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Babaa Deli: moving borders, moving opinions 

"Youu see these riverbeds? These used to be the boundaries of the grazing area. You see the 
millett field on the pasture side of these riverbeds? Its position asks for crop damage by cattle, 
don'tt you think? And you see these poles that indicate the new boundaries? Can you see how 
theyy have ruined them and tried to pull them out?" Yes I can see it all and I can see the differ-
entt ways in which different users here try to claim rights to the land. 

Thee vast territory of Dzambou, a Kapsiki village on the plateau in the middle range Mandara 
Mountainss of the Far North of Cameroon (see Figure 6.1). has always been used for two differ-
entt purposes, namely agriculture and cattle grazing. Apart from the fallow lands between the 
fieldss being used for cattle, a specific area was more or less set aside as a pasture reserve. For 
approximatelyy ten years, however, several agriculturalists have been cutting trees and bushes in 
thiss zone to make space for new fields. Another group of Dzambou inhabitants are contesting 
thiss invasion heavily and are trying to formalise the status of the grazing lands. Decisions by the 
authoritiess regarding the boundaries of the pasture reserve and on the related user rights have 
mett with resistance. Nevertheless, the Dzambou agriculturalists do not see the authorities as their 
adversaries.. Instead they blame their pro-pasture co-inhabitants for manipulating the circum-
stancess in their favour while disregarding the farmers' interests. More than once, pro-pasture 
Dzambouu villagers and pro-field inhabitants have clashed with each other over crop damage, the 
crossingg of boundaries or the delineation of these boundaries as such. Feelings are running high-
err and higher and somewhere in the future a real conflict can be expected. 

Inn this chapter I focus on the analysis of this conflict by explaining the behaviour of Kapsiki in 
reactionn to insecurities and (perceived) options in the studied region. The description will fol-
loww the steps of the VoE diagram in chapter 2 (see Figure 6.2). Thus, after an historical overview 
thatt is important to understand some of the influencing factors. I start an investigation into the 
insecuritiess facing the agriculturalists. In the third section I explore their different options for 
improvingg their situation. Thereafter I will focus on the specific investment described in Box 2 
off  the schema, namely intrusion into another niche, in this case intrusion into the former pas-
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turee area. The fifth section describes the claims of the cultivators to this new area. Subsequently, 
inn order to pinpoint the conflict (Box 3 of the schema), the focus wil l be on the opposing party. 
Theirr insecurities, their options for overcoming these, and their claims are described in section 
6.6.. I end this chapter with a description of options and motivations of both parties to resort to. 
orr refrain from, violence (box 4 of the VoE model). 

FigureFigure 6.1 Mandata Mountains and plateau 
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FigureFigure 6.2 VoEVoE diagram 
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6.11 Background: history of the region 

Dzambouu is a rural vil lage on the plateau of the middle range Mandara Mountains of the Far 

Northh of Cameroon (see figure 6.2). It is inhabited by one ethnic group: the Kapsiki. According 

too Van Beek (1981) the oral history of the Kapsiki distinguishes two different areas of origin. 

Onee is the Nigerian village Babere. more than 200 km to the South-West. The other is the area 

off  Gudur. in the East, between Mokolo and Maroua1. This eastern area of origin corresponds 

withh the findings of Boulet (1984: 138) regarding their descent from the Mofu who came from 

thee east (although further away). Generally speaking, the more northern Kapsiki. lik e those of 

Mogodé.. Vité and Rhumzu. can trace their origins back to the Gudur area:. The more southern 

ones,, like those of Rhumsiki and Sir. say they arrived from the west. Van Beek (1981: 118) con-

cludess that the majority of Kapsiki villages certainly existed before the 19t n century, and the 

mostt important migrations most probably took place before the start of the 18t n century. This 

Thee Kapsiki society is divided into two castes: the blacksmiths (who also have an 'undertaker' role) and the 
rest.. Ongin stones of the two groups differ The Kapsiki blacksmith are most probably all of Sukuru origin, in 
thee north because that is where the centre of the iron operation was. Sukuru-founders are said to originate in 
thee east (Gudur); see Van Beek (1981) 
Vann Beek (1981) points out that the Northern Kapsiki may mention Gudur as an origin area because of the 
importantt religious role Gudur plays in the Kapsiki culture (like the Mecque of the Islam, the people 
explain)) He is therefore more sure about the truth of the origin stones of the blacksmiths of the Kapsiki, than 
off  non-blacksmiths 
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correspondss with the migration time of the "course of the seventeenth century" mentioned by 
Boulett (1984: 138). Arriving in the Mandara Mountains, newcomers mingled with the 
autochthonouss population to form their present ethnic group, long before the Fulbe conquered 
thee region. 

Becausee discords developed in the study area between two groups from the same village 
andd the same ethnic group, it is not so much the settlement history of the whole district and the 
relationn with other incoming groups that have to be clarified. I therefore focus on the history 
off  the village itself. 

Thee settlement's origins can be traced back over several generations, when Kapsiki peo-
plee started to descend from the hilltops in the south, where they had sought shelter from the 
slave-raidingg Fulbe conquerors (see chapter 4). First, in a period that was still dangerous, they 
onlyy started to cultivate the fertile soils of the plateau. Depending on the energy and bravery 
off  the men involved, more or less extended areas were cleared and set aside for future off-
spring. . 

FigureFigure 6.3 Settlement pattern and neigbowhoods ofDzambou 
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Whenn the general security situation improved because of the colonial control, the first bush-
clcarerss brought their wives and children trom the overcrowded origin area of Sir. a rocky hill-
top,, to the plateau and started to live in their fields. Later, whole groups of families descend-
ed,, following the example of the first clearers. and they also established fields and houses on 
thee plateau. 

Thee genesis of the village neighbourhoods more or less followed a pattern of radial expan-
sionn northwards, in steps corresponding with semi-circles. Some individuals came down to the 
mostt northern part (Tchibi) first and moved back to the in-between area only later (see Fig. 
6.3).. The result of this expansion pattern is that the inhabitants of the outer area feel more 
brothershipp ties with the inhabitants of the corresponding (radial) part of the inner area than 
withh other neighbouring 'pie-pieces'. The fact that the most eastward part of the inner circle. 
Oudava.. belonged until recently to the village of origin. Sir. and is now an independent village 
meanss that bonds between people cut across these village boundaries. 

Todayy Dzambou consists of one small neighbourhood (Tchibi. in the far north and separa-
tedd from the rest by an extended bush area) and three big ones (see Fig. 6.3): Dzambou Centre, 
closee to Sir. Dzambou Tndmou a bit to the north and Baba Deli, still further north and extend-
ingg to the east where its southern part lines up with the northern boundary of the newly inde-
pendentt Oudava village. The Baba Deli territory is divided into two: one part is an extended 
zonee composed of houses, fields and fallow land (as the rest of Dzambou) and the other is a 
bigg 'empty' bush area with, in a comer, a small settlement of mainly Islamic Kapsiki. This last 
hamlett is adjacent to the rest of the inhabited zone. 

Thee so-called empty bush has been used as pasture for at least two generations now. All 
Dzambouu inhabitants agree about the place of the boundaries of this area when it was first des-
ignatedd for (temporary) use as pasture. In addition, parts of it were and are used as fields 
becausee forefathers cleared large parts of the original forest'. Villagers claim that they cleared 
"all**  the parts. 

Fourr years ago. the government-based organisation for the Mandara Mountains (MIDIMA 4) 
declaredd the Baba Deli bush area, with a surface of ca 190 ha\ to be an official forest and pas-
turee reserve. For some years now. MIDIM A has been working on the reservation of forest areas 
inn the Mountains in co-operation with the ministries of environment, agriculture and animal 
husbandry.. For this purpose they mostly choose areas that are already forested. In this case 
theyy started to inform the population at the end of 1999. But. after they informed the popula-
tionn again at the beginning of 2000, it took some time before the next step was taken. Finally, 
inn spring 2002. MIDIM A officials and the regional authorities again arranged some village 
meetingss to inform the inhabitants about the plans. There was no option to say '"no" to the 
wholee project of 'instalment of a forest-pasture reserve', but the villagers were able to voice 

11 Several of the inhabitants refer to their fathers' histories of extended forests that covered the plateau when they 
andd their fathers came down from Sir for the first time to cut the trees "When you climbed up the mountain 
(i.e.(i.e. the inselberg, see photo 6.1. RN) RN) and looked down, you could only see trees, from here to the mountains 
ndgee in the east and all the way north", they say. 

44 Mission de Développement Intêgré des Moms Mandara, based in the Ministry of Economic Affairs. Program 
Formationn and Management of State Territory. This organisation has to organise the economic development of 
thee region in general and to decide about what has to be done whit all the land that is not (yet) occupied. As a 
Statee institute it is strongly attached to official rules and laws. 
MIDlMA' ss calculation (September 2003). 
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opinionss on where and how. The boundaries were agreed upon during one of the meetings in 
Mogodéé (the district and sub-departmental capital, see Fig. 6.2) with both sub-department and 
districtt authorities as well as village representatives. 

However,, two months later, a village meeting at the spot, in Dzambou. resulted in a clash 
betweenn two groups of inhabitants. They had gathered to start the implementation of the delin-
eationn of the forest-pasture reserve. The moment the representatives of the authorities arrived 
withh pots of paint and pointed out the trees and rocks that had to be marked as a boundary sign. 
somee people took the paintbrushes and set to work while others refused to cooperate. Angry 
sceness ensued and there was a lot of yelling and pushing and pulling and fighting with fists as 
bothh groups tried to implement what they thought to be the right action. The anger was trig-
geredd by the observation that the proposed boundary did not correspond with the one that had 
beenn decided upon during the Mogodé meeting. As perceived by the villagers, this new bound-
aryy favoured a group of inhabitants that had settled within the reserve and who could now go 
onn living and cultivating there on the very fertile soil (see the place of the "Fulbe hamlet" in 
Figg 6.3). Of course, those were the ones who finally put up the boundary signs on the instruc-
tionss of the authorities. 

6.22 Insecurities: Box 1 and onwards 

Thiss section starts on the left-hand side of the VoE diagram (Fig. 6.1) with a description of Box 
1.. the diminishing environmental space (scarcity) for Kapsiki. The step from Box 1 to Box 2 
iss not only caused by environmental insecurities. It is a complex of personal, socio-political, 
economicc and environmental factors and insecurities (see Chapter 3) that shape the strategies 
off  Kapsiki. These are the influencing factors, mentioned in the VoE diagram, that decide 
whetherr or not the actors wil l enter into Box 2 or use an "escape* route. 

Afterr a description of the environmental situation. I then deal with the other (possible) inse-
curitiess of Kapsiki. in human, economic and social domains. 

6.2.11 Environmental insecurities (see chapter three for information on the five indicators used) 
PhysicalPhysical basis 
Soils s 
Lik ee on the rest of the plateau, the soils of Dzambou rest on the volcanic basement of the 
Mandaraa Mountains, with its gneiss, anatexite and granite. The grounds are skeletal with many 
smalll  stones. They have sparse inclusions of deep soils, dispersed in the areas where rocks 
appearr in mountainous terrains. Local intrinsic fertility can differ tremendously due to differ-
encess in local conditions of pedogenesis and alteration products. The majority of the Dzambou 
soilss are regosolic6 with washed faces. The pedoclimate is dry, especially in the "furrowed" 
zones.. These soils have a very shallow usable level and deficiencies in their physical charac-
teristics.. In addition, there is a high risk of erosion. The amount of sand and small stones 
varies.. In the East and North (the direction of Baba Deli) the soils contain less iron and are less 
fertile.. According to Brabant and Gavaud (1985). the soils of the plateau are only suitable for 

AA regosol is a type of azonaJ (with insufficient horizon development) soil consisting of shallow, medium to 
finefine textured, unconsolidated parent material derived from freshly deposited alluvium or sands 
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mountainn agriculture and the production of subsistence crops. In reality, groundnut and some 
cottonn production ib possible. 

Furtherr to the east a small band of very sandy soils, with rough texture and again a dry 
pedoclimatee can be found. However, although they also exhibit deficiencies in their physical 
propertiess and have high erosion risks, they are deep and thus less vulnerable than the more 
westernn soils. These soils have a colluvial origin7. With their marginal water reserves they are 
thoughtt to be only marginally suitable for rain-fed agriculture, and for forest and pastures 
(Brabantt & Gavaud 1985: Cartes des Terres). 

Thee same properties and suitability can be found in the soils of Sir. the origin village, where 
manyy respondents still have family fields. There, the soils abruptly change from the regosolic 
soilss in the North to two types of soils that merge here, one dominantly lithosols and one con-
sistingg of almost no developed soils. A very limited number of areas have an alluvial origin. 

Inn the whole region, the soils along the riverbeds are of alluvial origin and are richer and 
suitablee for more water dependent crops such as potatoes, rice and fruit trees. The general data 
aboutt soil fertility does not give enough information about individual situations. Nor does it 
providee us with an insight into the perception of farmers of their own fields. However, this gen-
erall  data shows that a dry period will seriously affect the production possibilities of the farm-
ers,, because of the low water capacity of the soils. 

Thee vulnerability of the soils to drought and erosion, and thus to loss of production capac-
ity,, is enhanced by the hilly aspect of the region. The area does not have really steep slopes 
(exceptt for some inselbergs with foot slopes of 45 percent and cones that arise more or less 
verticallyy (Photo 6.1: see the centre pages of this book), but at least half of it extends over low 
hills.. Most of the land has a slope that does not exceed four percent, but some slopes can be 
ass steep as ten percent. 

Withoutt special measures, here the soil is washed away quickly when the natural cover has 
gone.. According to extension workers and certain more educated villagers, over the genera-
tionss terrace-building knowledge and capacities have declined, so noŵ  even low degree slopes 
sufferr from erosion. The nutrients are transported to low lying parts in the terrain where they 
aree carried off by streams or lay unused because of the risk of flooding when rainfall should 
bee higher then usual. 

Climate e 
Ass explained in Chapter 4 (and also in Chapter 7) the Mandara Mountains receive a higher pre-
cipitation,, have lower temperatures and lower temperature extremes than are expected at this 
latitude.. Nevertheless, differences in precipitation per locality are as great as in the rest of the 
Sahel-Sudann zone. Data from the two nearest pluviometric stations - those of Sir and Mogodé 
-- concerning the second half of the 1990s8 show that Mogodé. which is only 8 km to the north 
andd 13 km to the west (see Fig. 6.2) and is at a slightly higher altitude", has totally different 

CPCSS and FAO call this "washed tropical soils of colluvial origin' and 'ferruginous" or "white luvisol' (see 
Brabantt and Gavaud 1985) 

ss This period is considered as a lime that 'normal' precipitation was finally restored in the Sahel and Sahel-
Sudann zone after the drought years of the 1970s and 1980s. In this big region. 1997 and 1998 are even con-
sideredd as relatively wet. as also reflected by the data in table 6.2 1 

""  Sir lies at an altitude of 920 m and Mogode at 850 m 



precipitat ionn rates to Sir. The precipitation is higher or lower without any significant pattern, 

althoughh in Mogodé the rainfall generally seems to be less (See Table 6.2.1). 

TableTable 6.2.1 Precipitation in Sir and Mogodé and differences over the rears 1995 - 2002 (the minus sign in 
thee 'difference' row means that Sir precipitation was less than that of Mogode; no sign means 
thee reverse).10 

Sii i 
Mogodé é 
difference e 

1995 5 

896 6 
991 1 
.95 5 

1996 6 

794 4 
830 0 

-36 6 

1997 7 

1287 7 
1182 2 
105 5 

1998 8 

1133 3 
1068 8 
65 5 

1999 9 

1066 6 
735 5 
331 1 

2000 0 

1282 2 
820 0 
4(0 0 

2001 1 

1286 6 
1049 9 
237 7 

2002 2 

935 5 
1039 9 
-104 4 

mean n 

1085 5 
964 4 
1:1 1 

Thee yearly mean fluctuates around the 1000 mm (see also Table 7.2.1). but over the years, dur-

ingg the years and throughout the region, precipitation differs enormously and unpredictably 

(seee Figure 6.4). 

FigureFigure 6.4 Mobile average precipitation over 5 years in Sir and years with poor spread of rainfall (black 
dots). . 
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Accordingg to the inhabitants of Dzambou. rainfall has diminished over the years. ""Apart from 

occasionall  outbursts, lik e the one we had seven years ago, that washed away many houses and 

crops,, the amount of rain is far less than what we were used to in the past, when I was 

young.'*",, several respondents remarked. The younger ones refer to the stories of their fathers 

andd grandfathers about the abundance of rain and year-round river water. This goes as far as 

""Thenn they could fish in this river12 until April.* " Most probably they were referring to a longer 

rainvv season and therefore ereater infiltration. 

Source:: Beauvillain (1995) and data from the agricultural service Mogodé and Catholic Mission Sir 
"Sevenn years ago" refers to 1995. 
Inn January 2003 "this river", the one that (between other things) forms the boundary between Oudava and Baba 
Deli,, was alreadv no more than a drv bed. 
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Indeed,, the precipitation pattern before the 1970s seemed to have been satisfactory. 
Nevertheless,, even at the end of the 1950s the North of Cameroon suffered from a drought (see 
Figuree 4.3). 

Att the same time, the farmers explain that not only the amount of rain or the number of 
monthss is important. In the whole of Dzambou. farmers refer to the year 2002 as a dry year 
("Thee water in the rivers wil l disappear earlier this year, and perhaps even the deep-dug water 
wellss wil l run dry before the new rains"), but for agriculture it was good enough, because the 
rainn fell evenly divided over the days. "Each time the crops needed water, it came dowrf*. But. 
ass they realise fairly well, the reverse can also be the case. Table 6.2.6 shows the absence of a 
correlationn between total year precipitation and production (when precipitation is within the 
normall  range). The two years with the highest precipitation have the lowest grain production. 

Inn general the flow of surface water of Mogodé sub-department is to the south-east although 
onn a lower scale level, water may flow in another direction due to the position of slopes. The 
groundwaterr flow is south-east as well. This means that part of the water availability depends on 
run-offf  from the north. Unfortunately the precipitation in the north is less than in the area itself. 

Inn short, soil types and the location of soils, the high erosion risk as well as the variability of 
thee precipitation and water availability makes the area an insecure one as far as agriculture is 
concerned. . 

PopulationPopulation density 

Althoughh the sub-department of Mogodé was only created after 1991, the chieftaincy {lami-
dat)dat) of the same name can be used as a reference to trace back population growth because the 
twoo have the same territory. Table 6.2.2 shows the population densities in the study area over 
thee years. Differences in population density in the Mogodé sub-department are considerable'3: 
fromm vast areas with almost no inhabitants at all to local zones with more than 150 inhabitants 
perr km^. Apart from the sub-departmental capital. Mogodé proper, one of these last is the ter-
ritoryy of Sir. "Empty*  zones are the areas which, up until now, have been dedicated to pastoral 
use. . 

Twoo or three generations ago the whole of Dzambou region, but especially the northern parts, 
couldd be considered as empty. In Dzambou Centre some houses must have been present at the 
endd of the 19"1 century and the beginning of the 20t h century because that was the period dur-
ingg which the first babies were bom there. Based on the birthplaces of respondents, their 
fatherss and grandfathers, over the years a minimal number of houses per area can be deduced14. 
Althoughh this amount has obviously increased, even today the population density is not very-
highh (Table 6.2.2). 

Accordingg to calculations of Dietz et al (2001). in the Sahel-Sudan zone a fanner can sub-
sistt on 0.25 ha of arable land per person. Dependant on soil type, to maintain field fertility 

""  As in the whole department the plateaux as a whole are relatively sparsely inhabited, while the steep northern 
Mandaraa Mountains have a high population density (see Van Andel (1998) or Zuiderwijk (1998)). 

144 In 1945. only one house was constructed in the Baba Deli area and in the Tndmou area More to the south at 
leastt nine houses had already been constructed In the two northern areas the number of houses had grown to 
fivee by the end of the 1950s Dzambou centre increased to approximately 12 households in 1959. 
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whenn no chemical fertilisers are available, at least 0.5 ha should be added for fallow rotation1'. 
Evenn then, in the Dzambou region, each family should be able to do more than feed itself, hav-
ingg (on average) 3 ha to use per person. 

TubleTuble 6.2 2 Development of population densities in the study region compared to the Province and moun 
tainss as a whole (sources: Beauvillain (1989: 590) and Djonwe (2001) and own survey 2002-
2003) ) 

Surface e 
(km2) ) 

44 4 
736 6 

7,660 0 
48.125 5 

1945 5 
Inhab'km-' ' 

2a a 

21 1 
n.av v 
n.. av 

1959 9 
Inhab/kirr r 

5 5 
33 3 
44 4 
23 3 

1976 6 
Inhab'krrr r 

n.. av. 
42 2 
72 2 
41 1 

1995 5 
Inhab/km" " 

n.av. . 
70 0 

101 1 
67 7 

2002 2 
Inhab/km" " 

33b b 

90c c 

115" " 
80c c 

aa = In 1945. in addition to the existence of some houses (11). many fields had already been cleared and were in 
usee in the Dzambou area 76 °o of respondents" grandfathers were born in Sir Most of them created fields on 
thee plateau next to that hilltop when they had grown up 

hh = In 2002. Dzambou village comprised 184 households with approximately 7.8 persons per household (a total 
off  1435 persons) 

cc = Estimations (the last country population survey dates from 1987) 

However,, the Kapsiki plateau, although not a real mountain area, does have mountainous 
aspects.. Some parts are too stony or too steep for cultivation, some parts are wide riverbeds or 
low-lying,, wetland-type lands in normal precipitation years. Based on observations in the field, 
thee surface not suitable for agriculture is estimated at 10 % of the total16. Most of the steep and 
stonyy parts are suitable for grazing, especially for small ruminants, although nothing grows on 
thee stones themselves. Thus. 40 km2 remains available for use which is still 2.7 ha per person. 

LandLand availability 

Thee whole of Dzambou territory extends over 44 km2 (see Table 6.2.2). In 2002, 2020 ha 
thereoff  were used for agriculture17. Apart from a small proportion that is too steep (far less than 
100 %: see above) the rest, being 1980 ha, is available for animal grazing. This seems to be a 
situationn of abundance. 

Yet.. the growing population means the land available per person is diminishing. In addi-
tion,, land is not evenly divided over the families. Some households dispose of extended fields 
thatt have to be shared with only a small number of people while others own only a small area. 
Moreover,, the location and spread of fields over the total area differs per family. This influ-
encess production possibilities as the fertility of the soils varies greatly and '"far-away" fields 
aree less easily maintained and cropped, or protected from wild or grazing farm animals. 

