last five years the government agency that should see to the 
constructionn of a water point took the money collected by the community but never supple-
mentedd the rest, nor sent workers to fix the well in question. 

Thee difficulty of a multiparty system under an enlightened dictator is clearly demonstrated 
byy the events of the 1997 municipality elections and their aftermath in the Kolara/Kobo region. 
Afterr extra efforts from the politically aware Tupuri. the MDR succeeded in getting a MDR 
mayorr in 1997 in the Moulvoudaye community (under which ranks both Kolara and Kobo 
resort).. However, within two years this man surrendered to the ongoing pressure of thee admin-
istratorss surrounding him and changed his party membership for one of the RDPC. His con-
stituencyy was deeply disappointed. Some of them have now announced that they will vote 
directlyy for the RDPC next time, instead of via a detour11, although this will not result in any 
moree implementations of their needs. 

Forr many Tupuri the democratic system did not bring them more rights and security. Given 
thee distrust of the ruling party towards them, the fraud that took place during elections and the 
pressuree exerted on party members, getting their needs fulfilled is more difficult than in the 
past.. "Being a citizen of Cameroon with democratic rights does not mean the same for each 
andd everyone"60. 

Conflictt  mediation 
Thee modem system led only to ambiguities about legitimate authorities. Particularly in the 
casee of conflict mediation, which in the past was the domain of the village chief, all the dif-
ferentt roles and positions make the outcome of a conflict unsure. Discords are not solved strict-
lyy by the village chief anymore. Instead, the parties involved can choose to approach other 

'77 Rassembkment Démocratiqiie des Peuples Camermmuis, the party of president Biya 
'KK \toii\emenl Démocratique ptnir la Defense de la République, the Tupuri"s party. 
""  Indeed, in the municipal elections of 2002. the Moulvoudaye population elected an(other) RDPC mayor 
*'' More than half of the respondents in the three origin ullages voiced this idea. In the Kolara and Kobo settle-

mentss the number of persons who experienced this frustration was even higher (80 °o) 

file:///toii/emenl
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authoritiess directly or later, if they are not satisfied with the chiefs decision. For example, the 
villagee chief of Sirlawé had to visit the sub-prefect in Doukoula with two parties in a conflict, 
becausee the accused party did not want to accept his condemnation. This party (two inhabitants 
off  Sirlawé) had not used the fertiliser that was collectively bought to increase the yield of a 
quartt of their fields that was agreed to be used for a common goal of the same group. They had 
soldd it. During the harvest their yields appeared to be lower than expected. Nevertheless, they 
wantedd to participate in the group's stock possibility and the selling of sorghum when the price 
wouldd be high. The other members of the group wanted to kick them out or wanted them to 
payy back the profit of the fertiliser sold. As far as the accusing party was concerned, this 'shop-
ping'' for justice cost money and time in a period of harvest, and outcomes are more depend-
entt on bribery. 

Inn the Tupuri tradition, women had an important role in conflict mediation and prevention. 
Oldd mothers {Wog Chi) could call conflicting parties before them to decide how to settle the 
discord.. On the other hand, certain women {Nare Bounsonre) have contacts with god or ances-
torss as well as with nature and they can communicate advice and instructions to prevent dis-
turbancess of the peace. Some of these women only became active to wam against bad spirits 
thatt try to disturb relationships between community members or when natural disasters wil l 
strike.. Others had the task of looking after daily conflicts and consulting the ancestors in order 
too reconcile them. However, the traditional concept of peace is disappearing and with it the 
rolee of women in conflict mediation (Ngongo Mbédé 2003). 

Becausee the gwna (see note 6) is the place where Tupuri discuss and fix morality and val-
ues,, it is another important institution in the realm of conflict prevention and mediation. In the 
songss and dances, misbehaviour (even of powerful persons) is ridiculed and publicly 
denounced,, but the people who are the object of the derision also have the right to take revenge 
andd clarify their case61, as in a judicial court. However, with the migration to towns, the 
increasee of modernity and the loss of cattle, this institution risks suffering a decrease in sig-
nificancee and ultimately disappearing altogether. 

LandLand allocation and insecurities 

Ass has been mentioned in section 2.1, access to (new) land is becoming more difficult and 
dependss on social relationships. According to Tupuri tradition, land is inherited by married 
sons.. Once cleared, land is the possession of the clearer and his off-spring. As in most parts of 
Africa,, without the addition of new area, the division of land amongst all sons makes the inher-
itancee per person smaller every generation. Therefore, occasionally a specific son is the only 
onee to inherit from the father. Some Tupuri say that only the eldest gets it. others say land can 
bee allocated to the youngest son if he has the special task of looking after his father, while his 
elderr brother has the more pioneering function. In general, younger sons have fewer chances 
too inherit since by the time they get married, their elder brothers wil l have already received 
everythingg there is to allocate. In today's reality, all sorts of sons can inherit in all sorts of com-
binations.. Even cousins and nephews can inherit". The personal relationship between the 

"'' See. e.g., Ignatowski (2001). 
100 In the past, this was a good method for making sure that the land would stay in the hands of the family once 

thee first clearer and his off-spnng left the area. For them this would more or less guarantee that thev could 
comee back and take up cultivation on the same fields, should the move turn out to be disastrous. 
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fatherr and the son (or even with the mother of the son) is becoming more and more important. 
Fatherss tend to give some land to married sons while they themselves are still alive, but then 
againn they do so only to those sons they feel affinity with. 

Inn the case of borrowing and even hiring and buying, social bonds with the owner are also 
important.. It appears that just being family is not always enough anymore, even when the 
uncless or cousins dispose of a large area themselves. They feel too much of a distance with 
thesee non-direct family members and would prefer, for example, to sell to the highest bidder. 
Inn addition, in the past being a neighbour could be seen as a relationship that secured mutual 
usee of fields, but nowadays borrowing is only possible from so-called 'friends'. This is a high-
lyy insecure position, as friendships can easily end because of minor quarrels, or because of the 
passingg to another generation. For example, somebody may have a kind of life-long appoint-
mentt with a friend to use one of his fields but the moment this friend dies, his offspring wil l 
claimm the borrowed field back (or vice versa). 

Thee position of. and thus the relationship with, the neighbourhood chief is decisive. It is he 
whoo has the power to allocate 'new' lands to newcomers or new grown-ups without (enough) 
land.. Djaoro's (or land masters) benefit from out-migration, because abandoned land is 
returnedd to them. As long as they obey the rules of the lawcrn, the lamido, or the official author-
ities61,, they can use it to give to whoever they want. This can be their own sons and relatives, 
butt may also be (sons of) those that have proven to be useful, or towards whom they have 
friendlyy feelings. At the same time, the decrease in the amount of 'free*  land means the possi-
bilitiess djaoros have to decide about other people's access to land are diminishing61. 

Allocationn of land as a place to dig water wells or small lakes for livestock is mostly based 
onn community decisions (neighbourhood or whole village). A group of wise men. inspired by 
ideass of the inhabitants in general, decide where the well has to come and where the corridors 
forr the cattle have to be delimited65. Access to water is open for all. In times of scarcity the rule 
is:: first come first served. Rules of proper use exist for artificial lakes and a kind of social con-
troll  is in place66. When cattle owners do not follow the rules, there is for example an increased 
riskk of the spread of diseases. In Kolara. people complain about a lack of water wells in the 
dryy season for both men and livestock. Roads and cattle tracks are sufficient, so the artificial 
waterr points constructed by the Mindif-Moulvoudaye project employees can be used through-
outt the dry season, but one has to pay. 

533 They have the right to designate certain areas as, for example, grazing lands See Chapter 4 about official and 
customaryy laws regarding land tenure. 

644 In addition, the decision power to decide of the djaoro can be limited via another custom. The Tupuri know 
thee institute of 'keeper of the wood'. This djaksiri guards the small holy bush that is conserved in each neigh-
bourhood,, next to his house He has to guard the relationship with the spirits, for example by way of regular 
ritualss (for example the moment a new piece of bush is cleared evil spirits have to be satisfied with sacrifices) 
SometimesSometimes the functions of djaoro and 'djaksiri' are not performed by one person In such cases, the djaoro 
shouldd contact the djaksiri to deal with important and difficult issues 

f,tt As described by Seignobos (2000e: 1151 the Tupun have the custom of marking out cattle tracks from village 
too pasture with rows of Jairopha cure us, Ipomoea ftstulosu and other densely growing plants. They do the 
same,, if necessary, in order to reach watenng holes for the herds. 

'**  For example, such an artificial lake has been dug in the centre of Sirlawé It has a big fence around it to pre-
ventt both misuse and children falling in. Some concrete devices have been constructed nearby to water the ani-
malss without contaminating the lake 
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CulturalCultural insecurities 

Culturally-basedd habits in relation to. for exampte. conflict resolution can be a source of inse-
curity.. Problems with family or other co-villagers can give rise to a fear of revenge or a 
decreasee in the general legitimacy to stay. Four percent of respondents refer to quarrels with 
familyy or village members as the reason for out-migration (more often than not over trivial 
things).. A lack of conflict settlement possibilities can give rise to the necessity to make a sud-
denn move to other areas in order to be safe from revenge from within the village. 

Ass in other African countries witchcraft accusations can strike at any moment67. Frustration 
withh one's own circumstances and jealousy of someone else's can cause people to think that their 
luckk has been stolen by the other with the help of magic spells. In Sirlawé the death of a young 
man.. after he had suffered from several different diseases and had become very thin, made his 
motherr accuse the village chief of witchcraft. The chief, a fairly prosperous man. had tried to help 
thiss patient with traditional medicine (as is the role of such a chief), but had failed"*. If such an 
accusedd person does not have a very high standing in the village and if trust has declined, the 
onlyy possibility (once again), is to go away. Indeed. Van der Ploeg (2001) encountered in one of 
thee new Diamaré settlements more than one person who had left his home area because of accu-
sationss of witchcraft. Thus, wealth and prosperity can be a cause of insecurity, especially for 
thosee who do not play the political game or do not have brothers in the higher realms of the State. 

Ass a result of modernisation and increasing migration to towns, the age-old institution of 
gurnagurna (see note 6) - with its function of ensuring a social bond within clans and over the clans - . 
runss the risk of disappearing. As "the Tupuri recognize the gurna as a repository of commu-
nally-heldd moral values, and as a guardian of an ideal of Tupuri personhood" (Ignaotowski 
2001:: 7). its disappearance would have grave repercussions on the social and cultural capital 
off  this ethnic group. As mentioned above, the effects wil l also be seen in the domain of the cul-
turallyy specific methods of conflict mediation. 

Althoughh the "new* religions offer strong ties to new communities and thus strengthen social 
networks,, the choice of Tupuri for Christianity alienates them even more from the Islamic Fulbe 
inn the Diamaré region. There were already significant differences between the two groups, for 
examplee in relation to housing patterns (settled Fulbe tend to live 'wall to wall' in centred vil -
lages.. Tupuri dispersed between their fields), food preferences, the role of women and school 
attendance.. The fact that Tupuri do not converse to Islam means they do not join in the after-
prayerr discussion next to the mosque in Kolara centre, nor celebrate the same festivities nor 
adheree to other general cultural customs. On the other hand, all three religious groups admit that 
theyy worship one and the same god and that only their rules and habits are different. These dif-
ferencess are not only due to religion. As mentioned in Chapter 4. both Islam and Christianity are 
firmlyy embedded in the customs and values of the ethnic groups that converted to them. 

Becausee the Fulbe are currently the local holders of power in Kolara and Kobo. the increas-
ingg distance between Fulbe and Tupuri is reducing the opportunities open to the latter. In the 
longg run it may engender conflicts and power shifts that may be decided using force. 

',77 There is a wealth of literature on witchcraft and magic in Sub-Saharan Africa For information on the use there-
off  in the political (and power) plays of the 'modem' states: see Geschiere (1997) 

'*'*  Other, more educated Sirlawé inhabitants voice the opinion that AIDS was the cause of this young man's death, 
butt the accused still had to go to court to prove his innocence That is in itself a difficult undertaking. 
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5.33 Investments: going to box 2 

Ass depicted in the "insecurity complex" in Chapter 3. when people experience insecurities in 
aa mutually influencing complex of domains, they search for strategies to overcome these. In 
thee "To violence or escape (VoE) diagram" actors perceive the different possibilities in the step 
fromm box 1 to box 2 (Figure 5.1). To understand the step to box 2 of the VoE diagram the diver-
sityy of options that lead to certain strategies and the choice for specific options have to be 
explored.. With a variety of capitals at hand (see Ch 2) the different Tupuri invest in the social 
relationships,, economic goods, personal capabilities or environmental circumstances they 
encounterr to improve their future and that of their children. Theoretically, in all these domains 
aa diversity of options are open to them, namely in tackling (combinations of) all the insecuri-
tiess (see section 2 of this chapter). Sometimes people do not really invest in anything, but just 
'muddlee through*, perhaps only hoping that their positions wil l improve in the future. The 
actuall  investments are shaped by the combined effect of each of the four categories of the 
Actor-in-Contextt model as formulated by De Groot and Kamminga (1995; See Ch 2): the 
extentt to which options can be implemented, objectified motivations, interpretations and the 
autonomyy towards implementation per actor. I wil l describe the factors that influence these 
optionss and make people chose "escape routes' (downward arrows from the central part of the 
kVoEE diagram", see figure 5.1) or make them follow the route to the invasion of a new niche 

(boxx 2 of the VoE diagram). 

5.3.11 Environmental investments 
InvestmentsInvestments in the quality of land 
Theree are several options for improving the quality of the land and thereby increase agricul-
turall  production. Apart from the use of more fertilisers (natural or chemical), more labour 
resourcess (directly in the production process itself as well as in the construction of soil and 
waterr conservation structures) or more technological equipment can be used. Important 
aspectss in this context are the availability of these three factors and access to them. Another 
aspectt that has to be borne in mind is that, although Tupuri are seen as conservative - for exam-
plee in contrast to the Mundang who are quick to adopt new crops and technologies, such as 
cottonn and ploughs in the early 1950s (Hallairel984) - nowadays Tupuri cultivators would 
certainlyy adopt new agricultural methods if they guaranteed their interests6*1. 

Inn theory the options with regard to chemical fertilisers in the three areas are to buy them at 
thee market or to acquire them from friends and relatives or from agricultural extension servic-
ess and the para-statal SODECOTON. In the latter case it is possible to choose between the use 
off  special sorghum fertiliser for cereal production and the use of the cotton fertilisers on other 
fieldss as well. The times and methods of application are important (for example dispersed or 
onlyy at the exact location of the seeds). The price of fertiliser is approximately 50.000 Fcfa/ha. 
Theree is no problem with supplying those who can pay in all three origin villages. 

Thee use of natural fertilisers can consist of the application of animal dung (from own or bor-
rowedd animals or purchased or gathered manure), the application of household waste, the use 
off  leases or stems from harvest residues, the application of ' organic matter (leaves of 

"""  They have shown capacity to do so first, when they adopted cotton cultivation as a new cash earning possi-
bilityy and second, with their migration to the Maga irrigation project to earn a living in the nee fields 
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standingg or planted trees, directly or gathered in the bush and dispersed over the field) and. in 
Tchatibali.. residues of the cotton processing village factory' (see Table 5.3.1). In principle, the 
usee of natural fertiliser only involves labour hours (except when cattle ov\ners ask for money 
forr the use of their animals, but that has not (yet) been established in the three origin villages). 

TableTable 5.3.1 Fertility ameliorating measwes (numbers and percentage of respondents; some actors use sever 
all  measures simultaneously) 

ationn Animal 
manure manure 

(ownn animals) 

0aa 60 
88 % 42 % 

11 18 
33 % 49 % 

Animal l 
manure manure 
(other's s 

animals) ) 

10 0 
7% % 
4 4 
111 % 

Household d 
waste e 

49 9 
344 % 

10 0 
27% % 

Natural l 
fertiliser. . 

nott of 
animals s 

7b b 

5% % 
lc c 

3% % 

Chem m 
fertiliser r 

90 0 
633 °o 
16 6 
4 3% % 

Nothing g 

15 5 
111 % 
13% % 

Heartlandd 143 

Koll  ara 37 

'' = in the heartland this is only crop rotation 
bb = five times SODECOTON factory residues (in Tchatibali), one time stems and one time planting of Faidherbia 

treee in Sirlawe 
""  = Faidherbia tree planting 

Farmerss spread the household waste over the fields located in the immediate vicinity of their 
houses.. They do not carry it to fields further away. Indeed, the compound fields are the most fer-
tile.. Yet. most of the time this waste is insufficient to fertilise a substantial surface. In Kolara a 
handfull  of respondents even knew about the method of making and using compost (although 
onlyy one actually did so). However, it does require basic materials such as animal dung and 
waterr and demands some extra labour (although not all of it in the rainy season). In addition, a 
significantt disadvantage, according to the users, is that the practice attracts maggots in dry years. 

Onn the other hand, gathering leaves in the bush to disperse over the fields is an excessive-
lyy demanding exercise. It takes more energy to gather enough to fertilise one field than the 
levell  of energy equivalents that the field would produce thereafter (let alone the fact that, in 
thee heartland, the bush surface is very limited). Even the cotton factory residues are only used 
too a limited extent. Only a very small proportion of the population makes the effort to pick up 
thee remains and carry them to the fields. It is. indeed, heavy work, but it can be done in the dry 
seasonn after the harvest. It would therefore not interfere with the significant number of labour 
hours.. When asked about the reason why they refrained from carrying out this activity, people 
indicatedd that they consider it too arduous without a cart to transport it, or too expensive. This 
lastt point is surprising because others, including the factory director, explain that it could be 
donee for free. 

Withh regard to further labour input the options are: working more and longer days by house-
holdd heads and household members or involving friends and relatives. Another possibility is 
too hire labourers. The first is only possible in households with grown-up children, although rel-
ativelyy small children are left at home unguarded when the demand for labour is at its highest. 
Onn the other hand, farmers already tend to work from first light to late in the evening when the 
circumstancess demand it. Wives start even earlier in order to prepare the meal that farmers take 
withh them to the field. Working more days is only possible when the rains are plenty. Without 
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rainn ploughing and sowing is not possible. In the north of Cameroon, schools are already 
organisedd in such a way that in the rainy season children can assist their parents (a three 
monthss 'holiday'). Involving friends and relatives is a well-known strategy throughout the 
wholee Sahel-Sudan zone. So-called "working parties" are organised by fanners to make it pos-
siblee to finish a certain job in a limited amount of time (for example: harvest of millet needs 
cuttingg of stems, drying and battering of the grains in just a couple of days). In addition, it is 
moree fun working together. It demands a certain level of social bonds, but it also adds to the 
sociall  fabric. Most of the time, it is done on the basis of mutual exchange. The total amount of 
labourr for a certain community does not increase, of course. The second option demands a 
monetaryy input that is only possible for the rich. Again, when the hired labourers are from the 
samee village, the total labour force used does not increase. 

Somee types of requested labour for improvement of field-output are not restricted to the peak 
period.. For example, several soil and water conservation structures can be constructed in the 
non-agriculturall  season. In such cases, an extra labour input is possible. On the other hand, not 
alll  measures require extra labour. For example, the blockade of surface run-off in a field by 
bandss of wild vegetation crossways to the run-off only asks for less labour. Both types of meas-
uress are only necessary for those that encounter this kind of erosion. Table 5.3.2 depicts num-
berss of inhabitants suffering from erosion or water problems, and their strategies against it. 

Tablee 5.3.2 Number of respondents with erosion or water problems and their countermeasures (NB Only 
usedd measures are depicted; the figures depict problems as perceived by respondents) 

Problemss Surface run-off Inundation Gully erosion Wind erosion 

Measuress No mea- Dikes Plant Cross- No mea- Dikes Canals No mea- Plant No mea- Leaving Tree 
suree plan- strip sure sure plan- sure stem plan-

tingg tmg ting 

Stflawé é 

Tchatibali i 

Kolara a 

Total l 

4 4 

0 0 
2 2 

6 6 

0 0 

0 0 

13 3 

13 3 

0 0 

0 0 
2 2 

2 2 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 

1 1 

0 0 

29 9 

3 3 

31 1 

0 0 

5 5 

1 1 

6 6 

0 0 

1 1 

1 1 

2 2 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 

1 1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 

2 2 

0 0 

0 0 

2 2 

Inn total. 36 % of respondents complained about erosion or water problems in their fields, but 
onlyy 15 % tried to do something against it. In Tchatibali. where inundations were the only "ero-
sions""  signalled, farmers explained that the soil was too heavy to make dikes or canals by hand 
inn the dry season, and that they did not have the money for or general access to heavy ground 
movingg machines. They requested assistance from the government, but added that they did not 
havee any trust therein. On the south-west side of the centre a kind of dike had been raised in 
thee past by an NGO which offered some resistance to flooding. Yet. the benefits were not 
spreadd equally, so now some other fields are suffering from water problems, or even a lack of 
humidity.. Five people with a run-off problem could not make clear why they did not use coun-
termeasuress like the ones employed by their fellow villagers. The sixth gave the same expla-
nationn as some of the inundation victims: making a dike or canal would make the water stream 
too the neighbour's fields and give him problems so that was not an option. 
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Thee planting of trees to increase the production capacity of the land is subject to a number 
off  several problems, such as an unsuitable subsoil10, not enough money to purchase the 
seedlings,, no permission from the land owner or iawan to plant trees (depending on custom-
aryy rules and personal social bands)7'. To this should be added the general set-backs related to 
cultivation,, such as too much shade in the growing season. However, most people explain that 
theyy leave existing trees standing in their fields if they can see that there are advantages to 
doingg so. such as a fertilising effect. If possible they plant shade or fruit generating trees 
aroundd their compounds (40 %) which can add to general household waste to be spread over 
thee fields. 

Onee of the options apart from aiming at an increase in crop yield is to try to increase the 
earningg capacity of grazing lands. When this indeed leads to a higher number of cattle, then 
itt can also, via the manure, help to increase yields. In the Doukoula region {that includes 
Sirlawéé and Tchatibali) the veterinary surgeon has started initiatives to sow higher yielding 
grasses7\\ He informs agriculturalists about it and sees to it that interested farmers get the nec-
essaryy instruction and seeds without too many financial investments. At the moment, only a 
handfull  of farmers are involved. Investment in this seems only to be interesting for cattle own-
ers.. Even in their cases, it should not interfere with labour demand for cash or subsistence 
crops.. Most respondents seem to be reluctant to "sow in the wild areas. Normally fodder 
shouldd grow automatically there." The free rider problem is also mentioned as an obstacle: 
"Whyy should I work there, while everybody else can make his cattle eat the results..." Because 
thee whole village could benefit from an increase in bush quality, a community initiative could 
supportt this development. However, up until now, this need has not been acknowledged. 

Moree technological equipment consists of improved heels, ploughs and weeding tools and, 
ass far as cotton is concerned, 'corps biteurs™. or de-weeding chemicals. Al l this aims to 
reducee labour requirements per ha or to open up otherwise un-usable soils. In connection with 
conservationn structures, the possibilities include mechanical earthmoving machines, etc. (see 
above).. Cattle, horses or donkeys are needed for ploughs and draught weeding tools. Like 
bicycless and (for the rich) motorcycles these animals can also be used to transport products 
(fromm fields to granaries, from compounds to markets), especially when the animals can be 
usedd together with carts. This saves labour input (time) that can be used elsewhere. In the 
heartlandss a third of the compounds have a bicycle. In a way it is a feature of Tupuri culture. 
Evenn a lot of women can and do ride bikes. Bicycles are used to transport all sorts of items, 
butt also to visit family and friends, as well as to attend church ceremonies in town (the 
Catholicss of Sirlawé. for example, tend to go to Sunday services in Doukoula, some 7 km 
downn the road). Therefore, bicycles also serve the build up and maintenance of social rela-
tions. . 

