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Kubadjee or Jiksa: contesting names, contesting claims 

Whilee climbing the hill to reach a point from which he can show me the natural boundaries of 
thee grazing area of his clan, the Fulbe Prince encounters yelling and cursing bush-clearers who 
swearr at him (and me). "You and your filthy fellow-Fulbe will not make it here any longer! 
Goo away! This white woman that you brought will not make any difference. This is our land, 
andd we will use it. If you do not go voluntarily, we will chase you away. We are stronger than 
youu and have many arms!" 

Sincee the mid 1980s, the small bush region on the border between the villages of Kila and 
Ouddaa which are. respectively, in the two sub-departments of Mogodé and Bourah (see Figure 
7.2)) has been a contested area. Until then, the savannah forest was used by a group of seden-
taryy cattle-owners to graze their herds. The men of this Fulbe group leave their 'Kubadje*  area 
inn the dry season when the water wells for their animals run dry and fodder becomes scarce. 
Currently,, a second group wants to make use of the land, namely Bana agriculturalists from 
surroundingg villages who invade the area and start clearing fields in what they call 'Jiksa'. 
Unfortunately,, these fields coincide in time and space with the cattle pastures within the small 
regionn itself and with the corridors to the larger adjacent bush land of Modélé. This means that 
directt confrontation between the two user groups cannot be avoided and that the conflict is 
growing.. Some small clashes have already taken place and the risk of violence on a larger scale 
iss increasing. 

Inn this chapter I focus on the explanation of this conflict, following the VoE model of Chapter 
22 (Figure 7.1). Thus, after some historical information, which is important to understand the 
influencingg factors later. I start by investigating insecurities in the agricultural village. In the 
thirdd section I explore the different options of the invading group as regards improving their 
situation.. Thereafter I focus on the specific investment described in Box 2 of the diagram: the 
intrusionn into another niche. The fifth section describes the claims of the Bana to the new area. 
Subsequently,, in order to pinpoint the conflict (Box 3 of thee diagram) the focus is on the oppos-
ingg party. Their insecurities, their options for overcoming these, and their claims are described 
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inn section 7.6. I end this chapter with a description of options and motivations of both parties 
too resort to. or abstain from, violence (Box 4 of the VoE model). 

FigureFigure ". / VoEVoE diagram 
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7.11 Background: History of the region 

Thee middle ranges of the Mandara Mountains of Mayo Tsanaga department are inhabited by 
thee Kapsiki and the Bana. These two ethnic groups are more or less related. For example, lin-
guistss point out the similarities of their languages (Lebeuf 1961; Wente-Lukas 1978)1. Their 
culturess also show many similarities. Both the Kapsiki and Bana societies are divided into two 
classes,, namely the blacksmiths who, because of their role as undertakers (with both ritual and 
practicall  functions), form the lowest class and the so called 'normal people" who may be arti-
sans,, peasants (mostly) or even small traders. The blacksmiths are involved in the making of 
ironn tools, like knives and heels, in (ritual) music making, medical care and medicine produc-
tionn and in divination ceremonies, of which the 'reading of the crab" is the most important. 
Blacksmiths'' wives have a special role in the production of pottery:. Originally the Kapsiki 
andd Bana were 'animists". They believe that each thing, animal and person "has" a kind of 

Wente-Lukass (1978. Abstract): " ...Juengste sprachlicheUnlersiichungen haben gezeigt das die Bana mil 

einereiner anderen, groesseren (iriqipe. den Kapsiki, historisch verwant sind. Ohne Zweifel isl die dem Bana -

andand wohl auch henachbarien Sprachen wie dem Kapsiki und Higi - eigenlumliche Ausdmtcksweise der 

spezifischenspezifischen Urmvelt angepassl, in der esfuer die Bana :u leben und mil der es ferlig zu werden gilt ..." 
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figurefigure 7.2 Mandara Mountain plateaux ant/ research area 
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Source:: Report of eldest woman in Oudda-Baliwol. Dzagni. about 106 years of age at the moment of her 
intervieww with Moussa. August 1997 (College of Education-thesis of Moussa. one of the voluntary teachers 
inn Oudda: "L 'Histoire de la vie de nos vieux rucomée"). For the Kapsiki: see Van Beek (1978 and 1987) 
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godlyy creature in it. being more or less a personalised form of the one and only god. which 
theyy say is the same as the god of the Christians and Muslims. Nowadays, lots of people of 
bothh ethnic groups have converted to one of these religions. 

Nextt to that, the bride-price customs are more or less the same, with a diminishing amount 
off  payment over the years. Divorce is practised frequently in both societies. More than one per-
sonn has been married over 10 times. Far more women leave their husbands to live with anoth-
err man than vice-versa and they then leave their children with their fathers. 

Accordingg to Boulet (1984: 138). both ethnic groups are descendents of the Mofu that 
migratedd into the area in the 17"1 century from the Diamaré plain or even further away, such 
ass the Logone1. They mixed with the then autochthonous population to form several new 
groups.. Although the Bana admit that they arrived in the Mandara Mountains after the Kapsiki. 
theyy claim to have been the first to arrive in the current Oudda territory, including the now con-
testedd small bush area in the north. They also state that they arrived during the course of the 
seventeenthh century and they, like Boulet. talk about origin places in the east. But according 
too them their place of origin was even further east, namely in the Sudan. They arrived in the 
Rhumsikii  area after having relocated a number of times in the Mandara Mountains, partly due 
too locust plagues and partly due to violent encounters with other populations (for example on 
thee current Nigerian border, the river Madagali). There they succeeded in reaching an agree-
mentt with the Kapsiki4 already present. The Kapsiki were to stay on the adjacent plateau and 
thee Bana were to occupy the neighbouring area of the mountains to the south that is now called 
thee district of Guili. 

Onee of the origin myths of the Bana states that Oudda itself was established by three dif-
ferentt Bana men who. during the time of the arrivals5, came to the region and settled on three 
differentt mountain tops. At night they saw each other's fire and, when meeting, decided to set 
upp a village together. Over the course of several years, a real crowd of people from Rhumsiki 
arrivedd to join them. They built their houses and most of their fields on the mountain tops and 
slopess for safety6, although from the beginning they had fields in the plains too. From the 
1930ss until well after independence, governments stimulated mountain people to descend and 
buildd their compounds in the more accessible plains. However, the hill-tops are where their 
commonn history is. The remains of houses and fields can be seen there and there are still bur-
iall  places on the slopes. 

Comingg down from the slopes, people started to build their compounds in more or less con-
centratedd settlements7. They wanted to be among others, to feel safe and to be able to guard 
againstt attacks by humans (sometimes thieves) and ravaging wild animals. After such a "plain-
hamlet""  had been founded, now and again they moved on to use fields further away. Only a 

11 See also chapter 6. 
44 In general the more northern peoples arrived before the more southern ones (those in the sub-department of 

Bourah).. In other words, the constant pressure from the northern Islamic empires made northern populations 
movee to the south, in turn putting pressure on the autochthonous groups to move on. 
Meaningg during the second half of the seventeenth century. 

''' Although not totally safe, the steep hills gave at least some protection against the slave raids of the sur-
roundingg Muslim empires, like that of Bornu and of Mandara between the 13th and 18th century, and of the 
Fulbee of Sokoto after the JIhad of Ousman Dan Folio, in the 18th and 19th century 

77 In this, they differ from the Kapsiki who live further away from each other. The Bana have only very small 
fieldss in the direct vicinity of their compounds, so they can live closer to each other 
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feww daring people set up new homes in remote bush areas, sometimes as far north as what is 
noww Jiksa area. Because of this settlement pattern Oudda is now spread over a wide area and 
consistss of different neighbourhoods and sub-neighbourhoods (see Fig. 7.3)8. 

Itt was only several decades after the foundation of Oudda by the Bana that the Kapsiki 
startedd a settlement in the southern ranges of their plateau territory, north of where now the 
contestedd pasture is situated. According to Van Beek (1981:114-115) these Kapsiki did not 
movee southward from the plateau. He sketches an origin somewhere to the south-west, in 
Nigeria.. In line with Kapsiki customs this village, which is called Kila, stretches over a wide 
areaa and is divided into different, widely dispersed neighbourhoods, each with their own 
chiefs.. Nowadays, one of these neighbourhoods is formed by the Fulbe area of "Kubadje"", the 
pasturee area studied. 

Ass explained in Chapter 4 the Fulbe arrived in the north of Cameroon at the beginning of the 
eighteenthh century. At first they came with peaceful intentions, only in search of good pastures. 
Later,, in the wake of their holy war. they antagonised the autochthonous population with their 
(accompanying)) slave and harvest raids. In the Mandara Mountains the inhabitants fled to 
higherr regions in an attempt to escape these raids. In those days the Fulbe did not settle in the 
mountains.. Their elite, living in urban centres such as Mokolo. only invaded these areas from 
timee to time to take slaves. Some lower classes rambled with their herds through plains and 
foothillss and became settlers themselves. Others performed transhumance and lived in semi-
permanentt hamlets during the rainy season. One of the concentration areas of such Fulbe set-
tlementss could be found from Yola10 to Garoua (see Fig. 4.1, Chapter 4). 

Forr these Fulbe the Cameroon-Nigerian boundary did not mean anything. They were used 
too travelling to and fro between Garoua and Yola or from Maiduguri via Mokolo to Guider. 
Thee (semi-)settled Fulbe of Kubadje originated, several generations ago, from these surround-
ingss of Garoua. The neighbourhood chief in charge during the research. Elhadji Ngoura. left 
thatt area when he was a young man and moved to the west, that is to Nigeria, where he mar-
ried.. But "when the Nigerian president expelled all foreigners"11, he and his fellow Garoua-
Fulbee and their families sought the neighbourhood of the regional Fulbe losvan of the study-
area,, who at that time was settled in Modélé (see Fig. 7.2). Because of the population increase 
inn Modélé, some of the Fulbe group - 6 family heads and their families - moved to the bush-
landd area of what is now called Kubadje. There they built their houses with the help of some 

88 The neighbourhoods are (going from Guili along the road, further and further into the bush): Baliwol, with 
itss sub-quarter Glke; Banki (also called "centre") with its sub-quarters Relas and Guiki; Hlaka (with a high 
andd a low lying sub-quarter); and Waza (a very small and very remote neighbourhood in the north-western 
direction) ) 
Thee word 'Kubadje' is the Fulbe word for the shrub IsoberUnea Doka that can be found in abundance in the 
studiedd pasture area In general this shrub denotes a degradation of pasture quality (Mvondo Awono et al 
(2001).. Cattle do not eat the shiny, non-digestible leaves, but it is useful for fuel wood. 