Somee farmers do not use their bush fields, either because they are too far away, or because 
theyy are situated within the forest-pasture boundaries. They sometimes prefer to rent land. 
Sometimess this is only temporarily. Once a fallow period has restored the fertility levels of 
theirr own fields they use them again. Table 6.2.3 shows the ownership of land among respon-

!<< Rough estimate, based on the mean rotation scheme noticed in the village 
"'' Own observations. February 2000 - February 2003 
11 Data of the Agricultural service of Mogodé 

Dzambou u 
Mogodé é 
Mandara a 
Farr North Province 
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dentss (almost all household-heads) and their forefathers, as well as used and fallow lands. 
Becausee families, and theretore respondents, used to judge their property in terms of fields 
insteadd of in hectares these figures can only be used to compare the current situation with that 
off  the past, not to compare property w ith the actual surface area. 

6.2.36.2.3 Surface (infields and ha) and ways of acquiring land per category of respondents, their father or grand 
father,, and within or across village boundaries NB the numbers of fields shown should not be added to 
thee given ha because respondents indicated the areas they had acquired in one of the two ways' 

Respondents s 
(nn = 180) 

Fathers s 
(nn = 166) 

Grand-fathers s 

(nn = 143) 

Placee of 
fields s 

Dzambou u 
Outside e 
Dzambou u 

Dzambou u 

Outside e 
Dzambou u 

Dzambou u 

Outside e 
Dzambou u 

-- — 
Surface e 

(ha) ) 

68.3 3 
0 0 

31.5 5 
025 5 

0 0 

0 0 

Bought* * 

— — 
Number r 
off  fields 

26 6 
0 0 

17 7 
2 2 

1 1 
1 1 

— — 
Surface e 

((ha) ) 

69.5 5 
0 0 

15.8 8 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

Inhented3 3 

Surface e 

off  fields 

43 3 
31 1 

27 7 

50 0 

8 8 
95 5 

—— — 
Number r 

ha) ) 

41.. T 
1.8--

132.8 8 
27 7 

87.8 8 
16.5 5 

Cleared8 8 

Surface e 
off  fields 

41c c 

ir ir 

271.5 5 
124 4 

309 9 

511 1 

--
Number r 

(ha) ) 

146 6 

36,5 5 

80 0 
17.3 3 

08 8 

0 0 

Sharedb b 

— — 
Surface e 
off  fields 

503 3 
369 9 

258 8 

396 6 

22 2 

13 3 

aa = These three columns refer to privately owned fields 
bb = 'Shared' means fields are collectively shared with other family members 
cc = The number of respondents who cleared fields themselves is 35 (19%); all of them performed this work when 

theyy were young. They are now more or less over 50 years of age. except for two young Fulbe men from the 
'Fulbee settlement' in the Baba Deli neighbourhood (40 and 27 years1"). Because the men aged 50 started their 
clearingg exercises when very young (at 15 or so), one can deduce that new clearing was possible up until the 
midd 1960s 

Thee table shows that field clearing was done by fathers and grandfathers. Later, all the land had 
beenn already opened up and the current generation of farmers had to rely on other methods to 
increasee the size of their property. At the same time, the table shows a kind of concentration 
towardss Dzambou territory over the generations. The fact that most grandfathers started their 
agriculturall  lif e in Sir (that is outside Dzambou) and certainly cleared fields there is clearly 
shown. . 

Althoughh people bought or inherited fields to enhance their arable surface, these transac-
tionss diminished the surface of other persons and families. Most of the time, purchasing turns 
outt not to result in a more evenly division of fields among the inhabitants since only the rich 
couldd (and can) afford to buy. There are several families who started letting fields, gained a lot 
off  money by doing so and then added to their already sufficient surface by buying more. They 

88 Surface of fields can differ tremendously from respondent to respondent, but not over the generations within 
onee family Field surface can range from 1 ha to more than 5 ha 

'""  These two are cattle keepers who started cultivating when grown up. They do not know the difference between 
primaryy and secondary forest and they assumed that they cleared their plots as first clearers. However. Kapsiki 
cultivatorss tell me that their fields were already cleared from vegetation in the past. One of them was given a 
plott in the direction of Sir by the law an of the Fulbe settlements This field was originally in the possession of 
thee /c/ii an an himself, having been cleared bv his father 
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weree also able to benefit from long fallow periods and the subsequently high production of 

cropss that could be sold at the market. 

TableTable 6.2.4 Surface of arable land per class of of obtaining over three generations (n of respondents = 180. but 
155 of them do not know at all; 14 times they do not know about their fathers and 37 times not 
aboutt their grandfathers); surface in ha and fields (f) 

Meann Range No of Mean No of Mean No of Mean 
surfacee of persons surface persons surface persons surface 

surfacee that bought that inherited that cleared 
boughtt inherited cleared 

Respondentss 4.5 ha-4.4 f 0.5- 48 1,4 ha + 0.5 f 37 1.9ha-2f 35 1.2 ha -1.9 f 
(privatelyy 13 8 ha -
ownedd fields) 1-10 f 
Respondentss 1.5 ha-7.4 f 0.8- na. na 118 1.5 ha-7.4 f na na 
(sharedd fields) 18ha + 

1-322 f 
Respondentss 0.9 ha 0.13-2 ha na. na na na na na. 
(rentedd or bon. 
fieldss )n = 62 
Fatherss 3.6 ha+8.5 f 0.5 24 13 ha - 0.8 f. 17 0.9 ha - 4 5 f 123 1 3 ha - 3.2 f 
(ownedd fields) 18ha + 

-- 1-15 f 
Fatherss 1.0 ha -6.9 f 0.8- na na 95 1.0 ha + 6.9 f na na. 
(sharedd fields) 11.8 ha + 

1-500 f 
Grandfatherss 0.8 ha+18.6 f 0 8 2 0 + 1 f. 9 0qu+11.4f 133 0.8 ha + 6.2 f 
(ownedd fields) 11.8 ha+ 

-1-500 f 
Grandfatherss 0.13 ha+5.8 f 0,01- n.a. na. 6 0.13 ha + 5.8 f na na. 
(sharedd fields) 0.8 ha + 

2-100 f 
Respondentss 1.8 ha 0.13 -6.5 ha n.a. n.a. na, n.a n.a. n.a. 
(croppedd fields). 
Respondentss 0,5 ha 0-6ha n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. na na 
(falloww fields)b 

'' = Information about renting or borrowing by former generations is only sporadically available (mostly only about 
compoundd fields of fathers). For that reason ] left it out of this table 

bb = The number of fields indicated here by respondents reflects only the short-term fallow penods that respondents 
thinkk of when asked. They do not think of long-term, more family-field related fallow. 

Thee number and surface of shared fields in the generation of the respondents and that of their 

fatherss seems to be approximately the same (Table 6.2.4). but the number of people sharing 

differss over these two generations because the total number of persons has increased. On aver-

agee fathers had to share their fields with 3.4 brothers, respondents with 3.5 brothers plus all 

thee 3.5 sons of their 3.4 uncles and the current generation wil l have to share with, again, 2.7 

brotherss and the off-spring of uncles etc.:'. So. what was used by only one household-head in 

thee time of grandfathers now has to be shared with 12 household-heads. In the future this wil l 

simplyy rise to 32 or more. 

JJ'' This number is somewhat lower because this generation is not yet complete, with 48 °o of households heads 
underr 50 years of aee. 
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CommoditisationCommoditisation of land 
Althoughh buv ing occurs more often than in the past, prices do not reflect a land market as such 
{seee section 3.1.2. Table 6.3.3). The idea of quickly rising prices is a perception of the culti-
vatorss that increases their feeling of insecurity with regard to access to land. 

Thee fact that more land is demanded than is available can be seen from the rapid rise in the 
positionn of land as a commodity. Tables 6.2.3 and 6.2.4 show that land sales started two gen-
erationss ago. but only gained in importance over the years. In general, the insecurities of espe-
ciallyy the poorer families with regard to access to land are increasing. The rise in the value of 
landd due to a greater number of sales means the practice of lending land for free is diminish-
ing.. In the past, renting cost at most two chickens and a jar of beer per year. Nowadays rent 
pricess have increased to between 10.000 and 40.000 Fcfa/ha. Nevertheless, it is still possible 
too borrow at what was called a renting price in the past. Some field owners (and renters) con-
siderr compound fields to have more value and ask (or pay) more for them. For example, one 
respondentt expressed his willingness to pay twice as much for a compound field as for a field 
inn the bush of the same surface and fertility. 

CalorificCalorific needs and production 
Amountt  of production 
Thee production Figures for Dzambou are based on 2 different sources: one is the production as 
recordedd by the researcher according to the respondents (that is. based on memory and esti-
mation).. Most of the farmers can only recall the production of last year and the year before 
(seee Table 6.2.5). The second source, recorded in Table 6.2.6. is the production figures of the 
villagee over the years recorded by the sub-departmental agricultural service (in Mogodé:i). 

Apartt from maize the agricultural production is lower than the North Cameroon mean yield for 
1988-1989.. and there is no downward trend in production per ha (see Table 6.2.6). The sorghum 
productionn is especially low. This can be due to the mixed cropping system used by Kapsiki, 
whichh spreads risks and is environmentally sounder. The farmers claim that the production of 
beanss and groundnuts make up for a low grain production in 'bad*  years, because in such years 
thesee products can grow better, while the grain plants do not provide that much shadow. Table 
6.2.66 confirms this expectation for beans in exceptionally bad years, such as in 2000. However, 
thee data given by the respondents themselves over that year is strikingly different from that of 
thee agricultural service and do not even confirm that 2000 was a bad year2. 

Anotherr (or added) reason for the lower sorghum production can be that the overall (North 
Cameroon)) mean is high because of the high production in some preferable areas, such as parts 
off  the Diamaré, south of Maroua2\ In spite of the relatively stable outputs, the farmers encounter 
insecuritiess with regard to production. On an individual or group level incidental causes, such 

:ii Although Sir region officially has a regional representative from the agricultural semce. dunng the last two 
yearss this civil servant was out of office due to training 

: :: If we assume that the figures of the agncultural service are true, the higher data given by the respondents would 
indicatee that the inhabitants 'forget" difficult years However, it is more probable that the service data are some-
whatt unreal, because they are based on extrapolations of a restricted amount of measurements 

^^ According to De Steenhuijsen Piters (19951 sorghum yield in the Diamaré (Gaban) was 1600-2500 kgTia On 
thee other hand Chapter 5 showed that the rain-fed sorghum production in Kolara in 2000 was 856 kgTia (and 
inn 1999: 959 kg/ha); only slightly higher than on the plateau. 
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ass monkeys in the neighbourhood of the inselbergs. can cause a crop failure. In the year 2000. 
caterpillarss devastated the young sorghum plants of more than one cultivator. Table 6.2.6 also 
showss the absence of a correlation between total year precipitation and production. 

TableTable 6. ProductionProduction ami surface used b\ respondents ' households (n = 180) over two years. 

Productionn in 2000 Productionn in 2001 

Sorghum m 
Maize e 
Rice e 
Groundnuts s 
Beans s 
Bambb nutsa 

Total l 
Fallow" " 
cereals s 

Mean/'' house-
holdd (in kg) 

465.2 2 
391 1 
34.7 7 

2008 8 
780 0 
14.0 0 

11837 7 
n.a. . 

891.0 0 

Meann house-
holdd (in ha) 

0.6 6 
0.3 3 
00 03 
0.3 3 
00 1 
0.01 1 
1.3 3 
0.08 8 
0.9 9 

Prod/surf. . 
inn kg/ha 

7896 6 
1386.3 3 
1285.4 4 
7198 8 
6500 7 
8066 5 
9132 2 

n.a. . 
9933 3 

Meann house-
holdd (in kg) 

436.4 4 
394.2 2 
42.6 6 

2849 9 
102.1 1 
11.7 7 

1271.9 9 
n.a a 

873.2 2 

Meann house-
holdd (in ha) 

07 7 
0.3 3 
0.05 5 
04 4 
0.2 2 
0.05 5 
1.7 7 
0.5 5 
1.05 5 

Prodsurf f 
inn kg'ha 

6184 4 
11759 9 
882,6 6 
728.1 1 
438.8 8 
223.4 4 
720.4 4 

n.a. . 
801.7 7 

aa = These figures are most probably underestimated. Bambara groundnut is a typical women's crop, but mostly 
recordedd here by male household heads. Although checked where possible by asking the wives, several pro-
ductionn figures are only guesses or are not known at all 

bb = These figures only show the fallow periods of fields the respondent feels (s)he left fallow (herself) himself. 
Thatt is, fields shared with extended family and over which the respondent has no power to decide are often 
forgotten.. The data not included are the ten times that respondents explained "the rest" to be fallow in 2001 
andd the five times they did so in 2000 

TableTable 6,2.6 Production per surface area (kg ha) of four main crops in Dzambou (over the last 5 years and 
withh the average of North Cameroon as a comparison) set against yearly precipitation. (Source: 
thee Agncultural Service of Mogodé district, not published, and Ah et a! (1997) for the mean 
production24) ) 

1998 8 

Sorghum m 
Maize e 
Groundnuts s 
Beans s 
Yearr precipitation 

725 5 
1,275 5 

600 0 
600 0 

1,133 3 

1999 9 

1.030 0 
2,050 0 

600 0 
850 0 

1,066 6 

2000a a 

470(790) ) 
800(1386) ) 
500(720) ) 

1.010(651) ) 
1.282 2 

2000 la 

650(618) ) 
1,100(1176) ) 

7900 (728) 
6755 (439) 

1.286 6 

2002 2 

700 0 
1,300 0 

925 5 
650 0 
935 5 

Meann North 
Cameroon n 

prod. . 
(88/89) ) 

1,130 0 
740 0 
820 0 
670 0 
n.a. . 

^^ Between brackets the production as it is given by the respondents (see Table 6.2.5) 

Thee figures of Ali . Peters and Fozein (1997) are those for 1988-1989. published in the regional analysis (1995) 
off  SNV (a Dutch development NGO that works in Cameroon) FAO statistics has counted a mean production for 
thee whole of Cameroon during the 1990s of 869 kg'ha for sorghum. 1745 kg/ha for maize, 407 kg ha for ground-
nutss and 838 kg/ha for beans Dunng the first years of the new century productions were higher with means over 
20000 - 2003 being sorghum 1201 kg'ha, maize 2404 kg'ha. groundnuts 1076 kg'ha and beans 848 kg'ha. 
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PhotoPhoto 5.1 New settlement Yameda (see page 168) 

PhotoPhoto 6.I Cattle on their way to the river pass the Dzambou inselberg (see page 211) 

PhotoPhoto 7. / Bana showing the original boundary- between Oudda and Kila (see page 320) 



Twoo other important crops for Kapsiki are potatoes and sweet potatoes (see Table 6.2.7). These 
aree produced for people's own consumption. Only on very rare occasions (mostly in case of a 
suddenn surplus) do farmers try to sell them. They are insecure crops that need a specific 
amountt of water in the soil during growth. In general only low-lying fields or those adjacent 
too river(bed)s are suitable. When the rains turn out to be abundant, these fields can easily 
becomee too wet. In addition, during storage these crops can suffer from too much humidity in 
thee soil, while they are stored in a hole in the ground covered by soil. This makes them also 
vulnerablee to insects and termites. 

TableTable 6.2. 7 Production of potatoes and SM eet eet potatoes 

20000 2001 

Potatoes s 
Sweett potatoes 

Total3 3 

Total l 
production n 

(inn kg) 

1.125 5 
6.910 0 

8.035 5 

LI I sedd surface 
(inn ha) 

1 1 
4.25 5 

5.25 5 

Numberr of 
cultivators s 

11 1 
46 6 

57 7 

Total l 
production n 

(inn kg) 

3.560 0 
10.285 5 

13.845 5 

Usedd surface 
(inn ha) 

1.7 7 
5.7 7 

7.4 4 

Numberr of 
cultivators s 

18 8 
62 2 

80 0 

üü = In 2000 seven respondents cultivated both potatoes and sweet potatoes In 2001 this number was eight. 

Inn addition, these crops are vulnerable to pests in the soil during growth. To avoid the build up 
of,, for example, potato eels, the production can only be continued on the same spot for two or 
threee years at a time. If there is no suitable surface, either the farmer has to choose, before-
hand,, for a lack of these additional calories25 or (s)he has to take the risk of producing too often 
onn the same spot. 

Inn the village a diversity of other products is cultivated, but in very small quantities and 
thesee are very different per household. According to the Agricultural Service of Mogodé, the 
wholee village produced two tons of manioc and 1.7 tons of taro in 2002, but almost none of 
thee people interviewed mentioned these products. They mention melon or other vegetables, 
likee aubergine or onions, when they cultivate them, but none of these really add up to calorie 
consumption.. Soybeans could help (also to add protein), but up until now these have only been 
producedd by three or four inhabitants1'. 

Needs s 
Becausee Kapsiki consider only cereals to be a real meal, they express their needs in bags of 
cereals.. Table 6.2.8 compares the amount of cereal kgs needed per household according to the 
respondentss with what is produced and with what the FAO has calculated as sufficient, if only 

Potatoess and sweet potatoes contain 700 - 950 cal/kg. The hundred or two hundred kg per producer can there-
foree add a substantial amount of calories And thev are rich in protein 
Dataa from the Agricultural Service mentions the absence of soybeans production until 2002. 0 4 ton compared 
too 0 6 6 ha See also section 3 I 1 below 
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cerealss are eater r\ The mean production per household is more than the household heads indi-

catee they need, except for Baba Deli in 2001 (but that fol lowed a surplus in 2000). 

TableTable 6.2.8 

Accordingg to 
respondents s 
Accordingg to 
FAO O 

SeedsSeeds and production of cereals per werage household (in kg), according to the personal per 
ceptionn of the respondents and the calculation of the FAO. 

Babaa Deli 

Householdd Needed 
members s 

Produced d 

Restt Dzambou 

Householdd Needed 
members s 

Produced d 

Adultt Kid 2000 200! Adult Kid 2000 2001 

3.77 3.5 908 1.059 897 3 4 3 7 913 914 922 

n.a.. n.a 1,647 n.a. n.a. n.a. n.a. 1,472 na n.a. 

I ff  there is a shortage, this can be made up for by buying a bag of sorghum at the market. For 

thee richer inhabitants this does not cause any problems. It is the poorer vil lagers who encounter 

difficultiess and it is this group especially that sut lers a shortage of grains (see also Table 

6.2.10).. In addit ion, this group does not have enough fields to counter-play the shortage by 

meanss of a high groundnut or bean yield which they can sell. Or. if they have a surplus, they 

havee no time to wait until the best period to sell it and buy what they need. Once again, they 

doo not have (small) animals to serve as a safety net. 

Thee problem is that prices of surplus products decrease whi le those with a low yield 

increase.. When cereals production is low. farmers try to sell more groundnuts and (or) beans. 

Sometimess (as can be seen in Table 6.2.6) the yields of these crops are also low. Then the price 

iss good, but the sale per household remains low. In other years the production of these crops 

iss good. Then everybody tries to sell and the price goes down. Thus, buying additional cereals 

wit hh the help of money gained with beans and groundnuts is an insecure and not very prof-

itablee undertaking. 

TableTable 6.2.9 

Babaa Deli 
Dzambouu rest 

Totall  village 

ComparisonComparison of calorific needs (according to FAO-norms) and calorific production per (mean) 
householdhousehold per rear 

Kcall  needed 

5,435,246 6 
4.856.687 7 

5.145.966 6 

Kcall  produced 2000 

5,390,303 3 
4.762,912 2 

5.076.608 8 

Kcall  produced 2001 

5.101,233 3 
4.990,604 4 

5,045.919 9 

Onn the other hand calorific needs can also be provided for by the cultivated beans, ground-

nutss and tuberous plants. As can be seen in the production tables 6.2.6 and 6.2.7. Kapsiki pro-

Withh a mean household composition of 3 6 adults and 3.6 children the calonfic need per household according 
too the FAO norms is 15.012 kcal.'day (calonfic need is 2500 kcal/adult (2300/woman and 2800/man) and 1670 
kcall  per child per day. 1 kg cereals contains 3342 kcal (3000-3600 kcal). 
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ducee a lot more than only cereals. Table 6.2.9 is an overview of calorific needs and total 
calorificc production in agriculture. 

Ass has already been mentioned, all sorts of animal products (eggs, meat and milk of own ani-
malss or bought at the market, as well as fish from the market) can add to the diet, but mostly 
thosee people with a lack of agricultural production are not the ones with a substantial herd of 
farmm animals. The consumption of wild products is not restricted to only poor or rich inhabi-
tants.. It depends more on the household composition: children between 8 and 15 consider the 
gatheringg to be a game. Such families dispose of high quality food with high protein content 
(butt mostly not very much in calorific terms) especially when insects (termites or grasshop-
pers)) or animals (mice) can be caught. 

Withh the calorific needs already almost met by the crop production and with an additional 
caloriee supply from other sources. Dzambou village as a whole did not encounter any calorif-
icc difficulties over the last two years. In Baba Deli the situation is worse, especially because 
thee shortage has hit the neighbourhood for two consecutive years. But within the village a high 
percentagee of households faced a shortage of calories; sometimes even severe shortages (see 
Tablee 6.2.10). Of those that had two consecutive years of shortage of produced calories, only 
fourr percent2*  had enough farm animals to make up the shortage with calories from milk and/or 
meatt while two percent could make up for missing calories with milk or meat in only one of 
thee two years:c'. 

TableTable 6.2.10 Percentage of households without enough cereals or calories from agricultural production. 

Babaa Deli 
Dzambouu rest 

2000 0 

37 7 
54 4 

Nott enough cereals3 

20011 Both years 

522 25 
499 40 

2000 0 

49 9 
65 5 

Nott enough caloriesb 

20011 Both years 

511 39 
511 44 

Totall  46 51 33 57 51 42 

aa = People's perception of need measured against production 
hh - FAO based calculation of need measured against production 

OneOne of the households at risk is that ofTeri of Baba Deli. At an age of 38 he has two wives 
andand seven children, six of which are under school age. The household owns 2.5 ha and 
thereforetherefore meets the required 0.25 ha per person. However, in the two years under study Teri 
andand his wives did not produce enough calories to feed the family, although they dispose of 
aa plough and a donkey' to increase the cultivated surface and sow at the right time. In 2000 
inin particular the deficit was considerable, being almost half of what was needed. Teri says 
hehe can supply food by selling some of his goats, but he cannot supply enough calories by 

:hh Percentages of whole population 
""'' The range of the number of calories lacking was broad from less than 60.000 kcal to more than 5.000.000 

kcal.. The importance thereof depends on the size of the involved family A bigger family can stand a bigger 
shortagee because the per capita shortage is less. However, the number of persons who are undernourished is 
thenn bigger. 
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normalnormal off-take. As a result, the shortage he experienced during these two years meant his 
flockflock decreased. In addition, he lost three sheep because of diseases and one sheep and a 
donkeydonkey due to theft (see also Table 6.2.II j . He fears for his future and that of his children, 
butbut has no solution for the problem. 