Anotherr technological improvement to reduce the insecurity of excessively variable lengths 
off  the rainy season is the new higher yielding or quicker maturing varieties of crops. However, 
thesee sometimes entail higher risks, as they are less drought-resistant and harvesting has to be 

7111 During the field work several farmers asked for help to purchase tree seedlings, but others (mostly higher edu-
catedd persons) explained that the region of, for example Yolawo, had an impermeable rocky underground that 
preventedd trees from maturing 

''' See. for example. Van der Ploeg (2001) or Scholten (2002) 
" :: Information from June 2001. He had started this initiative several years earlier 

Thee utensil necessary to form the small ndges which have to be formed around the cotton plants 
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donee in the already labour demanding times of the rainy season. In addition, in the event of 
abundantt rainfall the risk of rotting is high because the grains cannot dry properly after har-
vest.. Nevertheless, all Tupuri are interested in the new varieties and many people ask exten-
sionn workers to bring seed, for example from Maroua. However, only a small proportion of 
themm actually cultivate quick-maturing cereals. The seed supply is low and those who want to 
usee it need money to buy the seed. 

De-weedingg chemicals are not widely used due to a lack of information on how to use them 
orr even on the possibility of using them (and where to purchase them). The one user I spoke 
too complained that he had also destroyed the growing capacity of his millet plants, because he 
hadd obviously used too much. 

Ann increase in most of the methods described or an improvement therein is difficult . Since 
timee immemorial. Tupuri have used all sorts of soils and the different cultivars that best grow 
inn these. It is Tupuri that see the value of the bare harde soils in the Diamaré: "I f only I had a 
goodd plough and a pair of strong oxen. I could turn the soil and have a very rich field here."74 

Theyy improved their soils with appropriate trees and brushes to counter fertility loss and ero-
sion.. For example, almost all respondents in Sirlawé and Tchatibali are familiar with the fer-
tilisingg effect of the Faidherbia albida tree, and mention Ipomoeia mauritiana as a gully-
restrictingg device. In addition, the use of animal dung is an age-old habit that fits in with their 
cattlee culture. Moreover, while other ethnic groups were still dependant on strict fallow rota-
tion,, they already had intensified their methods with the construction of dikes to hold back 
waterr or to retain water in transplant-sorghum fields. 

However,, declining yields and income, as I explained before, make it impossible to invest 
inn existing measures, let alone new instruments and methods whose benefits are still vague. 
Indeed,, the only tool that is quickly gathering in popularity is the plough. Since the introduc-
tionn of cotton, ploughs have been incorporated in people's worldviews. in spite of the high 
monetaryy investment needed75. As can be understood in the Tupuri cattle-culture, oxen are the 
mainn labour animals, although this means a higher investment than donkeys. The owner needs 
twoo (more expensive) oxen for the plough as opposed to one donkey. Some households even 
havee more than one set of animals. The costs are recouped when a matching number of ploughs 
iss available (and the necessary labourers) or when there are so many labourers and fields that 
onlyy one set of animals would quickly be over-used (and cannot work at all76). Especially in 
Kolara.. the farmers with more ploughs mostly also own several sets of draught animals (that 
is:: two or more donkeys and/or four or more cattle). The use of ploughs and animals depends 
onn the monetary or social situation of the farmer: does (s)he have money to buy or hire the 
equipmentt or does (s)he have a relevant social network to borrow. Table 5.3.3 shows the 
spreadingg of ploughs and draught animals. 

Remarkk by three different respondents, independent of each other, on three different occasions while walking 
aa transect in the surroundings of Kolara and Kobo. June - July 2001 
Inn 2001. a donkey cost 70.000 Fcfa (the pnce of approximately three bags of 100 kg of sorghum in the rainy 
season),, a labour-oxen up to 100.000 Fcfa (and then it still has to be trained) A plough itself cost at least 
45.0000 Fcfa when bought at SODECOTON. Local ploughs cost approximately half that, but break down eas-
ier.. Both a weeding tool and a bitew cost 40.000 Fcfa. 
Thiss happens more than once, especially when the owner user is not expenenced enough and is unable to dis-
tinguishh stubbornness from exhaustion 
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TableTable 5.3.3 PercentagePercentage of households using ploughs and draught draught animals. (NB. The lota] number of plough 
userss is not the same as the total of animal users because some farmers use donkevs and cattle) 

Sirlawé é 

Tchatibali i 

Koll  ara 

Own n 
Hire e 
Borrow w 

Own n 
Hire e 
Borrow w 

Own n 
Hire e 
Borrow w 

Households s 
usingg ploughs 

One e 

50 0 
5 5 

27 7 

31 1 
21 1 
6 6 

38 8 
5 5 
3 3 

More e 

4 4 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

14 4 
0 0 
0 0 

Householdss with 
labour-cattle e 

Onee pair 

27 7 
9 9 

36 6 

25 5 
26 6 
6 6 

19 9 
0 0 
0 0 

Moree pair 

18 8 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

5 5 
0 0 
0 0 

Householdss with 
donkeys s 

One e 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

27 7 
3 3 
5 5 

More e 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

5 5 
0 0 
0 0 

Household d 
withh horse 

One e 

4 4 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

5 5 
0 0 
0 0 

Untill  recently, the use of milking cows was not even considered. It is now being introduced by 
thee agricultural learning centre at Dadjamka (near Sirlawé). But it takes time to change cul-
turally-embeddedd habits. Still the vast majority only use oxen. Of course, donkeys can only be 
usedd when the soil is not too heavy. In addition, some cultivators prefer cattle because of the 
widerr furrow they produce. 

Itt has to be stressed that ploughing is heavy work, and that, for the use of cattle, more than 
onee person is generally needed. On top of that, the drawback of plough use is mostly well 
known,, as is that of chemical fertiliser use: it disturbs the soil too much and. after an initial 
productionn increase, the decline follows all the more quickly. "However we have no choice: 
withh the decline of the rains, we need to plough and sow all the fields in just one or two days. 
Andd we need a real yield this year!" 

InvestmentsInvestments in quantity of land 
Investmentt in the quantity of fields can be made while continuing to live in the same com-
pound.. That means that somewhere in the neighbourhood (in principle within walking dis-
tance)) new fields have to be cleared or fields that have already been cleared have to be bor-
rowed,, hired or bought. In the heartland, the new clearing of fields is impossible. In Kolara. 
clearingg within village distance is difficult, because much of the bush is further away, or the 
II  aw an has forbidden clearing. "On the other side of the road", he says, "the project ground is 
situated.. That is for cattle to graze."77 As has been mentioned, the possibilities of increasing 
one'ss available area with someone else's old fields are declining. People who are in elevated 
positionss in society or who have bonds with those who have power (in terms of position and 
off  money) have a greater chance of gaining access to land. Indeed, more and more people in 
thee three origin villages are asking for money to help them cultivate their fields. Now respon-
dentss say. "It is difficult to find somebody who does not use his fields and is willing to lend 
themm to you for free. In the past you only had to give a bit of thee yield after the harvest, or your 

Theree are. however, certain Kolara neighbourhoods that started new fields "on the other side of the road"' For 
tenn or fifteen years they followed the rule of the law an, but now they have had enough of resisting looking at 
emptyy arable land next to their compounds 
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wifee would prepare some beer to drink together." Nevertheless, commoditisation of land is not 
veryy widespread yet. and borrowing and hiring do occur (see Table 5.2.5). Young farmers 
investt in building social networks in the hope that this wil l lead landowners to lend out fields 
too them. For example, they hang around the compounds of the rich and are quick to help them 
personally.. They assist with the set up of a grass mat construction, help somebody to get to the 
hospitall  or explain difficult homework to children. 

AA last option is to go to a new area: the intrusion of a new niche (Box 2 of the VoE diagram 
inn Figure 5.1). Those that indeed intruded into the bush of Kolara and Kobo wil l be dealt with 
inn sections 4 and 5. Here I describe the options and ideas of those that are still living in one of 
thee origin villages. Table 5.3.4 depicts which category of landowners considers leaving as a 
goodd option and which percentage per category gives land scarcity as a reason for this desire 
too move. 

TableTable 5.3-1 Percentage of population wanting to leave for cerium reasons per surface-category of land 
possession possession 

Arablee land surface in possession 

N N 
Numberr considenng to leave 
%% giving lack of land as reason 
%% giving hunger as reason 
Otherr reasons to leave 

0 0 

8 8 
2 2 

2 5% % 
0% % 
0% % 

0 0 25 5 -2.55 ha 

99 9 
8 8 
4% % 
11 % 
3 %b b 

>> 2 5 ha 

73 3 
8 8 
8% % 

1.4% % 
1.4% % 

0 0 -- 15 haa 

180 0 
18 8 
10% % 
11 % 
2 % % 

aa = 15 ha is the maximum a farmer in one of the three villages possesses 
bb = one person (= 1 %) mentions as reason a quarrel with another villager 

Off  those that express their wish to move. 22 % (2.2 % of total population) mentions the 
Diamaréé plain and bush as their destination. They consider this bush region as being near their 
currentt villages and as historical Tupuri land. They have heard from friends or relatives who 
havee settled there or who have seen the vast bush, that it is a good option. Nevertheless, half 
off  the household heads that express a wish to leave the current village express doubts as to 
whetherr they wil l actually go. "I t is very difficult" , "I have many social obligations here". "To 
movee you need a lot of money" and other constraints besides are often mentioned. In reality, 
aa detailed balance of push and pull factors combined with negative and positive influences 
determiness the implementation of a move. 

5.3.22 Human domain investments 
Apartt from personal characteristics that are not easily changed, the human capability domain 
consistss of health status, knowledge and education. Good health makes other investments more 
possiblee and ensures that capabilities in other domains can be used. Knowledge and education 
cann open up jobs or increase access to political positions. 

HealthHealth investments 
Mostly,, investment in health is an ad hoc activity. It is not an investment with a more or less 
long-termm strategic aim. In the whole research area no person invested in the prevention of dis-
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eases,, for example by buying a mosquito net to prevent malaria. Health services, backed by 
thee government and international donors, organise yearly vaccination campaigns against cer-
tainn diseases. Unfortunately, not all mothers (and their children) attend these, although most of 
themm do. On the other hand, with an outbreak of measles in the Tupuri heartland, all inhabi-
tantss complain that the government did not do enough to protect children. The story of a lack 
off  vaccine spread even more quickly than the virus78. 

Improvingg the general hygiene of the whole population is another option to prevent dis-
eases.. Investment in hygiene at home is a regular and internalised activity. Tupuri tie up their 
smalll  flocks so they do not spread their dung throughout the house. Small children are washed 
often,, older people wash themselves every day and clothes are cleaned regularly. Most people, 
includingg children, wash their hands before eating. 

Inn addition to this, time and energy is devoted to improving the health status by teaching 
(small)) children some basic hygiene measures regarding the use of water. Open wells are 
equippedd with side constructions to make it possible to rest buckets and ropes where no ani-
malss have tresspassed. Nevertheless, the strict implementation of hygienic use of wells is dif-
ficult.. Many open wells are contaminated due to improper use. Cultural patterns brought by 
neww religions, such as the Christian one. sometimes improved these habits. This was especial-
lyy so when the churches invested in information campaigns and material aid was provided for 
thee construction of closed wells. Even then, hygiene depended on the implementation and con-
troll  of good habits by those involved. A sound communal approach to using the wells is indis-
pensable.. However, in most cases, nobody feels responsible. 

Thee importance of latrines is explained at schools and by special regional information teams, 
butbut still not every household has such a device as yet. For older. non-Muslim inhabitants these 
constructionss are too modern ("we always did without"). However, in the heartland, almost every 
housee has a latrine due to an active policy of the former mayor™. This means that, apart from a 
communityy level investment, every household there has worked hard to construct these latrines. 

Inn general, though, disease prevention with "modern*  means has no priority. However, in tra-
ditionall  religions a birth or name-giving ceremony is held to firmly embed a new-born child in 
thee society and also in the world of "good gods" in order to protect him or her from evil (and 
thuss diseases). The new religions (Christianity and Islam) also have these types of birth cere-
moniess to commend the new child into the care of god and the community members. Apart from 
beingg social happenings, these ceremonies are also investments in health (via prevention). Only 
whenn people fall ill (and cannot work anymore), or when children are really suffering from 
somee kind of disease or other, wil l money be spent directly in this domain. Then, capitals from 
otherr domains are used. However, the small monetary possibilities open to poor peasants means 
investmentt in health is marginal: only small improvements are possible. Often, cheap, but 
unsafee medicine is bought on the market because hospital treatment is too expensive. 

Att the same time inhabitants of the smaller villages try to invest in hospitals via the social 
andd political domain, mobilising their deputies and mayors to build at least a nursing post with 
mediciness and to pay a salary for the nurse employed there. 

Suchh an outbreak is not only dangerous for the life of children and non-protected adults, but also impedes the 
activitiess of mothers when they have to enter into quarantine together with their babies 
Inn 2004. the number of latrines was decreasing because the current mayor did not control their existence 
Latnness can easily be destroyed by the heavy rainstorms of the rainy season 
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EducationalEducational investments 
Tupurii  love education. They send their kids to school partly to acquire enough education to 
becomee "a civil sen ant" or "to give him better opportunities when he gets involved in trade" 
andd partly because education is a goal in itself: "i t opens up your mind". "It makes you think 
better",, "It is the basis of development of your children in general" and. "When you go to 
schooll  you can speak with foreigners such as you yourself, and that is a good thing!"so Several 
personss literally said that the education of their children need not lead to a job per se. If peo-
plee can afford it, they send their daughters to school as well, but to a less high level. Especially 
whenn a household has to choose between the education of sons or daughters, the boys get pri-
ority.. Only a small 2 % of respondents considered school a waste for girls. In the three villages 
II  did not encounter one family with a daughter at university, against several sons. 

TableTable 5.3.5 School attendance of respondents and their children (of school age) 

%% of respondents % of respondents % of resp. who %ofresp. who 
whoo visited who visited higher send (or have send (or have 

schooll  than primary school sent) children to sent) children 
schooll  higher than 

primaryy school 

Sirlawéé 39 27 55 30 
Tchatibalii  59 14 70 34 
Kolaraa 46 5 54 19 

Exceptt for one or two respondents that did not and will not send their children to school, all the 
restt claim they will send at least some of their children (sons) to school when they are old 
enough.. Sometimes parents decide to send (almost) all their children to school up to a certain 
levell  (halfway or the end of primary school is a usual level to stop), but make one or two carry 
onn even to university to try to obtain at least one or two higher employment positions in order 
too safeguard the financial position of the whole family in the future. Several households are will -
ingg to incur debts (asking money from relatives) to ensure some of their children go to school. 
Inn a corrupt society, such as Cameroon, to obtain diplomas it helps when pupils have family or 
ethnicityy ties with professors at high school, or when they have established other social bonds. 
Buyingg your way through baccalaureates or other exams is a frequently used tactic. 

Inn short, with a good eye for hygiene and a real hunger for education (even if one knows 
beforehandd that it perhaps will not pay back economically speaking), a lot is invested in the 
humann domain. 

5.3.33 Economic investments 
InvestmentsInvestments in cash crop 
Onee of the cash crops of Far North Province is groundnuts. Yet. only 12 - 15 % of the inhabi-
tantss of the three origin villages cultivate this crop*1. The choice for a variety of crops can dimin-
ishh vulnerability caused by the climatic unpredictability of the Sahel zone and the risk of pests. 

Fieldworkk May - July 2001 
Seee Chapter 4.2. 
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Inn the two years studied, groundnut yields were not very high compared to North Cameroon 
means,, but they still added to the income or calorific position of the farmers involved. 

Thee other, and most important, cash crop in the Diamaré and in the Tupuri heartland is cot-
ton.. As stated in section 2. most Tupuri consider cotton as the only crop that can bring in cash. 
Indeedd more household heads choose to cultivate cotton than groundnuts as a cash crop (see 
Tablee 5.3.6). 

TableTable 5.3.6 Number of respondents (household heads) producing cotton or groundnuts (n = 180 in total) 

Sirlawé é 
Tchatibali i 
Koll  ara 

Numberr of producers in 

Cottonn Groundnuts 
onlyy only 

388 2 
211 5 
166 3 

1999 9 

Both h 

8 8 
0 0 
5 5 

Numberr of producers in 2000 

Cottonn Groundnuts Both 
onlyy only 

233 2 15 
155 3 0 
199 0 4 

Comparingg the production in Fcfa per ha of the two cash crops with rain fed sorghum shows 
thatt it is very difficult to predict the best strategy. Depending on the place and year of produc-
tion,, soil conditions and precipitation, any one of the three crops can generate the best results 
(seee Table 5.3.7). 

TableTable 5.3.7 

Sirlawé é 
Tchatibali i 
Koll  ara 

ProductionProduction in Fcfa ha of three crops in the three 

Productionn in 1999 in Fcfa / ha 

Sorghumm Groundnut Cotton 

65,9000 89,283 91,210 
102,0000 150,000 18.235 
95,9000 140,833 54,460 

originorigin villages 

Productionn in 2000 in 

Sorghum m 

70,700 0 
97,300 0 
85,600 0 

Groundnut t 

159,353 3 
62,903 3 
43,333 3 

Fcfaa / ha 

Cotton n 

135,295 5 
61,295 5 
57,595 5 

Eachh individual farmer can more or less estimate soil quality and possibilities for improving 
it.. Based on the available knowledge a farmer can make a sophisticated guess as to which crop 
hee can best cultivate. Building in some security against rain failure makes people opt for a 
varietyy of crops. 

Somee use the cotton cultivation and the connected chemical fertiliser gift to rotate products 
fromm year to year and then use the remaining fertiliser in thee soil to improve the sorghum yield 
aa year later (23 % referred to this strategy). 

Althoughh one would have thought that the flood areas of the Tupuri heartland are perfectly 
suitablee for rice cultivation, less than 9 % of (only) the Tchatibali population actually grow its:. 
"Wit hh the insecurity of rains", the rest of the respondents explains, "rice is no option". During 
thee start of the SEMRY rice project in Maga. many Tupuri went there to cultivate rice, but after 
aa number of years they abandoned the project because it did not seem to have any future. 

Inn 2000. the number had reached 11 °o. with a total mean surface of 1 ha, but production failed because of the 
drought t 



155 5 

Furthermore,, some people explain that they have tried to grow a surplus of food crops for 
thee market, to sell when the price is really high in the hunger period, but that the rains did not 
help.. In Sirlawé this is done as a collective initiative. In the centre a large storage building has 
beenn constructed in which members of the group (everybody who is prepared to adhere to the 
rules)) can store several bags of sorghum until the right moment of sale (see for further expla-
nationn the social investments (section 3.4)). The growing and selling of fruit can also add to 
financiall  income, but this demands a long-term investment with only slow returns and is. 
therefore,, restricted to the richer inhabitants. 

InvestmentsInvestments inform animals 
Apartt from cash crop cultivation to gain extra income, animal husbandry can also be consid-
ered.. According to Tupuri customs, cattle are preferred. Nevertheless, less than half of the pop-
ulationn can afford to keep them. After the reductions in herd sizes during 1980 droughts, 
increasingg livestock numbers has been an expensive task. Small ruminants can offer a solution, 
orr an in-between step towards restoring cattle herds. Indeed, several persons try to breed small 
ruminantss or chickens to set up a trade thereof. Most small animal owners (and even cattle 
owners,, who have more than only draught animals) regard them as a banking deposit to sell or 
too eat in case of need, or in case of social obligations. Table 5.3.8 shows numbers and per-
centagess of ruminant-keepers and the ranges of animals per keepers" households; Table 5.3.9 
referss to chickens and ducks. 

TableTable 5.3.8 Number of respondents with smalt or targe ruminants, and mean per keeping household. 

Respondents s 
keeping g 

Numberr cattle 

keepingg — — 
bothh Number °/ 

Cattlee per 
keeper r 

Respondents s 

keepingg small 

Smalll  ruminants 
perr keeper 

Meann Range Number Mean n Range e 

Sirlawéé 56 

Tchatibalii  87 

Kolaraa 37 

27 7 

27 7 

15 5 

36 6 

29 9 

16 6 

64 4 

33 3 

43 3 

11.2 2 

6.3 3 

16.7 7 

11 -32 

11 -36 

2-- 112 

46 6 

68 8 

25 5 

82 2 

78 8 

68 8 

13.3 3 

9.5 5 

12.7 7 

43 3 

50 0 

31 1 

Thee (relative) wealth of Sirlawé is reflected in the figures for ruminant possession. The high 
numberr of cattle is also due to the fact that the Sirlawé inhabitants have managed to maintain 
aa special grazing area (see Box 5.1). In addition, they still adhere to their age-old tradition of 
maintainingg cattle-tracks measuring several meters across, lined with bushes and stretching 
fromm the compounds to the grazing areas81. This avoids conflicts between cultivators and 
herderss and cattle are able to graze abundantly. Cattle-keeping is integrated more into the daily 
lifee of the village. Both in the heartland and in Kolara. giving additional food to cattle in the 
formm of "cotton-cake*1" has become a regular habit since the end of the 1980s. In Kolara. after 
thee cotton harvest, the cake, which is processed by SODECOTON from the remains, is 

Seee Seignobos (2000e). page 115: "The btam tin- (cattle tracks in tupun) are situated, as a boundary, between 

thee different neighbourhoods, and are aligned with Jatropha curciis and Ipomoea fistulosa". 

Inn French it is called "tourieuux" 
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depositedd in 50 kg bags on the doorstep of the law an. He organises the distribution. Everybody 
whoo produced cotton and has cattle is allowed a portion. 

Althoughh chickens seem to be easy to obtain (you just have to ask for a grown chick or two 
fromm your friend or brother and perhaps give him some beer in return) and to keep (they run 
aroundd the compound looking for food themselves), they are not owned by 100 % of house-
holdss in any of the three villages. This is partly due to the fact that they have a commercial 
value8',, so people are not that willin g to just give them away. They also have a social value as 
aa gift on special occasions or are used to prepare meals for visitors. In addition, just letting 
themm roam about is not sufficient. They have to be given additional food to keep them in good 
conditionn and they (and their chicks) have to be protected from wild cats and birds of prey. 
Somee of the (especially older) household heads seem not to be interested in the extra work-
load,, albeit small. Some of the younger household heads have not had the possibility yet to 
establishh a flock of chickens. Ducks are even more difficult to keep since they need at least a 
bitt of water to wash themselves. This can meet with problems during the dry season. 
Nevertheless,, more than 40 % of the population invest in ducks. These are mostly people who 
alreadyy own chickens. 

TableTable 5.3.9 NumberNumber of respondents keeping chickens and or ducks, and mean birds per keeping household. 

Sirlawé é 
Tchatibali i 

Kolara a 

n n 

56 6 
87 7 

37 7 

Number r 
keeping g 

both h 

17 7 
32 2 
19 9 

Respondents s 
keeping g 

chickens s 

— — 
Number r 

44 4 
67 7 

31 1 

% % 

79 9 
77 7 

83 3 

Chickenss per 

— — 

keeper r 

Meann Range 

20 0 
11 1 
15 5 

11 - 100 
11 -49 
2 - 40 0 

Respondents s 
keeping g 
ducks s 

---
Numberr % 

177 30 
377 43 
199 51 

Ducks s 
per r 

Mean n 

2.5 5 
4.1 1 
3.3 3 

keeper r 

Range e 

11 -5 
11 - 10 
11 -9 

Inn the Tupuri heartland guinea fowls are a good option as regards breeding and selling eggs, 
forr which the region is renowned. Indeed, a fifth of the population keep them, but others say 
thatt they are a nuisance because they make too much noise at night and cause destruction of 
freshlyy sown fields in the day time. With the majority of Tupuri still adhering to the tradition-
all  religion and the rest mostly Christian (Catholic), pigs are also perceived as a good econom-
icc alternative by some, although others reject the idea: "Pigs eat too much. And you have to 
keepp a constant watch on them, they ruin everything". In the heartland 'town* quite a lot of 
peoplee keep pigs (See Table 5.3.10 for pigs and guinea fowl keepers), because it is easier to 
raisee this type of animal, when you do not have lots of land. 