100 A kind of district (emirate) of the Fulbe Sokoto Caliphate, in what is now Nigeria. 
""  Elhadji Ngoura refers to the Nigerian president Elhadji Shagari. who reigned from 1978-1983 It is difficult 

too define the period during which he expelled all foreigners from Nigeria. However. Ngoura seems to have 
arrivedd in Cameroon earlier than that Perhaps he mixed different events and also refered to the political 
struggless connected to Nigerian independence and the preferred type of State in the 1950s In that same period 
thee emirs in the Northern region tried to purify1 their territory from foreign (for them meaning . 
non-Muslimm influences. 
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FigureFigure 7.3 Oudda-KilaOudda-Kila boundary: old and new visions 
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Kapsikii  who were asked by the Kil a village chief. Koye. to provide assistance. Ngoura him-
selff  arrived a bit later than the others in 195812. after a period spent in Modélé. Thus, he only 
becamee the leader of the settlement ('lawan') some years after the foundation at the request of 
thee inhabitants of the time. He constructed his house - now a very big compound incorporat-
ingg all his grown up and married sons and their families, as well as a sister, an adult nephew 
etc.. - separate from the neighbourhood centre. Today these first settlers and their descendants 
stresss the emptiness of the area on arrival: "only pasture land, no persons or houses." 

7.22 Insecurities: Box 1 and onwards 

Thiss section starts on the left-hand side of the VoE diagram (Figure 7.1) with a description of 
Boxx 1. the diminishing environmental space (scarcity) for the Bana. The step from Box 1 to 

Reportt of forest and hunting-chief of Mogodé. {Chef de Poste Forestier et de Chasse 2000) which corre-
spondss with the lif e history of Ngoura himself (interview November 2000) 
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Boxx 2 is not only caused by environmental insecurities. It is a complex of personal, socio-polit-
ical,, economic and environmental factors and insecurities (see Chapter 3. Insecurity Complex) 
thatt shape the strategies of the Bana. These are the influencing factors, mentioned in the dia-
gram,, that decide whether or not the actors wil l enter into Box 2 or use an "escape* route. 

So,, after a description of the environmental situation. I wil l examine the other (possible) 
insecuritiess of the Bana, in the human, economic and social domains. 

7.2.11 hnvironmental insecurities 
PhysicalPhysical basis 
Soils s 
Becausee the Mandara Mountains form a volcanic range with soils consisting of partly weath-
eredd volcanic deposits (lithosols) one would think that the soils are fertile. However, this is not 
thee case everywhere. The mountain plateau of the Kapsiki, for example, is less fertile than the 
easternn plains of the Diamaré and the area around Kaélé. On the other hand, the Bana have set-
tledd on pedologically better land than their northern neighbours, the Kapsiki (Mohammaddou 
1984:: 147). 

Thee whole Mandara range has a basis of gneiss, anatexite and granite. This means rocks 
withh a medium texture and a biotite and amphibole13 varying content. Because of differences 
inn local conditions of pedogenesis, alteration products, and thus intrinsic fertility parameters, 
differr per locality. In addition, simple rocks with a rough texture can be found that contain only 
aa small amount of ferro-magnetic minerals. These soils weather into a very rough quartzite 
overr time and that is not the best agricultural basis. The whole region is dominated by sandy 
soils,, interspersed locally with some argilic soils or those which have planosolic properties 
(nott very suitable for agriculture, because of water-impermeability), or which contain high lev-
elss of carbonates. 

Inn Oudda. the extended village of the agriculturalists, the soil is skeletal with a lot of small 
stoness and a large variation in the sandy fraction. The land consists mostly of régosolic'4 soils 
withh washed aspects. The useable layers are not very deep and have deficient physical proper-
ties.. The pedoclimate is dry, especially in eroded and furrowed regions. This type of soil has a 
highh risk of erosion. According to Brabant and Gavaud (1985: Carte des Terres) these lands 
aree only suitable for the maintenance of mountain agriculture and the production of subsis-
tencee crops. 

Inn addition, soils of alluvial and colluvial origin, locally hydromorph. can be found that 
offerr better agricultural possibilities. However, more to the south the soils contain increasing-
lyy less iron. Kil a to the north has the same type of soils, although supplemented locally with 
soilss with vertic properties which constitute good agricultural land. 

Betweenn Oudda and Kila. the area of the contested pasture, there is a wide pocket of very 
sandyy soils which are deep and have a rough texture but which also have a dry pedoclimat. 
Waterr reserves in the soil are marginal. Like the other predominant soil type, these soils have 
aa high erosion risk and deficient physical properties. Brabant and Gavaud (1985) consider 

Biotitee consists of an ion-rich mixture of. among others, potassium, magnesium, aluminium. Amphiboles 
aree magnesium-ion silicates with traces of many other elements. 

'""  A regosol is a type of azonal (with insufficient horizon development) soil consisting of shallow, medium- to 
fine-textured,, unconsolidated parent matenal derived from freshly deposited alluvium or sands. 
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thesee soils suitable for forest and pastures, but only marginally suitable for other rain-fed agri-
culture1'. . 

Inn short, the soils of the Mandara Plateau are less fertile than might be expected. Where 
sandd dominates, the production of sorghum becomes difficult. The large quantity of stones hin-
derss cultivation and the high level of vulnerability to erosion and water shortage makes agri-
culturee here a risky undertaking. 

Climat e e 
Ass explained in Chapter 4. their high altitude means the Mandara Mountains form a pocket of 
differentt temperature and precipitation conditions than their latitudinal position would suggest. 
AA comparison between the two research areas situated at the same latitude (from approxi-
matelyy 10° 15 to 10°25) reveals a 200 mm/year difference in rainfall. In the Bana district of 
Guilii  rainfall exceeded an average of 1000 mm/year over the last 50 years, compared to 800 
mmm in the Diamaré plain described in Chapter 5. The temperatures here are lower than in the 
plain:: maximum temperatures are two degrees lower than in the study area of Chapter 5. while 
meann minimum temperatures are one degree less. In addition, diurnal temperature differences 
aree higher outside the mountains. Despite the higher rainfall and lower temperatures, annual 
potentiall  evaporation is still higher than precipitation. 

TableTable 1.2.1 Average annua! rainfall per period (in mm) 

1944--

1969a a 

1035 5 

n.av. . 

1085 5 

960 0 

1960--

1964b b 

10784 4 

n.av. . 

1054.2 2 

1092.1 1 

1965--

1969b b 

1080.1 1 

n.av. . 

1186.3 3 

1153.8 8 

1970--

1974b b 

962.1 1 

n.av.d d 

863.2 2 

976.6 6 

1975--

1979b b 

1099.9 9 

n.av.d d 

1138.1 1 

945.0 0 

1980--

1984b b 

888.4 4 

n.av.d d 

1035.7 7 

612.7 7 

1985--

1989b b 

956.5 5 

n.av. . 

836.5 5 

826.4 4 

1990--

1994b b 

1112.8 8 

n.av.d d 

972.7 7 

1061.7 7 

1996--

2000c c 

n.av. . 

926 6 
1113 3 

1084 4 

**  = Data based on L'Höte (2000). 1944 - 1969 data from Mogodé is not available because the Mogodé pluvio 
metricc station only came into existence in 1970 

bb = Data based on Beauvillain (1995) 
cc - Data based on archives of pluviometnc stations (copied January 2001) 
dd = Annual data is not available. L'Höte (2000: 19) only gives a 25 year annual mean of 1030 mm 

Thee actual rainfall patterns for the middle range of the Mandara Mountains are recorded in the 
listss of the different pluviometric stations in the region, as shown in Table 7.2.1. The monitoring 
centress of Bourah in the South, and Mogodé and Sir further north are the closest to the Oudda 
andd Kil a areas. It has to be underlined, however, that the real numbers in the study area may dif-
ferr because of substantial differences in rainfall per locality, both in amount and over time. 

Althoughh many uncertainties exist with regard to the rainfall figures'6, and different authors 
givee different numbers, in general it can be stated (and read from the Table) that precipitation 

155 CPCS calls this "washed tropical soils with colluvial contributions, ferruginous', and FAO speaks of'white 
andd sandy luvisols' (Brabant and Gavaud 1985). 

166 For example Beauvillain (1995) notes a total lack of data for 1965, 1969. 1970 and 1972. and a lack of the 
Augustt data in 1971 at the Bourah station. For Sir data are lacking for several months of 1960, 1967, 1968, 
19733 and 1991 
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diminishedd during the 1970s and 1980s due to droughts in the early years of these decades. In 
thiss period the decline in rain was especially concentrated in the two early months and the end 
monthss of the rainy season. That means that not only total precipitation diminished, but also 
thatt the cultivation period decreased, especially in the more important months of ploughing 
andd sewing. Although this phenomenon was more obvious further north. Hallaire (1991: 20) 
statess that several southern Mandara Mountains inhabitants changed their agricultural systems 
becausee of this precipitation insecurity. Indeed, several of my interviewees also stated that they 
hadd adopted the quicker maturing red sorghum species in stead of the white varieties that can 
onlyy be harvested in December. 

Fromm the beginning of the "90s onwards the amount of rain increased. The five year mean 
fromm 1995 to 2000 was good in both the Bourah as well as the Mogodé districts, according to 
theirr plu\ iometric stations (see Table 7.2.1: and Table 1 and 2 in the Appendix ). 

However,, insecurities did not disappear totally. The length of the rainy season in particular 
showedd considerable variations. For the Kila-Oudda area, extrapolating from the data of the plu-
viometricc stations north and south of it. most of the years in this period cannot be called "secure". 
Inn 1996. total rainfall stayed far below normal. 1999 and 1997 both revealed a shortening of the 
agriculturall  season because of a zero precipitation in April . In 1997 this cessation of rainfall came 
afterr a good start in March, so many of the farmers lost their first seeds. It is still very difficult 
forr cultivators to anticipate the best moment to farm and to choose the best crop. 