Inn short, the general land availability and the mean production may give rise to the idea that 
Dzambouu does not sutler from a shortage in either of these respects. However, differences 
betweenn different families and households are substantial. A poor production year or a reduc-
tionn in the arable surface area may push those who are already on the margin over the edge. 

6.2.22 Human domain insecurities 
HealthHealth insecurities 
Especiallyy in the two northern neighbourhoods of Dzambou (Baba Deli and Tndmou) people 
complainn about the lack of a medical post. The nearest hospital - of the Catholic Mission - is 
inn Sir. which for them is ten or more km away across hilly terrain. In the rainy season the 
majorityy of these neighbourhoods are isolated from the south by big rivers. Also the alterna-
tivee hospital in Mogodé is not reachable in the rainy season. The rest of the village has rea-
sonablee access to the hospital in Sir. Prices are not that high and the staff are well educated. 
Evenn patients from Mogodé sometimes undertake the long journey to receive better help for 
lowerr prices. Nevertheless, for more complicated illnesses and surgery the nearest hospital is 
inn Mokolo. more then 30 km away. 

Hygienicc drinking water, in the form of a closed pump, is only available in Dzambou 
Centre,, south of the inselberg. However, even there people complain about a lack of water 
wells.. Many households depend on open wells or rivers. During the second half of the dry sea-
son,, the distances people have to walk to watering locations increase, sometimes to more than 
11 hour's walk. Several of the most important diseases are water related. Almost all open wells 
aree contaminated by amoebas and small worms. The women in the most northern part of Baba 
Delii  filter the well-water with cloth, but still, many inhabitants suffer from diarrhoea and 
stomachh ache. 

Inn the past, some of the wells were guarded against misuse (for example by children) by 
elders'""  living nearby. Nowadays, however, this community task has disappeared. With this, the 
levell  of insecurity regarding water has increased. The construction of new wells is a difficult 
process.. Digging in the rocky underground is only possible using heavy machinery. One of the 
Mandaraa Mountains development organisations (PDRJVP') or the Catholic Mission are willin g 
too help, but only after a preliminary effort by the population itself. They have to start digging 
thee first (easy) layers (with borrowed PDRM utensils) and gather a reasonable amount of 
moneyy to invest in the work and building material needed. Up until now the social fabric or 
motivationn of the neighbourhoods invoked does not seem to be strong enough (see Social 
Insecurities). . 

Inn Dzambou Centre there was even a lock and set opening hours 
f'rojetf'rojet du Développemeni Rurule des Moms Mandara. the institute responsible for. among other things, the 
waterr supply in the Mandara Mountains which was partly financed by the European Union 
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EducationalEducational insecurities 
Bothh in the whole country- and in the Far North province Kapsiki are considered to be one of 
thee most backward groups as far as formal education is concerned'2. In the whole village only 
288 % of the household heads have ever received some form of education which sometimes 
meanss only a couple of months of the first years of school or some adult literacy courses. In 
Dzambouu many young adult Kapsiki constantly mention this fact, while stressing the need for 
moree and more accessible schools. North of the bigger rivers there is only one primary school, 
butt this does not offer a full curriculum. Up until 2001 the rest of the village or the children 
thatt wanted to continue lessons up to the last primary school classes depended on the mission 
schooll  in Sir. From the northern part of Baba Deli this means a two hour walk twice a day. 
Whatt is more, in the rainy season the road is blocked by the rivers. Some of the parents in the 
northernn Tndmou neighbourhood choose to send their children to primary school in Viti 33, but 
doingg so isolates them a bit from the rest of the villagers. 

Sirr also provides some secondary school education, but in order to prepare for the first offi-
ciall  exams and diplomas (after three years) the children have to go to Mogodé. which is even 
furtherr away and more expensive. To gain a real baccalaureate, pupils have to apply to schools 
inn Mokolo or Bourah where they will have to board. Because this is expensive and unsafe for 
girls,, most parents do not consider this as an option. Sending away adolescent boys means 
sendingg away a labour force despite household costs increasing. 

Severall  of the men who attended school for less than 2 years now regret leaving school pre-
maturely.. In some cases it was even their own fault since their parents wanted to invest in their 
education,, but they themselves did not want to go. They feel less secure in these modern times 
withoutt any knowledge of French (the official language and thus the language by which to 
communicatee with authorities or in court) and without the ability to read and write. "We do not 
knoww our rights. We do not know what the authorities are talking about, or what they want, so 
wee cannot resist them. For example, now they have taken my lands! And without any reim-
bursement!" " 

Theree are various reasons why some members of the population did not send their children 
too school at all. In most cases it is because, when these children were young, schools had not 
yett been built in the region. Only a small proportion explains that they lacked money. 
However,, this did influence schooling levels as in many families only the education of a part 
off  the children could be paid. And more often than not. for those that did attend the payment 
off  school fees stopped short after some years of education and they had to leave. 

Inn general Kapsiki feel deprived of information. They complain that the only agricultural or 
health-relatedd information they get comes from the extensionists of the Catholic Mission. This 
churchh demands strict Catholic lifestyles of their employees, so when one of them divorces or 
marriess a second wife his contract with the Mission is ended. This not only diminishes his 
incomee and his own knowledge, but the amount of new information for his fellow inhabitants 
ass well. 

rr '' lyébi-Mandjek (2000: 139) mentions a level of education of Mayo Tsanaga department of between 20 and 40 
°oo in 1987 Attendance by girls is again the lowest of the Far North Province (2.8 % of pupils being girls as 
opposedd to 6 % for the whole Province). 

""  Viti is a village to the north-west From Tndmou it is reachable by way of a small bush road along the west-
ernn boundary of the pasture reserve. From the main (north-south) road turning eastward one can reach it by a 
reasonablyy good road. 
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Thee Baba Deli neighbourhood in particular, that is even more isolated than the other 
Dzambouu neighbourhoods, is almost never visited by workers of the several organisations that 
aree trying to help develop the Mandara Mountains. 

6.2.33 Economic insecurities 
CashCash crop 
Thee Kapsiki plateau is a specific groundnut producing area. Indeed, men and women all pro-
ducee at least some groundnuts, not only for personal use. but mostly for the market. Like the 
Banaa further to the south (see Chapter 7). Kapsiki are the victims of a tremendously variable 
groundnutt price. Over the years and over the months prices have ranged from 10.000 Fcfa to 
20.0000 Fcfa per bag of 100 kg. The farmers do not benefit from high world market prices. 
Accordingg to Pasquet and Fotso (2000: 92) the groundnut variant produced by Kapsiki is sold 
mainlyy in Douala and other southern towns for use as groundnut oil or in snacks. When indi-
viduall  Dzambou inhabitants try to sell in the south themselves, they are worse off because they 
doo not know their way around and are easily swindled. 

Somee of the more water-retaining soils are very suitable for fruit trees and several families 
inn fact possess tree gardens. However, most guavas, grapefruits and lemons are eaten by chil-
drenn because of the lack of an all-season road that connects the Dzambou region with the out-
sidee world. At best some off-take can be sold at the weekly market34 in Sir. However, this mar-
kett is very restricted and only serves a small region. In addition, the products have to be car-
riedd there by the farmers themselves or by donkeys. Potato cultivation is hampered for the 
samee reason. To make it possible to sell potatoes from the Baba Deli or Tndmou neighbour-
hoodss a long track through bush and fields has to be cleared of overgrowth every year. The 
samee applies to onions, garlic and egg-plants, produced in small gardens around the house or 
alongg the river. It may add to household consumption diversification, but it does not help to 
improvee the economic position. 

FarmFarm animals 
Inn 2002. Dzambou accommodated 763.7 Tropical Livestock Units (TLU), excluding poultry 
andd pigs. Although there are major differences between cattle and small stock as regards what 
theyy eat (graze or browse35), one can generalise by saying that this amount of TLU needs 916.4 
ha.. provided that all feed produced by the pasture lands is available throughout the year36 and 
thatt it has a sufficient protein content. When counted using the calculation of Gaston (1996) 
thee surface of grazing land needed is 3 ha/TLU (0.33 TLU/ha). That would mean a total 
requirementt of 2,291 ha. The ha left for animal grazing in 1980 should have been enough 
(namely:: 0.39 TLU/ha) in the first case but were not quite sufficient according to Gaston. 
However,, now crop residues (stubbles and stalks) are added to the diet, I assume that there is 
enoughh surface area. Although, during the rainy season, the pasture zone is also visited by cat-
tlee from other villages in the region and perhaps from even further away, there are also cattle 

uu For example, in December - January, when the fruits are ripe, a grapefruit on the Sir market costs 50 Fcfa. 
comparedd to double that price in Maroua, the provincial capital 

355 Total edible forage production depends on the ratio between herbaceous and woody cover On the other hand. 
thee potential usable forage depends on what type of TLU use the area. 

'66 The most optimistic calculation of Breman (1975) is a carrying capacity in the 1000 mm ram belt of 1.2 
TLU/haa (see chapter 4.2.1). 
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ownerss from the village who herd their flock in one of the pasture areas outside the village to 
escapee problems related to field damage. The increase in numbers during the rainy season may 
exceedd Gaston's 0.33 TLU/ha that is the limit on a yearly basis, but not the 1.2 TLU/ha of the 
optimisticc calculation. During the dry season, which is the main limiting period for cattle17, the 
totall  number of TLU decreases even below the 0.33 TLU/ha due to some out-transhumance. 
Thiss number can easily live off the remaining dry matter even when, as Boudet (1975: 2) 
stated,, "approximately half of the biomass produced at the end of the growth period vanishes 
[...]]  during the dry season" when preserved from grazing18. In short: there is no overstocking 
off  the vegetation-for-fodder resources in this area,q. although the situation is not one of 
extremee abundance. 

Theree is. however, a problem with water availability in the dry season. No artificial water-
pointt has been constructed throughout the 'pasture1 area of Baba Deli. When natural rivers run 
dry.. herds have to depend on the one well that has been dug for animals in the middle of the 
hamlet,, far away. The owners of small stock say it is impossible to walk so far with their ani-
malss each day. 

Duee to the combination of heat stress and a lack of water, which both also lead to 
decreasedd immunity against contagious diseases, the loss of small ruminants in the second 
halff  of the dry season is high. This adds up to diseases prevalent in the rainy season (see Table 
6.2.11). . 

TableTable 6.2.11 Percentage of respondents with animal losses over the last five years. (Data on diseases preva 
lentt among ruminants, donkeys, horses and poultry; theft of ruminants, donkeys, and poultry) 

Diseasess dry Diseases rainy Diseases Theft Theft > 5 
seasonn season whole years ago 

Babaa Deli 33 39 70 
Dzambouu rest 52 34 86 
Wholee village 42 36 78 

54 4 
50 0 
52 2 

20 0 
11 1 
16 6 

Anotherr insecurity problem is formed by the high risk of livestock theft in the three isolated 
bushh areas of Dzambou: the Baba Deli pasture, the bush dividing Baba Deli from Tchibi (adja-
centt to the pasture area and Baba Deli settlement) and the bush area just north of the Tndmou 
settlementss (just south of the pasture area). Sometimes animals are even stolen from within the 
settledd areas. Several households suffered from theft more than once. In a two month period at 
thee end of 2001 at least five cases of theft of cattle, donkeys, goats or sheep were reported. 
Overr the years almost everybody has suffered from this type of loss (see Table 6.2.11). 

Peoplee who do have animals do not generally succeed in increasing their herds in a way that 
makess real trade possible. In order to trade cattle a high basic investment is necessary for each 

""  According to Breman (1975) and Boudet f 1975) 
188 See (e.g. in Chapter 4.2) De Leeuw and Tothill (1990: 2) about the loss of biomass during the dry season In 

thee presence of grazers, however, the part over which this "climatic' decline takes place is smaller because the 
animalss have already eaten part of that biomass 

¥¥'' According to Breman (1975: 6) to "avoid the nsk of destroying the grassland beyond repair during relatively 
drvv years", 0.7 TLU/ha is more realistic in the 1000 mm belt and this is still more than the amount in Dzambou. 
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animal4""  and most inhabitants do not have the means or are afraid of losing too much if their 
animalss die or are stolen. 

Inn fact, the percentage of people with cattle or with connections to cattle decreases. Several 
moree fathers and grandfathers than current respondents were the owners of cattle. 

InsecuritiesInsecurities in non-agricultural activities 
Off-far mm activities 
Givenn the low education level in the village, there are few off-farm possibilities in terms of 
paidd jobs, whether with the government or other organisations. In the past some Dzambou 
youngsterss used to go to Nigeria in search of jobs but the increasingly unsafe situation there 
meanss this is not an option either. 

Kapsikii  arc not very used to labour migration, but some are realising that they should per-
hapss start considering this now. But. they do not know where to begin and are therefore in a 
disadvantagedd position compared to other Far North ethnic groups. 

Eachh village needs a butcher, a tailor, an undertaker. However, these are only job options 
forr a very small number of inhabitants. The growing outside market, that seems to open up 
possibilitiess for outsiders and not for villagers, means that more and more cloth and meat is 
imported.. Such a market should have provided opportunities for trade, but the larger market 
demandss larger investments and villagers seem to lack the funds to make the initial step. 
Severall  of them complain about the stop on small credit possibilities. One generation ago. it 
wass still possible to borrow government money in Mogodé without having to provide real 
collateral.. However, those who counted on this option are these days very disappointed. 
Animall  banking and trade is also insecure due to the various diseases and thefts that affect 
thee region. 

On-far mm activities 
Severall  farmers and their wives are active in the production of household utensils from 

raww materials that are available in the direct vicinity. However, the products are mostly for 
ownn use because, once again, transport to regional markets is almost impossible. Even when 
peoplee make the effort to construct traditional products and transport them to the market, they 
aree outnumbered by cheap plastic products from Nigeria that are imported on a bigger scale 
eachh year. 

Wivess can earn with bilbil (local sorghum beer) production or bean-flour fritters, sold at 
householdd gatherings or the local markets. However, the increasingly popular Islamic faith 
andd the Lutheran church forbid the drinking of alcohol. 

Inn short, modern economic possibilities are not very abundant, while traditional sales are. at 
thee same time, diminishing. 

6.2.44 Social insecurities 
FamilyFamily and group insecurities 
Withinn the Kapsiki culture the extended family in both the patrilineal as well as matrilineal line 

4""  Ayear-old calf costs 60.000 - 80.000 Fcfa Fully grown cattle can fetch a price of 150.000 with big bulls some-
timess costing 300.000 Fcfa. 
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iss important. As we have seen, the patrilineage offers access to fields and other economic 
inheritance.. However, for care and social security one has to rely on the matrilineal family 
members41.. In particular, brothers and sisters of the same mother have a strong bond. At the 
samee time the level of insecurity is high for those children that lose their mother at a young 
age.. When they are still very young, they are claimed by their maternal family. Indeed, they 
havee to live with a maternal grandmother or mother's brother, because co-wives do not often 
takee care of their husband's other off-spring. Such children can only stay within the household 
iff  the father's mother lives in the same house. 

However,, this phenomenon does not increase insecurities because all Kapsiki are used to it. 
Iff  a wife temporarily {or permanently) leaves her husband's compound, her children have to 
bee looked after by the husband himself. Especially when there was only one wife in the com-
pound,, this puts a burden on the man's (and household's) security, because he cannot take care 
off  his children, cook the meals and cultivate at the same time. The increase of Christianity with 
itss one wife policy is adding to the difficulties. 

Inn the past, village chiefs could oblige women to return to households with very young kids 
too enhance survival chances, but nowadays even the Jamido does not want to interfere in such 
domesticc problems. Several complaints submitted at district court level (= lamido 's court) by 
fatherss who have been left by their wives are deliberated on year after year without any solu-
tionn being found for the stricken household. Sometimes the father's mother lives in the same 
compoundd and she wil l then look after motherless children, but this is only possible for one 
(thee oldest) son. 

Withh the increased expectations of modernity, expectations between family members, and 
especiallyy between family in law, have risen to a level that can only lead to disappointments. 
Postponedd bride price payments for the sake of giving the young couple the opportunity to 
acquiree some wealth42 only lead to quarrels because the expected wealth does not arrive and 
thee groom cannot pay his father-in-law later on. Sometimes the discords even result in physi-
call  aggression between spouses and sometimes between brothers and brothers-in-law. 
Naturally,, the bonds between the families deteriorate. 

PoliticalPolitical insecurities 

Withh the increase in democratisation. people feel they should have more influence over their 
lives.. In the past they were forgotten by the authorities, but now they believe they can choose 
aa party which knows about their existence and which is able to implement change. 
Unfortunately,, this has turned out not to be true. Because they were not satisfied with what the 
incumbentt mayor had done for them and with the things the ruling party in general had done 
forr the region, they tried to elect another mayor in the community and another party in parlia-
ment.. As far as electing a new mayor was concerned they succeeded although, as they say, it 
remainss to be seen whether he wil l do more for the village or more for himself. Most respon-
dentss say that they have not seen any positive changes in the six months since he has been in 
office. . 

Att country level President Biya and high-level party members made their own decision. 

411 In case of the beating up of a wife by her husband, neighbouring half-brothers of 'only" the same father will 
nott interfere, as 1 had the misfortune to expenence during my stay in the village in January 2004 

422 This habit seems to increase, and so does the number of quarrels. 
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Althoughh a substantial part of the Kapsiki chose a representative of the non-governing party, 
thee UNDP4', this man has not become member of the new parliament. In fact, the number of 
RDPCC seats in parliament has increased to more than 82 % and the UNDP is only represented 
byy one seat. The elections in the Kapsiki sub-department were labelled fraudulent. The result 
iss that the sub-department is not represented at all. Now the Dzambou inhabitants have not 
onlyy been forgotten, they do not even have a voice. 

Conflictt  mediation 
Inn Dzambou. as regards problems concerning private matters such as profound quarrels 
betweenn spouses, when two grown-up brothers have been engaged in a fight, or when a farmer 
suspectss his neighbour of stealing from his granary, the village or neighbourhood chief has to 
actt as arbiter. When necessary he is assisted by wise men. 

Inn addition, in the case of discords between two village inhabitants about the ownership of a 
piecee of land, parties go to the village chief with their witnesses and explain their claims. Apart 
fromm hearing the story of the complainers and the testimony of the witnesses, the chief consults 
withh his counsellors and other wise men to establish the history of the piece of land involved. 
Thee increase in bribing means the reliability of witnesses has decreased. If the accused or com-
plainantt does not pay enough to his witness (or did not pay enough in the time of the transac-
tion)) this witness wil l not back him up. In other cases threats are issued to witnesses to prevent 
themm from testifying or to make them testify in favour of the person who threats. Women seem 
nott to have any significant role as a witness, although they can explain their point of view. When 
theyy are themselves parties in a case they have to rely on the testimonies of male relatives. Thus, 
moneyy and social contacts influence someone's position in a case. But money is gaining in 
importancee and with that the position of poor people is becoming less secure. 

Evenn the village chief himself can be a witness (for example in a land transaction that is con-
testedd later on by the offspring of the seller). He wil l not act differently from his subjects if he 
thinkss the (previously) received witness fee is insufficient44. In such a case the parties wil l try to 
resolvee the problem between them or they wil l decide to appeal to people "higher up". The vil -
lagee chief (or even the neighbourhood chief) is also the first to be consulted in the case of crim-
inall  offences (theft or personal violence). He wil l decide whether or not he is entitled to handle 
thee problem himself or should inform the higher level authorities. In the event of crop damage 
byy animals belonging to the village chief and his family, the injured party is powerless. Of course, 
thee village chief then handles the problem himself and decides in favour of the animal owner41. 

411 Union Nationale Nationale pour la Democratie et Ie Progrès. 
444 This happened in a conflict over land, situated on the territory of Sir. The land was sold a couple of years ago 

byy a woman living in Mokolo to law cm Yaya of Baba Deli in the presence of. among others, the high chief of 
Sir.. Yaya had an ownership paper but that appeared to be useless The woman wanted to have her land back 
becausee she wanted to sell it to a friend of her own family in Sir. She tried first to say that Yaya did not pay 
thee real price and then arranged for relatives (men) to claim that she could not have sold it. being a woman, 
andd finally she asked the Sir chief to be her witness. This man. being fully aware of the sum paid and the fact 
thatt that sum was given in accordance with the asking price, gave testimony in favour of the woman One of 
thee reasons could be that the land was now back in the hands of an inhabitant of Sir. However, the chief admit-
tedd freely that he did not want to back Yaya because he had given him nothing for being a witness when the 
deall  was made. 

4'' In 2000. this happened to the neighbour of the Dzambou village chief when she saw the pigs of the chiefs 
wifee enter her fields. Even asking to guard them did not help. 
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Thee first person of a higher rank who people can appeal to is the traditional district chief -
thee laniido - the highest placed "non-official' administrator. He will handle the problem in the 
samee way as the village chief, although with more authority (and will accept a "salary"). For 
moree official prosecutions or settlements by judges people can appeal to the sub-department 
chieff  who will ask for official reports from the police (the "gendarmerie"). If the sub-depart-
mentt chief cannot soke the problem, the parties can go to court and thereafter, to the court of 
appeall  if necessary. Authorities themselves can charge subjects with criminal behaviour, in 
whichh case the police will interrogate them and draw up an official report. Again, this report 
cann serve as testimony before the judge of the criminal court. 

Ass regards combating banditry, the central government set up a semi-military anti-gang (see 
Chapterr 4). This organisation has been accused by human rights watchers of arbitrary execu-
tionss and arrests. Moreover, several people in Dzambou have told stories about arbitrarily 
arrestedd brothers or sons. People complained about an increase in personal insecurity because 
off  the anti-gang rather than a reduction thereof. ""Animal thefts have not diminished. It is still 
veryy dangerous in the bush and now you even have the risk of being arrested by those anti-
gangg bandits." 

Inn the case of crop damage by livestock, the best route is (apart from settling it between the 
involvedd parties themselves) to report to the agriculture line officer in Sir or Mogodé, who 
sendss somebody to assess the damage and calls together the special committee responsible for 
thiss type of problem (see Chapter 4). The animal husbandry line officer, the police chief and 
thee agriculture line officer sit on the committee and the sub-department chief acts as its presi-
dent.. The committee consults the official lists to establish the compensation that corresponds 
too the damage done, and considers special circumstances for the case at hand that may give 
risee to a deviation from the standard reimbursement. However, this route entails a high risk of 
losingg more money than you gain because of the corruption of the parties involved. 