Investmentt in the health of farm animals can be considered a way of improving economic 
accountability.. The vaccination of cattle is an obligation in Cameroon, and most owners recog-
nisee the necessity thereof. Nevertheless, almost everybody considers the vaccination of only 
grown-upp cattle and only up to 80 % of the herd*6 as enough to protect all animals. Owners are 

AA medium size chicken of good health can cost 1500 - 2000 Fcfa on the (local) market 
Thiss is a rough estimate, based on information from different veterinarians throughout the region. 
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afraidd of showing the real size of their herds because that goes against cultural practices and 
makess you more vulnerable to higher tax demands (namely, per head of cattle). On the other 
hand,, less than 2 % of the population thinks about, let alone actually performs, the vaccination 
off  small ruminants, despite this also being obligatory according to Cameroonian law. Because 
implementationn by veterinary services and control is less widespread, and official papers are 
nott requested for transport and transhumance. people do not regard the vaccination of their 
sheepp and goats as important. F very now and again an outbreak of one of the more contagious 
diseasess makes some people resort to the immunisation of their flock for one or two years, but 
thiss is only a minority and only for a short period of time. 

TableTable 5.3.10 NumberNumber of respondents keeping pigs and or guinea fowls, and mean animals per keeping 
household household 

Sirlawé é 
Tchatibali i 

Kolara a 

n n 

56 6 
87 7 
37 7 

Respondent t 

keeping g 
guineaa fow 

Number r 

19 9 
7 7 
6 6 

s s 

s s 

% % 

34 4 
8 8 

16 6 

Guinea a fowlss / 

householdd of 

keepers s 

Mean n 

97 7 
9.1 1 
7.2 2 

Range e 

11 -24 
11 -28 
11 -20 

Respondents s 
keeping g 

pigs s 

Numberr % 

44 7 
611 70 
166 43 

Pigs s / / 
householdd of 

keepers s 

Mean n 

4.5 5 
3.7 7 
2.6 6 

Range e 

11 - 12 
11 -20 
11 -7 

Treatmentt against intestinal parasites is suffering from the same lack of preventive measures. 
Evenn when some of the sheep have died from diarrhoea in the rainy season, most owners do 
nott perceive the selling of one or two of the remaining animals as a good income-generating 
facilityy to make it possible to treat the rest. Sometimes this is due to a difference between those 
whoo own and those who herd and a lack of persuading capacities from the herder. However, 
mostt of the time it is just something that has not (yet) entered the interpretative frames of the 
farmers.. During the vaccination campaign for small ruminants in June 2001 in Kolara, the vet-
erinaryy assistants complained about the low attendance percentages, although they had made 
severall  rounds through the village the days before to inform and motivate owners. 

Thee same story applies to chickens. Agricultural extensionists try to persuade people to vac-
cinatee their poultry. It is not expensive and quite easy to do. especially when a whole neigh-
bourhoodd cooperates. But, people only think of arranging vaccinations when it is already too 
latee and then vaccination does not really help. As a result- the next time they consider it to be 
aa waste of money. That even such simple things can depend on social ties can be shown by the 
presencee of the veterinary surgeon in Doukoula region. He is a Tupuri, appointed in his own 
homee area and is very active in trying to inform the local farmers about all sorts of improve-
mentss relating to animal health, medicines, accommodation and fodder*7. For him, as "one of 
us",, it is easier to get things implemented. 

Mostt veterinarians in Cameroon are soon promoted to high administrative levels and are no longer involved 
inn implementation in the field, let alone in their own home area The vet from Doukoula was personally asked 
byy the Doukoula traditional authorities to stay for a time to help overcome some basic problems. Yet. in 2002, 
hee was chosen to be mayor so his responsibilities were diverted away from animal husbandry 
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Ann important product of cattle-keeping is milk. Yet. this is not often produced for the mar-
ket.. Mil k serves social binding purposes which have been incorporated into the Tupuri culture. 
Oftenn it is given to children (especially grown up boys88) to improve their health. 

InvestmentsInvestments in non-agricultural activities 
Off-far mm activities 
Off-farmm activities can be divided into full-time jobs or additional income-generating activi-
ties.. Such activities can be performed inside or outside the village, but with the village as the 
placee of settlement. Apart from the big labour migration to the rice fields of Maga in the 1970s 
andd 1980s Tupuri do not work much as cultivators for others outside their village. When they 
wantt to cultivate elsewhere, they move. 

Withinn the village, however, some of the inhabitants work for others as herder, grinding-
mil ll  labourer, house constructor or as paid agricultural labourer. But these labourers do not 
formm a large proportion of the population. Many people herd their livestock in collective herds 
beingg herder in turn with other owners and almost every household has at least one member 
whoo knows how to construct houses and the accompanying roofs. Only the rich can afford to 
payy for agricultural labour, but often they do not need it. The younger families with a labour 
shortagee do not have enough money. Another set-back to paid labour in the rainy season is the 
factt that hiring oneself out to work on somebody else's field is detrimental to the work on one's 
ownn fields. Most of the paid labour in the villages is done by young adults or adolescent boys 
andd not by household heads. 

Alternativess to non-agricultural jobs in the village are limited. In Tchatibali. as an adminis-
trativee centre, some inhabitants found work in the offices of the sub-prefect, the police or the 
healthh centre. One has to be good friends with the authorities in which one has to invest before 
aa job can be acquired. Additionally, a certain level of education is needed (most of the time). 
Thee same applies to the SODECOTON factory, although non-educated labour is also possible 
there8g.. Sirlawé and Kolara do not offer these possibilities. In all three villages certain persons 
cann act as teachers (in Tchatibali even at secondary school, although the State does not specif-
icallyy appoint locals there) or agricultural extensionist and information officer90. 

Off-farmm jobs are also possible within the framework of private enterprises. With a small 
amountt of money one can start as a small trader, working as a kind of hawker for products like 
soap,, matches, biscuits, sugar, batteries, cigarettes and salt. To reach the different markets in 
thee region a bicycle is more or less indispensable. If enough revenue can be generated, the 
nextt step could be to invest in more specialised products such as cloth, plastics (buckets, mugs 
andd pots), or medicines. Two or three people in the Tupuri heartland villages are involved in 
thee trade of (fresh) fish from Fianga Lake. Some people work as butchers, travelling from 
markett to market, where they slaughter a (small) ruminant bought for the occasion, to sell in 
portions. . 

Nextt to that, people can earn by providing services like water transport (a cart has to be bought 
ass an investment), healing rituals, as undertaker, as musician or as priest. Each village has its 

sss In the form of the 'milk cure', an individual or group activity comparable with initiation ntes (See note 6) 
8""  Approximately 3 °o of Tchatibali inhabitants find work in the factory' for at least part of the year (dry season). 
°""  These jobs can be done for the State, agricultural organisations such as SODECOTON, or foreign NGOs that 

aree involved in development, health or relief aid (also a possibility for women). 
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(motor)) bicycle, watch, radio, mill-engines or even electricity connections (in Sirlawé and 
Tchatibali)) repairmen. All this requires special knowledge and thus initial investment, at least of 
time.. Many times youngsters leam the ins and outs by hanging around with the practitioners. 

Althoughh not a very big income provider, the gathering and commercialisation of (small) 
forestt products, such as fuel wood and timber, fruits, traditional medicines etc. can certainly 
improvee the financial position of a household. If there is enough bush and walking distances 
aree not too excessive, this is a good option. Almost all inhabitants (especially in Kolara) earn 
somee income this way. in addition to their agricultural activities. 

AA final off-farm option for acquiring an income is theft: in or between villages, as a kind of 
"add hoc' activity or as real banditry. Small thefts can pay off because of a lack in some areas of 
(social)) control and legitimacy of customary law based arbitration. The second criminal activi-
tyy is a more structural way of life with investments in equipment and weapons. In the social 
spheree it demands investment in a 'gang* and on one's position within this gang. In the human 
domain,, good health and knowledge (for example of where and how to sell) are important. One 
hass to be 'daring' and to have a certain (cultural) baggage. Bandits make a cost-benefit calcu-
lationn of the risks of getting caught, the consequences thereof (financial; social; for life and 
bodyy (freedom, torture, execution etc.)) and the general loss of 'normal' social position ver-
suss the wealth that can be acquired. In the villages I did not meet any persons who freely 
admittedd that this is their way of life. However, some adults remarked about neighbours that 
iss was rumoured "that his son is inv olved in the attacks on travellers in such-and-such area." 
Thee creation of a para-military anti-gang meant a reduction in the options for young bandits. 
However,, this activity takes place in waves of action and reaction. 

Ann economic investment in the collective sphere could take the form of working on the im-
provementt of roads. This could be done personally or via social or political bonds. However, 
bothh in Tchatibali and in Sirlawé, access to the roads that lead to market centres (Tchatibali 
itself,, or Doukoula. as the bigger trading centre in the region) is no problem during the dry sea-
son.. Only some of the respondents complained about the state of the roads, and then only dur-
ingg the rainy season. Most of the times they blamed the over-loaded international trucks and 
statedd that they wished the government would handle the situation better. But nobody invest-
edd in addressing authorities or politicians, nor did anybody try to organise a village initiative 
too improve the (rainy season) roads. In Kolara the roads to the regional markets in Lara. Kaéle 
andd Moulvoudaye are good. The only problem here is the long distance. 

Forr that reason, in Kolara the non-existence of a good, near enough and big enough and thus 
regionall  market is an issue for a number of people. They talk about persuading the iawan. 
becausee he has his doubts and has so far forbidden it. He fears an increase in improper behav-
iourr that could offend the Muslim inhabitants (like he himself). Even worse, it would enhance 
criminall  behaviour, he says"1. For those who want to invest in trade, this is an impediment to 
theirr activities. They are willing to invest in social bonds to find alliances to put pressure on 
thee lawan. 

On-farmm activities 
Thee additional income from wild products can be higher when they are used in home indus-

Intervieww June 2001 
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triall  activities. The home production can range from grass mats to granaries, roofs, brooms, 
rope,, fruit cookies, etc. for which wild products have to be accessible, both by law (that is no 
problemm in the areas of the heartland or the Diamaré) and from the point of view of distance 
andd transport possibilities. The proximity of a market is important to increase sales, but the 
goodss can also be sold in the small village markets as well. Most of the products can easily 
bee made after years of "learning by seeing*. However, the construction of granaries and roofs, 
forr example, is a real skill that has to be explained and practised over and over again"2. 

Besidess this, the processing of agricultural products at home and the trade thereof at local 
marketss or neighbourhood festivities is especially interesting for women. Depending on their 
religion,, the total yields and their position in the household (and the permission, when neces-
sary,, of their husbands), they brew sorghum beer or prepare fermented sorghum drinks 
(yoghurt-like),, fry beans or cereals balls (doughnuts) or grill salted peanuts. Although these are 
alwayss small quantities, women can gain up to 3000 Fcfa a month. Normally this is enough to 
payy a hospital bill, school fees of children (when husbands do not provide for these), soap, 
cookingg salt or cloth. 

Mostlyy people perform a combination of one or more of these together with agricultural 
activities.. Almost all respondents"1 claim to be cultivators first and foremost. 

AA kind of economic investment that saves labour and material later on is the construction 
off  more and more (expensive) brick houses and huts with tin roofs. These buildings last longer 
thann the traditional ones with loam walls and reed roofs that are easily destroyed by a heavy 
thunderstorm.. Especially in Kolara. but also in Tchatibali and Sirlawé. several people have 
constructedd such houses, and several others are saving money to make it possible to buy the 
materials.. Initially it seems to increase affluence (one of the factors in the environmental 
impactt equation I=PATM), sometimes wanted to increase the status position, but in the longer 
runn it may turn out not only to be a good personal investment but also good for the environ-
ment. . 

5.3.44 Social investments 
Ass mentioned in the chapter on methodology the measurement of the total social capital and 
investmentss therein demands more research time than could be spent during this research. 
Therefore.. I will only give some indicators and examples of social bonds and linkages as well 
ass the rules and norms springing from them that are present or developing in the Tupuri heart-
landd and Kolara. 

InvestmentInvestment in family and friends 
Theree is a difference between social mutual help in the 'town' of Tchatibali or Sirlawé and the 
newerr village of Kolara. An objective way to measure this is to count the free exchange of 
utensils,, such as ploughs and draught animals (see Table 5.3.3). Loaning out a plough or 
anotherr tool is at the same time a sign of social bonds and an investment therein. Sirlawé 

" :: The Tupun are expenenced in the construction of grass roofs without a wooden frame. This is a good method 
inn places were longer, straight branches are missing. This art has to be passed from father to son. With less 
bushh and fewer good grasses, this technique runs the risk of disappearing. 
Exceptt for 7 °o in Sirlawé. 12 °o in Tchatibali and 0 °o in Kolara. 

044 See Chapter 2 
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showss a more than six times higher percentage of lending out of ploughs and draught animals 
thann Tchatibali or Kolara. In Sirlawé people seem to invest in social bonds. A direct exchange 
off  a plough for a couple of cattle was observed only once (in Tchatibali). In Tchatibali. with 
itss more "city-like" ambience, labour equipment seems to have become more commercialised. 
Inn town, social bonds have changed into economic ones. In Kolara village, however, percent-
agess are the same for hiring and borrowing. In general, the people there use their own equip-
ment.. One could say that social bonds are declining, but commercialisation is not yet wide-
spread. . 

Att the same time, several groups of people are trying to start mutual cash-boxes, commu-
nityy granaries or fields to help in times of need. In Sirlawé a community granary has been 
installed""  (with the help of a foreign NGO1*) , that stocks grain or cotton surplus"7 until the next 
rainyy season to make it possible for members to buy back at the lower post-harvest price when 
necessary.. In addition a group of women here have developed a mutual banking system togeth-
err with their sisters from Doukoula (the nearby town) which combines its collective bank serv-
icess with the distribution of information on children's health and nutrition, agricultural mod-
ernisationss and fuel wood saving methods. This is a women's only group (although assisted by 
aa man ' to keep the financial flow accurate and going", as they say), that functions alongside 
ann 'all inhabitants' group, consisting mostly of men, but with more emphasis on Doukoula 
itself.. In the village of Kolara half of the inhabitants are members of a mutual deposit group, 
sometimess combined with a communal field and granary. Everybody knows of the existence 
off  these groups, but some do not want to be a member (or have organised grain stockage with 
aa smaller family group) and some consider themselves too poor to attend. "I have not enough 
yieldd or money to become a member". Some of these groups are organised with the help of the 
government088 and SODECOTON and some are developed with the assistance of the catholic 
orr protestant church. The latter sometimes also serve as security for widows and elderly peo-
plee of the same congregation. 

Horizontall  ties can also be established with regard to status and money: the notable ladies 
off  Tchatibali have organised themselves into a group which is separate from the rest of the vil -
lagers.. Like in all other mutual cash-box systems, each month they come together to pay a 
stake.. Together these make up a capital that can be borrowed in turn by the members, for trade 
investment,, illness or agricultural equipment. Their bank deposits are. naturally, higher than 
thatt of the poorer citizens and so they also have quite a lot of possibilities for increasing their 
capital,, charging different interests for commercial than for emergency loans. The monthly 
meetingss also serve as a means to strengthen the friendship ties between the ladies and to 
widenn the gap with the rest of the population. For others, thus, it is important to keep ties with 
thiss small group. And indeed, several women and girls can be seen regularly bringing water 

""  First it was started by SODECOTON. then PAM took over and nowadays it is an autonomous group called 
'Postroc'. . 

**  The PAM. a FAO sub-institute against poverty and hunger. 
""  Farmers put one or two bags of their yields in the warehouse directly after harvest and acquired the post-har-

vestt pnce for them so that they can pay their debts If they need cereals in the next rainy season, they are then 
ablee to buv their own (or co-members') bags back for the same pnce If they do not need their own stock a 
yearr later, it can be sold at pre-harvest pnces and used as a bank deposit for members" needs. Thus, the group 
hadd 3 million Fcfa for sorghum and 2 million Fcfa for cotton in cash in December 2003 

°**  So-called 'GICs'" = (iroiqje d'lnitiative Commune. 
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orr helping with small tasks during the meetings. It has to be said, though, that the ladies them-
selvess work in their fields like the others, organise working parties in harvest times and help 
inn those of others. In short, they also build on their wider social network to enlarge it beyond 
thee small circle of the notables. Namely, wives of high civil servants, can suddenly disappear 
fromm the neighbourhood because their husbands are transferred to another post*'. 

Distancee as such (or the absence thereof) plays a role in the formation of social ties. Living 
inn the same neighbourhood binds people together. Neighbours can quickly give a helping 
handd in case of need (for example, when the construction of a grass roof is finished and has 
too be lifted onto newly erected walls, one shout is enough to bring several people together), 
andd doing that means that others wil l help you. In addition, the living conditions are more or 
lesss the same. For example, the lack of a water well is felt in the same way by all inhabitants 
off  a neighbourhood. In several areas of Kolara people join forces to organise the digging of 
aa water well. In Yolawo they collected money to fulfi l the basic condition of a certain com-
munall  investment requested by aid agencies, before they came into action. Unfortunately, 
firstfirst the responsible governmental institute accepted the money, but never sent the workers to 
fixfix  the well and later the local treasurer stoie the cash and spent it on personal affairs. The 
groupp demonstrated the social bonds within this neighbourhood by accepting him back as a 
memberr on the condition that he refunded the stolen sum. Indeed, he is busy telling his story 
too everybody and without shame asks money to help him. in this way doing penance for his 
sins. . 

Nevertheless,, this example also shows the setbacks of strong social bonds. It is not the first 
timee that people get away with the theft of community savings without any substantive pun-
ishment.. The first efforts to construct a water well date from ten years ago. Individual char-
acteristicss therefore play an important role. Can a treasurer resist the temptation of having so 
muchh money within reach? But also the principles and stubbornness (or wisdom) of people 
whoo hold power are important. In Kolara as a whole a small group of Tupuri had organised 
thee supply of tree seedlings, but they forget to ask permission of the local lawan. Thinking 
thatt his authority was threatened, he could not (or would not) agree with the planting without 
aa kind of ceremonial procedure; starting more or less at the beginning of negotiations. It took 
aa lot of time. In the meantime, the plants withered away in the dry climate. This initiative did 
nott result in a new orchard-like aspect of the different homesteads around Kolara Centre. 

PoliticalPolitical investments 
Inn Sirlawé only one person actually performed political activities for his Tupuri party, the 
MDR.. He talked to village members about the political program and the importance of having 
ann opposition party that would voice the needs of the Far North, the ibec-du-canard' and 
Tupurii  in particular. Although he makes his own official position difficult , with his firm stand-
pointss he has built up trust for himself amongst his fellow villagers. In the village he has 
gainedd what he lost in the more official realm. Many others agree secretly with him. but point 
outt that they have no choice. 

Inn Kolara some inhabitants also back the MDR openly, but they also fear for their future 
possibilities.. The adjunct of the mayor (and also of the MDR) heavily contests the switch his 

Indeed,, in December 2003, the ladies group had vanished because most of the former members had moved. 
Thee new ladies have not (yet) managed to set up a new banking group 
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bosss made to the RDPC and is trying to raise co-villagers" awareness of fraud in the system. 
Ass in Sirlavvé. most people agree, but the facts make them more afraid and they vote all the 
moree for the ruling party. At village level the brave are very honoured, but one rung higher they 
aree condemned. 

Inn all three villages of origin several people give in to reality and try to change the lack of 
involvementt of the State via the RDPC. Attentive observers can see the ongoing efforts of vil -
lagee and neighbourhood chiefs and their wise-men to influence the regional policies. But they 
havee to act careful. Too much emphasis on governmental faults and they lose their position: 
nobodyy in the administration wil l listen anymore. Not enough support for the Tupuri cause ... 
andd the villagers wil l choose another representative. 

Alsoo in the realm of conflict resolution the chiefs have to manoeuvre very cautiously. If too 
manyy conflicts are not resolved in the village the community wil l spiral down to a state of 
upheavalss that hinders development. Chieftaincy is an elected position, but many adversaries 
doo not take the chiefs decisions for granted. Constantly he has to build his legitimacy by way 
off  social investments. He has to find a good equilibrium between friendliness and generosity 
onn the one hand and firmness on the other. Other methods can also be used. The Kolara law an 
hass managed to build a strong reputation of magic power, with which he can make people 
adheree to his rules and solve accusations of witchcraft. Other chiefs try to make their subjects 
havee trust in the official courts, so that larger conflicts can be handled there. 

CulturalCultural investments 
Accordingg to Bebbington (1999: 2034) games, festivities and sports add to as well as form the 
culturall  capital of a community. For Tupuri the "festival of the cock" in October to celebrate 
thee beginning of the harvest, is a good opportunity to demonstrate social cohesion. Even in 
timess of hardship, after a year of low rainfall, this festivity enhances mutual ties. This is impor-
tantt in order to overcome the rising scarcity. The beginning of the sowing season is also cele-
bratedd with a reunion, on which occasion the century-old drums'00 are played to signify the 
unityy of Tupuri in and throughout the generations. A more contemporary way of building com-
munityy ties is the very popular football match. During the dry season boys and young adults 
defendd the honour of the village or neighbourhood every now and again with real fervour. Girls 
andd women attend to cheer their heroes to victory. 

Inn contrast with the declining family and clan ties in the origin villages, clan membership 
andd ethnicity congruence are important when far from home. There, in 'foreign' realms, all 
otherr Tupuri are seen as brothers. They share the same cultural identity and that has to be 
stressedd or even re-invented. Co-Tupuri are greeted with warmth and many hours have to be 
spentt together, talking and drinking beer. At the same time this creates bonds so that there are 
alwayss friends around in times of hardship. 

Inn Sirlawe. for example, this drum is said to be three hundred years old The excavated tree trunk, which is as 
longg as a man is high and whose diameter is at least a metre, is placed on a small pedestal under its proper 
roof,, next to the compound of the village chief. Only the covenng hides have to be replaced from time to time 
Whenn it is plaved the beats can arouse even the inhabitants of Doukoula. more than 7 km away Each occa-
sionn has its own rhythm to pass the message around. 
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Accordingg to Ignatovvski (2001) young Tupuri in schools and universities far from home 
investt in the re-vitalisation of their culture"", especially the gwna. Although adapted to the 
neww situation (without cows) the social, moral and 'judicial' function is still visible in the newly 
composedd songs. 

Partt of the TupurTupuri identity is based on the traditional religion in which some people 
indeedd invest in an attempt to convince others of the value of collective rituals. The Sirlawé 
IcnianIcnian explains the sufficient rainfall in his village by the continuing habit of ancestor worship, 
bringingg them sacrifices at the start of the rainy season102. Therefore, he stimulates his subjects 
too attend the periodic festivities that go together with sacrifices. For example, he makes sure 
theree is an abundant supply of food and drink for the occasion. 

Att the same time, the old religion is disappearing. More and more young men and women 
aree converting (mostly) to the Christian religion. By doing so they become members of a new 
andd equally strong social group and one that extends the narrow boundaries of their ethnicity 
andd region of habitation. They invest in this new lif e by attending Sunday services, praying 
withh co-believers and trying to follow the rules of the church. Some go further and are really 
activee in the Christian community. In their spare time they visit other church members and talk 
aboutt the bible or they help individually or in groups to persuade non-believers to become 
member.. The Christian church can be a good choice because it helps in times of hunger and 
providess more structural assistance in connection with development issues such as schools and 
hospitals.. It can even be a route for personal growth1". 