FigureFigure 7.4 4: Mobile average precipitation over 5 years in Sir (10° 34 'N; 13° 40' E; 920m) and in 
BourahBourah (10° 15 ' N; 13° 31'E; 775m); plus years with bad spreading of rain for agriculture (a 
dott means that in that year the rainy season was shorter than 5 months and/or there were 
fewerr than 4 consecutive months with more than 100 mm of rain) (Source: Beauvillain 
(1995)) and archives pluviometnc station Bourah and Sir) 
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Preciptationn Bourah 

AA Bad spreading Sir 

AA Bad spreading Bourah 
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Duringg the period between 1945 and 1955 - which is interesting for the cases studied - noo data 
iss available from the regional stations of Sir. Mogodé and Bourah. However, Beauvillain 
(1995:: 74 and 72) shows that the Far North suffered lower long-term means precipitation dur-
ingg the 1940s and 1980s (Mokolo and Maroua data) and at the end of the 1950s, albeit a less 
dramaticall  one (see Figure 4.3). 
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Inn general the surface run-off of the region (from north of Mogodé) is southwards17, which 
meanss that the rainfall pattern more to the north is important for the off-stream in the riverbeds 
off  the research area (Olivry and Naah. 2000). The same applies to the fillin g of the aquifers in 
thiss Atlantic basin, although Detay (2000) stresses the fact that many aquifers in the southern 
Mandaraa Mountains are discontinuous. 

Inn the Sudan-Sahel zone primary production figures, and the number of people that can live 
offf  the land in an area, are directly related to the availability of water. Those who depend on 
thiss harsh climate are fully aware of the dangers of a lack of water. Thus, apart from official 
precipitationn figures and sub-surface water-content, the perception of actors of water avail-
abilityy is an important factor in their decisions. 

Bothh the Bana and the Fulbe of Kila use the presence of the others in the studied neigh-
bourhoodd as a reason to blame these people for the reduction in surface water, both as regards 
extentt and duration of the flow. In the past the rivers were bigger, both groups claim. There 
weree more small rivers and they lasted longer, namely until April while nowadays the water 
suppliess have sometimes already run dry in December18. The clearance of the bush, the disap-
pearancee of trees and the exposure of bare ground to unlimited sunlight and wind causes more 
waterr evaporation and thus the drying up of more littl e streams and this all takes place earlier 
inn the year than used to be the case when the bush was used only for pastoral activities, the 
herderss say. On the other hand, the farmers highlight the influence of cattle. The trampling by 
thee cattle and their eating of every littl e piece of grass means the soil cannot take up all the rain 
andd the water runs off and disappears quickly. Both accusations are given meaning by the 
researchh of tropical culture technicians and environmentalists11'. Also blame for the late-season 
bushh fires, which damage either crops or pasture herbs, is placed by each of the parties on the 
otherr and is regarded as being devastating for the water availability. 

Thee Fulbe from Oudda village also complain about the lack of water in the area: "When I 
wass a boy we could stay all year round in this area, but nowadays the rivers run dry well before 
thee end of the dry season.", a 60 year old herder from the Guiki sub-neighbourhood of Oudda 
explained.. They do not refer to the increase in the number of agricultural fields as a cause. 
Theyy hope that the government will implement initiatives for the construction of dams in the 
twoo bigger rivers to make up for the water need, so that they no longer have to make the dan-
gerouss journey to Nigeria in the second half of the dry season. 

177 For example, the river Louti, starting just north-west of Mokolo heads south til l it reaches the Bénoue in 
thee North Province. The first small currents of a nver can be directed east or west, depending on the slopes 
off  the mountains, but the bigger streams of this part of the Mandara Mountains are southward bound. 

188 It has to be stressed that there are some older Bana who explain the shorter duration of surface water in 
thee area with a wider streambed of the rivers, due to water-erosion itself, and thus a quicker off-stream. 
Extensionn workers of the hydrology department try to encourage residents to build small dams in the 
streambedss to diminish the velocity of the current during the rainy season and to give the water more time 
too penetrate the soil and fil l up the groundwater table (see also Hiol Hiol 1999). 

100 If the infiltration of water after a downpour is hampered by soil degradation and the disappearance of veg-
etationn causes the rain to reach the ground more easily, the peak-flow in the rivers increases The run-off 
inn small rivers can take place so quickly that it seems as if those small rivers do not exist anymore. On the 
otherr hand, tree clearing and the exposure of bare soil and puddles to direct sunlight can cause more evap-
orationn Then the total amount of water in general and of water that can infiltrate the soil diminishes 
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Inn short: the physical basis of the area consists of vulnerable, intrinsically not very fertile soils 
withh a poor humidity regime. On the one hand, the amount of rain offers better opportunities 
thann could be expected at this latitude of the Sudan-Sahel zone, but on the other hand rainfall 
patternss and water availability throughout the year are very variable and insecurity thereof has 
increasedd since the 1970s. 

PopulationPopulation densities 
Thee actual numbers and the growth of the population of Oudda can be estimated using various 
sources2".. Counted against the (probable) surface of the area, this will result in population den-
sityy figures, as shown in table 7.2.4. 

TabicTabic 7.2.4 Surface and number of inhabitants over the years of Oudda and its neighbourhoods 

Oudda(( recently)3 

Guilib(Beauvillain) ) 

Ouddac(calculated) ) 

Baliwold d 

Bankid d 

Wazae e 

Hlakad d 

1940 0 

2000 0 

5.933 3 

(*(*  35 Fulbe) 
1,695 5 

(++ 10 Fulbe) 
n.av. . 

n.av. . 
n.av. . 

n.av. . 

1961*62 2 

nott available 

8.932 2 
(-- 320 Fulbe) 

2,460 0 
(++ 91 Fulbe) 

n.av. . 
n.av v 

n.av. . 
n.av v 

1970 0 

2700 0 

n.av. . 

n.av. . 

n.av. . 
n.av. . 
n.av. . 
n.av. . 

1976 6 

n.av. . 

11.648 8 

3.185 5 

n.av. . 
n.av v 
n.av. . 
n.av v 

2000 0 

a:: 3.110 
b:: 3.86321 

(2100 Fulbe) 
15.499'or r 
15,656 6 

n.av v 

1.799 9 

1,026 6 

145 5 
893 3 

Surface e 
(inn km-) 

aa 116 
b:: 147 

316 6 

n.av. . 

35 5 
22 2 

31 1 

25 5 

'' = figures are based on the data of two recent surveys, both held in 2000 (see note 20) 
bb = figures are based on the information of Beauvillain (1989: 590, 598) 
cc = figures are based on the Guili data of Beauvillain (see D), but extrapolated 
dd = figures from "Données de Base de Programme Nationale de Vulgarisation (2000f 
cc = figures are estimated, based on field visits and interviews December 2000. January 2001 
ff = 1987 (national) survey result, second number is estimated for 1996 (source: computer data of MIDIMA , 

Januaryy 2003) 

Fromm the table it can be seen that the population density of Oudda has risen from 13.6 people 
perr kirr in the 1940s to 26.3 people in the year 2000. Or. using the figures of Beauvillain 
(1989):: from 11.6 people per km^ in 1940 to 22.5 people21 in the 1970s. That is an increase of 
aroundd 100 %. However, there are big differences between the different neighbourhoods: 

2""  Ik'legué Zootechmque et Vétérinair de (hiili,  "Données de Base de Programme Nationale de Vulgarisation", 
(2000);; Délegué d'Agriculture de Bourah, "Données de base de la zone Ouiidd\ (2000); Beauvillain (1989), 
interviewss with informants of Oudda and Kil a (Kubadje). 

211 The number of 3,110 people in 2000 suggests a decrease in the number of inhabitants since the end of the 
1970ss Although this is possible, there are no obvious reasons in the history of the region to suspect such a 
decline,, apart from stagnation in the 1980s as reponed by Beauvillain. Therefore, it is more likely that the 
higherr numbers of the Délegué d'Agnculture of Bourah are correct. 

222 The calculation of the Guili data has been made on the basis of a ratio of 3 5. although the surface ratio 
betweenn Guili and Oudda is 2 7 The higher ratio is chosen because Guili is a town and we expect a higher 
populationn density there than in the village of Oudda. 



Surfacee (km2) 

147 7 
56 6 
22 2 
10 0 
35 5 

Inhabitants Inhabitants 

3.863 3 
833 3 

1.026 6 
210 0 

1.799 9 

Peoplee /km2 

263 3 
149 9 
466 7 
21 1 
511 3 

No o off  households 

651 1 
139 9 
181 1 
42 2 

299 9 

282 2 

Baliwol.. Bariki and Hlaka have a higher population density (28.4: 27.8 and 28.7) than Waza 
(3.7).. Moreover, it is not only the strict population density of a specific neighbourhood that 
showss the pressure on the land of that same neighbourhood. Oudda is perceived as one village 
andd people also use the lands of that village in other neighbourhoods than the one they live in. 
Thee distribution is therefore uneven. The amount of surface used by people from one neigh-
bourhoodd in the territory of another differs. 

Iff  we compare the densities of the two neighbourhoods nearest to the contested pasture area 
(Hlakaa and Waza) with that of the rest of Oudda. it turns out that these two neighbourhoods 
thatt have the most and the fiercely expressed claims in the Kubadje-Jiksa area, have the low-
estt population density (see Table 7.2.5). 

TableTable ~ 2.5 ('omparison of population densities in Oudda neighbourhoods 

Ouddaa total 
Hlaka-Waza Hlaka-Waza 
Barikii  total 
Guiki i 
Baliwol l 

aa = a Bana household comprises, on average. 3 adults and 3.2 children; a Fulbe household (in Guiki almost all 
inhabitantss are Fulbe. plus a few Bana wives) consists of slightly less people (five on average) 

Althoughh population densities may constitute a source of insecurity for parts of Oudda. this is 
certainlyy not the case for the two "outer-neighbourhoods'. Hlaka and Waza. 

LL and axailab ility
Thee availability of land to use for cultivation is diminishing. Whether or not the fields that for-
merr generations made available for agriculture are divided between the offspring or are still in 
thee collective governance of the whole extended family, the fact is that these fields were once 
thee property of just one person, to be used by him and his wife(s). But today they are used by 
twoo or more generations of offspring24. While the grandfathers" generation had an average of 
3.88 sons that reached adulthood and the fathers*  generations had an average of 4.5 sons that 
reachedd adulthood, this means that the fields cleared by the (great-)grandfathers nowadays 
havee to be shared with 17.1 male family members (or their offspring). With a current mean 
numberr of wives per household head of 1.1. roughly the same number of women have to make 
usee of these fields, compared with at best 2 in grandfather's time25. In short, the surface of 

211 The number of Fulbe in Oudda in 1976 is very roughly estimated as being 120 people (a sophisticated guess 
basedd on a figure somewhere between the numbers of 1961 and the actual numbers). According to Beauvillam 
(1989).. in the Bourah department the population growth was 1 to 14 % between 1940 and 1976. 

:i:i  Nine out of the 82 grandfathers not only cleared the bush but also (or only) inhented fields. In all the other 
casess the grandfathers were the ones who started to clear the bush in the Oudda territory (see section 7 2 4 
"Landd allocation") In thirty-six cases, the respondents could not state the exact amount of ha their grandfa-
therss had cleared They only knew that it was "a lot" or "big fields". 