Al ll  cases at a level higher than village level have to be paid for by the plaintiff and the 
accused.. That means that, as was the custom, people pay a fixed sum to the laniido for his gen-
erouss intervention. At present, this payment is higher, more arbitrary and more influential on 
thee outcome than in the past. Farmers say. "If you have cattle, you can always pay enough to 
makee the laniido choose your side." In addition, the judging authority keeps a portion of the 
settledd (reimbursement) fee. Thus, asserting your rights is an expensive practice. However, it 
cann be used strategically to ruin your adversary. 

Anotherr problem may arise when land ownership is not contested between co-villagers, but 
withh the State. In other words, when the State wants a piece of land that, in the perception of 
thee users, is their property. Because, according to law, all land is State land as long as it is not 
registeredd otherwise, and because there are not many cultivators that have registered their 
propertiess (registration was (and is) an extremely difficult undertaking46), the chance of win-
ningg such a case is small. 

LandLand allocation and insecurities 
Accordingg to customary law. once land has been cleared it remains the property of the family 
off  the first cultivator, even if this farmer did not actually grow any crops on the field in ques-
tion.. In reality Kapsiki established the habit of lending out land for free to whoever needed or 

Seee Fisiy(1992). Goheen! 1989a) and Vanden Berg (1997) 
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wantedd it (Van Beek 1978). When the French colonial power arrived, the plateaux became 
saferr and the first clearers built houses there for their families. Also new settlers arrived from 
thee same region of origin, called Sir (see Figure 6.3). 

Accordingg to their system, access to fields should be easy and their use cheap. However, 
growingg population numbers and increasing distances between lines of off-spring that live far 
fromm each other, cause customs to harden. More and more people ask for money for fields 
thatt were lent out in the past, or try to sell them for high prices. Some families are even chased 
fromm their compounds, where they have lived for generations, because the owner of the land 
decidedd to sell (whether he lived nearby, in the same village or even far away). On the other 
hand,, many farmers that now live in Dzambou have lost the fields of their ancestors in Sir. 
Theyy complain that they have no place to go "when, for example, locusts arrive in the vil -
lage"47 7 

Conflictss over field-boundaries or field-ownership are becoming increasingly common. 
Evenn the testimony of former witnesses cannot be trusted anymore. It seems as if the tradi-
tionall  territorial rules are changing into "might is right". However, what this might is based on. 
orr what it consists of is unclear, even to the Dzambou people. 

CulturalCultural insecurities 
Sociall  insecurities based in the cultural domain can be seen when people are no longer able to 
relyy on the rules, norms and values prescribed by religion, beliefs and other traditional systems 
thatt cover this realm. As long as no shared, new systems have replaced the old ones, and 
specificallyy when the different new ones clash with each other and with the old ones, bonds 
andd linkages become vague and perhaps even develop into something which is the reverse. 

Withh the increase of new religions (Christianity and Islam), bonds offered by the tradition-
all  religion disappear. In 2002. the majority of Dzambou still belonged to the traditional reli-
gionn (61 %). but 23 % were Christian48 and 14 % Muslim. Kapsiki encountered the same break-
downn of traditional binding ceremonies as the Bana of Oudda (see Chapter 7). Here again the 
Protestantt church as well as Islam prohibits the use of alcohol that plays a role in the season-
all  festivities4". Instead of a shared ceremony of all villagers to celebrate the beginning of the 
growingg season. Muslims give priority to their Ramadan and sheep festival and Christians to 
Christmass and Easter. In this way. a divide is created within the community. 

Thee new religions can be the source of heavy controversies, leading to fights and casual-
ties,, as can be seen in neighbouring Nigeria. New bonds within new groups can lead to the 
breakdownn of bonds and linkages between the groups. In such instances the social cohesion of 
thee total village and even of the whole Kapsiki community (of Mogodé) may disappear. 
Indeed,, the religious leaders that each form their congregation in Dzambou come from outside 
thee village. They seem to have no intention to hold the Kapsiki together. On the other hand, 
theyy are not busy trying to turn the villagers of their own religious persuasion against those of 
thee other religions. They preach a lif e of tolerance and peace. This is only logical given that 

44 Interviews with seven different household heads in Dzambou Centre. Tndmou and Baba Deli. October 2001 -
Januaryy 2003 

4**  15 % of the population was Catholic and 9 % Protestant, divided into 6 °o Adventists (who mostly live in their 
ownn settlement adjacent to that of Baba Deli Fulbe) and 3 °o Lutheran Brethrens. 

400 See Van Beek 1978. 1981. 1987 
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Kapsikii  themselves are very tolerant and say that people should believe what they want and 
makee such statements as "In fact we all believe in one and the same god". 

Thus,, in general, it seems as if social insecurities are only slightly bigger than in the past. 
However,, they are increasing. Major violent outbreaks against neighbouring villages may be 
lesss common than two generations ago but the number of smaller internal discords is growing. 
Wisee old men fear for the breakdown of the social fabric of the village, because of a lack of a 
commonn enemy. Fair conflict resolution is becoming rare. In addition, the links with higher 
levell  institutions with a view to enhancing development in general is becoming a real problem. 

6.33 Investments: going to Box 2 

Ass is depicted in the "insecurity complex" in Chapter 3. when people experience insecurities 
inn a mutually influencing complex of domains, they search for strategies to overcome these. In 
thee "VoE diagram" it is during the step from Box 1 to Box 2 that actors perceive the different 
possibilitiess {Figure 6.2). To understand the step to Box 2 of the VoE diagram the diversity of 
optionss that lead to certain strategies and the choice for specific options have to be explored. 
Withh a variety of capitals at hand (see Chapter 2) the different Kapsiki invest in the social rela-
tionships,, economic goods, personal capabilities or environmental circumstances they meet to 
improvee their future and that of their kids. Sometimes persons do not really invest in some-
thing,, but just "muddle through*, perhaps only hoping that their positions will improve in the 
future.. The investments are shaped by the combined effect of each of the four categories of the 
Actor-in-Contextt model, as formulated by De Groot and Kamminga (1995; See Chapter 2): 
implementabilityy of options, objectified motivations, interpretations and the autonomy towards 
implementationn per actor. I will describe the factors that influence these options and make peo-
plee chose 'escape routes" (downward arrows from the central part of the "VoE diagram", see 
Figuree 6.2) or make them follow the way to the invasion of a new niche. 

6.3.11 Environmental investments 
InvestmentsInvestments in the quality of land 
Dependentt on the basic fertility of the soil, the owner (or user) has to maintain or improve this 
soil.. To improve the quality of land, and via that the agricultural production, a natural fertili-
sationn process, the adding of fertilisers, extra labour input or more technological equipment 
cann be used. The natural fertilisation process means leaving the field fallow for as long as it 
takess to build up fertility levels again. Added fertilisers can be natural or chemical. The latter 
cann be bought at the market, from agricultural extension organisations or via friends. Natural 
fertiliserss consist of animal dung, household waste, leaves or stems from harvest left-overs, or 
severall  types of'wild" organic matter, like leaves of trees. 

Tablee 6.3.1 shows details on different uses of fertility ameliorating techniques. The most 
importantt in Dzambou is the use of fallow rotation. In these hills and plateaux the cycle can 
bee very long. Mostly, fields around houses are used for longer and are left fallow for shorter 
periods.. This is (partly) possible because of the use of household waste and it is done for con-
venience.. Most actors reported that they use a field further away for three to five years and that 
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thee fallow period should last at least ten years. But this is not always possible. Everything 
dependss on the basic fertility of the location and the possibility for maintaining it with animal 
dungg (the only option in the past for actively improving fertility) and. of course, of the other 
surfacee area available. Two of the three bush areas (that of Baba Deli and the smaller one in 
thee direction of Tchibi) have not been used for over thirty years, as can be seen by the height 
off  the trees. 

Becausee Kapsiki are used to mixed cropping (mostly even three crops: cereals, beans and 
groundnuts),, the leguminous beans can increase the fertility of the fields slightly which makes 
itt possible for the grains to grow better. It is doubtful whether this is a deliberate choice, but 
thee effect is the same. When the leaves of both groundnuts and beans are left on the field this 
increasess the fertility even further. 

Ass far as Kapsiki are concerned it is difficult to use chemical fertilisers because these arc 
nott sold in the village. Those farmers that have money to purchase them (13.9 % of respon-
dents)) depend on the occasional arrival of a truck from some chemical company or other at the 
regionall  market in Sir. However, they complained that the supplies always arrive too late in 
thee season. The effect on the field is then far smaller than it could be. 

TableTable 6,3.1 Fertility improving measures (in numbers and % of respondents. n= 180 Some 
actorss use several measures at the same time) 

Falloww Animal Animal House- Natural Chem fert Nothing 
rotationn manure manure hold waste fert. 

(ownn animals) (other's animals) (non-animals) 

Numberss of 70 84 28 74 8 25 18 
respondents s 
Percentagee of 38.9 46 7 15.6 411 4.4 13.9 10 
respondents s 

Otherr ways of improving the fields is to use measures to curb surface run-off. measures to 
combatt flooding when necessary (see Table 6.3.2) and measures to protect against pest infes-
tation.. Examples are: Striga hernionthica that attack millet roots50 or potato bacterial diseases 
andd nematodes. Farmers can use crop rotation to combat the latter. When potato seeds are 
boughtt they are mostly treated with chemical bactericides. But when farmers produce their 
ownn seeds, by cultivating the crop twice a year (the second time during the dry season with the 
helpp of irrigation), seeds and soils can become heavily infected and agronomists recommend 
thee use of pesticides. In the whole village, only two or three farmers try to produce a com-
merciall  amount of potatoes". Then they also try to lay their hands on appropriate pesticides. 

'"'"  In Dzambou a large number of fields are infested with Striga plants According to Raemaekers (2001: 54) 
"Strigaa seeds can remain viable in the soil for as long as 20 years", they "germinate in response to a stimulant 
producedd by the host roots" and "Low soil fertility and low rainfall favour Stnga infestation". Thus, after long 
falloww periods the parasite may still be present. Possible ways of controlling the parasite are to increase the 
soill  fertility or to pull out the plants by hand as soon as they become visible. 

MM Potato is a relatively new crop for the region and in 2000 nobody produced enough to sell on a large scale. In 
2001.. only one farmer in Baba Deli neighbourhood produced 40 bags (20 kg) while in 2002 two fanners had 
sownn a substantia] surface area and hoped to sell more than 30 bags each after harvest. 
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TableTable 6.3.2 

Numberss of 
respondents s 
Percentagee of 
respond. . 

OtherOther field improving measure. 

Terraces s 

126 6 

70 0 

Stone e 
ndges s 

15 5 

8.3 3 

Ridees s 
off  stems 

3 3 

1.7 7 

Small l 
canals3 3 

3 3 

1.7 7 

Nothing. . 
although h 

necessary11 1 

13 3 

7.2 2 

Nothing g 
(not t 

necessary) ) 

24 4 

13.3 3 

aa = These canals ensure the quicker run-off of water in cases where there is a risk of pool-formation on the fields 
bb = The necessity of measures is mentioned by the respondents themselves 

Thee terraces built by Kapsiki living on the mountain plateau cannot be compared with the 
highlyy developed terraces of the Mafa and Mada (for example) in the steep mountains further 
north'2.. On the plateau the terraces are lower, at best (depending on the sloop5') half a metre, 
andd even that is very rare. The majority of terraces are not higher than 10 to 20 centimetres. 
Mostt of the time they are constructed by piling stones to form the wall, with a littl e bit of earth 
betweenn them to make them stick together. The bank (the horizontal part used as field) is most-
lyy left to form in the course of time: the run-off carries earth-particles that are blocked by the 
wall,, and fil l up the angle between the slope and the wall. The general aspect of the banks is 
not.. as within Mafa territory, horizontal or even inclined towards the slope. Although less 
steep,, it still follows the course of the slope. In short, most 'terraces*, as they are called by the 
respondents,, look like glorified stone ridges. The lack of proper building techniques and main-
tenancee is partly due to the fact that terrace building is relearned by the current generation after 
thee former one has neglected this traditional method of soil conservation. Knowledge is there-
foree not transferred effectively. Now the extension workers and their local assistants are rein-
troducingg the techniques. 

Doingg nothing to combat run-off. even when this is regarded as necessary, may be due to a 
lackk of stones in the field to build the terraces or the ridges, an inability to perform the job per-
sonallyy and (or) a lack of money to get others to do the work for you. Building terraces and 
layingg out stone rows is a man's job. Of all the respondents, only three have paid labourers to 
constructt terraces54. This is a type of investment that wil l be recouped in the long run. 

InvestmentsInvestments of quantity of land 

Nott only field quality, but also field quantity is increased by terrace building. Sometimes, an 
areaa that was unsuitable before can be used after terracing. Even dividing a used slope into hor-
izontall  plots increases the quantity. 

5:: For the use of different soil and water conserving techniques in the northern (steep) Mandara Mountains see, 
forr example. Van Andel (1998); Zuiderwijk (1998) and Ndoum Mbeyo'o (2001). 

"33 The slope also defines the number of terraces necessary On hillsides, the number of walls can increase to one for 
evenn 5 metres. On average no more than one terrace wall is built every 200 metres because on the flat plain-like 
partss of the village no terraces are built at all. The length of each terrace wall depends on the width of the fields. 

MM The wages for labourers to construct terraces depend on the number and height of the "walls' to be made For 
example,, one older farmer paid 8.000 Fcfa (in 1999) to some labourers to construct two 20 cm high terrace 
wallss of approximately 30 m length Another paid 60.000 Fcfa to labourers who constructed three 50 cm high 
terracee walls of 10 m length in 1998 
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Inn the past, land quantity was increased by borrowing land, but this habit is disappearing. 
Manyy residents acknowledge the reduction in the available lands due to the growing popula-
tion.. But the family planning program of the State has not (yet) reached the area. Almost 
nobodyy does anything to decrease the number of children bom. 

Investmentt activities to improve land surface security can be separated into two main classes. 
Thosee with many family fields activate their ownership claims. Fields that they did not use. but 
weree used by other villagers (sometimes without asking or even without knowledge of the own-
ingg family) are claimed. This means that users are evicted or forced to pay rent. The latter can 
stilll  be a symbolic amount of money or a non-monetary act to demonstrate who the owner is. 

Onn the other hand, actors decide to buy fields to safeguard the position of their off-spring. 
Att the moment. 28 % of respondents have already bought fields. However, many potential 
buyerss first have to save money. Their investment strategy is therefore to perform other activ-
itiess in order to acquire capital. Up until now. nobody has considered looking for credit to facil-
itatee land purchases. 

Ass yet. land prices are not fixed. According to respondents there are some criteria, such as 
proximity,, the general position of the field, fertility and measure. However, on the whole, prices 
aree established between seller and buyer in a quite arbitrary manner (see Table 6.3.3). As has 
beenn said before, a real land market does not exist (yet). Although Table 6.3.3 does not show a 
differencee in prices for different types of fields, compound fields are regarded as having a 
greaterr value. Nevertheless, there are users who do not want to pay the requested (high) price. 
Upp until now they can take the risk of refusing because they can continue living at the location 
duringg the negotiations (which can last for years). The feeling that prices are rising rapidly 
(whichh has also not been demonstrated to be a fact in the table) makes people eager to buy now. 

TableTable 6.3.3 Land prices (in Fcfa x 1(P  ha) over the years {based on personal information of interviewees, 
Octoberr 2002 - February 2003). 

Meann land price 

range e 

Pricee of com-

pound-field d 

(mean) ) 

Numberr of sold 

fields fields 

1960-1980 0 

75 5 

50-100 0 

Noo data 

2 2 

1981-1991 1 

52 2 

3 5-- 80 

35 5 

4 4 

1992-1993 3 

83 3 

50-110 0 

95 5 

6 6 

1994-1995 5 

62 2 

17-- 128 

62.5 5 

15 5 

1996-1997 7 

85 5 

50-128 8 

109.5 5 

5 5 

1998-1999 9 

82 2 

300 - 240 

83 3 

16 6 

2000-2002 2 

73 3 

311 -133 

91 1 

17 7 

Onee can say that the real price is decreased because the prices stayed more or less the same 
despitee the value of the Fcfa decreasing enormously55-56! 
Too circumvent future problems with regard to the proof of ownership, and based on rumours 

Fromm before independence, the Fcfa was always linked to the French Franc The economic crisis meant a con-
siderablee rise in inflation and in 1994 the Fcfa was devaluated by 50%. In 2002. 1.000 Fcfa was worth 1.5 Euro 

566 Indeed, one respondent declared that he knows of a land sale 40 years ago of 2 ha for the price of a car' 
"77 Adult education tries to teach people their rights and obligations. One of these is the right to land and the fact 

thatt the registration of land is a necessity. 
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aboutt the necessity of registration of land", sales are more often carried out now on the basis 
off  the production of transaction and ownership papers58. 

6.3.22 Human domain investments 
HealthHealth investments 

Inn the more isolated parts of the village, like the Baba Deli neighbourhood, the importance of 
preventivee health care is acknowledged. Groups are formed to build a hut to serve as a surgery 
forr visiting nurses and to spread information about both the hours of such visits and about new 
homee health measures. Some village residents take on the task of lecturing about the necessity 
off  vaccinations and of helping vaccination teams to reach all children in the village. Sometimes 
thiss work is connected to outside projects organised by the church or a foreign NGO that has 
engagedd the help of villagers. In those cases the 'informers*  wil l probably have more informa-
tionn at their disposal and may sometimes even have learned useful methods of communications. 

Inn addition, several neighbourhoods try to collect money and to engender a "willingness to 
dig'' more water wells. In the beginning of 2002. the village chief, together with representatives 
off  each neighbourhood, visited each compound personally to explain the authorities' intention 
too construct an artificial water well and to ask for Financial support from his subjects to ensure 
thee authorities indeed implemented the plan. 

EducationalEducational investments 

Today'ss parents are more motivated to send their children to school than in the past. The num-
berr of parents who send their children to school has more than doubled. These days, it is even 
consideredd a good investment to send daughters to school. Only five fathers out of a total of 
1800 do not want to invest in their daughters. But others mention the possibilities offered by 
highlyy educated girls who bring home rich husbands and accompanying goods59. Of the 43 % 
off  the population that does not send their children, the most important reason is that they are 
goingg to send them in the future when the children are old enough, if there is still enough 
moneyy to do so. Parents dream of high-up administrative for their children, or even that they 
wil ll  one day become governor60 or presidential assistant. On the other hand, general knowledge 
off  French and the juridical system are considered to be a good return on educational invest-
ments.. More information, for example about land rights and ownership papers, about identity 
cardd fees or taxation levels, makes them more secure against authorities and fraudulent civil 
servants,, the respondents say. 

Thee most obvious reason for the former generation to keep the children at home, namely 
thatt they are needed there to fetch water or herd the goats, is only mentioned by four current 
fatherss among all the 180 respondents. This is a real sign that schools are deemed very impor-
tant,, at least for the boys. Several girls are considered (more by their mothers than their fathers) 

588 Most, if not all, of these papers have no formal legal status because the law prescribes special procedures and 
signaturess of specific officials. Even those papers that have been signed by the mayor or his representative do 
nott fulfi l these prescriptions, despite the fact that the new owners have paid for them (15,000 Fcfa for exam-
ple).. The papers are. however, useful at local level and reduce people's dependency on witnesses 
"Thenn she can come by car and take me for a nde and even give me some extras from Maroua". one of the 
proudd fathers said, or: "When she has a good job. she will not bother to have children too young and then she 
cann save a bit and look after her old father." said another. 

600 Highest administrative post at provincial level 
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too be needed at home during the labour intensive rainy season and post rainy season harvest 
period.. However, these same mothers or grandmothers are willin g to pay for lessons for them 
inn the dry season. At the adult education lessons and the literacy courses they meet several of 
thosee grown up men and women that regret their former truancy or lack of possibilities and are 
noww trying to make up for the loss. 

Too give the current generation more options, the population in Dzambou Centre started a 
primaryy school during the course of 2000. They paid one of their inhabitants. \\ ith some sec-
ondaryy education experience himself, to act as a teacher and they borrowed the small chapel 
off  the Catholic Church in which to give the lessons. To the satisfaction of the Dzambou Centre 
inhabitants,, the new mayor invested community money to ensure that the teacher received reg-
ularr salary payments61. Subsequently, the male population started debating how to construct a 
reall  school building. They invested time and money in discussions of the site, the levelling of 
thee ground, the manufacture of the bricks and the inviting of experts from neighbouring vil -
lagess who had gone through the whole process before and who could help with advice. As far 
ass the other Dzambou neighbourhoods were concerned, the community investment was a sign 
off  an unequal distribution of resources. They are not really against it, but they underlined the 
increasedd necessity of also investing in some other schools". 

Thee whole process of social action to obtain a school has taken many years. It shows that 
thee village has enough social fabric to carry out collective action, but it was (and is) a difficult 
road,, paved with many quarrels63. 

6.3.33 Economic investments 
CashCash crop investments 
Thee two most important cash crops as far as Kapsiki are concerned are groundnuts and beans. 
Beanss are a century-old crop that originates in Africa itself. People are therefore used to pro-
ducingg it although, until recently, it was mainly used for consumption purposes. Groundnuts 
weree introduced by the colonial powers. This crop served to bring the Mountain plateau inhab-
itantss into the cash economy. From the 1920s onwards more and more Kapsiki became dedi-
catedd to the production of groundnuts as a cash crop. Thus, in 2002 - although every house-
holdd still used beans in the vegetable sauce that goes with sorghum paste, and groundnuts in 
otherr dishesM- the bulk of these two crops was produced for the market. 

Somee villagers buy up small amounts from different farmers and bring the collected bags 
too the regional market in Sir. Regional traders - one of them living in Oudava; locally well-
knownn as a rich man - drive here in trucks built to pass the rocky, difficult road from Mogodé. 

611 This is a strategy often applied in order to convince the State authorities of the necessity of and eagerness of 
thee population for a school. Sometimes it works and the school expenses are (officially) paid for by the State. 

6262 In the beginning of the school year 2003-2004, the Catholic pnmary school in Baba Deli (three years course) 
indeedd changed into a public school However, this did not lead to an improvement: the lack of school equip-
mentt is still as acute and the teacher's salary, which was paid punctually each month by the Catholic Church 
untill  June 2003 , has not even been paid once since (in January 2004) Equally, the Dzambou Centre teacher 
wass not paid his salary either now that school is no longer a community matter but also a State matter. 

611 Comparing the final result with the deep-down autonomy of Kapsiki households as described by Van Beek 
(1978:: 1987), one can say that the social capital towards collective action has grown. 