Inn short. Tupuri in the heartland and in Kolara village have a broad spectrum of options to 
counterr insecurities. Most of the time they manage to find enough of these options which can 
bee implemented according to their wishes and interpretative frames, without it being neces-
saryy to leave. Yet. from time to time they decide that they need to seek the solution of their 
insecuritiess by going away. One of the goals of such moves is the intrusion of other (arable) 
land. . 

Thee general livelihood situation as well as the insecurities that exist in the villages of origin, 
togetherr with people's investments as described in section 3 are summarised in Table 5.3.11. 

Inn short, insecurities can be found in all four domains. Especially in the heartland the natural 
domainn offers no security. In the villages of the Diamaré. scarcity of natural resources is mod-
erate,, but even there individual actors suffer from large shortages, which can not be curbed by 
personall  investments. 

"""  See also the articles in the Ka'arang (e.g. 2002. 2003), information bulletin dedicated to "reflections on Tupuri 
culture". . 

"':: 'The neighbouring village of Tchatibali", he says, "has problems with the rams because they have lost their 
respectt for the ancestors'" (interview May 2001). 

1,11 During my field work in Sirlawé the son of my host served as a catechesist in his spare time; when I came 
backk in 2004 he was away in Yaoundé to follow a two years course of the Catholic Church, after which he had 
aa job guarantee. 
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TableTable 5.3.11: Summary of current level insecurities and investments in the domains of the 'insecurity- com 

plexplex , based on capitals"'" of the origin villages as a whole 

Physicall  basis 

Populationn density 

Landd availability 

Commod.. of land 
Foodd production versus needs 

Health h 

Education n 

Cashh crops 

Livestock k 

Non-agriculturall  possibilities 

Sociocultural l 

Political l 
Landd allocation 

Conflictt resolution 

Average e 
levell  of 
villages s 

oo to -

-- ando 

0 0 

--
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

--

--
o o 

--
--

--

Situation n 
off  worst 
offf  third 
off  pop 

oo to -

--
--

--
--

0 0 

0 0 

oo to -

--

--
0 0 

--
--

--

Securityy (-
expected d 

level l 
inn future) 

oo to -

--
-- or -

0 0 

--

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

oo or + 

--
0 0 

--
--

0 0 

Invest--
ments s 

nn a 

--
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

otoo + 

~ ~ 
0 0 

oo or + 

0 0 

0 0 

--
--

0 0 

Investmentss details 

nn a 

oo in K.olara; No real family planning 

Diversee quality' improving methods; 
Bushh is considered free and abundant 

Rising,, surprisingly low 

Increasee of ploughs; quicker maturing 
varietiess when possible 

Rising g 

Culturallyy important 

Cottonn important (world price low); 
worstt off 10 % incur debts 

Heartlandd pigs and poultry; Sirlawé 
positive e 

Viaa education; in Tchatibali in services 

Losss of old systems, some increase of 
neww ones; not more bonding with 
Fulbe e 

Almostt nothing 

Onlyy m bush age-old system still pos 
sible;; dependent on chiefs 

Forumm shopping; much expected of 
formall  administration, judiciary 

(-- = bad; o = moderate, + = good; in the investment column: - = no investment, o = a bit investment; + = a lot of 

investments) ) 

5.44 Intrusion of other niche: Box 2 

Inn spite of different other options ('escapes') to counter insecurities, still a substantial propor-
tionn of the Tupuri population chooses to move from origin regions into new areas. In the VoE 
diagramm this is called the "intrusion of other people's niche' (see Figure 5.1: box 2). This study 
focusess on the intrusion of Tupuri into the Diamaré bush between Kolara and Kobo. The fac-
torss that co-influence this step will be described in the following section. Part of the push fac-
torss from the Tupuri heartland (and the origin village of Kolara) are explained above. The dif-
ferencess therein for 'stayers' and 'go-ers' still have to be analysed. Also, why people choose 
thee Diamaré. and subsequently the Diamaré bush as a settling area still has to be made clear. 

5.4.11 History of Kolara and Kobo settlement 
Althoughh absolute Fulbe supremacy declined with the arrival of the Germans, they sometimes 
acquiredd more de facto power from the colonial overlords. Therefore, ongoing unrest in the 
wholee Far North Province with regular attacks of 'Kirdi-groups' on both the Fulbe and the 
Germans,, prevented Tupuri from really resuming their age-old move into the Diamaré plain. 

Seee Chapter 2. 
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Nevertheless,, a handful of them from the South had started to re-invade the Daram territory 
alreadyy before the Europeans arrived and this immigration intensified after 1901 (Moham-
madouu 1988: 99). Only when the French were firmly established in the country and were loos-
eningg their ties with the Fulbe authorities to give some higher positions to Kirdi rulers, did 
largerr waves of Tupuri from the heartland invade their (as they call it) former territory in the 
Diamaréé plain (Fig. 5.3). From Guidiguis and Moulvoudaye onwards they returned to this 
regionn which has good, fertile lands105. According to French colonial archives"*  new non-Fulbe 
villagess started in the outer region of the Mindif lamidat from the early 1930s onwards. Before 
thatt time some individual Tupuri had come into the area offering their labour force to the 
incumbentt Fulbe107. The increase in immigration was partly due to the locust originating 
faminee of 1930-1931 that made many people start looking for other possibilities. On the other 
hand,, in this same period, the rest of the Mindif lamidat saw a net decrease in the population 
becausee of emigration, again due to the famine, but also due to the harsh ruling methods of the 
thenn lamido and his son and successor, Yérima Hamadou. This last reason continued to apply 
untill  1940. when 1200 inhabitants had fled the region. Together with the human out-flux, the 
numberr of cattle also decreased1"* , although part of this decrease was due to cattle-sale and con-
sumptionn in the famine years. Over the years Tupuri numbers kept on growing. Although first 
att a low pace, the numbers later increased more quickly. In 1937 2752 Tupuri inhabitants were 
countedd in the Mindif sub-department. In 1941. this number had already grown to 6544 (of 
whichh two-thirds were in the lawanat of Moulvoudaye, the original stronghold of Tupuri 
blacksmiths). . 

Onee of the settlement areas was the lawanat of Kobo. This village was already occupied by 
Mundangg the moment the first lawan. Ardo Haman Djam. settled there, coming from Gadjia10"3. 
Betweenn 1930 and 1934 the French administration decided to put this small lawanat under the 
authorityy of Kolara. but in 1934 it was returned to the direct responsibility of the lamido of 
Mindif .. Nevertheless the incumbent chief did not pay much attention to either of the two author-
ities.. Under his leadership the number of Tupuri and Fulbe increased110. Later the total popula-
tionn diminished again"1. This was partly due to an out-migration of Mundang. who returned to 
theirr places of origin, such as Gaban. Only some very rural neighbourhoods far from Kobo cen-
tree remained intact. 

Thee territory of the lawanat of Kolara was another of those net immigration areas. Counting 
backwardss from the \937-lmvan Yero. the 6*  lawan of Kolara":. it can be assumed that Kolara 

}?? See Texier (1937) in Beauvillain (1989: 243). 
**  In Mohammadou (1988: 92) and Beauvillain (1989: 492-504 and 524). 
,77 See also Feckoua (2002: 2) about "les salariat agricole ..."; in good harmony with the Fulbe landowners. 
188 Between 1930 and 1934. cattle numbers decreased from 4127 to 2646 and small ruminants numbers from 6823 

too 2582. 
""  Ardo Haman Djam was the great-grandfather of lawan Said who was the sixty-year-old chief in 1937 

Calculatingg backwards means that Haman Djam settled in the Mundang village of Kobo around 1850. 
""  In three years time the non-Muslim inhabitants increased from 8 to 44. the Fulbe from 266 to 391 (Beauvillain 

1989:: 243) According to Mohammadou (1988) in 1935 the number of inhabitants was 312 
11 In 1968: 303 inhabitants (Mohammadou 1988) 
:: He descended from Ardo Nai Houdou from Boula near Mokong. from the 'Illaga' family that formed the chiefs 

off  the Fulbe group of Gazawa (Texier (1937) in Mohammadou 1988: 96-97) 

file:///937-lmvan
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wass founded by the Fulbe in approximately I860"1. After a slowly start, it grew by 10 % in 
threee years from 909 to 1001 inhabitants between 1930 and 1934. After a short decrease114, 
fromm 1935 to 1937. the increase was even bigger: a doubling in 2 years"'. Later in the centu-
ryy the population increase lessened, but until 1976 the total increase amounted to some 2 % 
perr year. 

Thatt this village remained attractive for immigrants in contrast to the surrounding Mindif-
lamidatlamidat villages can be traced back to its de facto independence. Although this village offi-
ciallyy belonged to the "outer-region" of the lamidat of Mindif and was therefore officially sub-
jectedd to the lamido, in reality the chief of the village, a Fulbe from the same high family as 
thee lamido of Mindif himself, ruled his territory without any consultation with his formal chief 
inn Mindif . This regularly resulted in hard feelings of the lamido. Texier (1937)"6 mentions the 
"rancune"rancune du lamido contre le louanane" de Kolara. that made it difficult for the French admin-
istrationn of the time, which wanted a simpler authority system, to re-divide the municipalities. 

Duringg the rest of the century Tupuri from the heartland continued to settle in the Diamaré. 
Mostt of the time they constructed their homesteads in the vicinity of existing villages, where 
patrilinearr or matrilineal family members or friends had preceded them or where they had rela-
tionshipss with the incumbent neighbourhood chief. Settling in the 'empty*  bush, 'totally 
alone',, was no option. Thus, the different neighbourhoods of Kolara are founded in a sequence 
fromm one-and-a-half century ago up until today. 

Ann example of a Tupuri neighbourhood founded in the early 1930s is the Kolara neigh-
bourhoodd Tchoufi. on the road to Gaban117. At that time. Tupuri from Tchatibali arrived . 
attractedd by the abundance of Kara! surface and options for white sorghum that cannot be 
foundd in the North of Kolara and Kobo. In the same period Fulbe from Guidiguis, who had 
quarrelledd with their chief, settled there (1935). In contrast with suggestions about inherited 
revenge-feelingss etc. the two ethnic groups seemed to get along well with each other. 

Twoo of the neighbourhoods of Kolara that have been studied, namely Pitoa and Djendje-
118 8 

renguee (together with some others) were founded in the early 1950s or late 1940s . These 
neighbourhoodss continued to grow because of immigration up to very recently"1'. The third 

1133 This is consistent with the stories of the current lawan of Kolara and the djaoro of Gadjia. who is of the same 
descent.. According to Toukou, the current Gadjia djaoro, Nai Houdou was the first settler in Gadjia. His son 
Hamann Djam became the first law cm in Kobo, his grandson Oumarou founded Kolara to defend Gadjia against 
thee attacks of the Lara inhabitants (the name Ko-lara means:: the people from Lara will not come here). The sec-
ond,, third and fourth lawan of Kolara were brothers The second went away after a conflict with his lamido. 

1144 According to Mohammadou (1988: 97), in 1935 the number of inhabitants had again diminished to 689. 
1155 The Kirdi population increased from 152 in 1935 to 597 in 1937 (increase of 293 %), while the Fulbe increased 

fromfrom 528 to 883 inhabitants (Beauvillain 1989: 243). 
1166 In Mohammadou (1988: 98). 
1,77 Texier (1937) in Mohammadou (1988: 96-97) 
" ss This can be deduced from the fact that 73 % of the respondents of Pitoa and Djendjerengue (n = 26) were not 

bornn in these neighbourhoods and only three of the fathers were born in Pitoa (no one in Djendjerengue). 
wherebyy two of them did not stay there long enough to make their sons be born there 43 % of the respondents 
camee to the neighbourhoods with their fathers, while they were still boys 

"""  Only four respondents (out of 26) said that they had come to the neighbourhood where they now live less then 
100 vears ago. One of them has only been there for two years, but he moved from an adjacent neighbourhood. 
whilee he had already some fields in the current one Another person arrived ten years ago but never cleared 
neww fields: he inherited all he uses now 
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neighbourhoodd of study. Yolawo. is newer still i:o. dating from the late 1950s or even early 
1960si:i .. For birth places of respondents, their fathers and grandfathers, of the three neigh-
bourhoods,, see Table 5.4.1. The regions of origin of the three neighbourhoods show a slight 
difference:: most fathers and grandfathers in Pitoa came from Tchatibali; those from 
Djendjerenguee originated mostly in Chad. Yolawo has its origins in the rest of Kolara or other 
Diamaréé villages. Before they settled in the Diamaré. most of the fathers of Yolawo respon-
dentss came from Chad and some from the Doukoula-Tchatibali region. 

TableTable 5.4 I Percentage oj persons in three Kolara neighbourhoods born in a certain place of origin 

Current t 
neighbourhood2 2 

33 3 
11 1 
0 0 

Restt of 
Kolara a 

16 6 
8 8 
0 0 

Restt of 
Diamare e 

16 6 
5 5 
3 3 

inland d 

27 7 
43 3 
22 2 

Chad d 

8 8 
30 0 
50 0 

unknown n 

0 0 
3 3 

25 5 

Respondents s 
Fathers s 
grandfathers s 

'-'- In Yolawo half of the respondents were born there, but none of their fathers or grandfathers In the other two 
neighbourhoodss approximately a quarter of the respondents were bom there 

Historyy of bush encroachment in Kolar a and Kobo 
Whilee Tupuri from the heartland area, or "nearer", are still arriving in the original settlement 
neighbourhoodss of Kolara. a further movement into the open bush area has started. (See in colour 
quiree Photo 5.1 see the centre of this book.) After twenty years of strict control over the use of 
thiss area because of an ambitious Pilot Project with a combined agro-pastoral goal, the end of the 
projectt in the middle of the 1990s opened up the bush (see Box 5.2). Some Kolara neighbour-
hoods,, situated along the road that serves as the boundary of the former Project area, crossed the 
roadd to start clearing the bush opposite their compounds (see Fig 5.5). The Kolara lawan object-
edd to that, even after the end of the Project, but he seemed to have lost the battle. The more 
remote,, central parts of the bush were the destination of settlers in even earlier times. According 
too Van der Ploeg (2001: 90) since 1995 "seven new Toupouri quartiers - Boulam Bale, Kobo 
Gar.. Werdje. Balane. Souka Lougol. Haiga Yewa and Badadji122-. have been created on the terri-
toryy of the Kobo Lawanat". Villagers themselves say that Boulam Bale was founded in 1996 and 
Balanéé in 1998. Other lawanats in the region are also having to cope with new settlements. "'The 
otherr two new settlements in the area. Damdama and Bela. were created in the brousse of the 
lawanatslawanats Kolara and Gaban respectively." (id. note 138) and this process is continuing. 

Inn the dry season of 2000 (February-March) new clearing activities took place in the centre 
off  the bush between Kolara and Kobo (Fig. 5.5). In 1995 the now djaoro of Yameda neigh-
bourhoodd decided that he wanted to start a new village in the Kobo bush, because in his home-

Onee of the older respondents recalls the fact that he was living in Djendjerengue together with his uncle when 
hee decided to move to the empty bush of Yolawo together with the then future neighbourhood chief to start a 
settlement. . 
Thiss is consistent with the information of the Yolawo neighbourhood chief, and one of his subjects (81 years 
off  age) who stated (June 2001) that the neighbourhood was founded 46 years ago 
Vann der Ploeg (2001) discusses whether or not Badadji is actually situated in the lawanat of Kobo He devotes 
aa whole chapter to this settlement and the controversies about the boundaries and responsibilities between the 
differentt lcnvanats over this settlement. 
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FigureFigure 3.5 Place of new biish settlements land research neighbourhoods) 

villagee Sirlavvé (Gaban)l : l he only had access to 0.25 ha of fields. He knew the place: there was 

aa lot of space, no nomad camps and good, dark soil with a lot of "brem" bushes that signified 

aa high fertility'24. He approached the Icnian of Kobo. who only asked whether he had children. 

Whenn the answer proved to be "yes"', the lawan referred him to the official administration for 

permission.. So the djaoro went to see the sub-prefect of Moulvoudaye and the police superin-

tendentt there. Without any payments he got his permission, upon which he started to look for 

otherr people to join him. 

1233 Tupun are used to gmng the name of their old village to a new settlement to denote the link between the two. 
Thereforee there are. for example, several Sirlavvés The one referred to here is a Sirlavvé in the Gaban territo-
ry y 

'2JJ The Tupun name Brem denotes Acacia ataxacantha. a bushy acacia species that grows where the soil is over-
richrich with cattle-dung. For agriculturalists this means: highly fertile. For cattle-nomads this means: overstock-
ingg by cattle and a lack of pasture management with fire. In short, too many inedible bushes and too great a 
riskk of bush-encroachment by insects and insect-bom diseases (interviews in May- July 2001 with cattle 
nomadss and farmers, as well as persona] comments of Onana. pasture expert of CIRAD; see also Mvondo 
Awonoe/a/(2001)). . 
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Afterr a year he had found three others with whom he rechecked the area. They chose the 
exactt territory and asked the lawan again. With this information the djaoro continued his pub-
licationn rounds and managed (individually or via a meeting of six persons from different vil-
lagess in the following year) to inform several household heads of the initiative. This last group 
affirmedd his leadership, as he was the oldest and the one that had started it all. 

Becausee of a deterioration in the security situation (an increase in the incidents of banditry 
alongg the secondary roads and in the bush of the region) they postponed the clearing-phase of 
thee whole plan. Finally, in the end of 1999 and the beginning of 2000 the djaoro and three fel-
low-settlerss started with the clearing. They were soon followed by others. Up until May 2000. 
nineteenn persons in total had prepared fields in the Yameda territory that was called "Haiga 
Wega'' in that period. All settlers repudiate the presence of nomad camps on the exact spot of 
theirr clearings. Nevertheless, in early 2000. here the researcher has seen the signs of at least 
twoo of these in short distance from each other. In mid 2001. no nomads claimed the Yameda 
territoryy to be their former camp-site. From after the rainy season 2000 up until July 2001 six 
otherr families have arrived. 

Mostt of these immigrants had heard about the settlement on the market, from the djaoro 
himselff  or via friends and relatives. Only four out of the twenty-five household heads knew 
thee area from hunting or wood gathering. All immigrants, except one. who used to live in 
Touloum.. came from the surrounding Diamaré villages: six of them from Gaban, and five from 
Kolara:: three even from the nearby village Gesai, where the settlers have to gather their water, 
somee 10 km away125. 

Nextt to Yameda - sometimes very close by - other new settlements continue to come into 
being.. The djaoro of Domo. for example, who had recognised the good soils in this bush spot 
alreadyy five years ago when he came here from Gesai to gather wood, had quickly obtained 
thee Kobo-/miYw"s permission. He straight away paid this Imvan half of the asked sum for the 
administrationn (20.000 Fcfa). but then the lawan told him to start his neighbourhood first. Only 
whenn some compounds had been built would he, the lawan. come to see and to collect the 
otherr half ("and a small gift, such as a chicken", adds the djaoro). Thus, the djaoro started to 
clearr his part, keeping the (tertiary) road from Doyang-Gaban to Kobo as the boundary 
betweenn himself and Yameda as he had already discussed in Gesai with other candidates for 
re-settlementt (see Figure 5.5). 

Fromm the harvest of 2000 until April 2001. ten more household heads arrived in the Domo 
territory.. Again all these came from the Diamaré surroundings, this time no fewer than five 
fromm Gesai. All pioneers come, look around and, seeing the richness of the soil, ask permis-
sionn of the djaoro of their choice to stay. Then they walk through the bush with the chief and. 
dependingg on their capacity and wishes, determine the limits of their territory. The Yameda 
chieff  has established a limit of 3 ha per household for transplant-sorghum fields alone to 
ensuree all new settlers will have at least that. Although he assumes that the bush is "endless" 
hee also anticipates a lot more immigrants, so he "wants to be sure". 

Inn addition, which part of the transplant-sorghum surface area has to be for Domo citizens 
andd which part for Yameda has already become an issue between the two djaoros. the more so 
noww the Yameda chief and some of his subjects do not recognise the existence of two more 

|:""  One of these settlers only stayed one year in Gesai. as a bridge year before he had cleared enough area in the 
bushh to expect enough yield. 
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neighbourhoodss in the vicinity. Although there is quite a band of bush between Yameda and the 
twoo new compounds of Gwar. the neighbourhood that is started in 2001 by two families from 
Benenee (an older Kolara neighbourhood), again with the permission of the law an of Kobo. the 
Yamedaa djaoro considers all the new clearings to fall under his authority. He is the only one of 
thee three djaoros with an official status. In the course of 2000. the Yameda-djaoro paid for and 
succeededd in obtaining his official chieftaincy papers from the authorities in Moulvoudaye. 

Att the time of the interviews (June-July 2001) Yameda together with its brother settlements 
Domoo and Gwar consisted of 38 households, counting approximately 220 persons. 

Boxx 5.2 History of the Pilot Project Mindif-Moulvouday e 

Inn 1978 the Mindif area became the focus of a project to improve the production and integra-
tionn of pastoral and agricultural activities, and to stop the degradation of natural resources12". 
Recognisedd tensions over grazing and declining bush and soil quality made a US-based donor 
(USAID)) come up with an integrated plan in co-operation with the Cameroonian government. 
Apartt from, for example, crop rotation implementation and the introduction and testing of 
higherr yielding crop varieties, the plan consisted of the installation of land zones (blocks) for 
controlledd grazing during the wet season, meaning that in each block divisions could be used 
inn sequence and rested alternately. In the then sub-department of Mindif (divided into the two 
sub-departmentss of Mindif and of Moulvoudaye after 1979) three pilot areas of approximate-
lyy 5000 hectares each127 were delimited where subdivisions allowed sequential grazing. These 
weree for use by inhabitants of the region only, meaning that nomads were excluded. Several 
cattlee owners lived in the region and only sent their cattle away with sons or herders during 
thee dry season, thereby retaining their rights of use. The real nomads did not have any other 
optionss than to leave and to install their rainy season camps just outside the Pilot Project areas, 
forr example just south (direction of Horlong and Kaélé). or even in a totally different region. 
Chadd was one of the refuge areas. Amazingly, they did not even protest against the rules of 
thiss project. "We do not own the land, so others can decide to use it." Nowadays they say that 
inn those days they had enough other possibilities'28. 

Becausee the project was aimed at involving local people, each block was managed by a local 
council.. Like colonial powers before, project organisers used incumbent, 'traditional' authorities 
too create these councils, with the result that only Fulbe authorities got a say in project imple-
mentation.. This explains the bias during implementation of the project towards pastoral activi-
tiess and the neglect of both the integration of agricultural and pastoral activities as well as agri-
culturall  improvement as such (Van den Berg and Van Est 1991; Van den Berg 1997: 90). One 
cann say that, during the project period and some time thereafter, the cattle owning Fulbe elite 
'captured'' the possibilities and resources available, to the detriment of both nomadic cattle keep-
erss and agriculturalists. They did not. however, encourage good management of their pastures 

rjrj '' Annex I of the Project Grant Agreement. 3 Apnl 1978: "[The goal of the project is] to intensify and integrate 
livestockk and agricultural production in the central plains of the north while at the same time halting and even-
tuallyy reversing the current degradation of the range and agricultural lands " Later, the "improvement of the 
socio-economicc standards of the rural population" was added (Annex I of Amendment No. 5 of the Project 
Grantt Agreement. 15 July 1982). See Ithaca International (1984). 

1:77 The whole project consisted of 250.000 ha in the Mindif-Moulvoudaye region and a complementary grazing 
areaa of 96.000 ha in the Yaere of the Logone near Zina (Van den Berg 1997: 89). 

i:i ii Interviews in the bush area of Kolara. Kobo and Daram June-Julv 2001. 
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duringg that time. Several times Van den Berg and Van Est (1991: 34) mention traditional 
authoritiess who "did not respect the grazing discipline". 