: '' The number of wives that grandfathers had is not known. The number of wives of the father's generation is 
slightlyy higher than of the respondents" generation (mean 15). I therefore again assume a slightly higher 
meann for the grandfather's generation and estimate there to have been 2 wives per household head 
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fieldsfields used by 3 people two generations ago has to be shared by at least 35.9 people today26. 

Furthermore,, today's household heads point out that this number is set to grow again. Although 

mostt families are not yet complete (72 % of household heads-respondents is younger than 50 

year),, the mean number of sons is already more than one: namely 2.8. 

Nevertheless,, the Oudda territory is large. If all the land were to be usable, each person 

wouldd have access to 3.8 ha (that is 22.8 ha per household with (a mean of) 6 people). This is 

farr more than what is needed according to Dietz et al (2001: 198):7. However, because the area 

iss a mountainous one. part of the Oudda surface is not available for agriculture and several 

areass are not even suitable for pasture. An estimation based on personal observation of these 

unusablee areas, whose slopes are too steep, which are too rocky or which consists of a 

riverbed,, excludes roughly 10 % of the area. That means that 3.4 ha are available per person 

orr 20.5 ha per household. In 1940, this was still 6.6 ha and in 1970 4.9 ha per person. 

TableTable 7.2.6 MeanMean per person surface area of arable land (in 2000) 
overr three generations; (as private property ('owned"), the available surface area of the total 
thatt is shared with the extended family, cropped and left fallow). All male respondents are 
householdd heads; females are mostly spouses, only 4 times household heads. 

Respondent('owned') ) 
Respondent,, part of shared1" 
Fatherr (owned) 
Fatherpartt of shared 

Grandfather(owned) ) 
Respondentt cropped)c 

Respondentt fallow)5 

Haper r 
man n 

(n=82) ) 

3.6a a 

2.3 3 
5.7C C 

3.2 2 
9.2d d 

3.2-4.5 5 

4.6-4.9 9 

Numberr of 
men n 

thatt bought 

4 4 
n.a. . 

3 3 
n.a. . 

1 1 
n.a a 

n.a. . 

Numberr of 

men n 
thatt rented 

n.a. . 
n.a. . 
0 0 

n.a. . 
0 0 
2 2 

n.a. . 

Haper r 

woman n 
(nn = 43) 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
1.77 - 2.1 

n.a. . 

Numberr of 

women n 
thatt bought 

0 0 

n.a. . 
0 0 

n.a. . 
0 0 

n.a. . 
n.a. . 

Numberr of 
women n 

thatt rented 

n.a. . 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 
l f f 

n.a. . 

aa = (n = 24) 14 respondents had only fields in private property; 10 respondents had cleared fields themselves (mean 
11 ha) and thus in private property, in addition to a shared inheritance. The rest of the respondents (57 %) only 
sharee their fields with (male) family members 

bb = in total 79 % of respondents share fields with family members. Of those the Table gives an estimated mean of 
thee available surface per household head This estimation is based on the surface area stated for the extended 
familyy (mostly only explained as "a lot", with a vague indication of how many "a lot" is) divided by the num-
berr of people (male) that have to share the inhented fields 

cc = n = 30 (included 8 x 'many', counted as 5 ha each, and 1 x 11 big fields, counted as 2 ha each) 14 times these 
fatherss had cleared and inhented, and twice they only cleared and did not inherit. 

dd = n = 43 (included 29 x 'many', counted as 5 ha each; 5 x several number of 'fields' counted as 1.25 ha each; 2 x 
'88 big fields', counted as 32 ha together). Three times these grandfathers cleared while also inheriting; once they 
boughtt land and 6 times they only inherited. The field surface area of the other 39 grandfathers is not known 

ee = the first number is for 1999; the second number for 2000 
ff = in 1999 three of the female respondents rented fields 

Thiss rough calculation is uncertain in two ways One is the fact that some of the clearances were earned out 
byy great-grandfathers. The number of generations using those fields is therefore higher and thus the number 
off  offspnng is also higher The other uncertainty has to doo with the fact that 20 % of fathers cleared fields as 
well.. In those cases, the number of offspnng is correct but the number of fields to be shared is higher. These 
twoo effects are considered here as eliminating each other. 
Dietzz el al (2001) calculate a basic need of 0.25 ha per person for subsistence agriculture in the Sahel-Soudan 
zonee It has to be said, however, that such a figure heavily depends on the type of soil, the climate, etc. 
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Thee rough estimations of the inhabitants themselves also show a decline in land availability. 
Thiss is shown in Table 7.2.6 which is based on figures the respondents have come up with. The 
dataa on ownership are facts (except for some contested fields, but these represent only a very 
smalll  proportion of the total area). Data on shared fields has been guessed by respondents and 
thee same applies to data on fallow. Because guesses have been made within the same range for 
bothh the current generation as well as for the former generation, the data is useful to compare 
thee different generations and the perception of respondents on their field position. It is remark-
ablee that respondents seem to ignore a large part of the Oudda surface. It may be assumed that 
falloww lands are underestimated, especially when they are shared with an extended family28. 
Togetherr with the data in Table 7.2.7 it can be stated that long(er) term fallow is not counted as 
such29.. Although land availability is diminishing, if one counts the amount of fallow together 
withh the amount of land cropped, land availability per person can still be regarded as high, also 
inn the mind of the respondents. 

Al ll  calculations made here give a picture of mean land availability. Although this general 
picturee is not that bad. the reality for several individuals was very different. As in other vil-
lages,, there are considerable land inequalities in Oudda (see Table 7.2.7). As mentioned before, 
womenn do not own land and have to search for land to rent or borrow. 

TableTable 7.2.7 Range of mailable land surface area (for male household heads; n = 82) in quarts 

Availablee quarts 0-0.9 1-5.9 6.0-9.9 10-14.9 15-19.9 20-29.9 30-39.9 40-99.9 > 100 ? 

Numberr of male 6 26 14 9 2 8 8 4 2 3 
householdd heads 

Thee six people in the first column have access to land of less than what Dietz et a! (2001) con-
siderr to be the minimum for subsistence of one person. The second column describes a field 
surfacee area which is still too small for a family of six people. In the not so fertile area of 
Oudda.. and with the risk of too dry years in an area of low soil humidity also the people in the 
thirdd column can be regarded as having a vulnerable position. So. extrapolating from respon-
dentss to the whole of Oudda, the land inequality in Oudda puts at least 39 %. but perhaps even 
566 %, of households in danger. 

Whenn asked about the fertility of their fields only two people with less than 5.9 quart of land 
att their disposal mentioned having only fields with poor fertility. Of those with 6 to 14.9 
quarts,, two people mentioned having only poor fields (see Table 7.2.8). All the rest have good 
orr a combination of good, bad and/or intermediate fields. Five people do not have personal 
fieldss at all and describe the fields they use as 'sufficiently fertile*. Thus, with regard to land 

288 Counter-questioning on this issue dunng follow-up interviews in 2003 indeed revealed an underestimation 
off  fallow land, partly because former fields situated on the slopes of formerly inhabited hills are not consid-
eredd as 'again useful'. Respondents explained that they are 'Too steep and too much wild animals up there, 
nowadays" " 

22""  This mis-calculation can be due to a language problem (for example, different words for long term and short 
termm fallow) but. when discussing the issue with some interpreters. I could not distinguish any linguistic 
problemss regarding the concept of 'fallow". 
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quality,, only four households have real problems. Two of those are no part of the 39 % of peo-
plee without enough surface area. 

TableTable 7.2.8 Land availability versus land qituhty (n = 82. but 38 people have more than one type of land) 

Availablee quarts 0 -0 .9 1 - 59 6.0-9.9 10 -149 15-19.9 20-29.9 30-39.9 4 0 - 9 99 > 100 ^ 

Goodd 1 23 10 7 2 2 7 2 2 4 

Moderatee 0 2 4 3 1 4 3 2 1 0 
Badd 0 13 4 2 1 2 3 0 2 4 
Noo opinion 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

CommoditisationCommoditisation of land 
Ass can be seen in Table 7.2.6 commoditisation of land in Oudda is not that developed (as yet). 
Onlyy four men of the current generation have bought some of their fields. Although respon-
dentss indicate that the price of fields has increased over the years (for example a five time 
increasee for a normal size field in the plain from 40.000 Fcfa twenty years ago to 100.000 Fcfa 
now),, they also say that arable surface is still "payable". Of course the price depends on the 
locationn (far or near the settlements, on slopes, etc.) and the soil quality, but that was no dif-
ferentt in the past. It has to be added, however, that a price increase of just more than two times 
overr the last twenty years, means a de facto decrease, because of inflation and the early 1990s 
Fcfaa devaluation (see chapter 4). 

Thee number of people that spend money in order to rent land has also not increased marked-
ly.. Over the years these numbers have changed slightly but over the generations there has been 
noo net increase. 

Thus,, the commoditisation of land does not reflect a (felt) scarcity of land. 

CalorificCalorific needs and production 
Amountt  of production 
Productionn figures of Oudda are based on 2 different sources: one is the production recorded 
byy the researcher according to the respondents (that is based on memory and estimation). 
Mostt of the farmers can only recall the production of last year and the year before (see Table 
7.2.9).. The second source is the production figures of the village over the years recorded by 
thee sub-departmental agricultural service (settled in Bourah. but with both a district and a vil-
lagee representative). 

Thee production figures per ha. as given by the respondents in Table 7.2.9. are different 
fromm those of the agricultural sen ices in Bourah over the same years (see table 7.2.10). This 
differencee may be due to an under-estimation in the interviews (respondents tend to mention 
aa lower production to hide their wealth and to appear poorer because that may lead to assis-
tancee being provided). On the other hand, the method of the Agricultural Sen ices for meas-
uringg village production is based on household samples and extrapolation. Depending on 
whichh area is used as a sample source, production figures can differ greatly. The inteniews 
forr this study were mainly held in the more outlying neighbourhoods of Oudda where it is. 
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forr example, more difficul t to use chemical fertilisers Mj and where production may therefore 
bee lower11. 

Accordingg to the respondents in the interviews, in the year 2000 the millet yield was espe-
ciallyy disappointing due to a lack of rain at the end of the rainy season. Groundnuts produced 
reasonablyy well (although still with a lower per ha production than the year before). However, 
thee surplus, which was due to an increase in cultivated surface area, caused the price on the 
markett to drop. The Bana did not earn enough from the sale of beans and groundnuts to buy 
sufficientt cereals. 