MM Groundnut paste is seen as indispensable for a good ngari'. the sweet flour (and nee. if available) drink It is 
aa nourishing drinkable meal consumed particularly as the first meal on Christmas morning or of the evening 
duringg Ramadan and given to hungry travellers and visitors to market 'cafés' or people's homes. 
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Theyy buy a load of groundnuts to be sold in Douala. Some of the groundnuts are exported to 
Nigeriaa and some to other areas of the world, although most of the crop is intended for the 
Camerooniann market itself. Nevertheless, the price is influenced by that on the world-market 
andd this can differ tremendously. The risk, however, is taken by the bigger traders, not by the 
villagerss themselves. They have fewer investments, earn less but are more secure. 

Beanss can also be transported as far as Douala. albeit in smaller quantities (approximately 
one-thirdd of the groundnut quantity). The majority of beans are sold in Maroua. Because more 
andd more Islamic people use beans in their daily dishes, the internal market is also growing. 

Womenn produce Bambara groundnuts. Mostly they do so mixed with other crops or in a 
smalll  corner that would otherwise not be used. They use them to feed the children between 
mealss and to sell Most of the time husbands are not aware of the amounts produced. 
Sometimess they may have helped out a bit and have at least some knowledge, but Bambara 
groundnutt production is really a woman's domain. 

Fruitt production is a good option because the area along riverbeds and on more humid 
slopess is suitable for the cultivation of fruit trees. Several families have so-called tree gardens 
wheree their ancestors planted mango, guava. grapefruit and lemon trees. People who own com-
poundd fields often plant trees, like papaya, around their houses. In spite of the fact that trans-
portt to the bigger markets is difficult and the villagers depend on regional markets only for 
sales,, more then 20 % of young men65 explain that they would like to have more trees. 
Everybodyy is expecting there to be better roads in the future. Then fruit could be sold in 
Marouaa or even further away. Until then only handfuls of grapefruits and guavas reach the Sir 
markett or the different village and neighbourhood markets and the income generated only 
servess to buy salt or sugar for household consumption, or pens and notebooks for school-
children.. The rest of the fruit enhances the vitamin uptake of the village children. 

Forr several years the production of potatoes and soybeans has been on the increase. 
However,, production is still in a kind of experimental phase and transportation presents the 
samee problems as for all other products. Nevertheless, some farmers with suitable fields do 
thinkk these crops are good alternatives. Diversification means the risks are spread. Those who 
producedd soybeans over the last two or three years66 are happy with the price and with the eas-
inesss of production. 

Inn the Fulbe settlement of Baba Deli one of the young men is trying to generate an addi-
tionall  income from potatoes and he is investing heavily in order to make transport to bigger 
marketss possible. Every year after the harvest, he clears the herbs and bushes of the small rural 
roadd from his hamlet to the main road by hand using a machete! By doing so he opens the 10 
kmm long track for a small truck that is then able to reach his stock67. Although it costs him a lot 
off  energy (and thus the need for more consumable calories) it does not interfere with labour 
demandd elsewhere. 

Ass far as he and other villagers are concerned, it is worthwhile asking repeatedly for a gov-
ernmentall  investment in an all-weather road. However, nobody knows what else to do than to 

""  I did not encounter any woman with property rights to fruit trees. 
f"'' Although the Agricultural Service data only gives production figures for 2002. in earlier years some people 

didd produce soybeans, but at too low a level to be officially recorded 
II  was very grateful for his effort because it enabled me to reach the Fulbe quarter by car very convenient when 
onee has to stav there for more than six weeks. 
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askk the village chief to ask the regional or sub-departmental chief, or perhaps the mayor. This is 
thee price that has to be paid for the poor connections between village and those at higher levels.' 

FanuFanu animals 
Likee in the rest of Sub-Saharan Africa animals are used as a banking system. People start by 
buyingg chicken, collect enough to buy a sheep or goat and later on purchase cattle if at all pos-
sible.. This can partly be seen as an economic investment. The invested money can be returned 
withh interest when the animals procreate. However, the real animal husbandry for profit is only 
carriedd out by a small number of village inhabitants. Although Kapsiki are known as the breed-
erss of a special breed of cattle (Bos taunts, Kapsiki race68) and they were used to cattle, it was 
moree often than not the case that they owned cattle purely to maintain their cultural system of 
havingg a bull fattened in the house in order to be slaughtered on specific "holy" occasions (see 
Vann Beek 1978). This was no animal husbandry aimed at amassing a herd in order to live on 
thee meat and milk or to sell the surplus to become rich. 

Today,, of all respondents <n = 180). only 49 have cattle (26 in Baba Deli (30%) and 23 in the 
restt of Dzambou (24 %) and the mean number of cattle per owner is 18 (22 for Baba Deli, range 
1-1755 and 14, range 2 - 50. for the rest of Dzambou). Several different activities connected to 
farmm animals are carried out as can be seen in Table 6.3.4. Most of the people that herd their 
ownn cattle (or have their children do the job) keep their cattle in the vicinity of their compounds, 
orr at least in the settlement area of their compound. For example. Tndmou cattle owners take 
theirr herd no further than the Tndmou bush area just south of the Baba Deli pasture. 

TableTable 6.3.4 

Cattlee owners 

(n== 49) 

Non-cattle e 

owners s 

CattleCattle related act 

Own n 

child d 
herder3 3 

4 4 

n.a. . 

Inn herd 
other r 
pers. . 

l l c c 

n.a. . 

ivitiesivities of 

Use e 
paid d 

herders s 

9 9 

n.a. . 

householdhousehold heads (n 

Herdingg own cattle 

Withh With 

cropss crops as 
ass major addi-
rncomee tional 

income e 

122 7 

n.a.. n.a. 

== 180) 

Herdingg patron's 

With h 

crops s 
ass major 
income. . 

1 1 

4 4 

With h 

cropss as 
addi--
tional l 

mcome e 

6 6 

0 0 

cattle e 

Herd d 
own n 
cattle e 

as s 
welld d 

5 5 

n.a a 

Trade e 

With h 
crops s 

ass major 

income e 

3 3 

1 1 

inn cattleb 

With h 
cropss as 

as s 
addi--
tional l 

income e 

0 0 

0 0 

== In two instances the children herd the canle in turn with their father 
bb = This mean the structural buying and selling of cattle, not the incidental sale of cattle because of crisis 
cc = On eight occasions this 'other' is a brother and on one occasion a son 
dd = These people are also included in column 5 and 6 
NBThee first three columns describe cattle owners that cultivate crops as their main income-generating activity. 

Forr an overview of categonsation and history of introduction of the Kapsiki sub-type of the Savanna shorthorn 
BosBos tauriis. see Re ê et al (1994). 
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Theree are several livestock traders in the village, but only a few of them buy and sell substan-
tiall  numbers. Some of them combine their animal trade with being a butcher at local markets, 
buyingg animals to be slaughtered soon afterwards. 

Too counter the insecurity of theft in the extended bush areas, people herd their cattle on the 
falloww surface between the fields. Now small flocks are guarded more than in the past and 
alwayss in the vicinity of the houses. Zero grazing even takes place from time to time, espe-
ciallyy during the rainy season and directly thereafter, when the risk of crop damage is sub-
stantial.. Good products that can be used as fodder are the leaves and stems of beans and 
groundnuts. . 

Att least five respondents had invested time and effort in the herding of someone's cattle 
whenn they were younger. However, only some of them had actually earned enough (or did not 
losee their calves again) to pay for wives or to build up a (small) herd. 

Non-agriculturalNon-agricultural options 
Off-far mm activities 
Somee of the Dzambou men try to earn an additional income from small-scale trade. Products 
likee sugar, salt, matches, soap and batteries are always in demand in the villages. They buy 
theirr merchandise in Mogodé, then travel from one local market to the other with just a box at 
thee back of a bicycle and sell at slightly higher prices than they paid themselves. Profit is low 
perr transaction, but especially in the dry season it is almost the only way to earn something. 

Theree are some individuals who can increase their income by being a butcher (buying a goat 
orr sheep and slaughtering it at a local market), a tailor (also possible for women), or such inci-
dentall  professions as photographer or assistant to an official. The latter profession is an hon-
ourablee but, with regard to income, highly insecure activity that may take up a lot of time. For 
example,, the forest guardian, who is assistant to the head of the sub-departmental "Forest and 
Environment""  bureau, has never been paid. 

Duringg my field visit I did not encounter people who engaged in migration labour. Some sons 
leavee temporarily during their adolescence, but they return when it is time to marry. From then 
onn they stay in the village. Some go as far away as Douala to seek their fortune while others 
choosee Lagdo where they, for example, work as fish carriers at the lake's shores. Most of them 
goo to Garoua to see something of the world. There they work as street vendors, become 
guardianss for richer Cameroonians and some of them even end up as robbers. The money they 
earnn comes in handy to pay for a bride price or household utensils. One returned adventurer 
hadd bought a generator and a television and now he is able to watch programmes if all goes 
welll  and he continues to have enough money to buy petrol60. 

Theree are (young) men who structurally do off-farm labour for others, but within the vil-
lagee or at best in Sir or Mogodé. 5.5 % of the inhabitants earn an additional income from herd-
ingg the cattle of rich villagers or owners from, for example. Mogodé. Some of those herders 
lookk after their own cattle at the same time. Boys can start looking after cattle at a very young 
agee as a way of learning the job. However, most owners with more cattle, and specifically 
whenn such an owner lives further away, want a more trustworthy and responsible herder. 
Lookingg after a herd day and night, taking the animals into isolated places to look for grazing 

6""  He complains, though, about the lack of possibilities in the village to gain money. "I could build up for the 
futuree when 1 was in Garoua. now I become poorer every year", he says. 
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andd avoiding crop damage, protecting them from theft, diseases, and thirst is a heavy task. But 
itt is well paid: every five months the herder earns a grown calf. All the herder's expenses while 
performingg the work, including meals, have to be paid by the herd owner, while he also pays 
forr medicines, salt licks and other things the cattle need. 

Ann unusual way of earning money is by performing for tourists. The Mogodé area, with its 
typicall  rock formations and inselbergs. attracts several hundreds of tourists per year. They are 
interestedd in the Kapsiki traditions, like the 'crab reading*  that is used to prophecy or find 
remediess in the case of illnesses. In addition. Kapsiki are famous for their dances. So several 
youngg men can and do form a group and hire themselves out to dance for tourists70. 

On-farmm activities 
Whenn overall production is sufficient, women have enough millet and bean yield to use for bil-
bilbil  production and the preparation of fritters. Thanks to there being a market in each neigh-
bourhoodd every week and thanks to the possibility to visit markets in neighbourhoods close by. 
womenn still have the possibility to earn some money. Sometimes this is enough to pay the 
schooll  fees of (some of) their children. Lutheran or Islamic women prepare fermented millet 
drinks,, without alcohol, to sell at markets to people of the same faith. 

Thee grasses that grow abundantly on the fallow fields between the compounds are used to 
makee mats, roofs and especially granaries. Those who still know the ancient art can earn a sub-
stantiall  income from other villagers. Although people try to save for brick houses with tin roofs 
becausee that means an increased status and less frequent repairs, such houses are too expen-
sivee for most inhabitants. Granaries are still all made according to traditional methods. 

6.3.44 Social investments 
InvestmentsInvestments in family and friends 
Evenn between brothers and sisters of different beliefs, the exchange of gifts is normal and in 
timess of crises they help each other. For example, my Lutheran host in Dzambou Centre looked 
afterr the small stock of his Islamic sister, who is married and lives in Baba Deli Fulbe hamlet. 
Whenn she needed some cash he sold one of his own goats, instead of one of hers. At the same 
time,, the dung of these goats could be used to fertilise his fields. Although this can be regard-
edd as normal behaviour, in a way these are also investment activities, because the good rela-
tionshipp with his sister, and thus with her husband and his group, serve as a safety valve in 
timess of hardship. 

Thee fact that religion also does not cause deep divides between non-relatives is shown by 
thiss same man's social network. He invests a lot of time and effort in maintaining or even 
enlargingg this network. His best friends are two Muslims, one a (second) brother-in-law. They 
weree invited to attend the Christmas celebrations and the man himself was invited in return for 
thee festivities marking the end of Ramadan. He discusses with them how to resolve problems 
concerningg his own parents-in-law. In addition, he sends his son to the Catholic mission school 
inn Sir and (without payment) works for the Catholic priests when they want information to be 
distributedd around the village. At the same time he is active in his own church. He helped put 
upp a church building and organises services and a field which is worked collectively by church 
memberss in the more isolated Tndmou area. It does not seem to be a conscious investments 
strategvv to maintain relationships with members of different religions. Based on the general 
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tolerancee of Kapsiki regarding religious beliefs, he simply chooses a wide range of different 
peoplee to diversify his network. 

Att the same time, he is an example of the young men who heavily invest in being a good 
Protestant.. He attended all the services, read the bible, prayed at home and became a catechist. 
Whenn he married his first wife, who was also a Lutheran, he hoped to be able to build a dif-
ferent,, more prosperous life with her. When she left him. as is one of the customs of Kapsiki. 
hee was enormously disappointed and it took many years for him to get over this. 

AA good strategy for both mothers of grown up sons and for the sons themselves is for the 
motherr to live in her son's compound. She can then help with different tasks and thereby 
reducee the tension that can arise between spouses. The mother herself gains a more secure 
placee to live than between the co-wives in her husbands' compound. Living apart from a hus-
bandd but in a son's compound is not regarded as divorce, so the mother can continue to use her 
husband'ss fields. In many instances, the (first) son will live near his father's house to make this 
arrangementt possible. The only investment required is to visit the husband's/father's com-
poundd now and again to help with minor tasks and to deliver littl e gifts. By residing in her 
son'ss compound the mother is also investing in her future security. She helps the household 
withh cooking (for example for visitors), cleaning and the production of crops, she looks after 
'lonely'' children, she acts as a counsellor to her son when he does not want to ask his wives 
forr advice. With her active presence she acquires a place to live in her old age. either with the 
samee son or with one of the grandchildren. 

Inn Table 6.3.5 social cohesion is measured with the help of percentages of people who loan 
outt ploughs and draught animals. It has to be said that, on the whole, not many households in 
Dzambouu own ploughs. That means that the percentages of people who can loan out ploughs 
aree not very high either. 

TableTable 6.3.5 Percentages of people who owned or borrowed and loaned out ploughs and draught animals. 

Percentagess of owners 

nn Own plough Borrowed Own Borrowed Loan out Loan out 
ploughh draught draught plough draught 

animall  animal animal 

Babaa Deh 86 26 6 29 3 23 12 
Dzambouu Tndmou 50 26 6 28 6 23 11 
Dzambouu rest 44 7 7 7 7 100 100 
Dzambouu total 180 20 5 21 5 49 41 

Thee ownership of ploughs and draught animals in the rest of Dzambou in particular, is very 
loww (7 % is three people). As a result, no conclusions can be drawn from the fact that 100 % 
off  owners loan out. This same high percentage colours the Dzambou total numbers. The only 
conclusionn that can be drawn is that there is no difference between Baba Deli and Tndmou. 

PoliticalPolitical investments 
Accordingg to tradition, the first clearer and settler in a certain area becomes the chief and his 
offspringg inherit the position. Such a position is an honourable one that brings with it some 

Percentagess of n 
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privilegess (such as free beer at household gatherings), but mostly it is also a burden. It asks 
timee and effort to settle disputes between the other settlers and. in modem times, it makes you 
thee unpaid authority representative. You have to collect taxes, distribute information and voice 
villagers**  wishes. When higher authorities do not respond to these, it is the chief who has to 
deall  with the angry reactions within the village and who gets the blame. 

Happilyy enough there are still men who have the ambition to be village chief. Some even 
tryy to buy the position these days71, because of the status that goes with it. This is possible 
becausee nowadays a village chief has to be approved by the district and sub-departmental 
authorities.. If the authorities appoint a chief who is not a member of the royal line7:. his legit-
imacyy within the village is questioned. However, in cases in which the higher authorities are 
involved,, the village adapts itself opportunistically. Then a village chief with good connections 
att higher levels is handy. Villagers try to use such networks to make higher authorities aware 
off  village needs. In short, village inhabitants do not invest in the choice of their local chief. 
Nonee of the Dzambou inhabitants deliberately tried to influence the appointment of the chief 
withh the aim of becoming better represented at the higher level and of thereby ensuring better 
governancee of village affairs. Dzambou people talk a lot about the appointment of chiefs once 
itt has happened, but in the end they take things as they come and make the best of it. 

Thee same situation exists at national level. Within the democratic system of Cameroon, cit-
izenss can (theoretically) be politically active and support a certain party that they think wil l look 
afterr their needs more effectively. Howev er. in Dzambou I did not encounter more than two men 
whoo were (slightly) engaged in this process. In the whole Sir region the most active person with 
regardd to general politics lived in Oudava73. But because he is on his own he is very vulnerable. 
Thee villagers do not seem to be aware that they can gain more clout vis-a-vis the State author-
itiess if they give more secure support to people like him. The loss of a deputyship during the 
lastt elections made people decide to vote for the RDPC at the next elections. They are not going 
too invest in a more secure democratic process. This is partly due to the illiteracy of the region: 
manyy voters do not know what they are doing. They put a voting card of a certain colour in the 
boxx arbitrarily (or following the advice of a neighbour or son), without even knowing for which 
partyy that colour stands, let alone what the party's manifesto contains74. 

Conflictt  mediation 
Ass is depicted in section 2.4. conflict mediation is changed in a 'might is right* situation. This 

™™ The current village chief of Oudava earned a lot of money in this way when he was young. He used it to amass 
aa cattle herd and finally even managed to buy the position of chief 

711 The new Oudava village, a neighbouring village of Dzambou and Sir, acquired this independent position thanks 
too the current chief who bought his chieftaincy in Mogodé Both the Sir and the Dzambou chiefs very much 
regrett this development: "brothers should stay in the same village", they say. but what they mean is that the 
onee lost a substantial pan of his territory and the other had hoped to incorporate that same territory into his own. 

722 For information about the different lineages, and the royal (Mazeu) lineage in particular, see Van Beek (1978). 
711 Being the representative of the municipality, he used to be a member of the RDPC. but when he noticed the 

fraudulentt behaviour of the administration and other RDPC members with certain power positions, he changed 
too the UNDP and that decision caused him a lot of hardship. 

744 During the 1997 parliamentary and municipality elections, at least a third of the men that went down to the vot-
ingg stations did not know that they had to vote for two different things. Several of them, while being very 
unhappvv with the incumbent mayor, nevertheless voted for him because they did not realise that the second box 
wass meant to put in the votes for a new mayor, and that the chosen colour represented the incumbent mayor 
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meanss that a general investment in the conflict resolution realm should aim at the improvement 
off  the hierarchical position within the village. Then, internal conflicts wil l be judged by co-vil-
lagerss in favour of the person of higher order. In the case of conflicts outside the village 
(whetherr with the authorities or with inhabitants of other villages) the lower placed co-vil-
lagerss wil l make a bigger effort to support the higher-placed person, in an effort to gain a bet-
terr position themselves. When the better position cannot be reached by way of wealth ranking 
orr relationship with chiefs, other methods have to be used. One of these can be creating a name 
inn wisdom, claiming longer term ancestry of one's family and royalty thereof, or by demon-
stratingg a good relationship with the higher authorities. The latter seems to resemble circle rea-
soning,, but it is feasible, as is shown by two inhabitants who regularly visit Mogodé to help 
outt at the lamido's or sub-prefect's house or court/bureau75. 

Inn addition to the general position within the village, the overall importance of one's social 
networkk is a major factor. On the one hand this influences the hierarchical position as such 
(manyy important friends make you important too). On the other hand, if the ties between the 
memberss of one social group are strong enough, it also makes a lower placed person stronger 
byy way of numbers. For example, if witnesses are required, really good friends are indispen-
sable.. Even if they do not serve as witnesses, their insistence in a difficult matter makes judges 
sidee with them more quickly76. 

Inn a more ad hoc sense, people nowadays tend to invest more effort and money in conflict 
resolutionn by involving the police more quickly. They do not trust village conflict resolution 
systemss and resort directly to the higher authorities, despite them knowing that this wil l cost 
themm a lot of money. They say that they prefer to pay more if it gives them more security as 
regardss punishment of the offender. More often than not this is related to general feelings of 
(injustice.. There are inhabitants that are involved in year-long court sessions because they do 
nott want their adversary to go free. Whether or not this can be seen as a long-term investment 
inn the sense of'"you can't escape him, so do not do anything bad to him" remains to be inves-
tigated;; especially when the amount of money lost is very high77. 

Investmentt in the solution of conflicts with the State is more difficult . Of course this is 
directlyy related to the political security of the whole village and the village inhabitants sepa-
rately.. But here again, the social network within the village or region plays an important role 
(seee the end of this section and note 74). 

Thee need to have more security against arbitrary actions from State officials related to accu-
sationss of criminal offences makes people again seek a better social position within the village. 
Nextt to that, they try not to upset the authorities in general, although their autonomous char-
acterr defends them from being too docile. Another important domain of conflicts between cit-

^  ̂ That this is a nsky undertaking is shown by the son of one of the respondents, who visited the latnido so often 
thatt he got annoyed and forebode him to come to his court ever again. 

766 A good example is the case of the field sold between Dzambou and Oudava (January 2003) in which the buyer 
(aa sub-neighbourhood chief) was objectively in the right. However, the seller was able to claim more money, 
evenn two years after the deal, because he had more family and friends around him during the hearings at the 
markett and they kept on coming back several days in a row to insist again and again on a re-judgement. 

777 Some people simply referred to honesty and justice and sometimes, but not always, referred to Chnstian 
norms.. For them it seems to be an issue related to morals and not economics or investments. Of course defend-
ingg moral codes has a community function (with a very long-term effect) and this could be the motivation of 
certainn individuals, especially when they speak of "I do not want to live in a village with so many liars." 
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izenss and the State is the tenure of land. These days adult education teachers tell the inhabi-
tantss of the importance of land tenure titles and this means more and more people are starting 
too register their territories. However, because legitimate registration is very difficult , within the 
contextt of village reality people organise written proofs of traditional ownership rights and 
theirr sale. Unfortunately, such registration between farmers does not have a legitimate status 
forr the State. 

Inn the case of a conflict between the State and farmers over land that the State wants to cat-
egorisee as forest, former owners (according to local traditional customs) do not have many 
rightss if their property is not officially registered. Consequently, the people invoked look for 
otherr options to safeguard their interests. One of these is Act 94/01 of 1994 on the regime of 
forests,, wildlif e and fishery™. In Articles 26 and 27 it states that, when a certain forest is clas-
sifiedd as protected, the autochthonous population can go on with its 'normal use'. If such rights 
becomee limited (or denied outright) the population should be given compensation (according 
too rules laid down in an up-to-date decree). The classification can only take place when all the 
peoplee that have made investments in the land concerned are compensated7". 