Althoughh the project did not achieve the desired results and ended in intense discords 
betweenn USAID and the Cameroonian authorities in the mid 1980s (Van den Berg 1997: 90), 
itt did have some spin-off for the region. The most important of these was the preservation 
(forr the time being) of the bush areas on the one hand, as agriculture in the grazing blocks 
wass prohibited and the number of cattle did not increase as quickly as it would have done if 
accesss had been open to nomadic herds. On the other hand, the project resulted in the for-
mationn of artificial water points, and an increase in the number of cattle of local inhabitants 
|(Vann den Berg 1997: 90-91). The cultivation areas outside the project zones, however, suf-
feredd from more intensive use and shorter fallow. In contrast to the theory' of Homer-Dixon 
(1991.. 1994, 1999) that resource capture by elite can lead to violent conflict, both agricul-i 
turalistss and nomadic cattle keepers did accept the privileges of the settled cattle-owners 
withoutt any obstructions or official complaints. 

Afterr the withdrawal of USAID in 1985 (Van den Bergh 1997: 90). the Cameroonian; 
projectt leaders continued the project officially until 1993 but it actually went on, at least inj 
somee shape or form, until the end of 1999. After the expiration of the official project period; 
thee number of cattle increased rapidly. This was because nomads returned with their herds andi 
urbann based cattle owners from, for example. Maroua. made their herders drive the cattle to the j 
(temporarily)) improved pastures of the project grazing areas. For people living in the neigh-j 
bourhoodd of the grazing blocks, the reality of the restriction on agriculture applies even now.; 
especiallyy when the local (traditional) authorities involved stick to the old rules or even try I 
too extend them to non-project areas and villages. On the other hand, all inhabitants of the; 
Diamaréé (and wider area) know of the official ending of the project, and for them this hasj 
openedd up possibilities to look for new land. 

Noww the pattern of settlement is clear. I will describe the reasons in the different domains for. 
first,first, the settlement in the Kolara neighbourhoods. Subsequently. I will come to the reasons of 
invasionn of the bush. In general, insecurities of both 'stayers' and 'go-ers' may be the same, 
butt they encounter differences in the implementability of and motivation for options. 

5.4.22 Reasons for intrusion in the environmental domain 
Thee physical basis of the environment in the receiving area 
Thee plain of the Diamaré between Mindif. Moulvoudaye and Guiduiguis (Figure 5.2) is built 
onn a substrate of volcanic, metamorphic rock which is difficult to traverse. For example, con-
structingg new water points to reach the well-filled aquifers that flow from the west to the east 
(Boutraiss 1984: 52-58) almost always requires large mechanical equipment. Sometimes the 
rockk layer almost reaches the surface and then even planting trees is difficult. On top of this 
rockyy under-layer several sediments have been deposited. The most obvious of these are: first 
alluviall  sand and heavy clay during the period that the outer banks of Lake Chad extended to 
thiss pointi:°. The second deposit is formed by colluvial sands eroded from the inselbergs and 
rockk outcrops. 

1:""  More to the south-east some sand dunes can be found from the penod Lake Chad extended to this point. This 
resembless the Tupun heartland aspect (see section 2.1). 
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Accordingg to De Steenhuijsen Piters (1995: 43-48). four major soil types can be distin-
guished.. Roughly one quarter of the surface consists of Vertisols, with a high clay proportion 
andd a vertical construction, developed in the Lake Chad era. These soils are difficul t to culti-
vatee and have very poor drainage characteristics. Even though this is a set-back for rain-fed 
cultivation,, it makes them perfectly suitable for transplant-sorghum cultivation. In the 
Vertisols,, good water-retention capacities go together with high intrinsic fertility. 

Inn addition to these Vertisols. Brabant and Gavaud (1985) claim that the rest of the soils in 
thee Diamaré here are Planosols. with "stagnic properties and abruptly overlying a slowly per-
meablee horizon within 125 cm of the surface". Yet. De Steenhuijsen Piters (1995: 44) at best 
onlyy finds Planosol-like soils that sometimes have an "abrupt imperv ious clayey horizon at 40 
-- 80 cm" depth. Despite the poor drainage, shallow root development and sensitivity to 
droughtt spells, these soils can and arc used for rain-fed cultivation (De Steenhuijsen Piters 
1995:: 58). 

Thee third soil type found in the Diamaré is that along ephemeral rivers: the Fluvisols. 
Dependingg on the position with respect to the current, these soils have a (variously coarse) 
sandyy to clayey texture in which the original inhabitants of the plain, the Mundang and 
Guiziga,, are used to planting trees and root crops, such as cassava. 

Thee largest part of the area is occupied by Cambisols that make good agricultural land. Of 
these,, the less frequent sandy-clay type is the most preferred, because it has good porosity and 
iss slightly more fertile than the clayey-sandy type, called Yoldé by the Fulbe. However, both 
typess have a low organic matter fraction and low phosphorus content. Both soils are liable to 
losss of fertility because of their low intrinsic fertility and low cat-ion exchange capacity (De 
Steenhuijsenn Piters 1995: 46). Moreover, both types, but especially the sandy-clayey one, are 
vulnerablee to over-use with resulting crust formation and superficial loss of good hydrological 
propertiess because of their high fine sand fraction. These so called 'harde' develop in case of 
continuouss over-grazing by cattle. They are characterised by a decrease in organic matter, a 
losss of structure and alkalisation in the surface areas. A lot of manure combined with plough-
ingg can restore the harde. 

Inn general, the fertility of the region is not only a pull factor for Tupuri. Almost all sandy-
clayeyy Cambisols and a lot of Vertisols are already under permanent cultivation. Settlements 
usedd to be at locations in which these two soil types, but especially the first, could be found. 
Thiss happened even more in areas close to seasonal rivers (both for water and for the possi-
bilitiess of the planting of orchards and root crops). 

Onn the remaining Vertisols, as well as on the clayey-sandy soils and colluvial soils that are 
consideredd infertile130, there are savannah shrubs and trees with, in the rainy season, herbs and 
grasses:: the so-called "bush*. Parts of the bush are indeed harde, the overgrazed and crusted 
sandy-clayeyy soils. There, almost no vegetation can be found: bare spots of (sometimes) up to 
aa hectare between the vegetation"'. 

Climaticc circumstances in the Diamaré plain of Kolara and Kobo are slightly less 
favourablee than in the Tupuri heartland. Precipitation is markedly lower, as the studied bush 

Orr only suitable for groundnut cultivation (De Steenhuijsen Piters 1995 47) 
See.. for example, Montz (1995). 
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areaa is situated in the 700 - 800 mm per year precipitation bandn: and the heartland in the 800 
-- 900 mm per year precipitation band (L*Hote 2000: 19: see also Fig. 5.4). Although there is 
aa significant lack of data with regard to the precipitation in the area111, a rough comparison with 
thee heartland is shown in Table 5.4.2. 

TableTable 5.4.2 Comparison of year precipitation beiïveen heartland and Kolara - Kobo (in mm/year) 

19977 1998 1999 2000 

Kolara a 
Kobo o 
Doukoula a 
Tchatibali i 

Bothh in Kolara and Kobo. the rains mostly start in May. while in the heartland the onset of the 
rainyy season is in April134. In general. Kolara inhabitants state that Kobo suffers more from lack 
off  rain. They explain it by referring to the nearness of the river(bed) and a larger number of 
highh trees in the village centre that attract the clouds. Table 5.4.2 indeed shows a big differ-
encee between the precipitation in Kolara and Kobo in 1999. Also in June-July 2001 Kolara 
neighbourhoodss received some rain (albeit not much) while Kobo-bush remained totally dry 
(personall  observation). However, the small amount of data for the Kolara and Kobo area 
makess a conclusion impossible. 

Landd availabilit y 
Ass stated in the colonial reports115 Tupuri (and others) came to the Diamaré because of the 
abundancee of Karal fields: a Fulbe term for the rich transplant-sorghum fields. Indeed, per-
sonall  information from respondents confirmed that push-reasons to leave the homeland were 
oftenn the seeking of land or food. Table 5.4.3 summarises reasons for leaving the homeland for 
fatherss and grandfathers of respondents as well as for their sons and brothers. In this table the 
figuress of fathers and grandfathers of Kolara provide an indication as to why people came to 
thatt village, while those of sons and brothers and (grand)fathers of the heartland explain why 
peoplee left those villages. 

Thus,, as far as Kolara inhabitants are concerned, the push factors which caused people to 
leavee their homelands are clearly related to the fertility and surface of arable land in the origin 
regions.. The push factor for the ancestors of Sirlawé and Tchatibali-inhabitants cannot be 
deducedd from the table. Some respondents there can tell family histories about the origin of 
theirr great-grandfathers and the reason for them to have left their origin regions (in Chad). 

I1:: During (approximately) 1985 - 1995. year means on surrounding pluviometric stations were as follows 
Guidiguis:: 795 mm; Touloum: 785 mm; Moulvoudaye: 725 mm. The yearly mean for Mindif between 1975 
andd 1995 was 785 mm (V Hole 2000:19). 

1111 Both in Kolara and in Kobo a SODECOTON agricultural extension worker has the task of monitoring the pre-
cipitation.. The data, however, was submitted to the SODECOTON headquarters in Maroua where it was 
processedd into regional means. Thereafter, the local data was destroyed Data given here is the only data that 
couldd be retneved. 

1,44 This information is based on real precipitation data when available It is confirmed by the personal informa-
tionn of respondents. 

n== Texier (1937) in Mohammadou (1988) 



175 5 

Moree often than not these are anecdotes about daring heroes that withstand the difficulties of 
climatee and enemies to demonstrate their bravery. Only scarcely an over-populated home-area 
iss depicted, with too many brothers who had to share too few acres of land. Most of the time, 
thee only reason to go was "he wanted to". "He was a Tupuri. so it was in his blood": a reason 
alsoo given by several present day migrants. 

Forr the last two generations the push factor for leaving Tchatibali is clearly related to the 
availablee area and the fertility of the land, in spite of the (few) employment opportunities in 
thee SODECOTON factory or in the bars and restaurants of this town. As shown above, land 
scarcityy is indeed more pressing in Tchatibali than in Sirlawé. The push factor is less clear for 
Sirlawéé and Kolara. at least for the sons" generation. In Sirlawé the youngest generation 
obtainedd a lot of jobs outside the village, perhaps due to their generally higher level of educa-
tion.. The data for Kolara is too low to draw any decisive conclusions. 

TableTable 5.-1.3 Percentages of persons with cerium reasons to move away (based on interpretation of respon 
dents;; rest percentages are unknown, higher than 100 % is due to more reasons per person) 

Sonss gone Brothers gone Reasons to go %of %of % of %ofgrand-
sonss brothers fathers fathers 

%% % of fama ° o % of fam" with certain with certain with certain with certain 
reasonn reason reason reasons 
too go£ to go to move to move 

Sirlawéé 12 18 34 54 

Tchatibalii  9 17 20 59 

Kolaraa 8 14 29 62 

Insufficientt surface*1 

Infertilee surface 

Other r 

Insufficientt surface 
Infertilee surface 
Other r 

Insufficientt surface 

Infertilee surface 
Other r 

4 4 

4 4 
65 5 

9 9 
26 6 
44 4 

0 0 
0 0 

46 6 

34 4 
7 7 

71 1 

30 0 
5 5 

55 5 

10 0 
22 2 

32 2 

14 4 
9 9 

29 9 

1 1 
1 1 

26 6 

35 5 
27 7 
46 6 

23 3 
20 0 
25 5 

2 2 

0 0 
6 6 

8 8 

8 8 
11 1 

aa = not all families have sons or brothers who went away. Here the percentage of families with such sons or brothers 
iss given 

hh = this means "insufficient arable surface" 
cc = the percentage is of the number of people who left 

Pulll  factors for the Diamaré are related to the push factors that made people leave their region 
off  origin. Migrants chose Kolara because of the good agricultural possibilities it offered, related 
too the option to clear new fields in the bush'16. People mention the importance of having the per-
missionn of the neighbourhood chief and law an. 

Whenn fertility in the original Kolara neighbourhoods declined and new clearing possibili-
tiess diminished people moved on to. for example. Yolawo'37. From the compounds, especially 

1166 78 % of fathers and 52 °o of respondents themselves mentioned 'good agricultural possibilities", 'land abun-
dance",, and "land fertility" as a reason to come to Kolara. At least half of them came to join a friend or rela-
tive,, or had "heard" that it was good to cultivate here. Almost the same percentages indeed came to clear fields 

1,77 Nearly 60 °o of respondents declare that they or their fathers had these reasons to move from a former neigh-
bourhoodd of Kolara into Yolawo 
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thosee of Yolawo. it is still possible to reach bush zones where clearing is allowed. "As long as 
youu do not traverse the road", even-body says, "the I aw an does not oppose new clearings"118. 
Thee newer fields in the neighbourhood itself are not yet (totally) exhausted. As a result, in the 
newerr neighbourhoods almost everybody has at least some fertile fields. In other neighbour-
hoodss of Kolara this number has declined to only half of the farmers. The vulnerability for 
droughtt is higher in less fertile environments. In the beginning of July 2001. when the rest of 
thee village suffered from stagnation in the rainfall, the maize and sorghum plants of Yolawo 
weree relatively high. "Our plants are already high enough not to suffer too much from this peri-
odicall  stop in the rains. That is because of the high fertility, and therefore the good humidity 
off  the soil"". Thus, here in Yolawo. we can cope with the low rainfall", the neighbourhood 
chieff  and some other respondents explained. 

Inn spite of the good perspectives described by the Yolawo inhabitants, many long-time 
Kolaraa inhabitants or those that are just arriving see a high population density in the original 
neighbourhoods.. Most of them wonder where they can find additional surface to cultivate, 
wheree to find fields for their grown-up sons... Many persons welcome the new possibility of 
bushh settlement. Some indeed express their wish to leave (for the reasons depicted in Table 
5.4.4.. where also their surface of arable land is given), although as yet they did not go (referred 
too as "persons wanting to leave"). Others moved into the bush area. Also their surface of arable 
landd in the home areas is given in Table 5.4.4. 

TableTable 5.4.4 (Potential)(Potential) migrants access to arable land, fertility status of these lands in the places of origin 
andand reasons to leave (sometimes higher than 100 % due to more categories per person) 

Surfacee of 
ownedd land 
perr house-
holdd (in ha; 
meann and 

range) ) 

Fertilityy status of owned-
landd (% of persons 

withthatt idea) 

Reasonss to leave (% of persons 
withh that reason) 

Goodd Moderate Bad d Searchingg Hunger Conflict Other 
landd over land job 

Personss Heartland 1(0-2.3) 8 
wantingg (n = 27) 
too leave Kolara 2(0-4.3) 50 

(nn = 5) 
Bushh settlers (n = 36) 1.4 (0a - 7.1)b 8 

388 63 

755 25 

111 44 

74 4 

80 0 

81 1 

4 4 

40 0 

30 0 

0 0 

aa = 19 % did not have any land; 60 % thereof considered the fields they could borrow or hire as infertile (all in the 
originall  area) 

hh = 28 % complained specifically about the very low surface of karal-fields 

Nonee of the bush-settlers had any opportunity to enlarge their surface in the village of origin, 
ass the numbers of brothers to share with was high and bush was not at hand. Eight respondents 
(== 22 %) mentioned the high number of sons for whom they have to guarantee fields in the 
future.. Buying is almost no option, because no sellers are present (see above sections). Most 

Ass stated earlier, several inhabitants alongside the road did cross it to stan cultivation on the '"project-side" 
Thiss remark shows the knowledge of the inhabitants of the relation between a high organic maner fraction in 
thee soil and soil humiditv. 
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peoplee refer not only to a general lack of field-surface at the place of origin but specifically to 
aa lack thereof in the hands ot tnends and relatives, so borrowing is also no option. If it were 
possiblee to buy or hire at all, the settlers mostly belong to the poorer part of the population. 
Thus,, neither hiring nor buying fits within their financial means. 

Thee financial threshold for hiring or buying was extra high because the fertility status of the 
availablee fields was such that there was a big risk of not regaining the money with the yield. 
Evenn 60 % of those with a field area that theoretically should have been enough to feed their 
familyy (2.2 ha or more)140 mention a failing production due to infertility. Those with more than 
1.55 ha for transplant-sorghum or more than 1 ha for rainy season production also referred to 
thee bad status of those fields. 

Fertilit yy and yield improvement 
Enhancingg the field quality with the help of manure from own animals was only a possibility 
forr a small number of respondents now living in a new settlement. A smaller number still had 
thee opportunity to borrow manure form other people's animals (see Table 5.4.5). Surprisingly, 
thosee were not persons with a high arable surface and no animals themselves. 

TableTable J.-/. 5 Livestock ownership of migrants and use of animal manure in origin region 

Cattlee numbers owned Small ruminant numbers TLU owned 

owned d 

1-33 4 .6 7 -10 1-3 4 -6 7 - 10 > 10 0 0 1-0.6 0.7-1.3 1.4-2.5 > 2.6 

No.. of owners 7 0 2 11 3 6 3 10 12 6 5 3 

(nn = 26) 
No.. users manure 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 n a 0 1 0 2 
ownn animals 
No.. users manure 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 2 1 0 
borrowedd animals 

Forr most of the respondents the reason for the lack of use of manure becomes clear, namely a 
lackk of fields, a lack of animals or a lack of both. Sometimes persons with livestock used the 
manuree even when they did not have a large area to cultivate. For example, two people with 7 
cattlee each also have more than 20 small ruminants141 and. indeed, they use(d) their animals* 
droppingss to improve the fields: one time the fields of the father and in the other case one small 
fieldd of only 0.5 ha. 

Off  the six persons with both more than 1.1 ha of surface and more than 0.7 TLU (see Table 
5.4.6.. the nine squares in the lower-right corner) only one used his animals" manure. Why the 
manuree of a flock of seven small ruminants or more or that of one cattle or more is not used 
onn badly infertile rainy season fields remains a mystery. It is perfectly possible to gather the 
manuree at night when the animals are locked up during the rainy season, and even at the end 
off  the dry season when extra fodder has to be given, although the latter would require extra 

l4""  The mean family size of the settlers is 8.6 persons. With 0.25 ha per person they should have enough (Dietz 
wo/2001). . 

1411 ATLUofmorethan6 9. 
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labourr (at a moment that there is plenty of it). It is also possible to attach the animals on the 
fieldss just after the harvest, let them eat the stubble and feed them extra if necessary142. 

TableTable 5.4.6 Sumbers oj settlers with a certain arable surface in the origin region versus 1 LI' ownership 

Arablee surface (in ha) 

TLU U 
0 0 

00 1 -0.6 
0.7-- 1.3 
1.4-2.5 5 

>2.6 6 

0 0 
2 2 
3 3 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 

0.1 1 -0 0 
1 1 
0 0 
0 0 
2 2 
0 0 

25 5 0 0 26--
4 4 
0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
1 1 

10 0 1.11 - 1 
1 1 
2 2 
3 3 
0 0 
0 0 

.5 5 16 6 -3.1 1 
1 1 
6 6 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 

3.11 -5 
1 1 
2 2 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Otherr ways of improving the fertility of fields were not widely implemented. Eight persons 
use{d)) some sort of chemical fertiliser on their sorghum fields, half of which was in fact for 
cottonn fertiliser, bought from SODECOTON. The real sorghum fertiliser had five different 
sources.. In addition, only two people used stems of harvest left-overs and leaves of wild trees 
(standingg in the fields). 

Too increase labour input, half of the respondents in the settlements used ploughs, mostly in 
theirr own possession (see Table 5.3.3). In the heartland, a lower percentage of those that want-
edd to leave owned ploughs'41 than of those who indicated they wanted to stay. In Kolara there 
wass no difference between the two groups. The settlers used (and owned) less ploughs than the 
otherr groups (see Table 5.4.8). Only the heartland people that wanted to leave had less. This is 
partlyy due to the fact that several shop and bar owners from Tchatibali are incorporated in this 
group.. Because the use of ploughs (and especially ploughs that are always available, such as 
one'ss own ploughs) helps to shorten labour time per ha. those with access to ploughs are better 
off.. With the bad rains of the last years they had the possibility of sowing a larger area at the 
rightright time, thus increasing proving yields. Nevertheless, because the farmers could not use the 
freee labour to invest in more fields, from this perspective it did not improve the total yield. 
Therefore,, the possession of ploughs caused a bigger wish of accessibility of more fields. On the 
otherr hand, those that worked by hand wanted to acquire some more wealth in the new settle-
mentt area to enable them to buy a plough. 

Al ll  respondents, both those who considered leaving the origin villages and those who had 
alreadyy moved, tried to acquire high yielding or - better still - quicker maturing varieties. 
However,, the supply thereof is quite meagre and arbitrary. There seems to be no difference in 
supplyy between the bush settlements and the older Diamaré villages. Most of the time people 
cannott wait to sow until those seeds finally arrive. 

Inn short, with regard to environmental factors, people who chose to invade the bush had to cal-
culatee the costs and benefits of. on the one hand, an abundance of still fertile lands, especial-
lyy for transplant-sorghum but also for rain-fed sorghum, combined with a lack thereof in the 
originn villages. Indeed, on average the settler families had the lowest arable surface at their 

u :: This can be done with fodder gathered from the bush (in the Diamare). or with dry leaves from beans etc 
1411 And fewer of them used ploughs, although with a lower difference 
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disposall  of all the different categories of the study (see Table 5.4.7). Because the settler fami-
liess are relatively young, for them the expected surface area per person could only decrease in 
thee future (see also section 4.3). 

TableTable 5.4. ~ Disposition of arable surface fin ha) m origin villages of different categories 

Peoplee wanting to leave Total 

settlerss Kolara heartland Kolara heartland 

Perr household 14 2.0 1.0 3.83 2.34 

Perr person 0.16 040 0 23 0 36 0 26 

Onn the other side of the equation, the vulnerability for droughts and the quick ageing charac-
teristicss of the soil are a setback, especially when the enormous amount of work in clearing the 
bushh from its decennia-old trees and brushes is taken into account. Also, people know that the 
productionn of the soils after clearing will not reach its full potential until three or more years 
havee passed. Thus, they have to get through some difficult years. In addition, non-bush inhab-
itantss of the Diamaré consider the bush area as a very dry spot with almost no rain, no rivers 
andd no water points144. Constructing the latter is almost impossible because of the rocky sub-
strate.. Another risk in the bush (more than in the more populated villages) is the occasional 
arrivall  of elephants that destroy the whole yield145. 

5.4.33 Reasons for intrusion in the human domain 
Withh all the costs as mentioned above, the decision to go to the bush is a difficult one. For that 
reasonn only a small proportion of those who want to leave their villages consider the bush a 
goodd option14*. Only those families that have young household heads and thus the strength to 
withstandd the extra workload, combined with the certitude of diminishing possibilities in the 
homelandd because of a growing family size, will make the effort. Indeed, the mean age of 
householdd heads of settlers' families is almost ten years lower than of those in the heartland 
villagess and Kolara. That the wish to move at all is connected to younger (and thus more ambi-
tious)) men and women in general can also be seen from the low mean age of those that 
expressedd their plans to leave: 33 years versus 48 years in the whole villages. 

Settlerr families are in general healthier, with fewer health problems than the other ones. This 
iss a positive feature, especially in the bush, where there are no health services at all. The young 
menn and women in the bush refer to the abundance of traditional medicines around them. "My 
littl ee girl had stomach aches yesterday but I only had to take five steps to that tree over there to 
peell  the skin and boil a curing drink with it. You would not find this tree in the village." 