Bambaraa groundnuts, which seem to generate a good additional income, are a risky crop. 
Fromm time to time, for reasons which are not apparent, a field stops producing this crop. The 
Banaa themselves explain this on the basis of "the spell of the rainbow". This means that, 
accordingg to them, a rainbow stood above this field and from then on the field refuses Bambara 
groundnuts. . 

TableTable 7.2.9 Production and surface area used by respondents in 1999 and 2000 
nn = 125 (82 men and 43 women); most of the respondents live in the outer" neighbourhoods 
off  Oudda and have their fields there or even further in the bush. 

19999 2000 

Redd sorghum* 
Whitee sorghum 
Maize e 
Rice e 
Peanut t 
Beans s 
Bamb.nuts s 
Total l 
Fallow4 4 

Cereals s 

Meann prod. / 
resp.. (kg) 

373 3 
196 6 
404 4 

18 8 
273 3 
97 7 

147 7 
1,174 4 

n.a. . 
993 3 

Meann surf. 
respp (ha) 

0,8 8 
0.5 5 
0,33 3 
00 05 
0.67 7 
0.36 6 
0.53 3 
324 4 
3.23 3 
1.68 8 

Prodd / surf. 
(kgg  ha) 

484 4 
438 8 

1244 4 
382 2 
411 1 
271 1 
275 5 
449 9 
n.a. . 
637 7 

Meann prod / 
resp.. (kg) 

348 8 
141 1 
360 0 
20 0 

429 9 
121 1 
162 2 

1,259 9 
n.a. . 
869 9 

Meann surf / 
resp.. (ha) 

10 0 
0.7 7 
042 2 
0.07 7 
1,08 8 
0.47 7 
00 68 
4.42 2 
1.59 9 
2.2 2 

Prodd surf. 
(kgg / ha) 

344 4 
201 1 
858 8 
308 8 
399 9 
256 6 
237 7 
342 2 
n.a a 
395 5 

22 = for all cereals the mean is given for only men (n = 82). as women do not cultivate these crops (only on very y 
raree occasions) 

hh = measured only for men. as women do not own land. The estimates of fallow land are very rough. Only those 
fieldsfields that have been used recently or are to be used in the near future seem to have been counted32 

Thee 'per ha*  production data of the Agricultural Service over the years does not show a down-
wardd trend. Even a climatic influence is difficult to discern. It seems as if. in general, used 
fieldsfields are fertile enough to keep up production. 

MM'' During the rainy season, Oudda-Bariki and neighbourhoods further down the road are no longer accessible 
becausee of running rivers. 

111 That the Agricultural Service data is faulty can be seen from the fact that the total production surface area of 
alll  of Oudda suddenly diminished from more than 4500 ha in 1997 and 1998 to less than 1500 ha in 1999 (in 
20011 it increased again to nearly 2000 ha) The line officer in charge in 2002 could not explain this shift 

1:: Why the fallow surface in 2000 seems to be half as big as in 1999 cannot be explained. Apparently respon-
dentss have only counted those fields as fallow that they have been using the year before Long(er) term fal-
loww is not counted at all 



287 7 

TableTable "-2.10 Production per ha (kg and kcal) based on Agricultural Sen-ice data and mterwew data. 

19977 1998 1999 1999 2000 2000 2001 

(Agric.serv)) (Agric.serv) (Agric.serv) (Interviews) (Agnc.serv) (Interviews) (Agnc serv) 

Maiss (kg ha) 

Maiss (kcal."ha) 

Sorghuinn (kglia) 

Sorghmnn (kcal/ha) 

Ricee (kg/ha) 

Ricee (kcal/ha) 

Peanutss (kg/ha) 

Peanutss (kcal/ha) 

Beanss (kglia) 

Beanss (kcal/ha) 

Barnb.riutss (kg/ha) 

Bamb.nutss (kcal/ha 

1.610 0 

5.115.9 9 

900 0 

2.781.9 9 

1.490 0 

5.4784 4 

600 0 

3.163.3 3 

680 0 

2,325.3 3 

1.210 0 

)) 4.137.6 

1.920 0 

6.101.0 0 

850 0 

2.627.4 4 

1.600 0 

5,8829 9 

1.290 0 

6.801.1 6.801.1 

450 0 

1.538.8 8 

1.020 0 

3.487.9 9 

1.600 0 

5.084.3 3 

870 0 

2.689.2 2 

1.530 0 

5.625.5 5 

1,300 0 

6.853.9 9 

490 0 

1,6755 6 

1.180 0 

4..035.0 0 

1.244 4 

3.952.9 9 

461 1 

1.424.9 9 

382 2 

1.404.5 5 

411 1 

2.166.9 9 

271 1 

9267 7 

275 5 

9400 4 

1.100 0 

3.4954 4 

910 0 

2,8128 8 

1.300 0 

4,779.8 8 

1,390 0 

7,3284 4 

600 0 

2,051.7 7 

1.300 0 

4,4454 4 

858 8 

2.7264 4 

273 3 

1,894.9 9 

308 8 

1.132.5 5 

399 9 

2,103.6 6 

256 6 

875.4 4 

237 7 

8104 4 

1.200 0 

3.8I3.I I 

800 0 

2,472.8 8 

1.200 0 

4.4122 2 

990 0 

5.219.5 5 

700 0 

2.3933 7 

1.110 0 

3,795.7 7 

Needs s 
Whenn only counting cereals, an average household (consisting of 3.0 adults and 3.2 children, 
andd thus with a need of 1424 kg of cereals) generally had a shortage of 299 kg of cereals in 
19999 and 389 kg in 2000 (see Table 7.2.11). Of the household heads interviewed31. 58 % did 
nott produce the amount of cereals needed according to FAO standards34 to meet the energy 
requirementss of their compound members and themselves (both in 1999 and in 2000). 
Nevertheless-- 16 % of respondents claim that they are very happy in Oudda because of the 
abundancee of food. Moreover, almost all respondents said they were satisfied with the 1999 
production.. On average, the cereal production is sufficient to meet the needs of a household, 
accordingg to respondents*  own ideas. 

TableTable ".2.11 Cereals needs and production per mean household in Oudda per year (in kg), according to 
thee own perception of the respondents and the FAO calculation. 

Neededd Produced 

19999 2000 

Accordingg to respondents 820 1,125 1,035 
Ace.. to FAO calculations 1.424 n.a. n.a. 

Thee discrepancy may be due to the fact that the Bana do not get their calories from cereals 
alone.. Although beans and groundnuts are cultivated for the market, it does not mean that they 
doo not eat these crops as well. Everybody nibbles groundnuts while peeling them and those 

822 household heads were interviewed, but 10 of them did not know their production. 
Thee FAO (FAOWHOUNU 1985) norm for calorific need is 2500 kcal adult (2300/woman and 2800/man) 
andd 1670 kcalper child per da\ (my own summation from different age-group figures). 1 kg cereals contains 
33422 kcal (3000-3600 kcal). 
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groundnutss that have a lesser quality are used in the sauce together with a certain proportion 
off  the good quality groundnuts. Beans are used in the sauce and also in fritters, made to be sold 
att the local markets and partly for household consumption. Some households also produce 
potatoo and sweet potato, manioc and mostly also Bambara groundnuts. Table 7.2.12 shows the 
totall  agricultural calorific production. 

TableTable ".2.12 ('omparison of calorific needs and calorific production per imean) household per year 

Kcall  needed Kcal produced 1999 Kcal produced 2000 

Ouddaa 4.820.341 6.269.719 6,959.578 

Thee table shows that the village produces enough calories. Yet. poorer families do not meet 
theirr requirements (see Table 7.2.13). Discrepancies in the village are considerable with 15 of 
thee families (20%) who have a surplus, producing two to four times what they need in one or 
bothh years. Sometimes this could make up for an enormous shortage in the other year. In other 
casess the overproduction was structural. On the other hand, shortages could also be enor-
mous.. Thirty-two (43 %) of the households had to manage with a production in calories in 
onee or both years of less than half of what was needed, sometimes3' even with no production 
att all. 

TableTable 7.2.13 Percentage of households without enough cereals or calories 

Generall  shortage 
Gravee shortage' 
Cereals s 

1999 9 

35 5 
32 2 

993 3 

Not t enoughh cereals3 

2000 0 

38 8 
15 5 

1.68 8 

Bothh years 

19 9 
7 7 

637 7 

1999" " 

43 3 
38 8 

869 9 

Nott enough calories 

2000 0 

30 0 
15 5 

22 2 

Bothh years 

20 0 
12 2 

395 5 

aa = people's perception of need measured against production 
hh = FAO's figures of need measured against total agricultural calorific production 
cc = this means half of what is needed or less 

Fromm time to time, for example when guests are visiting or on festival days, people eat meat 
(mostlyy from their own small ruminants or chicken, or meat bought at the market). More often, 
sparee money is used to buy some dried fish on the market to put into the sauce. Those fami-
liess with cows can drink milk, but they can not and do not consume that much. 

Nextt to these agricultural products, people can eat gathered wild products. The bush area in 
betweenn the fields and surrounding the village offers several opportunities to find wild veg-
etabless and starchy roots, as well as small animals, like mouse, birds, sometimes even a mon-
key.. Although according to Cameroonian law it is forbidden to eat these last, villagers do enjoy 
thee meat when thev are able to catch one. 

Inn 1999. seventeen households did not produce anything, according to their testimony (= 23 °o). 
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7.2.22 Human domain insecurities 
HealthHealth insecurities 
Everyy inhabitant of Oudda complains about the lack of a medical post in the village. During 
thee dry season medical care can be obtained in the hospital of Guili. 8 km down the sandy road. 
Fromm Baliwol. public transport in the form of motorcycles can be used, but most inhabitants 
doo not have enough money to do so. Otherwise a donkey or a bicycle has to be used to trans-
portt ill people. But, again, there are not many inhabitants of Oudda who have one of these, so 
inn emergencies they have to borrow some form of transport. And. antenatal and postnatal care 
iss only provided at the hospital of Guili. except for some mid-wife type of assistance in the vil -
lagee based on the practical experience of older women. Unfortunately, in the rainy season (3 
too 4 months) the road to Guili is blocked by at least two big rivers. Inhabitants of all Oudda 
neighbourhoodss highlight the related death toll. Typical tropical diseases, such as malaria and 
tuberculosis,, as well as the drinking water related amoebas and various intestinal pathological 
bacteriaa and worms are threats to people's health. However, there is no money to purchase 
modernn medicines. 

Al ll  Oudda neighbourhoods have one or more water wells, but because these are open and 
becausee people use loose ropes and buckets to draw the water, they become easily contami-
nated.. This adds to the number of intestinal diseases. When working in far-off fields (some-
timess more than one hour's walk), people drink water from streams and pools. Later in the year 
thesee are heavily contaminated as they are also used by cattle, for bathing, etc. 