When,, in the current case, some of the villagers heard of this right, they started to inform oth-
erss to make sure that enough people register as owners. They thought this investment would 
increasee the possibility of payment. Indeed, several users of pasture fields willingl y subscribed 
too the list of 'field owners' that the sub-prefect made during the first information meeting with 
thee villagers. They thought it a good, or at least feasible, way of resolving the problem. The def-
initionn of ownership of the sub-prefect, however, did not correspond with that of the Kapsiki of 
Dzambou.. For him. and according to the 1994 Act. only those users that improved their fields 
wouldd be eligible for compensation. Nevertheless, up until now. although the border poles have 
alreadyy been placed, these registered persons did not receive anything in cash or kind. 

Onn the contrary, those Dzambou farmers who indeed registered now regret their investment 
inn the ownership list. Meanwhile they have become afraid that the list of names wil l be used 
againstt them. The sub-prefect has already accused one of the persons, who expressed to be 
againstt the installation of the pasture reserve, of insurgency80. 

CulturalCultural investments 
Inn Kapsiki culture seasonal highlights are celebrated throughout the year together with other 
Kapsiki.. This has a bonding (within the village) and a binding (between the villages) function. 
Ann example of such an occasion is the "Lah festivities" that celebrate the harvest and the new 
marriagess of the last year. In a festival cycle, the different Kapsiki villages of the Mogodé dis-
trictt take turns to slaughter animals, brew beer and make music and dance while eating and 
drinkingg together for a number of days. Most Kapsiki do not visit (all) neighbouring villages 
duringg their festival days to join in the celebrations, but some of them do and some of the peo-
plee from Dzambou at least go to Mogodé when it is that village's turn. Apart from going from 
compoundd to compound to drink the millet beer and to eat the special groundnut-with-ashes 

'ss For an extensive discussion of the 1994 Forestry Law see Nguiflb (1994) 
Seee also Chapter 4 

s""  This was the representative of Sir Municipality, living in Oudava. It was only at the departmental court in 
Mokoloo that a judge dared to declare this accusation false and only after the hearing of many witnesses co-vil-
lagerss (again a sign of the importance of social bonds in the village) and when the sub-prefect himself did not 
appearr at the court session 
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paste,, the festival days are used to confirm marriages. During the year, when all harvest activ-
itiess have been completed (the end of January until March), marriages are consummated by the 
bridee residing at her new husband's home for a period of one month. After that, she returns to 
herr father's house to await the Lah festival and to gather utensils and belongings for her new-
home.. On the first day of the village festival, relatives and friends (especially women) arrive 
att her father's home to give her presents and to accompany her subsequently to her new house. 
Thee long procession of singing women lead their 'victim' first to a trustworthy neighbour of 
thee groom who has to take over the father's role from the bride's father. This connects the 
bride'ss neighbourhood to that of her new husband and makes sure she is protected now her 
ownn father is so far away. It also gives the groom the advantage of a more secure marriage and 
protectss him against hasty divorces. 

Kapsikii  acknowledge the greater psychological distance between members of different vil-
lagess and those within villages. To strengthen bonds between the villages in the event of cross-
borderr marriages, special attention is paid during the festival dances by the newly wed men to 
theirr "outsider' wives81. 

Evenn Muslim and Christian villagers visit the dances (although perhaps only as spectators), 
too demonstrate their connectedness with their village and the Kapsiki as a whole. This also 
reflectss the fact that, although the different religious groups invest in their churches, these same 
religionss do not (so far) pose a threat to the cohesion of the village. Between Christians and 
Muslimss a kind of feeling of togetherness exists because of the idea that they adhere to a mod-
ernn religion. On the other hand. Catholics and traditional believers are happy to drink beer 
together.. This binds Lutherans and Muslims, because they can look down on those 'alcoholics'. 

Inn general Kapsiki like an interesting chat and a good laugh. The habit of telling jokes with 
doublee meanings, using (and inventing) verbs with double meanings and singing "scabrous 
youthh songs" (Van Beek, 2004, pers. comm.) diminishes internal conflicts and binds them 
together.. Also the bragging and laughing about violence (for example, about the taking - not 
'stealing'' - of somebody's property, or about a 'strong wife' standing up to her husband and, 
off  course, about the attacks by ancestors on neighbouring villages or the Fulbe82) are binding 
elements.. In day-to-day reality, however, violence is not intended to escalate. At village level, 
plentyy of very nasty stories of the past are told on this subject which serve as sufficient warn-
ing.. In addition, at household level, spouses are not meant to beat each other up. 

Thee general livelihood situation as well as the insecurities that exist in the village, together 
withh people's investments as described in section 3 are summarised in Table 6.3.6. 

Inn short, the bulk of insecurities does not concern the naturall  domain of the village, but rather 
thee other three domains. The environment has a moderately safe status and population pres-
suree is not very high. However, as regards the worst off third of the population, they suffer 
fromm a lack of land availability and a resulting shortage of food production. In addition, specif-
icallyy investments in the natural domain are difficult, thus, future environmental insecurities 
mayy be feared. 

811 See also Van Beek (1989: 631). about villages "celebrating its new members". 
s:: Based on personal observations and on the personal comments of Van Beek (2004). 
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TableTable 6 3.6 3.6 Summary of current level of insecurities and investments tn the domains of the 'insecurity com 
p!e.\p!e.\',', based un Lapita]s'ks of the village as a whole i— bad. o = moderate. - = good, in the 
investmentt column: - = no investment, o = a bit investment; - = a lot of investments) 

Physicall  basis 
Populationn density 

Landd availability 

Commod.. ofland 
Foodd pro-duction versu 

Health h 
Education n 
Cashh crops 

Livestock k 

ss needs 

Non-agricul-turall  possibilities 
Socio-cultural l 

Political l 
Landd allocation 

Conflictt resolution 

Average e 
levell  of 

village e 

0 0 

--
-*--*-

. . 
JJ--
o o 

--
o o 

o o 

--
0 0 

. . 
--

--

Situationn Security Invest-
off  worst (= ex- ments 
offf  üiird pected level 
off  pop in future) 

Investmentss details 

Noo real family planning 
Variouss qualitative methods by small 
numberr of persons, invasion of pasture 
Rising:: more safeguarding by owners 
Cropp diversification; ploughs: etc 
Rising g 
Rising g 
Everybody,, but low scale; no sales deve 
lopment t 
Everybodyy tries, not really successful 
Loww scale; low technology 
Losss of old systems, but some increase 
off  new ones 
Almostt not 
'o'' when regarding pasture lands, but 
quickk retreat 
Add hoc muddling through 

6.44 Intrusion of other niche: Box 2 

Inn combination with, or apart from, all the investment options described, some farmers choose 
too enter the designated pasture area (see Figure 6.2. Box 2). For decades it has been used sole-
lyy as grazing land, combined with some extraction of construction wood and minor "wild" 
products.. Only a small group of Islamic "cattle keepers' (called such by the rest of the village) 
foundedd a tiny settlement just inside the boundaries, almost at the start of the period of pas-
torall  use. Initially they started they built only simple compounds, but in the course of time they 
clearedd fields around their houses and built a water well to provide for their drinking water 
needs.. Nowadays this settlement is called the "Fulbe neighbourhood". 

Thus,, the original grazing land was more or less divided into two parts: the empty bush and 
thee "Fulbe settlement"*4. When, ten years ago, the first cultivators passed the boundaries of the 
so-calledd 'empty pasture", as agreed upon a generation before, and started to cut down trees to 
preparee fields for agriculture, hardly anyone was bothered. However, other people quickly fol-
lowedd the example of these pioneers and soon a whole segment of the pasture area had become 

Seee Chapter 2 
Thee name 'Fulbe settlement' is derived from the fact that it used to be inhabited by Fulbe. alongside Kapsiki 
converts,, and because the Kapsiki tend to denominate all Islamic persons "Fulbe". being the name of the eth-
nicc group that originally brought the Islam to these regions of North Cameroon (see Van Santen 1993. Schilder 
1994.. and Chapter 4 of this thesis). This adoption of the Fulbe name gives Islamisation an additional ethnic 
quality y 
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cultivatedd land. After a number of years, a second wave of farmers had arrived and then a 
third8'' and each time the boundary of the pasture was redefined (see Figure 6.5). To an ever 
increasingg degree, the pasture area was at risk of being totally invaded. 

Off  the twenty-three users in 2001. eight started using the pasture fields one or two years ago 
whilee five others did so three or four years ago. Another seven respondents mentioned that they 
havee used their pasture fields "a couple of years now". That means that at least thirteen people 
startedd to use the pasture fields after the announcement by the authorities that a reserve was to 
bee created and there may have been more. Only three of the 2001 users certainly started earlier. 

Thee reasons and motivations of fanners for choosing this invasion option will be analysed 
inn the following sections. Additional reasons will also be sought to explain the difference 
betweenn farmers that left the area and those that continued. After the authorities had declared 
thatt the area was to become official forest pasture land, some people relocated their agricul-
turall  activities to "outside" fields. Others, however, continued inside the delineated boundaries. 
Confrontedd with these cultivators and the fact that most of them had already prepared their 
fieldd and even sowed it. the sub-prefect gave extended permission for the land to be used for 
onee more production season. 

6.4.11 Reasons for intrusion in the environmental domain 
Thee surface of Dzambou seems to be vast and there does not seem to be a general scarcity of 
land.. There is not even any evidence of an overall decline in production. There are. however, 
individualss and families who are experiencing increased pressure on their fields. It is the quali-
tyy or quantity of fields outside the pasture area that may influence farmers*  options. Some culti-
vatorss do not have much land available, or their land is infertile. To them the scarcity is obvious. 
Thosee whose ancestors cleared fields in the pasture area may want to use those fields. Others in 
thee same position, but without traditional ownership of territory in the pasture area, may want to 
hiree or borrow from owners because of the vast quantity or good quality of the pasture fields and 
becausee the owners are interested in loaning or renting out for a variety of reasons. 

Inn order to determine the influence of position, quantity and quality of fields on the use of 
pasturee fields. Table 6.4.1 shows the field position of fields owned, divided among owners and 
non-ownerss of pasture areas, and users and non-users thereof. In other words, those who cul-
tivatee or not within the pasture boundaries as they were delineated by the authorities' 2002 
boundaryy markings. In this table, ownership of fields is defined according to Kapsiki tradition, 
thatt is on the basis of whether the fields had been cleared in the past by the actor or one of his 
ancestorss and whether they were still family (or personal) property (not sold or given away). 
Thee position of fields can be three-fold (or a combination thereof): 1) fields can lie within the 
pasturee boundaries that are delimited by the authorities in 2002 (excluding the Fulbe neigh-
bourhoodd from the pasture): 2) they can lie within the traditional boundaries, but outside the 
delimitedd area (that means in the Fulbe neighbourhood) or 3) totally outside the pasture zone. 
Fromm table 6.4.1 it can be concluded that there are no households that depend totally on the 
pasturee for their fields. Yet. there are four households that depend on the fields in the Fulbe 
settlementt area. They run the risk of losing their fields should the authorities change the 
implementedd delineation and resort to former boundaries in order to avoid havoc (see below). 

8~~ Most of those invading farmers came from Dzambou. but some of them originate in Viti in the North-West 
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TableTable 6.4.1 NumberNumber of users and non-users of pasture fields and the position of owned fields (sharedor prhare). 

Userss of pasture fields3 Non-userss of pasture fields 

Inn pasture only 
Inn past * outside 
Inn past -f Fulbe comer 
Inn past t- Fulbe corner ~ outside 
Inn Fulbe corner only 
Inn Fulbe corner •*• outside 
Outsidee only 

Owning g 
pasturee fields 

0 0 
13 3 
0 0 
3 3 

n.a a 
n.a. . 
n.a a 

Nott owning 
pasturee fields 

n.a. . 
n.a. . 
nn a. 
n.a. . 

0 0 
1 1 
6 6 

Owning g 
pasturee fields 

0 0 
16 6 
0 0 
2 2 

n.a. . 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 

Nott owning 
pasturee fields 

nn a 
na. . 
n.a a 
n.a. . 

4 4 
7 7 

130 0 

aa = a 'user of a pasture field' is somebody who cultivated a field situated within the official 2002 boundary, at 
leastt until the moment of delineation 

Theree were some inhabitants of the Fulbe settlement (four households) that used fields within 
thee pasture boundaries, although they are very much in favour of the pasture and think the 
clearingg of trees within the area a real waste. This strategy may be based on the feeling that 
leadss to the tragedy of open access: when nobody regulates the pasture, not using it is a per
sonall loss, because at the same time, others acquire a (short-term) gain. The long-term loss is 
goingg to occur anyhow. The moment that the sub-prefect forbade the agriculture within the 
pasturee zone (April 2002). they stopped cultivating there. These people were very happy with 
thee intervention of the authorities. 

Theree is only one owner-user who lives outside the Fulbe settlement and who stopped 
straightaway,, but he declares that he did not know the authorities would grant another year of 
use.. otherwise he would have continued. Thus, in total 12 owner-users continued cultivating 
duringg 2002 and they all want to continue afterwards86. 

Intrusionn of pasture fields is not motivated by absolute necessity based on field position. 
Tablee 6.4.2 shows necessity based on the fertility of other fields. 

TableTable 6.4.2 Number of users, non-users and owners of pasture fields with a certain soil fertility of fields 
outsideoutside the pasture (n = 180, but respondents can give different types of fertility for differ 
entt fields, so the total number is more than 180.) 

iood d Goodd + 
moderate e 

moderate e Moderate e 
bad d 

bad d Good d 
bad d 

Good* * 
bad* * 

moderate e 

Users s 
Non-users s 
owners s 

7 7 
64 4 
9 9 

3 3 
44 4 
10 0 

7 7 
29 9 
10 0 

1 1 
20 0 
0 0 

Thiss table shows that pasture field users have bad or good fields to cultivate outside the pas
turee equally often. Moreover, as far as owners are concerned, the division of fields is spread 

Off the six user-non-owners only two continued cultivating in the pasture after the delineation. 
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overr good, bad and moderate. It seems as if the state of fields outside the pasture has not influ-
encedd the choice to use pasture fields or leave them alones\ Those users with good fields else-
wheree either had quite a number of family fields and/or private lands acquired by purchasing 
orr clearing. The worst position related to surface area was occupied by two household heads 
fromm the same extended family who have to share 3 ha with four male (extended) family mem-
berss (household size five and four persons, meaning access to 0.2 ha and 0.15 ha per person )KS. 

Thee last reason in the natural domain that can play a role in starting cultivation in the pasture 
areaa is related to distance. Although, in general, only those farmers that live within reasonable dis-
tancee to the pasture use the fields therein8", this does not offer any explanation as to why they start 
usingg those fields now. Moreover, the farmers the closest to the pasture, those of the Fulbe settle-
mentt of Baba Deli, all refrain (now) from using pasture fields, except for those fields that surround 
theirr compounds and lie within the traditional boundaries only. They explain that specifically "the 
inhabitantss of 'Dzambou' and not those of Baba Deli started cultivating in the pasture""". For them 
thiss is all the more amazing, because they think Dzambou is so much further away. 

Thatt this idea of "only those farmers from Dzambou invade the pasture" is based on false 
perceptionss is shown by the data: of all the 22 users. 9 live in Baba Deli neighbourhood. Again 
thiss shows the general social distance felt between Baba Deli inhabitants and the rest of 
Dzambou.. It has to be added, though, that eight of those nine farmers stopped cultivating after 
thee delineation and only two of them are against the official delineation of the pasture. This is 
thee reverse of the figures of Dzambou Centre and Tndmou users". 

6.4.22 Reasons for intrusion in the human domain 
Thee persons that start(ed) using their fields in the reserve and mention that they are against the 
installationn of the pasture are slightly different from the rest of the Dzambou inhabitants with 
regardd to their health or their investments in health. They see to the vaccination of their chil-
dren,, in the event of illnesses they visit the health post more quickly even if they have no 
money922 and all their wives visit the antenatal consultations at the hospital. Of course they are 
mostlyy young and healthy men (mean 35 year, with a range from 27 to 43). but that is because 
thee pasture is far from the compounds and the trees to be cut to clear a field are high. Old or 
il ll  people are not able to perform one of these tasks, whether they want to or not. 

Inn the field of education, pasture "invaders' who do not want to quit are more educated than 
thee village mean: 70 % have had some primary school education and 80 % send their children 
too school. 

Thus,, they are younger men with higher capacities (own education and information), more 
motivationn to achieve a better position in lif e (see for example the number that send their chil-

K""  Of course, those individuals without good fields went into the pasture because of the lack of fertile fields else-
where,, but this cannot be used as a general, and therefore clarifying, tendency 

RKK These are members of a relatively well-educated family with their compounds in the north of Tndmou. adjacent 
too the pasture. Anger about the restrictions on using the pasture fields is high within this extended family. 

HH""  Namely either in Baba Deli or in Dzambou Tndmou (except for only two users): see Figure 6.3. 
Ass has been explained before, inhabitants of Baba Deli, although officially part of the whole Dzambou village, 
considerr themselves as a separate entity, more related to Oudava (see Fig. 6 3) 

''' Eight out of thirteen users are against the pasture On two occasions the respondent's opinion was unknown. 
"~~ They explain that they count on credit possibilities. 'The nurse wron"t send you away if she sees that you are 

reallyy suffering You can always pay afterwards." 
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drenn to school) and less timid with regard to the authorities. Contrary to former generations, 
theyy know that Cameroonian citizens have rights and they referred repeatedly to these during 
thee interviews and talks. 

6.4.33 Reasons for intrusion in the economic domain 
Thee human capital profile outlined leads to a different way of looking at economic possibili-
ties.. These young men have learned about the possibility of commoditisation of land, they 
'see""  (and discuss between them and with the interviewer) the future value of land (if they are 
nott yet already perceiving a high economic value) and do not want to lose such land just like 
that.. They are more oriented towards modern lif e and know about the existence of television01 

andd higher production systems. They are not geared towards traditional productions or pro-
ductionn systems, but want to have enough fields to use modern systems or even to escape vil -
lagee lif e altogether. 

Somee of them, who acknowledge that they are not able themselves to cultivate their entire 
surfacee area, want to have income from rent, especially from the fertile pasture lands. When 
theyy do aim to acquire more farm animals, they do not foresee any shortage in grazing possi-
bilitiess saying, "there is so much fallow land between the fields now""4. For them the installa-
tionn of a pasture reserve is not necessary. On the contrary, it would mean that the needs of (sev-
erall  ) Dzambou farmers are denied. 

6.4.44 Reasons for intrusion in the social domain 
Although,, as stated in the Chapter 4, Cameroon is a hotchpotch of different ethnicities, in this 
casee the whole village consists of only Kapsiki inhabitants (except for two Fulbe families in 
thee 'Fulbe settlement*). Although villagers in general and Fulbe settlement inhabitants in par-
ticular,, use the name "Fulbe*" for Muslims, they still make a difference between the "real" 
Fulbee and "We Kapsiki". Many jokes are made by the Fulbe about the length of Kapsiki noses, 
too which Kapsiki reply with jokes about the relatively recent arrival of those "whites"05. 
Consequently,, one can conclude that, at least in this case of discord, ethnicity plays no role. 

Thee situation may be different when religion is involved. Al l types of religion are repre-
sentedd within Dzambou. As has been mentioned earlier, most of the villagers adhere to the 
traditionall  Kapsiki religion"6, but several of them are Christians that belong to the Catholic. 
Adventistt or Lutheran churches and some are Muslims. Different religions can even be 
foundd within one family, sometimes even in one household and tolerance with respect to 
religionn is high. Because it turned out that mainly inhabitants of the Islamic Fulbe settlement 
helpedd the authorities with the placing of border poles around the pasture reserve, the ques-
tionn rises as to whether it is religion as such that makes people choose the side of cattle keep-
erss (as if in memory of the original occupation of those that brought Islam, and their cattle, 
too the country). 

Userss and owners of pasture fields do not. however, specifically belong to one of the three 

Att least seven of them asked me about, or explained, the possibilities for obtaining and watching a television 
inn the village or m their own compound. 

"44 Personal interviews and group discussions with village inhabitants, October 2002 - January 2003 
Inn general, the Fulbe have a lighter skin than the non-Fulbe and an 'Arabic" nose, while the Kapsiki have 
broader,, short noses. However, inter-marnages have evened out a lot of these external differences 

""  for an explanation of that religion see Van Beek (1978 and 1987). 
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religionss or their churches'". Neither are they specifically restricted to one of the Dzambou 
neighbourhoods.. In some neighbourhoods more pasture field users can be found (like in the 
northernn half of Tndmou). but this is due more to the fact that family members used to build 
theirr compounds in the vicinity of fathers*  house. As a result, some sub-neighbourhoods con-
sistt of extended families that together (again like in the northern Tndmou case) own a specif-
icc part of the area. Their forefathers normally cleared fields that were situated adjacent to each 
otherr in the same region. 

Off  course, these extended families that experience the same problems are strong alliances 
designedd to withstand other users or even the authorities. Even when a nephew or uncle is able 
too survive without a pasture field, the lack of fertile lands available to his family members and 
thee perceived injustices perpetrated against his relatives makes him angry enough to be a 
potentiall  ally in future fights. 

Inn the political domain it seems as if the thirteen (and perhaps seven others08) that started 
usingg the pasture fields after the announcement of the reserve installation, chose to use their 
pasturee fields as a deliberate strategy to counter the State's plans. Perhaps they counted on the 
Statee law that obliges the buying out of traditional users in the case of forest reserve categori-
sation.. Whether or not this is true cannot be concluded, because none of the respondents gave 
aa positive answer to this type of question. It can be assumed that at least some of these users 
didd not know of the existence of such a law beforehand and that, if they did know, could not 
havee known of the difference the State authorities make between actual users and owners 
accordingg to traditional custom (see below). 

6.55 Assertion of rights to fields: Box 3 

Thee conflict situation, as depicted in Box 3 (see Fig 6.2), only arises when two (or more) par-
tiess are opposing each other. Both continue to stress their access, use or even ownership rights 
too the same piece of land. At the same time it is clear that mutual use is not possible. Because 
conflictt asks for two parties that ascertain their rights, here I wil l first depict the claims of the 
cultivators. . 

Itt is not only farmers that own, use or want to use fields in the pasture area, who claim rights 
there.. Also other inhabitants of Dzambou. and even outside Dzambou, do have an opinion 
aboutt the legitimacy of the installation of the pasture reserve. 