1444 Within the settlements this is considered the biggest problem. Water has to be fetched in Gesai. 10 km away. 
'4tt Several respondents in neighbounng settlements mention their encounters with these big mammals that 

destroyedd fields and crops. Six out of 35 respondents actually suffered own crops to be destroyed by elephants 
Seee also Van der Ploeg (2001). Zwaai (1995) or Tchamba (1996). 

llll ""  Three out of five people in Kolara indicate the bush as a region to go to In the heartland nobody refers exact* 
lyy to the Diamaré bush although six out of 27 persons mention different Diamaré villages in general 
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Onn the other hand, water and sewage hygiene are non-existent in the bush. Both the construc-
tionn of wells and the digging of latrines is difficult because of the rocky underground. In spite of 
that,, government agencies have already discovered that this remote place is a source of revenue. 
Inn April 2001 they stated that if the village had not built latrines within a couple of months, each 
familyy without one would have to pay. So the new inhabitants discussed between them how much 
moneyy was required to buy it off. Country-wide corruption became prevalent almost before the 
neww settlers had arrived! Beforehand, nobody could have counted on that happening. 

Beingg more daring and more ambitious may also be influenced by education. As Tupuri 
themselvess say: "Education opens your mind. It makes you see more options." Indeed, the per-
centagess of people who attended primary school are higher for the settlers than for the origin 
villages.. However, the reverse is true of the percentages for secondary school attendance. In 
thee settlement, only three percent of the household heads visited more than primary school. In 
totall  the number of persons that visited a school is more or less the same147. It seems as if a 
lowerr level of education has made people not only decide to move but actually to do so. while 
aa higher lev el makes people more frustrated (that is why they express the wish to leav e their 
home-village),, but indecisive as to where and when to move. 

Withh regard to the schooling of children, it is difficult to make comparisons because the 
settlementt population is younger than that of the origin villages and thus a larger number of 
theirr children are of pre-school age. The exact age of children is difficult to estimate because 
manyy parents do not know how old they are and children of the same age can differ greatly 
inn outward appearance. Also, different fathers regard "school age*  in different ways. Some 
fatherss send their sons to school when they are barely five years old while others make them 
herdd the cattle until they are ten years old. Secondary school attendance by children is in par-
ticularr far lower at the moment in the settlements148, but again, this is certainly due to the low 
agee of the children. Fewer of the children of those who want to move attend school than of 
thee three villages in total (40 % versus 55 %), but then again this group is younger than the 
averagee age of the whole villages population. Because all household heads indicate that they 
wil ll  send their children when they are old enough14", future school attendance numbers of 
childrenn wil l increase, especially for those that indicate their wish to move. For the settlement 
inhabitantss school wil l become a problem because children then have to walk long distances. 
Ass a result, those parents that regard school as a necessity (perhaps more so if they them-
selvess have a higher level of education), can have problems with the remoteness of the set-
tlements. . 

Onee of the negative conditions that was incorporated in the cost-benefit calculations of new 
settlers,, namely that less information would reach them, proved to be unfounded. Already sev-
erall  governmental and NGO extension wrorkers have discovered the new hamlets and provid-
edd information on the curbing of erosion, how to plant fruit trees and. as stated above, on how 
too construct latrines. People consider themselves lucky here: old and new methods of agricul-
turee and the knowledge thereof are easily available. 

1477 Only those Kolara inhabitants that wanted to leave have a 100 % school attendance, but the number is low 
14SS 6 % versus 26% 
14""  I think these are "desired answers", meaning that parents give the answer they consider the most appropriate, 

andd not the truest. But perhaps they believe it themselves and indeed want to send their children, but perhaps 
thevv will not be not able to do so 
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5.4.44 Reasons for intrusion in the economic domain 
Whetherr or not wealth or the lack ot it can form a trigger to leave a village and invade the bush 
remainss to be seen. An indication of wealth can be offered via the ownership of cattle and 
ploughs:: Table 5.4.8 gives a picture of the wealth of the different categories to make compar-
isonn easier. Indeed, a lower percentage of settlers has ploughs, cattle and small ruminants. 
Theyy also have fewer donkeys than the donkey village of Kolara. In short, although they 
explainn that for moving you need a lot of money (for example to rebuild the compound, to buy 
transportt etc.), the settlers are (and were) in general poorer than the people that stay behind 
(andd not because they sold their animals or ploughs). 

TableTable 5.4.8 Livestock and plough ownership and use by different groups of respondents (percentages of 
group) ) 

Heartlandd total (n=143) 

Heartlandd wanting to 
leavee (n=27) 

Kolaraa total (n=37) 

Kolaraa wanting to 

leave(n=5) ) 

Settlerss (n=36) 

S of f 
households s 

Own n 
Hire e 
Borrow w 

Own n 

Hire e 
Borrow w 

Own n 

Hire e 
Borrow w 

Own n 
Hire e 
Borrow w 

Own n 

Hire e 
Borrow w 

using g 
ploughs s 

43 3 
13 3 
17 7 

30 0 
15 5 
22 2 

52 2 
5 5 

3 3 

60 0 
0 0 

0 0 

39 9 

3 3 
8 8 

-- -
1-3 3 

16 6 
0 0 
0 0 

19 9 

0 0 
0 0 

14 4 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

33 3 
0 0 

8 8 

00 o of households 
havingg using 

cattle e 

-- - -
>4 4 

29 9 

0 0 
0 0 

15 5 
0 0 

0 0 

30 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

6 6 

0 0 
0 0 

___ _ _ ... 
Draught t 

36 6 
20 0 
18 8 

19 9 
19 9 
19 9 

27 7 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

14 4 

3 3 
8 8 

% % ofhh h 
withh small 
ruminants s 

1-3 3 

14 4 

0 0 
0 0 

15 5 
0 0 
0 0 

14 4 

0 0 
0 0 

40 0 

0 0 
0 0 

31 1 
0 0 
0 0 

•• - - — 

>4 4 

66 6 
0 0 

0 0 

59 9 

0 0 

0 0 

54 4 

0 0 
0 0 

20 0 
0 0 

0 0 

33 3 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 jj  wit h 

donkeys s 

--
1 1 

0.7 7 
0 0 

0.7 7 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

73 3 
0 0 
0 0 

40 0 
0 0 

0 0 

22 2 

0 0 

0 0 

-- - - -
>> 2 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

14 4 

0 0 
0 0 

20 0 
0 0 

0 0 

6 6 
0 0 

0 0 

°/oo with 
horses s 

3 3 
0 0 
0 0 

4 4 

0 0 
0 0 

14 4 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

Surprisingly,, inhabitants from Kolara who want to go away, own more ploughs than the aver
agee inhabitant; 60 % have donkeys but none of them have cattle. Therefore, the extent of their 
wealthh is disputable150. 

Withh regard to the keeping of farm animals, the bush offers more opportunities to graze 
them.. The fact, though, that settlers in the bush are poorer as far as farm animals are concerned 
makess it clear that they did not seek this pasture option when they came to the bush. The 
reversee is even truer: in the bush the risk of cattle theft or losing livestock because they get lost 
inn the undergrowth is quite high. Some cattle owners have (as yet) left their animals with 
fatherss or brothers outside the bush. The lack of veterinary sen ices and medicine may also 
havee made them take this decision, but this fact in itself did not make them refrain from seek
ingg a new settlement. 

1?"" Here, we have to remember that cattle-keeping used to be part of the Tupun culture When people do not have 
them,, this is certainly a sign of poverty. 
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Apartt from the poorer position in general, and specifically that regarding ploughs, the lower 
fieldd availability and the reduced fertility of these fields formed a mayor setback for cash crop 
production.. It means that settlers had fewer options to earn a living or at least an additional 
incomee from cotton or other crops in their home villages. 

Ann economic consideration that pulls people to the bush is the fact that material for home 
industryy is abundantly available just two steps away. Although, to sell it they have to walk 
longg distances. Yet. the production of mats, granaries, brooms, etc. becomes so easy that the 
transportt is no problem in comparison. People do not even count it. as they have to go to 
marketss anyway to purchase indispensables and to meet other people. Naturally, this takes 
time,, but they can choose to postpone the task until the dry season, when labour time is not 
aa problem. 

Off  course, of those who stayed behind, some had additional income sources, sometimes 
otherr than farm jobs. Opportunities for the 'movers' to obtain such jobs differed. Of all those 
whoo wanted to leave, nine percent earned a substantial part of his income from another job. 
But.. they explained that this only provides for a small salary, which is also not at all secure. 
Theyy preferred to farm somewhere with more (fertile) fields or to move with their shop (for 
example)) to the city, where there are more potential customers. Some work demands a higher 
levell  of education than primary school level and. as has been stated, settlers do not have a very 
highh level of education. None of the new settlers abandoned another primary income source or 
thee possibility thereof to move to the bush. The fact is that they did not see any other possi-
bilitiess to obtain such jobs in the future. According to them the situation with regard to off-
farmm jobs was very insecure and was set to deteriorate further. 

5.4.55 Reasons for intrusion in the social domain 
Thee social position of settlers was (and is) no better than that of their co-villagers in the regions 
off  origin. Belonging to a poorer segment of the population and without a big herd to use as a 
sourcee of (pay-off) gifts, climbing up through the social hierarchy is almost impossible. They 
couldd have invested in the organisation of social institutions to improve the general position of 
thee origin village, but then again their low social position would have hindered this. Even if 
suchh institutions could have been implemented, it would have taken a longer time than they 
weree prepared to wait. Now the Project Mindif-Moulvoudaye has ended, the bush looks entic-
ingg and "you need to be there before others. Otherwise only the lesser fields wil l remain, or 
youu wil l again acquire only a low position in the new hamlet". Those who arrive first acquire 
aa higher status. 

Althoughh the lawan of Kolara still tries to implement some of the project rules, especially 
thee most important one. namely inhibition of encroachment151 - because he wants to preserve 
thee bush for cattle grazing152 - he is almost powerless. The settlers know this. It seems as if only 
Statee law regarding land tenure is important and that law backs the settlers although, strictly 
speaking.. State law also calls for forest protection and is therefore opposed to bush clearances 
(seee chapter 4). In addition, authorities that see the importance of bush protection are indeci-
sive:: they say "No", but they do not do anything to counteract encroachment. To them as well. 

Hee indeed refers to this rule when talking about the gradual disappearance of the bush 
Hee is one of the biggest cattle owners of the region. In addition, as the chief of the land and with almost as 
highh a position as the Mindif lamido. he receives payments of nomads to safeguard their interests in the bush. 
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Statee laws are not totally clear' *\ 
Thus,, settlers turn to those authorities that give them permission to invade the bush. The 

lawanlawan of Kobo. for example, does not oppose new settlements. Although he stresses the impor-
tancee of grazing lands for both nomadic and sedentary cattle owners, he declares that "nobody 
iss able to stop Tupuri from creating new settlements. Not the sub-prefect, not the police, not 
evenn the prefect, so why should 1 try?" An increase in numbers of Kobo citizens means a high-
err (tax) income and a better position for him in relation to other authorities1''. In addition, he 
iss personally interested in clearing the bush, because he shifts his fields the moment they 
becomee infertile. He himself started new fields at the entrance to Kobo village (former project 
land)) three years ago. In addition to that he has approximately one ha at each of four new set-
tlementss in the bush. 

Yett another social reason plays a role in bush settlement. Some settlers did not come in the 
firstfirst place because of the fields. They had social problems in their village of origin, had quar-
relledd with village chiefs and were sometimes accused of witchcraft. In a new surrounding, 
withh people from different origins, old stories have no meaning so they preferred to start a new 
lif ee in the remote bush. 

5.55 Assertion of rights: Box 3 

Ass we have seen above, reasons to invade the bush area are sometimes at the same time claims 
too the bush. Tupuri refer to their customary rights155, to the emptiness of the bush in general 
andd to State law and historical rights related to that in particular. Without an official categori-
sationn of bush land (that is 'national land') to be forest land, for example, the official State law 
declaress that the user rights of national land fall to those that develop it. In addition, new 
Tupurii  settlers do not donate legitimacy to the land master title of the Icnvan of Kolara. 
Accordingg to their customary laws, the master of the land is he who starts clearing an 'empty' 
spacee and founds a settlement. In addition, the 'land master" according to the State law is the 
nearestt sub-prefect. So. at best and when he backs them156 Tupuri refer to him. Last but not 
least,, they reinforce their claim by not acknowledging the presence of other users (and thus 
denyingg them their rights). 

Inn general, the Diamaré pulls at migrating Tupuri because of the nearness of the area. This also 
underliness their claim. There is no "non-Tupuri land" between their region of origin and this 
"emptyy space": it is the next step in the moving frontier. What is more, it is not the next step 
butt rather a step already taken. They perceive this region as 'their' land, from which the Fulbe 
havee driven them. "The [Tupuri] have controlled a much larger area than their current space, 
stretchingg out from the current Massa territory along the Logone. via the current district of 
Guidiguis.. to the Mundang region of Lara in the West." (Boulet 1984: 140). Feckoua (2002: 

IMM The higher level (regional) authorities gain financially by a continuation of the conflict, because conflicting 
partiess have to buy their involvement every year 

IMM See Fisiy (1995). 
' ""  Customary law should have its place in the whole legal system, according to Camerooruan laws (see ch. 4) 
1?f'' As in the cases of the three study settlements that get their authorisation from the sub-prefect of the involved 

sub-departmentt (Moulvoudaye) 
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3)) also includes Kolara. Horlong and Daram in "the traditional Tupuri land". Indeed, many 
Tupurii  clan and family members have already preceded the settlers in the direction described. 
Whenn the French colonial masters had succeeded pacifying the centre of the Far North 
Provincee around 1930-1935. Tupuri again started to come to this area. In short. Tupuri do not 
perceivee their shift to the Kolara and Kobo bush as an invasion of other people's 'niche'. Even 
thosee that do not refer to age-old rights highlight the right to clear fields in the "empty" bush. 
Thiss corresponds perfectly with their customary rules. Moreover, after the year-long Pilot 
Projectt Mindif-Moulvoudaye. nobody is using the described area. 

"I"I  have beert Matching the bush for years, but was not allowed to use it. Now I am going to use it 
likelike my ancestors did before me. When somebody clears a forest that is nobody's, afterwards the 
landland is his. Do you see any signs of habitation here? So it is clear, isn 't if? "1<7 

Apartt from expressing their claim to the members of their own ethnic group, to outsiders and 
too encountered cattle keepers, the settling Tupuri voice it to authorities. In the complex 
Camerooniann situation of different chiefs, they choose the parties that are. or have to be, on 
theirr side, and they ignore the chiefs and civil sen ants that may come up with counter argu-
ments.. Referring to the Cameroonian land laws they not only claim their rights to the bush in 
talkss with the sub-prefect, they also claim that it is his duty to protect their lifes. homes and 
fieldss there. 

Andd they succeeded with this strategy. Although the sub-prefect of the region declared to 
thee herders that he did not want any new settlements in the bush158, he did not do anything to 
implementt this decision. On the contrary, he allowed new settlers to come in. he allocated 
chieftainciess for new settlements and. last but not least, it turned out he himself obtained fields 
inn the newly cleared areas15". 

5.66 Counter-assertion and conflict: Box 3 

Whenn Tupuri settle in the bush area and claim it to be their right, there would be no problem 
iff  other users would withdraw and acknowledge this right straight away (or if there weren't 
anyy other users at all). From the explanation above (section 4 and 5), we can conclude that the 
invadingg Tupuri themselves do not have the intention to withdraw again (except perhaps some 
individualss who cannot cope with the water shortage). They even do not have the idea that they 
invadedd somebody else's area160. 

However,, they did (and do) invade someone else's area. The pasture is already in use by 
severall  others. With the onset of the rainy season cattle keepers in the Yaéré floodplain escape 
thee incoming water and the accompanying flies and search the higher and dryer lands of the 

Thiss is a free medley of citations from several respondents in the settlements of Domo and Yameda. With such 
remarkss they deny the existence of nomad camps in the bush 
Whenn some of the herders came to him in 1995 to complain about the occupation of their campsites, he 
statedd that the cultivators could stay until after the harvest (otherwise it would be a loss of effort and seed). 
butt that afterwards they had to leave 

]"'' See also Van der Ploeg (2001: 40). 
I6""  With that this situation is slightly different from that suggested in the VoE diagram, but it only makes the case 

moree clear. With their perception of ownership of the bush_ their claim of rights becomes stronger 
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Diamaréé between Mindif. Guidiguis and Moulvoudaye1* 1. Most of these "other' users do not 
withdraww either. On the contrary, the moment other users spot the new settlers, they also start 
too claim the bush as theirs. Then, when both (or more) parties continue to underline their 
access,, use or even ownership rights to the same piece of land, a conflict situation arises {Box 
33 of the VoE diagram). Thus, to make it possible to define the situation as a conflict situation, 
moree has to be known of the counter-party's perceptions, options and actions. 

Inn this case, the 'other users' are made up by a wide range of cattle herders. They fall into 
threee sub-groups. Using ownership of the herd as a denominator, the first group consists of cat-
tlee owners of the Diamaré villages. These can be called 'local cattle owners'. The second group 
consistss of all the different cattle nomads who use the Diamaré as a rainy season resort. Most, 
iff  not all. of them find their dry season grazing lands in the Yaéré floodplain of the Logone. 
Thee third group consists of rich cattle owners in town (for the Diamaré this is mostly Maroua 
orr Kaélé). who send their cattle with paid herders into the grazing lands. Most of these paid 
herderss are the sons of village cattle owners or of nomads. 

5.6.11 History of the pasture lands 
Beforee 1978. the whole region was occupied by an extended bush in which cattle keepers 
(nomadicc and settled) could herd their livestock and in which new cultivators could start fields. 
Manyy people claim that in former times the Diamaré plains of Mindif could be used for cattle 
grazingg all year round. Whether or not that is true (after all. water availability is a problem), it 
wass big enough to combine different types of use. 

Whenn the project 'Mindif-Moulvoudaye' began (see Box 5.2), agriculture was prohibited in 
aa large part of the area for. From 1978 to 1993 (or longer) the 'Kolara grazing bloc' was exclu-
sivelyy used for cattle grazing, with the exclusion of cattle of nomads. The number of cattle did 
increase,, however, because "[the project] has encouraged local herdsmen to herd the cattle of 
largee owners from Mindif and Maroua" and "cattle owners [from a large surrounding region] 
leadd their large herds towards the project zone." (Van den Berg 1997: 90-91). 

Thesee years of pasture scarcity as far as the nomads were concerned did not result in any 
moree clashes between nomadic cattle keepers and agriculturalists on the lands that were not in 
usee as project area, such as the territory of Guidiguis. Horlong - a village just south of (and 
moree or less surrounded by) Kolara162 -. or Gadjia. the adjacent village to the west, that were 
usedd as a resort161. There were also no real attempts by nomads or cultivators to invade the proj-
ectt areas, although control by official officers would have been difficult. Because the rules 
weree clear (set by project administration together with government and Fulbe authorities and 
alsoo backed by the project structure and the government) it seems that nobody had the need to 
questionn them. Several chiefs - Fulbe cattle owners themselves - in surrounding villages tried 
too implement the same rules, as these were profitable for local cattle owners. 

1611 According to Van der Ploeg (2001: 52) the number of nomad household heads in the research area is 250 dur-
ingg the rainy season (based on his interviews and information of the veterinary services) 

1(1(''22 See Figures 5.2 and 5.5. 
1611 Between 1977 and 1981, the time of onset of the Mindif-Moulvoudaye project, sixteen (28 °o| of the 58 

respondentss changed campsites to Horlong. Gadjia or Guidiguis and eight (14 %) to other places Between 
19777 and 1990. a total of twenty-five respondents (43°o) changed to the three territories mentioned They did 
nott all come from the grazing blocs of the project and some of them changed their campsite again before the 
endd of the project 
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Ass soon as the project ended, nomads again started to come to the area. They were still 
awaree of the stories of their fathers and grandfathers (or sometimes remembered their own 
experiences)) of the good and undisturbed pastures "in the Mindif bush". They wanted to use 
theirr age-old rainy season pastures and camps. At the same time the scouts of the new groups 
discoveredd the region, attracted by information that was spreading concerning an area that had 
remainedd untouched for over a decade and by their own observations there. The different trans-
humancee groups that roam the Diamaré plains are mostly of Fulbe descent, together with some 
Choaa Arabs and certain herders of other ethnic groups'64. Most of these Fulbe are categorised 
ass belonging to the "Fulbe nomads" lineage in general (e.g. sub-group Fulbe Wofla. Fulbe 
Mare,, Alidjam or Adanko'en). others are part of different ancestor groups, such as the Fulbe 
Bagaarmii  (sub-group Kesou'6?). the Fulbe Yirlaa'be (sub-group Yillaga) or Fulbe Wolaarbe 
(sub-groupp Ba'a)166. 

Agriculturalistss also rediscovered the bush. Soon some cultivators from surrounding vil -
lagess began to clear a small area of fields. These were easily avoidable at first, as large parts 
off  the bush still remained usable for grazing and for cattle tracks, but gradually the numbers 
off  fanners increased, later to be followed by actual settlements. 

5.6.22 Environmental domain 
Physicall  basis 
Thee Diamaré bush with its savannah shrubs and trees grows on the badly permeable Planosol-
likee soils, the clayey-sandy Cambisols and the remaining Vertisols and colluvial soils that have 
nott (yet) been cultivated by human populations. Vegetation differs with the soil composition 
andd can change quickly over a short distance. On the more sandy surfaces, tree vegetation is 
dominatedd by several Acacia species. Faidherbia albida and Tamarindus itidica (De 
Steenhuijsenn Piters 1995: 42). and Anogeissus leiocarpus. Scleroca/ya birrea and Guiera sene-
galensisgalensis (Boutrais 1984: 53). Where clay is more important especially Acacia seyal and 
BalanitesBalanites aegyptica can be found (id). Fotius (2000: 31-32) mentions the presence of 
PiliostigmaPiliostigma reticulata, and in the herbaceae sphere: Pennisetum pedicellatum. Echinochloa 
obtusiflora,obtusiflora, and several Andropogon and Chloris species. The broad diversity offers rich nour-
ishmentt for livestock. 

Inn principle, this area is fully equipped for grazing and foraging, with its natural abundance of 
herbs,, shrubs and trees. However, because of over-use. the quality of the vegetation is not as good 
ass it should be. Even in the 1970s several extension workers noticed the degradation. For that 
reasonn the Mindif-Moulvoudaye Pilot Project was started (see Box 5.2). During the project peri-
od,, grazing blocs were able to recover but the pressure on other parts of the bush increased. There 
aree places where all perennial grasses are replaced by annual ones which generate fodder of a 
lowerr quality. After the end of the Project, a difference in quality could indeed be observed 
betweenn the former grazing blocs and the rest of the Diamaré. Twenty percent of the respondents 
explicitlyy state that they came (back) to the grazing blocs because of the good bush quality167. 

UyiUyi During the research in the bush we encountered representatives of thirteen different Fulbe sub-groups (some 
off  these again sub-dmded according to their own classification) and herders from four other ethnic groups 

"''' According to Seignobos (2000c) the Kesou Fulbe have more or less taken over Arab customs 
1666 For an extended genealogical tree of the Fulbe groups in North Cameroon, see Seignobos (2000c) 
""  See also Ligthart (1993) about the perception of over-grazing in the Diamaré 
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Withh regard to the hydrology of the area, people declare that it is less secure than in the past. 
Ihee unpredictability of rains is increasing (or so people say)16*. Since the 1970 and 1980 
droughts,, old rainfall patterns have not been restored. The year total of precipitation has not 
reachedd the 1960s levels and nomads have to stay further south than they used to (Zborowski 
1996).. Also the length of the rainy season is less predictable"". This means that the herds can-
nott arrive in the Diamaré the moment their herders would like (and have planned), because no 
re-growthh has yet taken place. In 2001, for example, after an early start of the rains in April . 
theyy stopped again up until the second half of July. The nomads who came from the Yaéré. 
wheree the dry season pastures were exhausted, got stuck on their way. Failing rainfall causes 
aa decrease in bush vegetation and the quality thereof. According to Gaston (1996) the protein 
contentt and the digestibility of the fodder particularly decreases. Indeed, ten percent of respon-
dentss point out that the amount of grass and the quality thereof is far lower than is necessary, 
bothh inside and outside the former grazing blocs'70. 