Fortunately,, traditional health systems are still in place. These are mostly more accessible 
too villagers as they are more embedded in the physical and social fabric of the community and 
suchh services do not (always) have to be paid for in cash. Abundant bush areas means the gath-
eringg of ingredients for traditional medicines is not a problem. However, some of the tradi-
tionall  doctors complain about a diminishing of certain species, both plants and animals, whose 
leavess or skin particles are. for example, indispensable. Younger 'doctors' explain that they try 
too work together with their 'western' colleagues: "each has his precise task"36. 

EducationalEducational insecurities 
Ass described in Chapter 4 and in the case of the Diamaré and Tupuri regions in Chapter 5. edu-
cationall  possibilities diminished compared to the early Eighties of the last century. With the 
economicc crisis and the following Structural Adjustment Programmes of the World Bank and 
IMF.. the right of Cameroonian citizens to have free education has become more a written than 
ann executed right. A decrease in the number of training places and thus a lack of properly edu-
catedd teachers has reduced the quality of education and increased the class sizes. In Oudda 
theree are sometimes more than 100 pupils per class. As is the case elsewhere, the primary 
schooll  in Oudda. located in the centre of the village, is run by an educated, government-paid 
director,, assisted by several so-called "parent teachers'. The latter are young men with at least 
somee years of secondary school education themselves who are paid by the parents of children 
attendingg the school. Sending children to school therefore means the payment of a school fee. 
Thee director does not live in Oudda. but in Guili. so when the rivers are swollen (in and direct-
lyy after the rainy season), he cannot reach his pupils. In the case of the outer neighbourhood 
off  Waza. the centre of the village is still two hours away. Parents who want to send their chil-

MM'' Interview with Hamadou. 32 years old. Oudda Banki. January 2001. 
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drenn to school complain about the distance. They state that it is too far for the littl e ones and 
theree are too many possibilities for the elder ones to detour on the way. "We do not have any 
controll  as to whether they reach the school or not. The teacher never comes by this way to 
informm us about whether our children have been playing truant."̂  

Inn order to attend secondary school, pupils have to leave the area. Apart from the school 
feess and the books, notebooks and school uniforms, they need money to find lodgings. Several 
off  them try to stay with relatives in town but even then cash or some other reimbursement has 
too be given. For girls, the fact that they have to be 'away from home' and the necessity of stay-
ingg in boarding houses diminishes their chances of higher education. Parents are hesitant about 
whetherr they should send their daughters away or not because they fear a lack of protection. 
Theyy fear that the loose moral codes in the "big city*  will culminate in a dishonouring of their 
daughters.. They therefore prefer not to let them go. 

Inn addition, most parents, especially those that have attended secondary school themselves, 
aree perfectly aware of the lack of options for using this education. They all came back to the 
villagee to become a farmer, although in their schooldays they dreamt of careers in govern-
mentall  offices. Even church-based support for learning more about agricultural modernisation 
seemss to be diminishing. 

7.2.33 Economic insecurities 
CashCash Crop insecurities 
Severall  elder cultivators pointed out that cotton used to be produced in the area, mostly for 
personall  use by weavers for traditional cloth and 'ganduras'™. The rise of commercial cotton 
cultivationn in the rest of the Far North province meant it almost totally disappeared from the 
mountains.. Instead, the groundnut production for the market has gained a big footing in the 
region.. More than 90 % of the Bana with some acres of land at their disposal produce ground-
nutss (at least from time to time). Unfortunately, the groundnut price changes enormousiy over 
thee year and between the years. Large-scale merchants buy the groundnuts directly after the 
harvestt (November-December) at the regional markets like Guili. when the local producers 
havee had the time to peel them. They calculate on the basis of information from various 
sourcess (rumours from Douala. the international export centre, about harvests in other 
groundnutt producing countries; direct information about production in the rest of Cameroon 
itselff  and from, for example, Nigeria) and build a security margin into their purchasing prices. 
Nevertheless,, variations are big enough to entice people to cultivate groundnuts the year after 
aa year of good prices. During this second year (with normal precipitation), production 
increasess in such a way that the price falls. The fact that people have chosen to cultivate more 
groundnutss and less grain leads to a relative lack of cereals. That, in turn, increases market 
pricess in a time that earnings from groundnuts are lower than expected. Thus, although 
groundnutss are a cash crop related to the international market, local producers are confront-
edd by a local 'pig cycle". The world market price determines benefit or loss only in the case 
off  the bigger traders. 

Intervieww with Kapoua. Oudda Waza. January 2001 
Thee big cotton dress from shoulders to almost the ground, in accord with Fulbe fashion, worn by men 



291 1 

FarmFarm animals and insecurities 
Withh regard to animal husbandry the situation in the Oudda territory is unclear. As explained 
inn Chapter 4. counting the number of animals present is a difficult undertaking. However, sev-
erall  organisations have tried to measure and estimate both cattle and small ruminants. 

Inn most parts of the Sahel-Sudan zone, cattle numbers decreased during the two drought peri-
odss at me end of the last century. In contrast, and according to Seignobos (2000e: 119) the num-
berr of cattle in Mayo Tsanaga department doubled between 1960 and 1980. mostly due to incom-
ingg Fulbe who. in these dry years, were attracted by the watering places in the dry season and the 
harvestt residues on which to feed their cattle. In 1980. the Mogodé and Guili districts had 25 -
500 cattle/km̂  (0.5-1 per person). The increase in the department continued up till 19863". fol-
lowedd by a steady decrease until, in 1995, the lowest total number of 73.250 was reached (two 
yearss later than the provincial lowest amount). From then on. cattle numbers increased again. 

TableTable 7.2.14 Numbers of cattle over the years for the department and 2 sub-departments 

19866 1992 1995 2000 

Mayoo Tsanaga 125,407 n.av. 73.250 167,786 
Mogodé22 n.av n.av n.av. 15,875 
Bourahh 13,705 13,164 10,675 11,448 

aa = numbers of 1986 - 1995 could not be obtained because Mogodé sub-department was only installed in 1996; 
beforee that it was part of sub-department Mokolo. 

Thee Bana themselves never were a cattle-keeping group. However, the rich used to have some 
cowss (mostly of the Kapsiki type40). As is the habit in Sub-Saharan Africa, a surplus of money 
iss invested in cattle as a bank deposit. These days, in the whole mountain range, a shift to zebu 
cattlee is taking place to the detriment of the Kapsiki cattle. Unfortunately this shift also means 
aa higher risk to the health status of the cattle, as the Kapsiki race is more hardy, more used to 
thee mountain environment and more Trypanosomiasis resistant (important for future raising 
programmes). . 

Thee Bana explain their current preference for Zebu by highlighting the longer growth peri-
odd of this race. Kapsiki cattle are relatively small and reach their adult height quicker. They do 
nott grow like Zebu and therefore you gain less from your investment. For this same reason even 
thee value of young Zebu is higher on the market. The shift means bigger cattle, with a higher 
slaughterr weight, and a higher fodder intake versus growth ratio. At the regional animal market 
inn Guili, slaughter animals are more expensive than animals bought for labour or for enlarge-
mentt of one's herd. The price of a young adult bull for slaughter, seemingly in good condition, 
cann reach 120,000 Fcfa. Zebu calves which are approximately six months old and which are in 
goodd shape can cost 40 to 60.000 Fcfa. However, a lot of cattle trading takes place at home 
wheree Nigerian 'smugglers" pay more and police do not interfere by demanding taxes41. 

Seignoboss (2000e) mentions a decrease of cattle in Mayo Tsanaga from 1980 to 1988, except for Bourah 
sub-departmentt (increase of up to 25 %), 
Thee small Bos taitrus race, see chapters 4 and 6 
Duringg my stay no Kapsiki cattle were sold and none of the owners could tell me the usual price. They only 
thoughtt "probably 1 can get the same for a 6 month old calve as for a good sheep", but this was not proven I 
couldd not find potential or even imaginary buyers with whom to discuss prices. 
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Forr the Bana the high number of incoming cattle in the dry years made their position as cat-
tlee keepers weaker because of the competition over fodder. With the decline of incoming Fulbe 
cattle,, the Bana took up more cattle keeping than was their custom. This is partly due to the 
increasee in draught animals. One generation ago almost nobody used a plough. There were, of 
course,, some donkeys for transport, but oxen for labour were rare. In 2000. 33 % of the pop-
ulationn already owned either donkeys or cattle for draught. To work with the plough a farmer 
needss two animals, as the soils are considered to be heavy42. Thus, the step to purchasing a 
ploughh and accompanying animals is a big one because a lot of money is involved. 

Actuall  cattle numbers in Oudda (see Table 7.2.15) show that Oudda experiences more or 
lesss the same trend of increase as the rest of the department. Although the whole village is not 
yett at the 1980 densities. Fulbe cattle keepers seem to be reaching former cattle numbers. 

TableTable ".2.15 Number and density of cattle in 2000 

Ouddaa total3 

Ouddaa Bana 
Ouddaa Fulbe 
Kubadjee Fulbe" 

Vaccinated d 
cattle e 

2,587 7 
1,540 0 
1,047 7 

650 0 

Number r 
off  owners 

106 6 
95 5 
11 1 
17 7 

Meann cattle 
perr owner (+range) 

24.4(2-- 320) 
16(2-- 135) 
955 (4 - 320} 
38(8-90) ) 

Cattle e 
perr km" 

17.5 5 
n.av v 

42c c 

325d d 

aa = This data is based on the vaccination campaign of May 2000 carried out by Gailaye Yata, the local veterinary 
officerr of Guili. It is very likely that at the time of vaccination the majority of the cattle were on their dry sea-
sonn transhumance to Nigeria and elsewhere41 

bb = In the case of Kubadje the vaccination that generated the numbers was performed in November 2000, a time 
att which the herds had not yet left the area 

cc = This number is calculated on the basis of the assumption that the Fulbe of Oudda graze their cattle solely in 
thee neighbounng Boubakary Nené reserve (see Figure 7.3). The actual density will be lower because they also 
usee other bush-forest land in the vicinity 

dd = This number is based on the assumption that the Kubadje Fulbe graze their cattle solely in their own reserve. 
However,, they not only use the harvest stubbles on Kila fields as well, but also the more extended pasture area 
off  Modélé 

Forr the Bana an 'owner' means a (male) household head. It is very rare for a woman to pos-
sesss cattle. When they do, they are always added to a brother's or uncle's herd. In the case of 
thee Fulbe the situation is different. Women inherit cattle from fathers and mothers, receive cat-
tlee as gifts, etc44. Because all the cattle of an extended family (that is of a father and his sons, 
togetherr with the cattle of sisters) are herded in one herd, here an 'owner*  means the head of a 
groupp of households who manages the herd. 