6.5.11 About the borders 
Everyonee agrees about the limits of Ardo's zone: originally it was far bigger than at the 
momentt (see Figure 6.5). Yet. after 20 years of strict pasture use. the reserve started to dimin-
ishh due to invading cultivators from all directions - sometimes up to the centre of the area - and 

q77 Four of the users are Islamic, seven adhere to a traditional religion and rune are Christian The numbers among 
thee owners are: 5 Islam. 17 traditional and 11 Christian. 

'**  Most probably some of these seven did not want to oppose the State with their pasture cultivation (even if they 
didd start after the announcement), because they belong to the group very much in favour of the pasture. They 
stoppedd their cultivation activities in the pasture zone directly after the instalment of the boundaries 
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duee to the settlement of "Islamic cattle keepers' on the east side. First, these cattle owners only 
builtt their houses there, so it did not really disturb the pasture. But later on they started to cul-

FigureFigure 6.5 Boundaries of Baba Deli pasture reserve over time 

tivatee around these houses and. as a result, the pasture area lost a considerable part of its sur-
facee area. As soon as the authorities decided to establish the pasture area officially to counter 
agriculturall  invasions, discords arose between the villagers over which boundaries should be 
usedd and where. Some of the cultivators that do not live in the ""Fulbe settlement" of Baba Deli 
stickk to the original boundaries from the Elhadji Ardo time. "Why should the Fulbe be 
favoured?? When we are not allowed to cultivate in the pasture reserve, they should not be 
allowedd either. Thev are no different to us!" 
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Inn the whole village. 22 household heads (12 %) are against the pasture as it is delineated 
byy the authorities, because of the inequality that it causes (see Table 6.5.1. third column). They 
expresss their willingness to assist field owners in their resistance of both authorities and (what 
theyy call) cattle owners. They agree with pasture field users when they continue to use those 
fieldss despite the official delineation. 

6.5.22 Pasture or arable land 
Thee bush area of Baba Deli is denominated as pasture reserve and has. indeed, been used as 
suchh for decades. Today's inhabitants of Dzambou agree about the existence of this grazing 
areaa in the past. Unfortunately, they do not agree about the current status of this zone. Some 
400 years ago a rich cattle-owner, Elhadji Ardo. who roamed the bush with his herd, started an 
areaa specially set aside for cattle and which was not used for agriculture. According to today's 
cultivatorss it was an agreement between him and the first cultivators, as a 'win-win' arrange-
ment.. Because there was enough space to cultivate elsewhere, the grandfathers and fathers of 
today'ss respondents consented to leaving this part of the recently cleared forest to cattle. "But", 
manyy of the farmers say today, "only for the time being!" According to the respondents the 
deall  was that, when necessary because of increasing infertility of the fields used, the cultiva-
torss would return and the cattle keepers would switch to the exhausted fields. Thus, the invad-
ingg farmers are motivated to do so because they think it is their right and because it is in line 
withh the former agreement and their customs. The offspring of the original clearers should now 
inheritt the land. 

TableTable 6.5.1 Division of opinions about the pasture™ in Baba Deli, Tndmou and rest of Dzambou and of 
ownerss and intruders (=users) (n =172; 21 x double opinion. 2 x three opinions, intruders: 2 x 
doublee opinion). 

Babaa Deli 
Tndmou u 

Dzainbou-rest t 
Totall  village 

intruders3 3 

Intruderss that st 

Ownerss of past 

aa = 8 users are 

opped d 

Against. . 
noo need 

7 7 
19 9 
24 4 

50 0 

5 5 
2 2 

fieldfield 7 

fromfrom Baba Deli in total 

Against. . 
unequal l 

10 0 

6 6 
6 6 

22 2 

6 6 
0 0 

5 5 

Against, , 
noo land 

4 4 

5 5 
-i i 

11 1 
2 2 

1 1 
7 7 

Total l 
against t 

21 1 
30 0 

32 2 
83 3 

11 1 
n.a. . 

17 7 

Pro o 
pasture e 

64 4 
19 9 

16 6 
99 9 

10 0 
6 6 

19b b 

No o 
opinion n 

5 5 
6 6 

5 5 

16 6 
3 3 
2 2 

2 2 

Total l 

90 0 
55 5 

53 3 

198 8 
23 3 

n.a. . 
33 3 

bb = 5 x inhabitants of the Fulbe neighbourhood 

Forr today's farmers, whose fields seem to be loosing their fertility, the time has come to ful-
fi ll  that agreement. Even those without fields in the pasture area, but with diminishing field-

'' No need" means, that the respondents think the pasture is unnecessary because of an abundance of grazing 
landd or a lack of cattle. 'Unequal" refers to the idea that inhabitants' rights should be the same: everybody or 
nobodyy can use the pasture lands for cultivation 'No land" means that the respondent is against the creation 
off  pasture because (s)he needs the fields there because (s)he lacks other fields 'Pro pasture" can mean the 
respondentt is for the creation of pasture land without restriction or is for it but with slightly different bound-
ariess Most people who are both for and against want a pasture zone, but not in Baba Deli 
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fertility,, can see the logic of this reasoning. All claim the fields within the pasture boundaries 
forr themselves or their co-villagers. And they expect cattle keepers to carry on using the other 
partt of the village territory. The majority of those farmers do not see the need for pasture in the 
firstt place (see Table 6.5.1. second column). There is plenty of fallow and bush between the 
fieldss and around the compounds that can be used by cattle all year round, they say. "There is 
moree grazing land than cattle, and that will continue to be the case for a very long time". 

Inn addition, there are some farmers who do not have enough land themselves, as explained 
above,, and have no alternative than to start fields in the pasture, but this is a small minority. In 
general,, the farmers that claim that there is not enough land left all have several other fields at 
theirr disposal and these also have a moderate to good fertility status. The discrepancy between 
theirr claim of a lack of land and their factual information about their fields" situation can be 
explainedd by the tangible feeling that the land area and level of fertility are diminishing, pop-
ulationss are increasing and by the wish to modernise, a wish to enter the new way of life. 

Theree is a remarkable distribution throughout the village of farmers who claim the pasture to 
bee arable land that should also be used as such. It is "the rest of Dzambou" that hosts a sig-
nificantt majority of claimants. Although Tndmou neighbourhood, and especially Dzambou 
Centre,, are further away from the pasture than Baba Deli, from the northern part of Tndmou 
wheree a big amount of contestants live, it does not take that long to walk to a pasture field. 

Thee same applies to the herding of cattle there. Nevertheless. Dzambou cattle owners now 
preferr to herd their cattle in the vicinity of their compounds so that more manure is produced 
onn the fields close to their homes and where there is more security against theft. The denomi-
nationn of a pasture area would sooner or later make cattle owners retreat to that zone. This 
wouldd be a loss for those with only fields outside the pasture. They would then be faced by the 
problemm of where to acquire manure. Thus, for some of them, the sooner the pasture is desig-
natedd as arable land and the fallow between the houses as grazing land, the better . If the pas-
turee fields could indeed be used for agriculture, the risk of crop damage would not be very big 
becausee wide enough corridors from one fallow field to the other would remain open. 

TableTable 6.5.2 Number of village inhabitants with a certain field position and their opinions about the pasture 
reservereserve (n = 172; 21 x double opinion; 2 x three opinions; lx no fields at all) 

Inn reserve onlv 
Inn reserve - outside3 

Inn reserve - F-settlem. 
Inn F-settlem 

Inn F-settlem - outside 
Inn F-settlem.- reserve 
-- outside 

Outside e 

Totally y 

agreed d 

0 0 
11 1 
0 0 
4 4 
5 5 

4 4 

33 3 

Agreed d 
diflf .. form 

0 0 
7 7 

0 0 
0 0 

1 1 
0 0 

34 4 

Nno o 

opinion n 

0 0 
1 1 
0 0 
0 0 

1 1 
0 0 

14 4 

Against, , 

noo need 

0 0 

9 9 

0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
0 0 

40 0 

Against, , 
inequality y 

0 0 

7 7 

0 0 
0 0 

-> > 
0 0 

13 3 

Against, , 
noo land 

0 0 

6 6 
0 0 

0 0 

1 1 
1 1 

1 1 

Total l 
for r 

0 0 

IS S 
0 0 

0 0 

6 6 
4 4 

66 6 

Total l 
against t 

0 0 
22 2 

0 0 
0 0 
4 4 

I I 

55 5 

'' outside = fields are situated outside the pasture reserve as well as outside the Fulbe (F-) settlement 

Althoughh there is a difference in opinion about the pasture between the two Dzambou regions, 
thee division of opinions for or against the pasture seem not to depend on the position of the 
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fieldsfields (see Table 6.5.2). The opinions of all persons with some fields in the pasture are evenly 
dividedd between those for and against (22 versus 23). Of all the Dzambou inhabitants who 
havee only fields outside the contested area, a small majority of 66 versus 55 is for the creation 
off  pasture land. 

Ann opinion on the pasture can. however, be shaped by the perception of the field-owner of the 
usefulnesss of his fields and the possibility of getting a sufficient yield from them (see Table 
6.5.3).. Indeed, although the correlation can only be seen when bad and moderate fields are 
takenn together, and is then still not significant, field infertility seems to make people aware of 
thee necessity of the use of the pasture fields. 

Tablee 6.5.3 shows that a majority (112 persons out of 198) consider (some of) their fields 
too be properly fertile, although they are sometimes complemented with moderate or even poor 
fields.fields. This underlines the remark about the general scarcity position of the total village (see 
above).. On the other hand, one can say that the better the fields, the higher the ratio between the 
proo and the contra pasture opinion: this ratio is 62 : 41 for people with good fields and 33 : 3-4 
forr people with moderate fields. A calculation of the significance for a pro or contra pasture 
opinionn of a certain field composition shows that x

: remains far below the threshold (x
: = 7.09; 

testt statistic 21.0). People with only moderate and/or poor fields divide their opinions about 
thee pasture according to the ratio: 37 in favour and 42 against. For the division of the opinion 
off  these people against the opinions of all those with at least some good fields. x

: = 3.48 
(againstt a test statistic of 5.99). Even inhabitants with only poor fields are not significantly 
moree against the pasture than all the other inhabitants x

: = 1.03; test statistic = 5.99). Thus, it 
iss not possible to conclude that when people have less production opportunities and perceive 
thee field-situation as more pressing they are more opposed to the reserve. Most probably this 
effectt can only be seen in the case of those who actually go into the pasture area to cultivate 
(seee earlier sections). 

TableTable 6.5.3 Perception of soil fertility of used fields versus opinion on pasture (n = 172; 21 x double opinion. 
22 x three opinions), sometimes different fields of one user are categorised differently (e.g. one per 
sonn uses a good field as well as a moderate field). 

Good d 
Goodd and mo-

derate e 
Moderate e 

Moderatee and 

poor r 
Poor r 

Goodd and poor 

Good,, moderate. 
poor r 

Total l 

Totally y 

agreed d 

24 4 
6 6 

10 0 

1 1 

10 0 

5 5 

1 1 

57 7 

Agreed, , 

dif.. fonn 

17 7 

5 5 

9 9 

1 1 

6 6 

4 4 
0 0 

42 2 

No o 

opinion n 

5 5 
1 1 

3 3 
0 0 

4 4 

3 3 

0 0 

16 6 

Against. . 
noo need 

16 6 
4 4 

15 5 

0 0 

12 2 

3 3 

0 0 

50 0 

Against. . 
unequal l 

6 6 
2 2 

6 6 
1 1 

4 4 

3 3 
0 0 

Against, , 
noo other 

land d 

3 3 
1 1 

3 3 
1 1 

0 0 
2 2 

1 1 

11 1 

Total l 

71 1 
19 9 

46 6 
4 4 

36 6 
20 0 
2 2 

198 8 

Total l 
for r 

41 1 

11 1 

19 9 
2 2 

16 6 
9 9 

1 1 

99 9 

Total l 

contra a 

25 5 
7 7 

24 4 
2 2 

16 6 
8 8 

1 1 

83 3 
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Inn fact, anger about the creation of the pasture area is evident among both young and older 
men.. The latter consider the authoriiies" activities as leading to the loss of past investments, 
madee by people from the same generation as they themselves. They fear a disappearance of 
traditionall  norms and rules. For them personally it gives rise to a feeling of insecurity in gen-
eral,, but also with regard to their own efforts in the past. They do not know when the author-
itiess will come and take their land and designate it pasture or something else they deem nec-
essary.. In such a situation they are even more fiercely opposed to the delineation and believe 
that,, if there were any justice, the process would be reversed. 

6.66 Counter-assertion and conflict: Box 3 

Whenn Kapsiki started cultivating in the contested pasture area of Baba Deli, they claimed it to 
bee their right. "These are our fields". There would have been no problem if the other users had 
acknowledgedd this right straight away and had withdrawn. However, that was not the case. Part 
off  the contested area is used as settlement area and houses have been built there. The Fulbe-
Kapsikii  have cleared some 'home fields' around these compounds, but for the rest they want 
thee area to be strictly set aside for grazing. They also have historical arguments to underpin 
theirr claim. 

Inn fact, the whole neighbourhood closest to the pasture has the highest amount of inhabi-
tantss supporting the idea of a specific grazing area (Table 6.5.1). Even when all the household 
headss of the Fulbe settlement are not considered. Baba Deli is pro-pasture! With these two 
opposingg assertions the conflict of Box 3 is a fact (see Figure 6.2). 

6.6.11 Environmental domain 
PhysicalPhysical basis 
Inn general there is no difference between the soil types or climatic circumstances of those who 
claimm the pasture to be for cultivation and those who want it to be grazing land. We have seen 
thatt there is also no significant difference in field disposition of the different claimants. But. 
thosee who support the creation of the reserve experience another type of land scarcity. This 
concernss cattle owners who do not have enough room for their cattle because their herds are 
tooo big and the corridors between the fields are too small, or farmers who foresee such a prob-
lemm in the future, ' i f people go on producing a lot of crops, they will grow rich. Then they will 
buyy cattle - everybody does - and where must they graze without disturbing the fields if there 
iss no pasture area?" 

Accordingg to the departmental head of the animal husbandry service (Djonwè 2001). the 
numberr of cattle decreased between 1985 and 2000 from 125.407 to 71.766. and continued to 
decreasee in the last two years (Djonwé. pers. communication. January 2003) due to out-migra-
tionn to the North Province1*  and Nigeria of big cattle owners and the sale of cattle by those 
whoo stayed in the region. Djonwè attributes these two phenomena to the decrease of pasture 
surface,, because of the growing population and the need for more agricultural fields. 

'"""  The North Province used to be infested with Tse-Tse flies and trypanosomiasis, but with chemical pesticides 
beingg more readily available and thanks to zoo-technical measures to decrease the infestation, thus area is now 
aa good cattle grazing region (see Boutrais 1999). 
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Ass we have seen, the region of Dzambou does not suffer from an excessive population den-
sity.. One may even state that in the situation of moderate to small population density combined 
withh an out-migration of cattle, the abundance of pasture land is even more obvious. But the 
pressuree felt by cattle owners in the past, that made them leave the area, can still be perceived 
todayy by current cattle-owning inhabitants. Thus, was it indeed an attempt by cattle owners (or 
thosee who want to have cattle) to safeguard a perceived last resort of pasture, that made them 
askk for the delineation of the Baba Deli reserve? Most of them have experienced a decrease in 
personall  (or familial) cattle herds and numbers of cattle during their lives. Table 6.6.1 shows 
thee opinions on pasture in connection with cattle ownership. 

TableTable 6 6.1: 6.1: Number of people w ith a certain number of cattle and their opinions about the pasture resen'e 
(nn = 172; 21 x double opinions. 2 x three opinions). 

>> 9 cattle 
3-99 cattle 
<< 3 cattle 

Tablee 6.6.1 shows that a very small majority of the big cattle owners favour the pasture. 
Surprisingly,, among the non-cattle owners a small majority of those who do have an opinion 
aree also pro-pasture area (78 versus 67). It is among the owners with a moderate number of 
cattlee that we see the clearest support for the pasture (9 persons for versus 5 against), although 
thee numbers are small. The conclusion has to be that the variable 'cattle ownership" does not 
differentiatee the pro-pasture inhabitants from those who are contra. A slightly more convinc-
ingg relationship can be found for the more extended cattle-related variable "cattle feeling", that 
coverss things such as "used to cattle" or "love cattle", as can be seen from the following Table 
6.6.2.. Therein 'cattle-related' means: owning cattle, herding cattle, having herded cattle in the 
past,, ownership of cattle in the past (self or family) and even being a butcher (seven times) 
becausee butchers have to be very easy-going with and knowledgeable about cattle. They need 
cattlee and therefore cattle grazing space. 

TableTable 6.6.2 Cattle relations versus opinion about pasture (n = 172; 21 x double opinions. 2 x x three opinions). 

Totally y 
agreed d 

8 8 

6 6 
43 3 

Agreed. . 
difff  form 

4 4 

3 3 
35 5 

No o 
opinion n 

2 2 

~> ~> 
12 2 

Against, , 

noo need 

6 6 
4 4 

40 0 

Against, , 

inequality y 

5 5 

1 1 

16 6 

Against. . 

noo land 

0 0 

0 0 

11 1 

Total l 
for r 

12 2 
9 9 

78 8 

Total l 
against t 

11 1 

5 5 
67 7 

Totally y 

agreed d 

24 4 

33 33 

Agreed, , 
diff.. form 

16 6 
26 6 

No o 
opinion n 

5 5 
11 1 

Against, , 
noo need 

14 4 
36 6 

Against, , 
inequality y 

12 2 
10 0 

Against, , 
noo land 

2 2 

9 9 

Total l 
for r 

40 0 
57 7 

Total l 
against t 

28 8 
55 5 

Cattle-related d 
Rest t 

Thee ratios show a slight influence of 'cattle feeling" in the direction of promotion of the pasture: 
400 people with 'cattle feeling" support the pasture with 28 against (ratio is 1.5). On the other hand, 
nonn cattle-related people generate a lower ratio of 57:55 (= 1.1). although the relationship is not 
significantt (x

! = 0.8 with a test statistic of 3.84). Some hint of an explanation of the conflict may 
bee in evidence here, but only in a very general sense. Cattle feeling may create certain tendencies 
too assume positions, but obviously that alone does not explain why people resort to violence. 
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PopulationPopulation densih' 
Thee whole village of Dzambou has a low population density. Certain sub-neighbourhoods may 
havee a higher number of inhabitants, and others more extended fallow fields around the com-
pounds,, but because everybody can leave the surface of his direct living neighbourhood to cul-
tivatee or herd elsewhere, population densities per neighbourhood are irrelevant. Indeed, the 
inhabitantss of the Fulbe settlement live closer to each other than those of Tndmou. but they 
havee the same possibilities to rent fields in Dzambou Centre or even in Oudava. to fall back 
onn forefathers*  fields in Sir or buy land outside the traditional pasture boundaries. 

Theree are even inhabitants that express their doubts about a population increase. Some areas 
off  the village have experienced a decline. People mention the high death rate of both children 
andd grown-ups and point to the remains of houses that have become empty. For them these are 
nott signs of households moving from one place to another, but of the disappearance of whole 
families.. However, among those that notice such reductions in the number of inhabitants there 
iss no difference between those who are for or against the pasture area. On the one hand, peo-
plee do not see any need for pasture land in view of the existing abundance of land on which to 
grazee cattle. On the other hand, they highlight the necessity of the existence of big trees. "If 
youu change the pasture forest area every now and again, trees never have the chance to grow. 
Andd big trees attract rain!" some say. 

6.6.22 Human domain 
Health Health 
Noo specific health characteristics are evident among those who decided that pasture is nec-
essary.. Even those who actively promote the pasture area, those who have done so over the 
lastt years and those who are involved in the protection thereof (almost all inhabitants of the 
Fulbe-settlement)) are no more healthier, younger or older than the average Dzambou inhab-
itant.. Apart from the water well in the Fulbe neighbourhood, that was dug almost a genera-
tionn ago. this neighbourhood does not and has not invested more (or less) in the health of its 
inhabitants. . 

Education Education 

Takingg account of all the pasture proponents, the level of education is more or less the same 
ass the Dzambou mean. Also the number of people that send their children to school does not 
differr from the rest of Dzambou. However, the level of education of the Fulbe settlement 
inhabitantss is below village mean (only four people attended primary school for some years). 
Moreover,, the number of school-going children is lower there not only because of the fact that 
Islamicc children in rural areas of Cameroon are generally less literate (they attend their Koran 
schoolss in the settlements), but also because the settlement is really a long way from every 
primaryy school in the region. In short, the Fulbe settlement inhabitants exhibit the general 
Fulbee habits with regard to education (see further section 6.6.4). 

6.6.33 Economic domain 
Theree is some difference between those people from Dzambou who (more or less) active-

lyy promote the pasture, those who are not against it (but only expressed being supportive 
whenn asked) and those who oppose it. Some of the Fulbe neighbourhood inhabitants culti-
vatee so many cash crops (or a cereals-surplus) that they can acquire a good additional 
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incomee by selling1"1. Thee option to gain money through activities other than agricultural ones 
iss evenly divided over the groups. Of the people that actively promote the pasture reserve 
somee work as miller, some as small scale trader and some as a cattle trader or butcher. 

Thee wealth situation is diverse, with differences between the different groups if one exam-
iness the TLU. ploughs and other utensils such as bicycles, generators, motor bicycles, etc. (see 
Tablee 6.6.3). In particular, the active promoters seem to be wealthier than the rest of the vil -
lagee members. For the largest part, this wealth is in the hands of three persons. Two of them 
aree Fulbe. who are real cattle keepers like their ancestors and the third is a Kapsiki cattle 
owner,, who is also interested in agriculture and therefore also owns a plough. However, even 
iff  the Fulbe. as strict cattle keepers, are not counted, the mean TLU of this group is high. It is 
possiblee to say that at least for this group the interest in the pasture reserve has grown due to 
theirr wealth and their access to livestock. 