Anotherr problem of the diminishing rains, mentioned by the herders, is the speed with 
whichh water for drinking purposes for humans and livestock runs out. In the course of the dry 
season,, they have to leave the area earlier because of a lack of drenching water, although the 
numberr of water holes is higher than before the project activities started17'. In the rainy season 
off  2001 (July - October) thirty-three percent of respondents indicated a lack of water points 
forr their cattle. 

Tryingg to maintain or increase the quality of cattle food by investing in the quality of the 
bushh and the production or purchase of fodder is something the nomads never considered. 
Theirr way of lif e was to move with the rains. Nowadays, several young men talk about range 
cattlee keeping. They have heard of the methods of "the white" and of their kinsmen in the 
Northh Province and Adamawa. who fence in their pastures and treat them with fertilisers or 
soww grass seeds. The fences are used to ensure that no more TLU are allowed than the carry-
ingg capacity of the land. 

Densityy of cattle and people 
Indeed,, the number of cattle seems to constitute a problem in the region. Part of the cause is 
thee southern drift of nomads because of the generally low precipitation. Another reason for the 
increasee in cattle density in the southern Diamaré is the increase of rich town people who 
investt in herds and send them into the bush with a paid herder172. Present nomads complain 
aboutt an increase in number of cattle in comparison to the past. On the one hand they also refer 
too the new herds of town or village-based owners while, on the other hand, they explain that 
thee numbers of cattle per person are increasing as well. Table 5.6.1 shows the percentages of 
respondentss with a certain interpretation of the origin of increase (or decrease) of cattle num-
berss in the bush. 

"**  See also Njomaha (2004). 
'"""  See chapter 4 
'' " But it applies more outside since the former grazing blocs are still preferred as pasture 
r]r]  One of the goals of the project was the construction of water-wel Is and artificial lakes, to cover the whole area 

Partt of this plan has indeed been implemented 
'""  Personal communication by the Provincial Head of the Veterinary Service in Maroua January 2003 See also 

Vann den Berg (1997: 90-91) 
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TableTable 5.6.1 Percentage of respondents (n 5S) that thinks the change of cattle numbers in the bush is clue 
toto certain categories of owners. 

Cattlee increase Cattlee decrease 

Cattle e 
in n 

general l 

00 o of respondents 60 

Cattlee Cattle Cattle Cattle 
off  town of of of 
basedd village in- respon- nomads 

ownerss habitants dents in general 

64 4 17 7 52 2 

Cattlee Cattle Cattle 
inn of of 

generall  respon- other 
dentss owners 

10 0 0 0 

Thee same cattle increase is perhaps causing the increase in the number and size of hordes that 

iss ment ioned by ten percent of the nomadic respondents. 

Thee increase in cattle number owned by nomads is partly due to an increase in the number 

off  nomads themselves. Forty percent of the respondents agree with the idea that the total num-

berr of nomads is rising. The increase in numbers of cattle nomads is made up of members of 

ethnicc groups and clans that have already visited the region for ages as well as of members of 

ethnicc groups that are new to the area. For example. 17 % of respondents referred to an 

increasee in the number of nomads from Nigeria171 during the last few years174. 

Lan dd availabilit y 

Thee increase in cattle herders and their herds leads to a reduction in the amount of surface avail-

ablee per user. Until recently, the bush was regarded as enormous and 'never ending'. Nowadays, 

onlyy five percent of respondents state that one has to move in the event of problems: "The bush 

iss big enough". It has to be said that the percentages of respondents with an interpretation of 

decliningg bush availability differs according to the approach taken when discussing the (prob-

abilityy of) decline175. Also the percentages that give a certain reason for the decline differ. Table 

5.6.22 gives a sort of aggregate percentage per category of causes. 

TableTable 5.6.2 Percentage of respondents with a certain idea about the reason of bush surface decline 

Tooo much Too much Too much Fields on Fields too Too much 
cattlee new fields in camp sites dispersed cultivators 

settlementss general 

%% of respondents 24 4 12 2 28 8 22 2 36 6 

Thee Awalme and the Sou-en groups (Source: interviews in Diamaré bush. July-November 2001). 
Alsoo the numbers of Shoa Arabs in the Diamaré are increasing They form the majority in the uppermost part 
off  the province, where they have settled to cultivate and to fish. However, more and more cattle keepers among 
themm come to the south during the rainy season. 
Forr example, discussing the opportunities of children results in other percentages that consider the bush as not 
beingg limitless as regards time: in a general talk about the problems of life as a nomad, three quarters of the 
respondentss explain that the bush is already too small these days, but only 64 °0 think that their children will 
bee confronted with the limits of the bush In addition to this. 32 °o think there will never be a bush shortage 
forr their own herd and 24 ° o are of the same opinion for all herds in general 
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Off  all the respondents. 22 percent have already encountered crop damage problems with cul-
tivators.. 42 % indicated that they have changed the site of their rainy season camp because of 
fieldss or settlements on the spot or too nearby, as a result of which damage could occur too 
easily. . 

Thee quantity of land for grazing is diminishing in the whole of the Far North Province because, 
duee to general population growth, more land is being used for compounds and settlements and 
moree and more cultivators are using former grazing lands for fields. The Diamaré south-east 
off  Maroua is a kind of last resort for cattle grazing during the dry season. Thus, as has been 
alreadyy mentioned, even if the number of cattle per person had stayed the same (which is not 
thee case), the amount of land per cattle keeper and per cattle in the Diamaré would have 
declined. . 

Thee amount of grazing land for a certain person or group can be maintained by safeguard-
ingg the access to (and use of) land. Theoretically this can be done through the creation of 
rangess (as in the Adamawa region) or by making agreements with authorities and/or other 
userss about the delimitation of pasture areas and trekking routes to and from those areas and 
too and from water points. 

Somee village cattle keepers have taken State law as a departure and 'developed* a certain 
piecee of land because this enables them to obtain 'ownership rights*176 (see below: land allo-
cationn rules). This development is very moderate: a simple delineation, cutting of some trees, 
administeringg of a bit of fertiliser and (more interestingly for their cattle) the start of the dig-
gingg of a water well. 

Itt is also possible to search for more secure territory in other places. This means the VoE 
diagramm would re-start at box 2. but in another area. In a way this is indeed what happens: 
severall  owners send (part of) their herd to the south, where more grazing space seems to be 
present,, now that tsetse flies have been eradicated or are at least being kept in check (by open-
ingg up the bushy habitats of these flies for agriculture and using more and more chemical anti-
parasitics177).. Another possible destination is the grass fields of Chad in the east, now that the 
civill  war there has ended and security has increased. On the other hand, a southward move of 
herdss has also been taking place in Chad since the early 1970s together with the absence of 
properr rainfall recovery. As a result, also there cattle density in the useable areas is increasing 
(Dee Bruijn and Van Dijk . pers. comm. 2003). 

Calorifi cc needs and availabilit y 
Tablee 6.4.1 (see below) shows the number of cattle per respondent. This provides a basis for 
thee calculation of available calories versus what is needed. According to Dietz et al (2001: 
198)) to subsist on milk and meat of a herd 3 TLU (= four zebu) is needed per capita. In the 
Diamaréé the mean nomadic household of 2.1 adults and 4.7 children needs slightly more than 
277 cattle. Because the average number of cattle per herder is 118. this means that, on average, 
thee calorific needs of a household can be met by the herds. 

766 This was a tactic used by several Fulbe cattle owners, especially in Gadjia. in the Daram terntory which is 
adjacentt to the study area. 

'77 See Boutrais (1999). 
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However,, there is a difference in the situations of owners, herders who herd for their fathers 
(orr wider family) and those that herd more commercially. Off-take to meet calorific needs is 
normall  for the first two categories. The third category has to explain all losses to their bosses. 
Thee normal yearly off-take to maintain the herd (older animals etc) cannot automatically be 
usedd by the herder. Everything depends on the conditions of his contract. Thus, it is difficul t 
too say anydiing about the calorific supply of the last group in relation to meat consumption. 
Onn the other hand, all of the herders herd more than three times the number of animals they 
needd in calorific terms (most even herd in excess often times more). This number of cattle pro-
videss enough calories even when only the milk is used178. 

5.6.33 Human domain 
Health h 
Accesss to hospital facilities is difficult for people deep in the bush, like the cattle nomads. On 
thee other hand, these people are used to travelling and covering large distances in a short time. 
Iff  they have cattle, they also have (access to) money to pay bills. However, most of them are 
nott used to these modern facilities. They prefer the possibilities that the bush offers with regard 
too traditional medicine: they know what they need, they know where to fmd the different ingre-
dientss and they know how to administer them (both for themselves and for their cattle). 

Thee general health situation (amount of illnesses and precocious deaths, for example) is no 
differentt than for other groups of the population in the Far North. The mean age of respon-
dents,, as well as the upper range thereof is approximately the same as for the Fulbe and Tupuri 
off  the Diamaré villages17". Also the number of surviving children per household is approxi-
matelyy the same as for the village-based Fulbe180. 

Thee only problem the bush nomads encounter is access to drinking water. During their stay-
inn the Diamaré they depend on the rivers and pools that develop because of the precipitation. 
Inn the Yaéré. during the dry season, the situation is more difficult : no running rivers and no 
closedd wells, although some wells have been constructed there for the cattle keepers. This lack 
off  hygienic water constitutes a threat to the health of the nomads. 

Education n 
Inn general, the nomadic cattle keepers had not attended school. Neither the respondents them-
selves,, nor their sons, daughters nor wives have had any formal education. Some of them have 
beenn schooled in the Koran and try to make their children acquire the same proficiency. 
However,, when young boys have to look after the herd all day. it is difficul t for them to acquire 
ann education. Even Koran schooling is less than that of sedentarised Fulbe. 

Householdd heads try to enhance formal education levels of sons or "selfs' to make it at 
leastt possible to bargain with higher level authorities about their interests. They also hope to 
becomee more familiar with access routes to necessary information. Young men perceive their 
lackk of formal education as a setback compared to other Cameroonian citizens. They dis-

!7SS Even those respondents who do not own cattle, but herd for family members have enough cattle at their dis-
posall  to live from the milk 

puu The mean age of the nomad respondents is 46 years, the range is 19 -75. 
18<JJ In both cases, the household size is 6 8 (own observation June-July 2001) See also Van der Ploeg (2001: 71) 

aboutt household size 



191 1 

coverr that they have no access to higher positions which are occupied by the sons of agri-
culturalists.. Moreover, young men try to keep up with 'modern' life, contacting other young 
menn and asking for information wherever they can. However, the time spent on improving 
knowledgee about 'modern life*  is taken from time spent to learn typical cattle keeping capac-
ities.. Because of their situation between two cultures, they do not reach the level of profes-
sionalismm of days gone by, nor do they learn enough to make a profound impact on the other 
world. . 

Somee nomads try to send (some of) their children to school. This is usually only a success-
full  approach if they have relatives settled in the neighbourhood of a school where those chil-
drenn can be housed. For 'local cattle keepers" and city based owners, all sorts of investments 
andd especially that of schooling are far easier than for those that 'roam the wild lands'. 

5.6.44 Economic domain 
Farmm animals 
Althoughh in the Diamaré bush some nomad-groups can be found who are specialised in sheep 
herding"",, they are rare and. as a result, all the respondents in this study (n = 58) are cattle 
herders.. Twenty-eight of them (48 %) are not owners, but guard somebody else's cattle'8:. 
Thosee that herd on a commercial basis (not for family) gain a calf every 5 months. In the mean-
timee they use the milk produced by the cows. Most of the time necessities, such as cereals or 
cloths,, or saltlicks and medicines for the animals, are paid for by the owner. 

TableTable 5.6.3 Ruminant numbers per respondent (n = 58) 

Placee of keeping 
inn rainy season 

Diamaré é 

OtheTT places Chad3 

Cameroon n 

Cattle e 

Numberss Herds 

Meann / Range Mean 
respon-- over no / 

dentt resp. resp 

1188 5-500c 3.6 
422 3-100 1 
500 8-100 1 

Range e 
over r 

resp. . 

11 -6 

0 -2 2 
0 -2 2 

Goats s 

Numbers s 

Mean n 

per r 

resp p 

5.7 7 

n.av v 

Range e 
over r 

resp p 

11 -66 
n.av v 

Noo of 
keepers s 

20 0 
n.av. . 

Sheep p 

Numbers s 

Meann / Range No of 
resp.. keepers 

.__ .. 

166 2 - 60 40 

n.av.. n.av. n.av. 

•• = n = 3 
bb = none of these respondents (n = 6) has cattle further south 
'' = three respondents have less than 10 cattle to herd (two times owners, one time just a herder); 12 respondents 

havee more than 200 cattle (nine times owners and three times herders) 

Thee numbers of cattle owned and the sizes of herds in the care of herders or owners can differ 
enormously.. Most of the time small ruminants are also kept. See Table 5.6.3 for an insight into 
animall numbers. 

Forr example, certain Arab Choa groups. Fulbe Uudaa'en and Fulbe Baali (baali means sheep in Fulfulde). 
Fortv-twoo percent of non-owners herd the cattle of family (mostly fathers); fourteen percent thai of Kolara vil
lagerss and forty-four percent of town-based owners 
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Ass more than 60 % of respondents explain, prices of cattle, meat and milk are very unstable. 
Pricess change throughout the year in line with the ebb and flow of the abundant and meagre 
seasons.. In addition these prices change over the years as the macro situation (partly defined 
byy climatic parameters) determines the de facto supply in cities and towns and thus demands 
inn specific areas of the country. According to Van den Berg (1997: 82-83) the rich village-
basedd cattle keepers use the money from the sale of cattle at a profitable moment to increase 
theirr agricultural production, after which they can increase their herd size again181. For nomadic 
cattlee keepers, such selling and repurchasing of cattle to invest in agriculture in the meantime 
iss not an option. In general they do not want to sell, but they have to in order to buy necessi-
tiess such as cereals'84. Some of them try to speculate a bit with their cattle (see Table 5.6.4). 
althoughh mostly out of need due. for example, to illness in the family. If possible, they buy 
backk later: "You have to buy when you have sold, and if you have money". 

TableTable 5.6.4 Percentage of respondents that sold or bought cattfe in 2000 and 2001 and the number thereof 
perper person that bought or sold. 

2000 0 
2001 1 

--
%of f 

respon--
dents s 

86 6 
93 3 

Cattlee sold 

-- — 
Mean n 
cattle e 

soldd per 
'seller' ' 

5.9 9 
6.2 2 

--
Rangee of 

cattle e 
sold/ / 
'seller' ' 

11 -20 
11 -20 

--
%% of 

respon--
dents s 

thatt bought 

31 1 
39 9 

Cattlee bought 

—— — 
Mean n 
cattle e 

bought/ / 
'buyer' ' 

1.7 7 
4.5 5 

--
Rangee of 

cattle e 
bought/ / 
'buyer' ' 

11 -5 
11 - 10 

%of f 
respondents s 

that t 
boughtt and 
soldd in the 
samee year 

29 9 
38 8 

Ass the Table shows, almost all the people who bought cattle had first sold cattle in the same 
year.. Normally cattle herds increase thanks to the arrival of new-born calves. 

Forr all cattle keepers the biggest risk to their jobs is the loss of cattle. This can be due to 
diseasess or accidents. Even the police can pose a threat, because they can confiscate cattle if 
ownerss are accused of a criminal act or of damaging fields. One of the other problems experi-
encedd during the last couple of years is the increase in cattle theft. Most of the time this occurs 
duringg the dry season in the Yaéré. but it influences the total strategies of cattle keepers. In 
answerr to those thefts, herders have to operate in larger groups (see "social domain") and even 
havee to carry weapons. "Without them you are too vulnerable", they say. 

Thee cattle keepers complain about the difficulty of maintaining the health of their animals. In 
Junee and July 2001, all the herders referred to the poor health status of their herds. "Don't you 
seee how thin they are?" This is partly a temporary phenomenon which occurs each year at the 
endd of the dry season and which was aggravated in 2001 by the prolonged drought period. But 
itt is partly due to the improper veterinary situation, they say. A better health status would help 
too enhance the efficiency co-efficient of the herd and thus decrease the pressure on the graz-
ingg lands. However, the herders do not see any possibilities for achieving this. 

Withh that the difference between nch and poor village inhabitants increases. 
Moritzz (2003) stated that commoditisation of cattle by Fulbe cattle-keepers is a century old phenomenon 
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Veterinaryy sen ices and medicines are expensive and not easily accessible18'. People com-
plainn that vaccination prices are too high. And, as mentioned before, vaccination is used as a 
wayy of taxing the owners because they have to pay per head of cattle186. 

Inn addition, herders say they also have to pay for the right to use the pastures. At least half 
off  the respondents paid 10.000 Fcfa per herd to the community in whose territory they arrived 
(mostlyy Moulvoudaye). Some pay to the lamido of Mindif or the lenran of the region (mostly 
Kolara).. Some people even pay several times, for example every time they pass the boundary 
off  a sub-district. There are differences in the price to be paid per herder, per region and some-
timess per receiving person"17. Only three of the respondents have (once) refused to pay. and for 
onee of them that resulted in imprisonment. Sixteen percent even explain that it is impossible 
nott to pay. although they can only imagine the repercussions'*8. On the whole, the herders have 
noo clear idea about the financial obligations. 

TableTable 5.6.5 Cattle loss in 2000 and 2001: reasons and numbers (n cattle = 6856; n respondents = 58) 

Diseasess Thiefs Other ieasons 

Respon-- Cattle Resp with Cattle Range Respon- Cattle Resp. Cattle 
dentss with ill dead dead dead cattl / dents stolen involved involved 
illl  cattle cattle resp. struck 

Numberss 28 245" 22 211 0 - 85b 7 16 6 12' 

'' = different diseases are mentioned; often (also) milk-production is decreased 
bb = one owner lost 85 cattle; the rest lost a maximum of 10 cattle 
cc = five cattle of one owner were taken by the police; seven cattle of five owners/herders died after, for example, 

theyy fell into a hole. 

Non-agricultura l l 
Non-pastorall  types of jobs or income are hard to imagine for the nomadic cattle keepers. The 
cattlee are their lif e and their whole culture is based on the cycle of the trekking to and from dry 
seasonn grazing lands and the production of cakes and milk. There may be rich 'el Hadji's' 
(Muslimss who made the holy pilgrimage to Mecca), who are also big traders, but the mer-
chandisee is. again, cattle. 

Forr the rich town-based cattle owners cattle are an economic investment. They earn their 
moneyy with other activities, such as big trade or high governmental positions. They do not 
guardd their herds themselves, but always hire young men with some experience with cattle to 
herdd them in the bush. 

1S'' Too far away and if you arrive at a post more often than not the personnel is not there, they say. 
mm It would help if tax per head of cattle was abolished to make more people immunize all their cattle without fear 

off  a high tax bill. 
1811 Some respondents say they did not pay because the law an of Kolara said it was not necessary, while others 

mentionn their payment to the same lawan in addition to another amount of money in the Yaéré It was not pos-
siblee to son out whether they mixed up (state-based) tax payments with the different payments which existed 
inn the past that together made up a kind of "protection fees' (see Montz et al 2002) In the past, each camp 
sitee had to pay for 'over-night permission' (mostly to the regional lawan or lamido as the 'owner of the land'). 
Inn addition, the zakat. the Islamic tax to help the poor, had to be paid, mostly to the lawan 

1SSS They do not know others who refused and therefore have no expenence with what will happen 
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Thee settled Fulbe (in the villages) with a large herd have a kind of in-between position, 
becausee they not only want the cattle for economic purposes (as a banking system), but also 
forr sentimental reasons. To them cattle are a status symbol and part of their culture as well. For 
bothh town-based as well as village-based owners, the cattle are not their lives. They send 
herderss on transhumance with them when necessary, but stay at home themselves. When the 
herdss have to resort to (dry season) areas further away, the owners visit such locations to check 
thee herd and the herders, but even then they still only spend a minimum amount of time in the 
bush.. Of course it is convenient to have the cattle as close by as possible. For them the ques-
tionn is. therefore, is another banking system possible or is an (other) nearby and secure graz-
ingg area possible. The answer to the last question is "no'. Apart from several small bush patch-
ess spread throughout the region, the bush area in the Mindif-Moulvoudaye-Guidiguis triangle 
iss one of the last big savannah forests left in Cameroon, where herds can roam around without 
disturbingg too many agricultural fields. 

5.6.55 Social domain 
Forr both the improvement of pasture quality and quantity as well as for the economic position 
off  the herd, social linkages have to be built. Only when a group is strong enough can it per-
suadee important government agencies or influence the market. However, at such moments, the 
differencess between the different individuals may cause problems. For example, decisions 
aboutt which path of actions to follow meet with discords between the generations. It turns out 
too be impossible to develop one straightforward strategy. At that point the social fabric breaks 
down.. As a result, different investments are in conflict with each other. 

Familyy and friends 
Normallyy in the nomadic cattle keepers' tradition, sons remain within the social group of their 
fathers,, including after marriage, and herds are kept together as long as the number of cattle 
allowss shared grazing. Mostly, these sons guard the whole herd. If the father has more than 
onee group of cattle, more sons or (if these are not available) nephews or even paid herders 
havee to be charged with the job. The decreasing reliability of pastures means herds have to 
bee divided more quickly18" and then sons move away from their fathers at an earlier age. As a 
result,, distances between the generations grow. In the Yaéré and on the road from there to the 
Diamaré,, herds are clustered to increase security against bandits and ad hoc thieves. On the 
otherr hand, later on in the dry season, herds have to be divided to find enough fodder for the 
animals. . 

Althoughh nomads are thought to spend all their time in the bush, in reality the household 
headss (family fathers of a quite extended family of wives, children, and married sons and their 
wivess and children) spend their days at meeting places in villages and markets to keep up the 
tiess with other nomads of the same group. At the same time they keep informed about rainfall 
patternss in the rest of the Province, growth and quality of grasses elsewhere, prevalent cattle 
diseases,, cattle prices, new rules and threats and rumours related to their communities. Here 
theyy can maintain their social networks. While sons and grandsons look after the herd, the fam-
ilyy heads travel around and weave together the social fabric. Interviews in the bush had to be 
donee before they left to go to local centres not because, as they said, they had to buy some-

Seee also Gaston (1996). 
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thingg there {although they often did buy salt14", tea or sugar) but because they had to meet 
somebodyy or anybody. 

Political l 
Althoughh the family heads spend all their time building and maintaining the social capital, 
mostt nomadic cattle keepers do not dispose of strong ties with important higher level politi-
cianss or civil servants. As a group they arc not represented within the important institutions 
thatt have a say in the management of the bush. It is worse than it used to be. The increase of 
bushh encroachment by cultivators is connected to a decrease in their support for local author-
ities.. Apart from the decline in the legitimacy of Fulbe authorities versus agricultural groups, 
thee number of Fulbe authorities is now generally declining. Social linkages with higher level 
authoritiess are diminishing now that several of these civil servants" positions have changed 
fromm Fulbe (thus cattle-minded people) to Kirdi  persons. These two facts are having a nega-
tivee effect on the security of access and use of pasture areas. 

Landd allocation 
Accordingg to the nomads the bush belongs to nobody1"' and is free to use. They cannot stop 
newcomerss from roaming freely with their cattle. 83 % of respondents declare that all herders 
aree equal and that there are no rules governing use of the bush by cattle keepers. The only 
unofficiall  rule is that you should herd your cattle in a way that they do not mix with those of 
others.. Two or three individuals refer to some owners or a special ethnic group that invented 
thee rule that it was not allowed to pass right along the edge of the camp'g:. 

TableTable 5,6.6 Percentage of respondents that indicate a certain type of authority that has the power to decide 
aboutabout bush-use or water-use. 