Thiss does not correspond with the information on soil properties as given by soil scientists (Brabant and 
Gavaudd 1985) according to them the majonty of the soils consist of a high sand fraction (see section 7.2.1). 
Normallyy sand is easy to till . Perhaps it has to do with the stones in the fields 
Accordingg to the veterinary service (animal husbandly line-office) of Bourah that also serves Oudda cattle 
numberss increased between 1998 and 2002 from 1468 to 1829. Again, these numbers are claimed to be based 
onn vaccinated cattle. The discrepancy between the numbers of the Guili veterinarian and the administration in 
thee sub-departmental headquarter Bourah remains a mystery 
See.. for example. De Baujn and Van Dijk (1995) or Montz (2003). 
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TabicTabic "2 16 Division of cattle over the households (numbers of cattle based on vaccination numbers in 

Balii  wol 
Barikii  (without Guiki) 

Waza-Hlaka a 
Guikii  ( = Fulbe) 

Inhabitants s 

1.799 9 
816 6 

1.038 8 
210 0 

Households s 

300 0 

136 6 

173 3 
42 2 

Cattle e 

764 4 
175 5 
547 7 

1,101 1 

Numberr of 

55 5 
- I T T 

23 3 
11 1 

ownerss Cattle per 
owner r 

(+range) ) 

1 4 ( 2 - 7 0) ) 

8 ( 2 - 2 5) ) 
2 4 ( 4-- 135 

100(44 - 3 20 

Inn the whole of Oudda the number of Bana households is approximately 609. There are also 

422 Fulbe households. Of the Bana households 95 possess cattle: that is 16 %. but the range of 

cattlee per household is considerable (see table 7.2.16)46. Moreover, the further into the bush 

{awayy from Guil i ) you go the lower the percentage of cattle owners, except in the case of the 

Fulbee neighbourhood. 

TableTable ~.2.l~ Numbers of.small ruminants. (Department. 2 sub-departments, village) 

19866 1992 1995' 2000b b 

goat t sheep p goat t sheep p goat t sheep p goat t sheep p 

Bourah h 
Oudda a 

Mogodé é 
MayoTsanaga a 

9,33 5 3C 

n.av. . 
n.av. . 

213,048c c 

14.290 0 
n.av. . 

n.av. . 
201,094' ' 

23.429 9 

n.av. . 
n.av. . 

190,185 5 

15.446 6 
n.av. . 
n.av. . 

122,581 1 

14.600 0 
n.av. . 
n.av. . 

127,732 2 

9.599 9 
n.av. . 
n.av. . 

107,719 9 

21,398 8 
4,325 5 

21,398d d 

213,983 3 

12,126 6 
3.650 0 

12.338 8 
121,259 9 

aa = Figures for 1986 - 1995 are based on the year reports of the departmental animal husbandry service 
bb = Figures for 2000 are based on data of the provincial animal husbandry service, except for Oudda itself which 

aree based on the sub-departmental animal husbandry service. Bourah 
'' = One may wonder whether this figure is correct because normally the number of goats is higher than that of 

sheep.. In 1986, this was indeed the case in the other sub-departments of Mayo Tsanaga. 
66 ~ The fact that the numbers of goats for Bourah and Mogodé are exactly the same makes one wonder whether 

thesee figures are true 
cc = The steady decline in numbers was already noticeable earlier than 1986 

Establishingg numbers of small ruminants is more difficul t still . In general, though, these num-

berss show the same trend as those of cattle. In 1980. the Western half of the Mandara Mountains 

inn the Kapsiki and Bana region had a small ruminant density of 75 - 100 animals /km . Further 

too the east, where the human population density is lower, these numbers were 25 - 50 sheep and 

goatss per km^. The decrease in ruminant numbers in Bourah started later in the case of small 

Thee fact that cattle numbers are very vague and unreliable can be illustrated by the difference between the 
vaccinationn numbers and the numbers mentioned dunne interviews. Of the 82 male respondents. 21 men-
tionedd that they possess cattle (with 26 % a higher than \illage level counted dunng vaccination). Most of 
thosee have more cattle vaccinated than they say they possess A possible explanation may be that small own-
erss have added their cattle to the herd of a bigger owner for the purpose of vaccination. 
Botlii  the percentage of households with cattle and the mean number of cattle per household is much lower 
thann in Dzambou (27 °o owners and 18 cattle per owner) if the Fulbe are not counted 

file:///illage
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ruminantss than in the case of cattle and also later than at departmental level, although it was in 
thee same order. The departmental decline and the sub-departmental increase contradicts Seig-
nobos'' claim that there was a stable number of small ruminants in the whole province from 1985 
too 1990 (Seignobos 2000e: 119). The growth of the numbers of both groups of animals restart-
edd in the same 1995-1996 period. Contrary to cattle numbers for the whole department, but in 
accordancee with those of Bourah sub-department, the numbers of small ruminants in 2000 had 
nott yet been not totally restored to the 1986 levels (see Table 7.2.17). 

Inn Oudda itself, according to the animal husbandry service in Bourah. small ruminant numbers 
increasedd from 1999 to 2002. Officially. 5.217 sheep and 5.107 goats were counted at that 
time.. This already means 70 animals per kirr and therefore almost a return to 1980 levels. But 
thee same service data reveals high extremes over these 4 years. For example there were only 
1.0133 goats in 1999 and only 1.722 sheep in 2001. after a high of 4.800 sheep in 1999. These 
fluctuationss can generally be attributed to epidemics, the employees of the service explain. But 
theyy do not have any idea as to which diseases take these tolls, let alone how to eradicate them. 
Thee keeping, breeding, diseases and deaths of small animals is a personal affair. These num-
berss reveal the vulnerability of the "normal" Bana and their insecurity with regard to the so-
calledd 'poor men's cows'. 

Alsoo those people who try to raise chicken are confronted by contagious diseases every 
year.. More than half of the chicken owners complain about chicken deaths over the last year, 
sometimess affecting all their birds. Agricultural extension workers have started vaccination 
programmess to counter the huge numbers of deaths, but farmers are not used to vaccinating 
poultry.. If vaccination takes place in an already contaminated environment, the chickens will 
nott be protected and owners think it is due to the vaccination that the birds die. 

Thee insecurity of the Fulbe of Oudda has other causes. An increase in the number of cattle 
meanss an increased risk of the spread of diseases. According to them their herds are not grow-
ingg but instead the total number of cattle in the region is increasing because the Bana and 
Kapsikii  have started cattle grazing47. They complain about the diminishing access to harvest 
remainss and the rising competition for fodder. The Fulbe estimate that 22 herds of 50 head (= 
11000 head) stay in their Boubakary Néné reserve - with a surface area of approximately 25 km2 

-- during the rainy season (see Figure 7.3). This is in addition to quite a lot of herds that trespass 
onn their way to or from Maroua district. The report by the head of the departmental animal hus-
bandryy service (Djonwé 2002) speaks of 713 cattle from the Diamaré in the mountains and 630 
cattlee trespassing from Hina to the north. Not all these cattle pass through Oudda and Kila. but 
somee do. That means that in the rainy season the number of TLU per ha surpasses the 0.3. 

Althoughh the Fulbe claim that more and more Bana are keeping cattle. Table 7.2.15 and 
7.2.166 together with the population numbers depicted in Table 7.2.4 show that, although quite 
aa number of farmers have cattle these days, it are still mainly Fulbe who contribute to the vast 
numberr of cattle in the region. 

Householdss (six household members) with the possibility of slaughtering 21 cattle per year 
mayy subsist on meat. This means they need a herd of at least 175 cattle (see Dietz et al 2001: 
197-198).. In Oudda there are only two Fulbe household heads who possess more than that 

rr Two surveys of the CZV of Mogode in 1999 and 2000 show a slight decrease of cattle numbers in the whole 
off  Moaode canton 6520 head in 1999 and 5870 in 2000 (Tchamaya. 2000) 
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number,, but they have to share with more than 6 family members. To live off the meat of small 
ruminants,, a six person household needs to slaughter around 140 goats a year. Given that there 
aree 8.000 small ruminants in Oudda. on average a household can dispose of 12.3 small rumi-
nantss (two per person). If all stay alive and the off-take is 25 % per year, a household can 
slaughterr three animals per year. This gives them a small amount of added energy and protein. 
Butt it is not much and it hardly ever occurs that all the animals survive the harsh conditions. 

Forr the Bana individually, an increasing number of animals is a sign of prosperity and 
reducess insecurities. For the agriculturalists in general, more ruminants are good for improv-
ingg the fertility of the soils. On the other hand, too many ruminants can put excessive pressure 
onn the available bush land48. The issue is how to find a balance. The head of the departmental 
animall  husbandry service states that the mountains can still cope with an increase in cattle 
withoutt being overstocked (Djonwè 2002). With a stocking rate of 0.17 TLU/ha. Oudda indeed 
stilll  seems to have room enough. Of course, this is a general statement that has to be adjusted 
forr each area. The activities of the State as regards improving cattle-keeping opportunities, 
suchh as the instalment of grazing reserves throughout the mountain range, mostly appear to be 
aa threat to the agricultural community4". 

Thus,, keeping cattle or small ruminants and even chicken is a risky undertaking because the 
Banaa do not have special knowledge to keep these animals healthy. It is almost impossible to 
accesss such knowledge. Especially during the dangerous rainy season veterinary aid cannot be 
reached,, as the nearest post is in Guili on the other side of at least two big (seasonal) rivers. 
Evenn the market at which medicines can be bought is in that town. In addition, official aid is 
expensive.. Vaccination programs do not reach most small ruminant owners or chicken own-
ers".. Individual owners of all types of farm animals have to face regular losses because of dis-
easess that cannot be treated. In the eastern part of Oudda (the region where the interviews were 
held)) 33 % of the households suffered from the loss of one or more herbivores over 1999 and 
20000 due to disease. To that can be added losses due to theft of which 8 % of the respondents 
complained. . 

Inn short, for some families the cattle (or small ruminants) they possess help them to meet their 
energyy and protein needs or form a safety valve in times of hardship. However, the veterinary 
statuss and risks, together with the lack of knowledge and possibilities to care for the livestock, 
makee livestock keeping an insecure activity. In addition, the vast majority of people in the vil -
lagee do not possess any cattle at all and even small ruminants are not owned by every house-
hold.. Those without even a goat or sheep do not have anything in reserve. 