TableTable 6.6.3 Wealth position of groups of inhabitants with a cerium opinion (activity) vis-a-vis the creation 
ofof the pasture reserve 

Owner-ship p Activee Non-active, 
promotionpromotion unrestricted 

Pro-pasture.. Active pro- No Both pro- Contra 
withh some motion with opinion and contra pasture 

c c 

N N 
Ploughs s 
(°oo of group) 

TLUU (mean) 
Otherr utensils 
(%% of group) 

ff  pastur 

18 8 
35 5 

10* * 
6 6 

;; pro-pasture 

34 4 
15 5 

48 8 
9 9 

restnctions s 
(non-active) ) 

27 7 
18 8 

2.3 3 
8 8 

restnctions s 

12 2 
75 5 

2.2 2 
1 1 

16 6 
8 8 

2.0 0 
9 9 

pasture e 

10 0 
60 0 

3.1 1 
11 1 

63 3 
18 8 

3.4 4 
10 0 

aa = If the two big Fulbe cattle keepers are not counted, the mean TLU diminishes to 5.9 
bb = Wanting a pasture-reserve, but not in Baba Deli 

6.6.44 Social domain 

FamilyFamily and friends 

Nott only the Fulbe settlement is inhabited by brothers and sons of only several families (and 
thuss has a high internal link), but also the rest of the Baba Deli neighbourhood consists of the 
offspringg of certain forefathers (although relatively more forefathers than in the Fulbe area). 
Theyy experience stronger ties with the co-inhabitants of their neighbourhood than with the rest 
off  Dzambou and even feel closely related to Oudava. the neighbouring village. For that reason 
theyy are inclined to let go quicker of their own wishes to support their "own" Fulbe. and to 
opposee "those people from Dzambou Centre""1. 

PoliticalPolitical factors 

Connectionss with higher authorities may be felt more strongly by the Islamic inhabitants of 

Otherr residents of Dzambou explain that this is obviously due to the high fertility of the Fulbe-neighbourhood 
fields.fields. This gives nse to the jealousy and the feeling of unequal possibilities. 
Whenn I announced that I wanted to stay in the other neighbourhood to improve my research possibilities. Baba 
Delii  inhabitants even warned me that the Dzambou-ers (as they call them) would not be as co-operative as they 
themselvess had been 
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Dzambouu because of the Islamic faith of the district chief. In land matters the lantido is per-
hapshaps more important than the sub-prefect. In addition, sub-prefects tend to disappear every 
noww and again because they are regularly transferred to other departments. Building per-
sonall  linkages with such officials is more difficult and less rewarding. Thus, in spite of the 
factt that the sub-prefect is a Christian. Christians do not feel more linked to him than to other 
officials. . 

Inn general the claim of the pro-pasture villagers corresponds with the viewpoint of the State. 
Thee pasture proponents indeed use this argument to underpin their interests. They refer to the 
importancee of creating the pasture area using the same arguments as the State representatives 
whilee at the same time showing their 'good citizenship". 

Conflictt  mediation 
Ass in all villages of Kapsiki. the neighbourhood chief is the first to intervene when problems 
betweenn inhabitants arise. This is also the case in the Fulbe hamlet. When, however, discords 
withh other neighbourhoods occur. Icnvan Yaya is not the first to be involved, nor is the gener-
all  Dzambou village chief trusted by the Fulbe settlement inhabitants. For example, in case of 
damagee to fields by cattle owned by inhabitants of another neighbourhood, farmers and cattle 
keeperss find a solution themselves or they approach higher authorities. Mostly they refer to the 
linee officials of the agricultural or animal husbandry services. As regards cattle keepers, it is 
importantt to claim that the "pasture" area is indeed pasture area (and to have that claim 
acknowledged)) because all fields that lie in a 'grazing only area*  are cultivated subject to the 
riskk of crop damage by cattle being solely for the cultivator. The owner of the trespassing cat-
tlee has no responsibility and no obligation to reimburse the damage. The fact is that the cattle 
aree not trespassing, but rather the cultivator. The officials are then left to declare that the field 
concernedd lies inside or outside the boundaries of the reserve. This is one of the important rea-
sonss why people are for or against the delineation of the pasture. Cattle keepers or herders 
wantt to have clear boundaries, so they need not negotiate the position of damaged fields over 
andd over again. 

LandLand allocation 
Onn the whole, the proponents of the pasture are subject to the same rules as all other inhabi-
tantss of Dzambou as far as land allocation is concerned. However, the Fulbe neighbourhood 
actss a bit differently within their settlement boundaries. Apart from denying everyone, includ-
ingg themselves, the right to use fields in the (newly delineated) pasture, they themselves man-
agee the Fulbe pasture corner. The first clearer rules do not apply here. Other Baba Deli farm-
ers,, who claim to have rights because of their forefathers' activities, are ignored. At best the 
settlerss declare that they do not know who the owner is. or that the State owns everything. They 
usee the fields surrounding their compounds and when new settlers arrive it is the lawan. Yaya. 
whoo decides over the location of the compound and fields. 

Hee was not the first to arrive and to build his house, but he was the last of a first group. 
Moreover,, he managed to persuade the district and sub-department authorities decades ago to 
appointt him neighbourhood chief. His father cleared a lot of fields in the region (from Tchibi 
too Oudava). including fields within the pasture area. As a result and because of his connection 
withh the original cattle keepers (Elhadji Ardo and his fellow-men) and because Yaya himself 
wass imprisoned once for only looking at the ruins of his fathers house in the middle of the pas-
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turee area, he is adamant that the pasture area should be used as grazing land. He considers him-
selff  to be the person who has legitimacy to allocate fields in the "Fulbe' Baba Deli region, and 
too guard the pasture against intruders101. 

CulturalCultural factors 
Too decide whether pro-pasture opinions are related to cultural characteristics such as religion, 
inn Table 6.6.4 a comparison is made between people's different religions and their places of 
residencee versus their opinions concerning the pasture. The group "some Muslims in neigh-
bouringg villages' has been added as a correction for the very small number of Muslims in the 
restt of the village of Dzambou. Neighbouring villages, such as Oudava (see Figure 6.3) are 
heavilyy involved in the pasture discussion. Their inhabitants have or use fields there or own 
cattlee which they (may) herd there. 

TableTable 6.6-1 Numbers of Muslims, animists and Christians living within or outside the 'Fulbe settlement 
andand their opinions about the pasture resene (n = 180; there are 21 x double-opinion, 2 x x three 
opinions) ) 

Muslimss in F-corner 
Muslimss outside F-comer 
Muslimss in neigh-bouring 

villages s 
Animistss within F-comer 
Animistss outside F-corner 
Christianss outside F-comer 

Noo religion 

total l 

Totally y 
agreed d 

13 3 

3 3 

2 2 

0 0 
28 8 
13 3 
0 0 

59 9 

Agreed d 
diff.. form 

2 2 

5 5 

1 1 

0 0 
27 7 

8 8 
0 0 

43 3 

No o 
opinion n 

0 0 

1 1 
2 2 

1 1 

12 2 
2 2 

0 0 

18 8 

Against. . 
noo need 

0 0 
2 2 

3 3 

0 0 

29 9 
18 8 

1 1 

53 3 

Against, , 

inequality y 

1 1 
2 2 

2 2 

0 0 

14 4 
5 5 
0 0 

24 4 

Agamst. . 

noo land 

0 0 
0 0 
1 1 

1 1 
6 6 

4 4 
0 0 

12 2 

Total l 
for r 

15 5 
8 8 

3 3 

0 0 
55 5 

21 1 
0 0 

102 2 

Total l 
contra a 

1 1 

4 4 
6 6 

1 1 
49 9 
27 7 

1 1 

89 9 

Tablee 6.6.4 shows that opinions are evenly divided between the adherents of non-Muslim reli-
gionss (pro : contra = 77 : 78). On the other hand, counting all the Muslims together seems to 
reveall  that the Islamic religion is a strong factor that makes people opt to support the reserve 
ideaa (26 out of 37 people: x

2 = 4.8. significant)104. However, dividing the data according to 
placee of residence shows that (almost) all Muslims from within the Fulbe-settlement think pos-
itivelyy concerning the grazing zone (15 out of 16 persons). The opinions of Muslims outside 
thatt settlement are more or less evenly divided between pro and contra, as with the other reli-
gions.. Thus, the fact that the Muslims of the Fulbe settlement are in favour of the pasture area 
cannott be fully traced back to their religion. When calculating the influence of religion in gen-
eral,, on a pro or contra opinion, it seems as if it has more to do with a combination of religion 
andd the place of residence. 

1033 With his invalid foot and with his increasing age, he has now delegated this last task to some of his subjects 
("withh the approval of the authorities", the Tulbe" claim). 

'MM Calculating the influence of animism or Christianity versus all other religions shows no significance (the x
: 

beingg 0.09 and 2.8 respectively; test statistic is 3 84). However, the influence of religion in general on the opin-
ionss for or against the pasture reserve is significant (x

2 = 6.04 with a test statistic of 5.99): the Muslim effect. 
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Ann explanation for the "place-of-residence' influence can be sought in the ideas and per-
ceptionss of the inhabitants, and are grounded in social capital considerations. Perhaps they 
havee realised that behaving as a protagonist of cattle-keeping and pastures, not only by 
expressingg pro-pasture feelings but also by behaving as guardians over it. together with their 
belongingg to the Islamic community, will make them allies of the powerful lamido of the dis-
trict'"'' who is himself a Muslim and cattle keeper. In fact the few original Fulbe that live in the 
villagee have their compounds in the Fulbe settlement. The oldest Muslim Kapsiki of that 
neighbourhoodd started to live there in the time that the big Fulbe cattle keepers, such as Elhadji 
Ardo.. herded their cattle there and sometimes even had a small house in the same corner. The 
bondss of the inhabitants of the Fulbe settlement with the Islam and the Fulbe perhaps make 
themm seek to strengthen the link with the Islamic authorities. Those Muslims of Baba Deli 
(fourr households heads), who do not live in the Fulbe settlement, strongly oppose the reserve 
duee to inequality reasons. They do not have linkages with the Fulbe lamido of the district by 
wayy of an appointed law an. like the Fulbe neighbourhood has. 

Onn the other hand, those non-Muslim farmers of Baba Deli that agree with the pasture do 
nott do that based on an kind of ethnic feeling of "we Muslims", as is suggested applies to the 
Fulbee neighbourhood inhabitants. The region of residence and direction of origin (see Fig 6.3) 
seemm to be more important. 

DiscordsDiscords and claims 
Accordingg to those Dzambou residents that support the creation of the pasture zone, the agree-
mentt between Elhadji Ardo (and his fellow herders) and the then farmers of the Baba Deli 
grazingg zone was meant to be 'forever'. They say that he confirmed this agreement with the 
authoritiess the moment some discords broke out between the herders and a farmer. Ardo paid 
thee department authorities for the pasture and with that made it 'his' 'forever'106. 

Thee inhabitants from the Fulbe neighbourhood started to acknowledge the risk of a disap-
pearancee of the bush during the increase in bush encroachment by farmers some ten years ago. 
Theyy started to tell new cultivators to stay away from this area to safeguard the possibilities to 
grazee cattle. When the cultivators continued clearing the fields that their ancestors had first 
clearedd 80 to 60 years ago. the cattle owners of the Fulbe settlement tried to mobilise the 
authorities,, asking for a re-establishment of old limits. Indeed, reacting to the then status quo. 
somee eight years ago a former sub-department chief pointed out certain small roads or 
riverbedss as the boundaries that should not be crossed in order to cultivate. But also at that time 
thee Fulbe neighbourhood was left in peace (see Fig 6.5). Yet, the pasture was not fully pro-
tected.. Although the agricultural population did not openly resist the decision or attack the cat-
tlee owners, in their perceived role as instigators of the (then) new delineation, they still felled 
thee trees, cleared parts of this bush and started fields. Every now and again, disputes arose 
betweenn the two different users of the area. 

i"'' See Chapter 4 about regional 'traditional" chiefs (lamibe). The lamido of Mogodé. although Islamic, is not a 
Fulbee in the strict sense because he is of Kapsiki descent Being from the noblemen's lineage (see Van Beek 
1978.. 1987). he acquired his position with the help of a wealthy brother, after the former lamido died. 

"""  Some respondents claim that he paid a considerable amount of money to the prefect of the department One 
respondentt says that he claimed back his "forty cattle" because 'he would leave the area" only then. 
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Onn the basis of the current delineation, the dispute about the boundaries flared up again. 
However,, the inhabitants of the Fulbe neighbourhood, who are being threatened, renounce the 
accusations.. In addition, they claim not to understand their fellow villagers*  complaints about 
aa diminishing of the pasture area now Ardo's boundaries are not adhered to in the Fulbe neigh-
bourhood.. With the current delineation of the pasture, they say. the surface of the reserve is 
noww not smaller than it was in Ardo"s time. Although the authorities left the Fulbe neighbour-
hoodd in peace ("What else could they do? Where else could we live?'*), on the other side of the 
pasturee they took several fields out of production and added that area to the reserve. They 
explainn that by doing so the authorities extended the reserve on the north-west side beyond the 
originall  boundaries that applied in Ardo's time (see Fig. 6.5). 

Thee Fulbe-Kapsiki claim that they started to live in their corner with Ardo's consent. Some 
off  them first had houses in the middle of the pasture, or at least on the inner sides of large 
boundaryy rivers, but they retreated according to Ardo's wishes. This is how they explain the 
legitimacyy of their settlement. 

Thee fact that the inhabitants of the Fulbe settlement are not opposed to the pasture can be 
explainedd by the fact that their fields are not situated in the current pasture reserve or. if they 
are.. that they have other possibilities at their disposal both in the hamlet and in the rest of the 
village.. Table 6.6.5 shows the relationship between their opinions about the pasture and the 
locationn of the fields. 

TableTable 6.6.5 Opinion of Inhabitants of Fulbe settlement related to the position of their fields (n = 18; 2 non-
Muslim) ) 

Inn reserve only 

Inn reserve. + outside past 
Inn Fulbe corner only 
Inn Fulbe-corner + reserve 
Inn Fulbe-corner + outside past, 

Fulbe-comerr + reserve + outside past. 
Outsidee pasture 

Totally y 

agreed d 

0 0 
0 0 

4 4 

0 0 
3 3 
5 5 
1 1 

Agreed, , 
diff.. form 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
1 1 
0 0 
1 1 

No o 
opinion n 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
1 1 

0 0 
0 0 

Against, , 

noo need 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

Against. . 
inequality y 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

1 1 

Against,, no 

otherr land 

0 0 
1 1 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

Total l 

0 0 
1 1 

4 4 
0 0 
5 5 

5 5 
3 3 

Totall  13 2 1 0 1 1 18 

Fourr Muslim households of the Fulbe settlement depend for their agricultural fields on the 
originall  pasture area, that is. the zone of their settlement. They took a big risk when they asked 
thee authorities to delineate. The decision of those in charge to leave the Fulbe settlement out 
off  the new pasture must have been a huge relief. Also for those with other fields losing their 
fieldsfields in the settlement area would have been a major loss because this former pasture area is 
veryy fertile. In that respect, accusations by some village inhabitants referring to bribery, i.e. 
payingg the authorities to leave the Fulbe settlement out of the reserve, are understandable. 
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6.77 Violence: Box 4 

Thee future development of the conflict depends on the reactions of the two parties. Yet. in this 
specificc case, in addition to the different groups of Kapsiki. the State is also party to the con-
flict .. However, as yet. the threat of violence does not exist between Kapsiki and the State. Even 
thoughh some of the Kapsiki feel angry towards the State, they voice their anger against their 
co-villagerss whom they accuse of instigating the whole problem. 

6.7.11 The use of force 
Contending:Contending: the use of threats 
Too achieve their aims without any eye for the interests of the other party, the people who are 
againstt the pasture may opt for some kind of action to reverse its existence. They threaten with 
threee possible courses of action concerning the invasion of the area and the continuation of 
agriculture.. The first involves approving that others carry out the invasion (most people with 
thiss idea think the pasture is unnecessary). The second is to invade oneself and the third is to 
organisee a group invasion to prevent a possible arrest by the police. Furthermore, the organi-
sationn of a group can serve to convince the authorities to change their decision (whether or not 
withh the aid of bribes). Next, it can serve the aim of co-operation against the Fulbe hamlet 
inhabitants.. The continuation of cultivation in the pasture area can also be performed person-
allyy but understandably with less success. Personal or group-based invasion of the pasture is 
consideredd by those who regard the pasture as a violation of the rights of cultivators because 
off  the unequal treatment of different farmers and because some do not have enough fertile soil 
elsewhere. . 

Duringg the year of the delineation they still had permission to finish their production 
becausee they had already started (says the sub-prefect)107. Rumours about this permission dif-
fer.. According to some cultivators, the only reason was a political one. During that election 
year,, the RDPC authorities tried to win enough votes in this UNDP stronghold and bought 
votess by promising to grant permission to cultivate. Some say they even promised permission 
thatt cultivation could be continued into the next year. Others say they never heard anything 
aboutt voting for the RDPC. saying that they received this permission because they could not 
possiblyy go to other fields that they had not prepared thoroughly. According to the sub-prefect, 
usee was limited to those who had prepared the soil and had no other options and they were to 
preventt cattle damage in their fields by making fences (using prickly bushes). If such damage 
weree to occur, nonetheless, reimbursement would not be obligatory. 

Contending:Contending: the use of violence 
Duringg the delineation meeting in Baba Deli another option came to light, namely the use of 
violence.. When talking about the fight afterwards and comparing the members of the two 
fightingg groups with the different opinions concerning the pasture, those that confess that they 
usedd violence mostly expressed that they were upset by the unequal treatment of inhabitants. 
Inn the whole village. 22 people support this opinion. From the tables in the rest of this chap-

"l?? The first meeting 10 announce the coming delineation was held in mid March. Apart from the felling of trees 
(sometimess already done years ago), the production season could not possibly have been started then. 
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ter.. one can deduce that of all the people who contest the pasture because they feel it is an 
injustice,, most have no cattle (17 people out of 22) and only one third (7 people) have fields 
inn the pasture1'* . These seven people in particular feel the injustice most. Only eleven people 
inn the whole village stated that they have no fertile land at all. Eight of them have fields in the 
pasturee and declared that their other fields are not fertile. None of them have cattle. 

Thee personal combination of 'having thought of action" with 'feeling injustice or a lack of 
fertilee land' can clearly lead to violence in the future. The trigger wil l therefore not be an activ-
ityy by the authorities, such as the placing of border poles, but rather controversies in the pasture 
itselff  such as when pro-pasture adherents (especially those who appointed themselves as pas-
turee guards) catch other people red-handed, when they are busy destroying boundary poles, or 
whenn crop damage is caused by herds in the grazing reserve, where now no compensation is 
due.. This latter possibility is especially dangerous in the event of group action. The formation 
off  groups can even have the goal of scaring away cattle owners. All these actions depend on the 
judgementt of readiness of the authorities to intervene. At the moment, like the presence of 
authoritiess in the case of cattle theft, this readiness is thought to be low. The pro-pasture inhab-
itantss of the Fulbe hamlet, in particular, are trying to involve the authorities more (see section 
6.6).. The other important parameter is the possibility of finding allies in the group formation. 

6.7.22 Escapes: can violence be avoided? 
Yielding Yielding 
Yieldingg means that farmers who want to use fields in the pasture area do not stick to their 
wishes.. They give in to the authorities and to their pro-pasture fellow villagers. More specifi-
cally,, they leave the Fulbe Kapsiki of Baba Deli neighbourhood in peace. They allow them not 
onlyy to live in the pasture corner, which they believe should have been forbidden, but also 
alloww them to cultivate the fields there. 

Underr pressure from the authorities, and especially the police force, there is a considerable 
chancee that Dzambou villagers wil l yield and agree to the pasture area as such. In addition, no-
onee wants a repeat of the violence experienced in the past. Although Kapsiki are not afraid of 
expressingg their disagreements with a lot of yelling, threats and mutual pushing, the small fight 
att the boundary meeting has already gone further than the physical expression of discords 
whichh is normally allowed10". However, the inequality of the situation continues to be a prob-
lemm and as long as that is not solved the risk of irritations (even over other issues) and violence 
wil ll  grow. 

ProblemProblem solving 
Withh an eye on all parties*  interests, something impossible has to be achieved. The problem is 
nott only a pasture versus fields conflict but also, as far as authorities are concerned, the preser-
vationn of a forest zone. The proposed pasture rotation, as was agreed between farmers and for-
merr cattle keepers (according to some villagers), would serve the goals of both user groups, 
butt not that of the State. For the farmers this would have been an ideal solution. They would 

'"**  Of a total of eleven people with fields in the pasture. 
]lfJ]lfJ  My expenence is that, in a tense situation, other people present (also or even especially women) intervene 

quicklyy and keep aggressors physically away from each other, trying to calm down the dispute in the mean-
time e 
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havee had access to the most fertile fields in the region and at the same time their exhausted 
fieldss would have been rendered more fertile with new manure. According to them, the cattle 
keeperss should have been satisfied with this construction. The rest of the village offers enough 
falloww to serve as grazing land for the small amount of cattle owned by the villagers and for 
visitingg herds. In addition, the current field area is closer to water wells than the pasture zone 
itself.. The plans to build a new dam somewhere between Dzambou Centre and Oudava should 
havee made the fallow fields even more attractive. 

Onn the other hand, a fixed pasture reserve, which is at the same time forest, would serve 
Statee and cattle keepers' aims well as long as the number of cattle is restricted to the earning 
capacityy of the region. This is a condition that could certainly be met for the time being, given 
thee relatively small number of cattle. However, the implementation of such a plan would be 
detrimentall  to the farmers who lack fertile fields. They would have to be compensated in cash 
orr otherwise. Cash would mean that they are able to buy cattle themselves or chemical fer-
tiliserss to enhance the fertility of their current fields. Some other compensation would mean 
thee same, if this was also in the form of cattle or fertilisers. Cash compensation would also give 
themm the possibility to choose other options, like trade, in order to reduce their dependence on 
theirr fields. In the longer run this would be preferable. 

Thee compensation prescribed by law should be paid without delay and without restrictions. 
Thee traditional Kapsiki rule of "owners are those who cleared or inherited cleared fields" is a 
betterr starting point to help families overcome field infertility and insecurity, and thus to pre-
ventt the build up of frustration and aggression. 

Somee fanners have said that they would accept the pasture if the cattle keepers were more 
willin gg to share their cattle's manure with field owners in the rest of the village. Whether or 
nott this is possible to organise and implement remains to be seen, but it is certainly something 
worthh talking about. 

Thee problem of perceived inequality has to be addressed immediately. As long as people 
thinkk that some are allowed to cultivate in the pasture area, they will do the same. This will 
definitelyy lead to clashes between the users or with the police and the conflict will escalate as 
aa result. The Fulbe-Kapsiki of Baba Deli are now benefiting in two ways. Firstly, they have 
theirr pasture reserve and secondly, they have their fertile pasture fields (in their corner). Some 
off  them have indicated that they are willing to move, if there is a place to go to. The problem 
couldd be solved with help from the authorities with a view to organising that or with a view to 
organisingg the communal use of the now privately used pasture corner. It should be remem-
bered,, though, that the Fulbe settlement corner is not big enough to provide fields for all fam-
iliess that lose pasture fields now. Therefore, without measures to improve the fertility of the 
restt of the fields, several families will continue to suffer from a decline in production. 
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