Villagee 'Higher' Own Nomads Others Nobody No idea 
Lawann authority chiefs in general 

%% of respondents About bush-use 31 17 26 5 2 2 16 
Aboutt water-use 31*  0 2 3 12b 17c 35 

'' = half of these refer to artificial water points 
bb = mostly the 'Project' or the 'whites' are mentioned 
cc = most of the time this refers to rain water pools and nvers 

Onn the other hand, when asked about persons who have the authority to decide about the use 
off  the bush, 76 % of respondents referred to a specific person or authority1"1. There is no con-
nectionn between the ethnic group and the person indicated, nor between the person indicated 
andd the institute or person that is mentioned as the one to whom they have to pay for the use 

ww'' The Mindif-Moulvoudaye bush area does not have a natural saltlick, so the cattle-keepers supply their herds 
withh salt they have bought 

1"'' Except for two respondents (3 %) who think that "the lawan" is the owner 
'c';; In one case, several years ago. this was heavily contested by the other nomads. The violence only stopped 

throughh the intervention of the authorities A year later, herders were camped at other places 
|0'' Other options mentioned for decision power are: nobody, everybody, the own group or an older brother. 

Sixteenn percent of respondents just do not understand the question. 
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off  the pasture. Only the "own chiefs" that are mentioned are not referred to by members of 
otherr groups1"4. Sometimes the authority of the 'own' chief depends on the place: another 
campsitee and the area around it is managed by another chief. Table 5.6.6 gives the percentage 
off  respondents that indicate a certain type of authority that has the power to decide about the 
usee of the bush. Because the right to decide about water use can also be connected with land 
allocation,, the table also includes information about the ideas of respondents as to who is able 
too take decisions on the use of water. 

Althoughh thirty-three percent of the respondents indicate somebody who has decision power 
overr water-use. 84 % mention the absence of rules (sic!). The only rules that are discussed1"' 
aree those based on friendliness and mutual use: you should take care that others can reach and 
usee the water points like yourself. 

5.6.66 Discords and claims 
Inn general, the discords are more recognisable than the claims. An increasing number of cattle 
keeperss have had problems with cultivators in the bush due to damage caused by cattle. 
Althoughh fewer than half of the respondents were actually involved in crop damage during the 
yearss 2000 and 2001. almost everybody expressed his concern about the increase of these inci-
dents.. The same counts for the occupation of camp sites. Almost the whole nomadic popula-
tionn (90%) has encountered that problem. It has to be said, though, that half of the time the 
occupationn was performed by other (new) cattle keepers. But then, it was mostly solved peace-
fully :: "I t is shameful to fight with other nomads or to chase them away."l% From time to time 
thee encounters between cultivators and nomads result in quarrels and rows and sometimes 
evenn the gendarmes have to intervene. 

Claimingg the area is an important sub-strategy within the strategy of holding onto a certain 
areaa for grazing. For the nomadic cattle keepers in the Diamaré it is mostly an opportunistic, 
add hoc strategy, a reaction to individual invaders. Next to that, claiming is an expression of 
age-oldd rights that, until now. nobody has questioned. Within the claim, users refer to rules and 
laws,, namely their own rules and laws, although even those are not clear and are at least 
changeable,, as we have seen107. Nevertheless, the Cameroonian legal system recognises the 
rightss of communities to manage their land according to customary law1"8. For a lot of the cat-
tlee keepers this means that the local chief, for example the lawan of Kolara is the 'master of 
thee land*|gq when the bush falls within his territory and he decides what should be done with it. 

Inn practice, the cattle keepers of the Diamaré bush claim two different things. First, they 
assertt a general, communal right as a (diffuse) group to the whole bush. As has been stated 
above,, they say that everybody has the right to come to the bush and uses it as a pasture for 
hiss herds. They sometimes refer to the period and rules of the Pilot Project to stress their claim 

1,44 For example, village Imam are mentioned by members of a diversity of all interviewed groups, except 
Adanko-en,, 'own chiefs' are not mentioned by Yillaga. Houdda. Alidjam or Adanko-en 

' ""  Only 7 % of respondents mention these rules spontaneously. Thea from time to time, others agree, but with 
ann air of "this is so normal and obvious, why bother to mention it". 

''**  This or a variation on this remark was heard more than ten times 
1,77 The different groups of cattle keepers also have different rules and customs according to their ethnicity. 
1QRR See chapter 4 
'"""  As he is called by 22 ° o of respondents. 
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thatt the bush is grazing land. Surprisingly, the fact that the nomads were excluded during that 
periodd does not seem to make them refrain from this argument. It is the continuity of the area 
ass grazing land that they want to stress. They cannot afford to exclude the project period from 
theirr overview of "pastoral use for ages*. Al l former generations of nomadic pastoralists used 
thiss bush, they are using it now and their children wil l use it in the future. Even those whose 
familyy came here for the first time only a couple of years ago. refer to the general nomadic 
inheritance. . 

Thee second claim is that about their camp sites. The nomadic cattle keepers plead for a kind 
off  ownership of camp sites. Here the same type of rules are applied that can be found in the 
ownershipp rules over agricultural land, namely that he who uses first ('develops') becomes the 
owner. . 

Bothh claims are fiercely expressed to outsiders. Researcher, interpreters, extension workers, 
politicianss ... whoever talks with the nomads is told the story over and over again. "My fathers' 
fatherr already used this bush, this spot. He paid the lamido of Mindif to have access and pro-
tectionn here. This is specially meant to be pasture, especially for cattle ...It is OUR bush." 

Thee claim about camp sites is made against cultivators who are found at the spot. 
Sometimess the claim is made beforehand. The nomads know that (nowadays) they risk com-
ingg home from the Yaéré to find their places occupied. Therefore some of them tell the lawan 
thatt a certain campsite is theirs and ask him (whether or not underlined with money) to protect 
thatt area against intruders. Some others protect their possession with magic by putting a spell 
onn the spot that would deter newcomers. 

Whenn the cattle keepers find cultivators at their camp sites, they complain to the losvan or 
anotherr authority. Like the Tupuri they choose the person who they are pretty sure wil l back 
them.. The start of the Badadji neighbourhood between Daram and Kobo is a good example of 
thee opportunistic choice of authorities to be involved200. After the Tupuri settlers had asked for 
permissionn from the losvan of Kobo. who was certainly sympathetic (and indeed gave his per-
mission),, the nomads complained to the losvan of Daram. who was against the settlement and 
statedd that it was on his territory. Both losvans involved a higher authority: Kobo asked the sub-
prefectt of Moulvoudaye. and Daram asked the lamido of Mindif . Their opinion was clear 
beforehand.. When all the parties had finally descended to the spot to investigate boundaries 
andd the original campsite, etc.. the cultivators were already firmly settled and the sub-prefect, 
beingg the highest authority, decided they could stay: a "fait accompli"2'1. 

Nevertheless,, the nomadic pastoralists of the Diamaré region do not express their claim 
openlyy and publicly. They have not (as yet) organised a 'pressure*  group to stress their claim 
att a higher level. This they leave, as is their custom, to their representatives and the ones they 
considerr to be their (and the bush's) chiefs, like the losvan of Kolara. Most probably he is a 
goodd representative because he has his own interests in keeping the bush, namely because he 
hass a lot of cattle and he earns from the incoming nomads. He can be regularly found at the 
administrationn office in Moulvoudaye. where he tries to safeguard the interests of cattle keep-

:"',, Based on own interviews and information from Van der Ploeg (2001). 
:<l11 In fact he first said that the cultivators had to leave after the harvest. He explained that the Cameroonian gov-

ernmentt ("Biya". he said) did not allow the chasing of people from their fields after they had already sown A 
yearr later, however, he did not do anything (in time) to chase away the cultivators before they had sown. So 
hee gave them de facta permission to stay The nomads were even more frustrated because they had trusted the 
decisionn he took in the first year 
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erss of the Diamaré bush and. more specifically, those of his own territory. He uses the same 
argumentss as they do to claim the bush as a pasture zone, but he adds strategic arguments that 
aree related to the broader, even national, economy. 

Inn short, both cultivators and (some of the) cattle keepers perceive the area as theirs and come 
too assert rights to the area. These assertions can easily clash. 

5.77 Violence: Box 4 

Onlyy when (one of) the parties use forceful contending do actors arrive in the last box of the 
VoEE diagram: Box 4. Violence (see Figure 5.1). The influence of third parties therein can be 
substantial.. It is not yet possible to conclude that local elites or richer cattle keepers try to 
mobilisee the 'common" users to stand up for their rights and thus trigger revolts and violence. 
Itt seems as if they only trigger the controversy with their indecisiveness and corruption (and 
becausee they win by it). Each party can choose the authorities that back them to stress their 
point.. This widens existing divisions. On the other hand it is a risky undertaking because a year 
laterr the opinion of that authority may have changed (whether or not influenced by "gifts"). 

5.7.11 The use of force 
Contending:Contending: the use of threats 
Contendingg means trying to get your own wishes implemented without any regard to the wish-
ess and needs of others. For the Tupuri cultivators this means that they want the cattle keepers 
too continue using the bush only in those areas where they cannot disturb the settlements and 
fieldsfields of the cultivators202. They are not bothered by how these cattle keepers earn their living, 
wheree they have to herd their animals or where they have to live during the rainy season. As 
farr as the nomadic cattle keepers are concerned, contending would mean that Tupuri stop set-
tlingg and cultivating in the Diamaré bush. In theory both can be achieved by persuasion, threats 
orr straightforward violence, that is by beating or shooting to get rid of the others. 

Thee route to violence starts with threats. These are frequently used to avoid violence, but 
thenn only when the other party does not know the hidden agenda of the one that poses a threat: 
thatt he is not going to use violence. In general, threats that are repeated but never brought into 
actionn become meaningless. To give a threat more weight, from time to time you have to show 
yourr strength and make the other feel his vulnerability. Unfortunately, a person or a group that 
experiencess his weakness is inclined to invest in gaining strength and even in striking first 
becausee that is reported as generating an advantage. 

AA cattle keeper who threatens to attack a new settlement has to be sure that he appears to 
havee enough allies and that it is likely that the government cannot and wil l not interfere. 
Persuadingg the authorities goes hand in hand with such threats. In a broader sense, as well, the 
cattlee keeper has to do some "homework" before he threatens. Image building and spreading 
rumourss of strength are part of the game. For the Choa Arab nomads, for example, the home-
workk consisted of yearlong image building. Now everybody in the region is convinced that 

:" :: Agriculturalists are happy to see cattle in the bush because they spread dung. However, if there are too many 
cattle,, they cannot avoid the fields, cause damage to the crops and may lead to disputes with cattle-owners. 
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theyy are the strongest and most powerful cattle keepers in the bush. People think that this can 
panlyy be traced back to magic capacities. 

Duringg the field work I did not encounter anybody who actually had or was threatened with 
physicall  attacks to or by the other party. The only direct threats I came across were what can 
bee called "counter-threats". These are the kind of threats expressed as a "I f they.... then I..." 
Mostlyy these remarks were uttered by cultivators while fully engaged in the clearing of a bush 
parcell  and (thus) during the time the pastoralists were far away. But on the other hand, these 
threatss were accompanied by strategic details like: "I have already asked the five household 
headss on this side of the bush whether they would help me in case of..." and. "We can reach 
eachh other easily by yelling or with the big drum next to the djaoro's house and when we are 
needed,, we wil l come instantly with our machetes and spears to help our neighbours." 

Thee pastoralists also uttered threats against cultivators and settlers to the researcher in their 
absence.. Indeed, only four nomad respondents (7 %) made threatening remarks regarding their 
adversaries'' person. "When I find those fanners on my camp site, we wil l put a spell against 
thenr"'""  and "Then we wil l kil l them or wage war against them". 

Otherr types of threats occurred regularly, and these were also often personally expressed to 
thee adversary. These were aimed at property or territory of the other party. "I f 1 see those cat-
tlee again in my field I wil l get hold of them and eat them." Or, "Then I wil l follow the herder 
andd at night I wil l return, take his best cattle and bring them to my place." Most of the settlers 
whoo had some cattle damage in their fields (20 %) made similar statements - and not only to 
me,, as became clear in the encounters with the pastoralists. The cattle keepers reminded me 
againn and again of this aggressive stance of the cultivators2'". 

Thee pastoralists' threats focused mostly on chasing away new settlers once they had dis-
coveredd that these had founded their hamlets on rainy season camp sites. Especially those that 
hadd already moved several times - because of the project, new fields or new villages - (34 % 
off  respondents) expressed their annoyance at the new settlements. 

Inn addition to the chasing threat, they spoke of letting cattle into fields, but mostly this was 
nott so much a threat as a warning. The difference is that the second one is an expression of 
concern:: "We are willin g to avoid the fields, but if there are too many we can't. We explain 
beforehandd that, while trekking with our cattle from one grazing area to another, we have to 
passs through the fields." A warning belongs to the persuasion stage, but is less aggressive than 
thee threat. It therefore keeps the option of mutual problem solving wider open, and it does not 
raisee (or scarcely raises) the risk of counter-threats and (pre-emptive) attacks. In contacts with 
thee authorities it can help to underline your positive intentions and in the event of lawsuits 
aboutt crop damage it can help to minimise the penalty (reimbursement) to be paid. 

Threatss which refer to support from authorities is also a frequently used strategy. "I f you 
putt up your houses here. I wil l call the police and they wil l imprison you." Of course this is 
onlyy possible when the other party knows (or thinks) that the police are really on the side of 
thee 'enemy'. Threatening the authorities is also possible. In case of a conflict over new set-
tlements,, wherein the authorities are not yet clear about what to do. it wil l help when the set-

:'''' They talk about "a gn-gn" in general or "the elephants', what means that they will change themselves into 
thesee giants and destroy the farmers' fields (see also Van der Ploeg (2001) 

:<>**  Because most cultivators explained that there were no signs of former cattle camps or cattle in the vicinity of 
theirr new settlements, they could not and did not express threats to cattle owners that disturbed them in their 
neww hamlets 
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tierss express their decision to stay and "only go away dead." This can make the authorities 
refrainn from actions to chase the cultivators away, because then they are responsible for 
casualties. . 

Contending:Contending: the use of violence 

Thee use of violence can fall into the category of threat. Then it is short-term, non-responsive 
violence.. Indiscriminate cattle raids by cultivators to show that "this is not a sound place to 
herdd your animals'""' or the beating up of a lonely agriculturalist by young pastoralists to show 
thee reverse are clear examples. Unfortunately, these actions can be the start of more violence: 
revenge,, counter revenge etc. Although over the last few years, violent encounters have 
occurredd in the Diamaré plain between some young pastoralists and new settlers2"6, most of 
thesee are certainly more of an age old tradition connected to initiation rites of the pastoralists 
thann related to the increase of bush encroachment2"7. 

Thee most extreme of the contending strategies is the use of offensive violence. Yet. using 
thiss type of force (violence) also needs strategic action before hand. Now it is not enough to 
suggestt that all different aspects mentioned in a threat are at hand. If violence is to be used, 
thesee things actually have to be at hand. Weapons, allies and a thorough knowledge of the 
enemy'ss position and strength, as well as a willingness to either win or give in. are indispen-
sable.. Making sure government troops are either on your side, not willin g to interfere, or so far 
awayy that you have already gone by the time the police show up. is also necessary. Deciding 
onn all this depends on social networks, information and personal insight and calculation capa-
bilities.. In principle, weapons have to be purchased, so money is also needed. However, in 
practicee simple weapons, such as knifes and spears, are always available. Even the construc-
tionn of simple guns is an easy task (as we can see from the poachers in the nature parks: see 
Bauerr 2003). 

Thee threats already point towards possible moments of aggression. For agriculturalists the 
momentt at which to resort to violence can be an ongoing intrusion of herds into their fields and 
thee risk of yield loss without compensation. The costs and benefits of an attack are weighed up 
againn within a very short time span. One issue that is examined is whether all the preparatory 
actions,, as described above, have been properly implemented. The history of former yield loss-
ess caused by cattle and the reactions of cattle owners or authorities (and implementation of offi-
ciall  decisions regarding reimbursements) play an important role208. The numbers of the other par-
tiess at the spot and the chance of escalation (that is: how quickly can their reinforcements be 
there,, how many people from how far away wil l feel involved) are estimated, as well as the pres-

20!! This can also be related to cultural habits of 'stealing cattle from the Fulbe enemies'. In Tupuri society, this 
kindd of practice is still talked about as a heroic deed, although less openly in the case of current thefts. 

2066 In 1998, a small band of pastoralists rode with their horses into the village of Badadji and tried to get hold of 
"stolenn donkeys". The settlers defended themselves fiercely This resulted in some casualties. Asked about why 
theyy resisted the violence, the pioneers explained that on the one hand it was an instinctive reaction of defend-
ingg their property and. on the other hand, "i f you let those youngsters get away just like that, it would invite 
themm to more such actions" (see also Van der Ploeg 2001: 114-115). 

2"77 Several of the elder pastoralist household heads ("pères de familie") as well as one of their chiefs explained in 
detaill  the macho' habits of and mutual provocations between their sons. 

~~mm Both cultivators and pastoralists point out the differences between the different law am. Some (like the law an 
off  Kolara) have a heart for cattle keepers and will try to solve problems while keeping an eye on the interests 
off  nomads. Others, like the lawun of Kobo. favour the cultivators. 
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encee of allies, etc. Another factor is the position of a threshold for the use of violence2'". The age-
oldd controversies between Tupuri and Fulbe could be expected to have engendered a low vio-
lencee threshold when dealing with the Fulbe. However. I did not notice a difference in the ways 
thee Fulbe or the other nomadic cattle keepers were met. Fear for one's family or possessions can 
alsoo trigger the use of force. For example, one pastoralist reported being shot at by a cultivator 
thee moment he arrived at his former camp site that happened to be occupied by this farmer'". 

Forr pastoralists the turning point is perhaps reached when they again find their rainy sea-
sonn camp sites occupied, their paths to the pastures blocked and cultivators forcing them to pay 
reimbursementss to crop damage. Some are already in the Yaeré (that is even before they start 
theirr seasonal trek to the Diamaré) so hyped up that they are thinking only about those camp 
sitess and those settlers. On the other hand, within the pastoralist community, older family or 
groupp leaders are still the ones that decide on family strategies. This may lead to a diminution 
off  outright violence. More straightforward aggression wil l flare up when made promises are 
nott met. For example, when authorities suggest that they protect the bush but fail to do so. 
Whenn pastoralists' expectations are broken too frequently, they wil l start to rely on their own 
force,, with the idea that they are implementing governmental wishes. 

5.7.22 Escapes: can violence be avoided? 
Contending:Contending: the use of persuasion 
Persuasionn can be done directly. That means that one of the parties explains his standpoint to 
thee other and makes it understood, at least to a level that the other party gives in to the argu-
ments.. In this case both parties do not seem to be open enough for persuasion. On the contrary, 
noo party is trying to persuade his adversary. 

Nextt to the direct way. persuasion can also take an indirect form such as persuading enough 
authoritiess (and to a sufficient level) so that responsibility for handling the conflict becomes 
theirs.. For example, if the Tupuri settlers were to succeed in convincing the formal authorities 
thatt it is their right to clear the bush and set up villages, then (in theory) they can rely on those 
authoritiess to defend those rights. If the other party were to start attacks to chase them away, 
theyy would simply have to inform authorities at higher levels and sit back and watch the gov-
ernmentt use force against their "enemies'. In reality this is an insecure strategy as authorities 
appearr to be unreliable and, on top of that, the bush is far away from the police headquarters. 
Ann attack may have already caused irrev ocable disaster before outside help turns up. Although 
settlers,, especially the chief of Yameda. point out the responsibilities of the authorities, at the 
samee time they explain that they would never rely on them. "They acknowledge my position 
here,, so they should protect me against attacks. But they are so far away .... that is why we 
startedd here with at least four men. You are too vulnerable when you are alone".2" 

Off  course, persuading the authorities can also be used later in threats or even to generate 
moree legitimacy to use violence yourself. On the other hand some sorts of threats can be used 
too underline the persuasion (see above). 

:t""  Culturally speaking the Tupuri society is not a specifically violent or violence-rewarding one. Although they 
havee the reputation of being a fierce group, this is only the case when they have to defend themselves. 

"'""  Of course this can also be an example of a (rather violent) threat 
:""  It should be said, though, that this remark referred to bandits and cattle theft and not to organised attacks by 

pastoralistss with a view to assemng their rights 
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Yielding Yielding 

Althoughh herders did not want to state too clearly that they could easily yield, to me they quite 
oftenn explained that they still had other possibilities near the old camps and that relocating is 
thee nomads' way of life. Their chiefs are annoyed by the situation, especially when they have 
alreadyy had to move a number of times. However, as they say themselves. "We nomads are 
usedd to moving. We are always searching for the best spot for our cattle. If it is not here, then 
wee wil l go away." 

Thiss means they perceive the bush area not (yet) as terribly scarce. There is still pasture to 
bee found. Of course they were afraid that such remarks would make their position weaker. On 
thee other hand, they not only referred to other campsites nearby but also explained that they 
couldd go to Chad or Adamawa with their herds. Van der Ploeg (2001) mentions several Fulbe 
groupp leaders who first made a row about the occupation of their camp site, but afterwards 
withdreww to another spot. The law an of Kolara has already started a process of changing the 
locationn of his herd from the Diamaré-Logone region to the grazing lands of Ngaoundéré. by 
buyingg cattle there and selling them in the current location. 

ProblemProblem solving 

Thee last possibility would be to try to solve the problem. Solving the problem means finding 
aa way to use the bush to both parties*  satisfaction or at least in such a way that both parties can 
livee with it. perhaps in the form of a compromise. This may be based on mutual consensus or 
involvee an outside arbiter who just imposes his decision. Everybody says that the sub-prefect 
orr prefect should be the one to decide because it is he who represents "our father**  - president 
Biya.. In addition, this civil servant can bring in armed police if he wants to implement the 
delimitationn of a certain area or protect settlers from incoming bands of herders. However, he 
doess not seem to be neutral and has his own interests in the conflicts. Apart from that, the offi-
ciall  policy is not clear. State law seems to be controversial in itself. On the one hand it sup-
portss customary law (although it is not clear whether this means the law of the pastoralists or 
off  the cultivators) while, on the other hand, it supports the clearing of bush lands and thus new 
settlementss by cultivators. 

Ass long as authorities do not play a role as arbiters or. in a more positive way. mediators, 
partiess have to resort to other methods. Consensus can also be reached with or without the help 
off  others21'. To reach a consensus, meetings should fulfi l several conditions. Most of the time 
somee help from outsiders is indispensable in order to start and maintain the process or to sup-
portt an internal initiative. A consensus building process which has not been honestly organ-
ised,, which raises false expectations or which cannot meet theoretically feasible expectations 
cann as such be the trigger for aggression. A temporary solution like 'you may cultivate this 
bushh parcel until you have harvested' overlooks reality and is bound to favour cultivators while 
givingg pastoralists the impression they can rely on the authorities for their continuing use of 
thee bush. Such moves destroy the trust of the parties invoked in all sorts of authorities. 

Sociall  bonds are necessary within the two parties, as well as with surrounding 'mediators'. 
Relationss between negotiators and the rest of the two parties should be clear and honest. A 
(perhapss only very minimal) linkage between the two parties wil l help, as wil l a good infor-
mationn gathering and distribution system, etc. The consensus building process in the Diamaré 

:: These "others' need not necessarily be official authorities. 
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bushh has reached only a very preliminary phase. As one of the settlers in Yameda explained, 
aa meeting between cattle keepers and agriculturalists took place a year ago following an ini-
tiativee by one of the regional NGOs. However, so far this has not resulted in anything con-
structive.. In general, agriculturalists and pastoralists say they are willing to participate in a 
"bushh platform". 

Thus,, a growing - but not yett overt - scarcity of land is causing irritations to grow. In the absence 
off  proper management, the parties are trying to bend reality to suit their different purposes. 
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