Non-agriculturalNon-agricultural activities and insecurities 
Off-far mm activities 
Thee economic crisis of the early 1990s meant a decrease in the possibilities for earning money 

4**  The earning capacity of the 1,000 mm rain mountain belt lies between 12 and 0 33 TLU ha. under favourite 
conditionss (Breman (1975) and Gaston f 1996) respectively See chapter 4.2.1) 

4""  In addition, some of the existing pasture reserves seem to be already overstocked (see Mvondo Awono ei a! 
(2001) ) 
Vaccinationn of chickens is something new and most people (women, as chicken owners) are not used to it. In 
addition,, one bottle contains doses for 50 chickens It is very difficult to organise a vaccination session with 
enoughh owners to participate at the same time so as not to waste doses (and thus increasing the pnee). 
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outsidee the own farm. There are no State jobs available in Oudda at all. Becoming a teacher at 
thee local primary school is no option as only a few teachers are required, there are no vacancies 
andd the present parents cannot pay for more. Outside Oudda. State jobs can only be acquired by 
thosee with higher education or the relevant qualifications, in combination with having 'friends' 
inn the State offices. The Bana do not have such a network (see section "social insecurities'). 

Becausee of the closeness of Nigeria, trade used to offer the more daring men an income, but 
nowadayss the trans-border controls have been increased and a lot of money has to be paid 
(underr the table) to escape import restrictions. 

Thee use of crops which mature more quickly has generated possibilities related to agricul-
turall  labour migration. After the harvest at home, some people may move on to help harvest 
cropss that mature later elsewhere. These are once again usually more adventurous young men 
whoo travel to Nigeria or to the surroundings of Maroua to help with the muskuaari (transplant-
sorghum)) harvest. Unfortunately, in the years that this addition in income is most needed - the 
dryerr years with a lower yield -the muskuaari harvest is often disappointing and less labour is 
neededd to harvest it. 

On-farmm activities 
Thee possibilities for working from the home depend on the availability of raw materials in the 
formm of "wild" or cultivated products. With the abundance of bush area, such raw materials can 
easilyy be gathered. However, a rise in 'modernisation ideas' and the proximity of Nigeria with 
itss cheap (plastic) products means a decrease in demand for traditional storing utensils or mats, 
etc.. every year. Thus, production of these traditional products does not result in the same prof-
itss as in the past. 

7.2.44 Social insecurities 
FamilyFamily and dan insecurities 
Mostt of the Bana feel strong ties with their fathers and brothers, mothers and sisters and even 
withh the more extended family of (patrilineal) uncles and nephews. It is only very occasionally 
thatt families experience a kind of breakdown of the social fabric, as a result of which sons or old 
agee parents have to look after themselves. This is then regarded with disapproval by neighbours. 
Banaa do not have a cultural taboo of marrying in the own clan, so many wives also come from 
thee Oudda territory. This means the family-in-law is close by. Payment of bride-prices is (still) 
aa common habit that binds young families firmly to the wife's clan. Adult girls explain that they 
wantt a bride price to be paid when somebody wants to marry them. "Otherwise people may think 
youu are worthless." Paradoxically, another bonding factor is the habit wives have of divorcing 
quickly.. Some women have divorced more than 10 times, especially during their younger years. 
Mostt of the time they give as a reason that their husbands did not give them enough land, cloth 
orr other materials, or they say he was violent or they quarrelled too much. Although they lose 
thee lands they cultivated when they divorce, the threat of going is one of the women's security 
measures1'.. For the men it is a source of insecurity. More than one husband explained that he 
wouldd do anything for his wife and give her as much as she wanted to make her stay (and there-
foree look after the children). But even then "she went away", one of them said. 

S]] See also Van den Berg (1997) about the apparent paradox between land security and divorce, in her study 
aboutt the Giziga women of Far North Province of Cameroon 
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Sometimes,, however, the divorce custom is a source of insecurity for the women them-
selves.. It is not ak\a> s their own decision to divorce. Sometimes it is the decision of the father, 
whoo forces his daughter to move on to another husband, one who gives a higher bride price or 
whoo has a higher status in the community or a position that fits in more with that of the woman. 
Forr example, after marrying his daughter to a young neighbour, one of the fathers took her 
backk under the pretext that she should not be involved in a blacksmith's family. 

Thee Bana. as a very small ethnic group (only around 16.000 Bana were recorded officially 
inn 1996 which is 2 % of the Mandara population"), are very attached to each other. However, 
thiss does not prevent them from soon becoming distrustful of each other. If somebody is sud-
denlyy successful (with his crops or merchandise) someone of his fellow-villagers is sure to 
accusee him of witchcraft or an attempt to steal his wife. This means a judging session at the 
villagee or regional chiefs court, which is mostly an expensive gathering. Thus, rising above 
thee mean can be a dangerous practice. 

AA broader social insecurity is based on the fact that the Bana are not really represented at 
levv els higher than regional ones. While all different ethnic groups have contacts with deputies 
andd politicians both in Maroua and in Yaoundé, the Bana. with their small population, are 
unablee to do the same. 

PoliticalPolitical insecurities 
Forr the Bana of Oudda. party politics is not an issue. Their interpretation of the whole power 
situationn is as follows: generally speaking, president Biya is considered the leader. He comes 
(andd did come) to power by way of his RDPC party. So, all power lies with the RDPC. some-
wheree in Yaoundé. Yaoundé is far away. Down there, they do not know anything about the 
Mandaraa Mountains, let alone Oudda and the Bana. When you want something to be done 
here,, to develop the region. Yaoundé has to decide. In the past they did help the whole North 
byy abolishing intertribal feuds, but nowadays they have forgotten the region. If the village 
decidess something for its own good, nowadays it cannot proceed with implementation because 
permissionn is always needed from Yaoundé, or at least from some authority that lives far away 
fromm Oudda. Thus, apart from reduced intertribal war and violence, the current position of 
Ouddaa is more difficult than in the past. 

Conflictt  mediation 
Ass in the other two case studies, the people of Oudda tend to choose the forum at which they 
preferr to settle their disputes. In cases of crop damage caused by livestock, both mutual agree-
mentss and the involvement of line agencies, local chiefs or the lamido may occur. The distance 
fromm Oudda to the sub-prefect in Bourah is too great to go there very often, although some 
inhabitantss do make the effort to take caught animals to the mayor in order to ensure that the 
ownerr pays for his neglect. 

Moree social conflicts, without economic repercussions are generally settled by the village 
andd neighbourhood chiefs, often with the help of a 'conseiller*\ one or two elderly men. espe-
ciallyy appointed for this task. If they are unable to deal with the case, the lamido'?, court and 
judgess are next in line. A judge hears the parties in the conflict and several witnesses and sends 
(whenn deemed necessary) some of his helpers to the area of the dispute. Then he decides what 

<:: Only two or three other groups, in the South of sub-department Bourah, are smaller 
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iss best. Afterwards he informs his boss, the lamido. who most of the time agrees but can also 
calll  for a re-opening of the case. 

LandLand allocation and insecurities 

Inn the Bana culture there are no land masters or other traditional chiefs who have the authori-
tyy to decide about land allocation. Land that has been bush area for as long as everybody 
knowss can be cleared of trees and bushes and therewith become the property of the person that 
cutt that vegetation for the first time. Subsequently, the use. management and expropriation of 
arablee land is a personal affair involving the owner or his offspring and is, at best, subject to 
decisionss by male family elders in cases in which the fields of ancestors are not divided into 
smalll  properties per offspring. When, according to the wishes of the first clearer of the land, 
thee surface remains the property of the whole (extended) family, all male family members are 
entitledd to use the fields they want. In the event of conflicts concerning the fields between such 
members,, the oldest family members function as arbiters. They also have the power to make 
decisionss on sales. Yet. in most of these big families other adult male members can have their 
sayy and (most of the time) their arguments have almost the same weight as those of the elders. 
Itt is not important whether the oldest person in the patri-line is present in Oudda or not. He 
stilll  has to be contacted when decisions about the land have to be taken. 

Iff  the first clearer has not expressed the wish that his land be kept as a united property, the 
offspringg can decide to divide the surface into portions and have these inherited by the sons. 
Ass a rule these portions are equal in size and. most of the time, equal in quality as well as 
regardss the soil fertility and the distance from the compounds. In these cases the inheritors are 
reall  owners and have all the rights that pertain to such a status. Of the 82 household heads that 
weree interviewed, only 18 had full ownership rights over (part of. for example the part they 
boughtt or cleared themselves) their land. 

Womenn do not have the right to possess land. Unofficially they are not even entitled to buy. 
Althoughh respondents do agree that it is officially possible, they point out that it has never hap-
penedd and never wil l happen. Women have user rights via their husbands. When a Bana man 
hass only one wife, they mostly cultivate together. The wife helps her husband with the plough-
ingg and weeding of the cereals fields (sorghum, maize and rice are specific men's crops5'), they 
havee shared groundnuts and bean fields, but she also cultivates her 'personal" fields with 
Bambaraa groundnuts, the typical women's product54. 

Inn the event that the man has several spouses, the husband gives fields to his wives to use 
ass they like, whether or not with the obligation to pay him back a certain amount of the yield: 
"too show that they are his fields". Divorced women have to rely on fathers or brothers to ask 
forr land, but this is an insecure solution. To safeguard their access to land they have to be mar-
riedd and. thus, marry again quickly after divorce. 

Forr example Martine (40 years old) quarrelled with her husband and decided to leave him. tak-
ingg with her a baby on her back. She went back to her father in a neighbouring village but he has 
onlyy one quart to cultivate for him and his remaining children. He told her she had to look for a 
neww husband quickly. After a period of reflection she went back to her first husband where her 

5'' Women household heads can borrow or lend fields and are allowed to cultivate cereals. 
544 In Oudda Banki I discovered one exceptional case of a woman who used fields that her son - now living in 

Marouaa - had bought for her after his father had died 
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otherr children were living as well. Habiba (32 years) was married to a man in the town of 
Bourah.. She was able to use her husband's fields in the vicinity ol the town. When they broke 
upp she came back to Oudda but decided she could not stay with her parents because she had 
becomee a Muslim in the meantime. She now lives in the house of a Muslim family in Bariki. but 
theyy cannot (or will not) offer her a field, so she is trying to rent some land with the profits of 
herr groundnut production in Bourah. The problem is that Bourah is far away and it is by no 
meansmeans easy to sell the groundnuts. In addition, even if she did have money, renting land in Oudda 
wouldd not be that easy for her. 

Inn line with the fact that fields are inherited from ancestors who cleared the bush, and the fact 
thatt those ancestors started with these clearances when they were still living on the mountain 
slopes,, fields are scattered over a large area. From the mountain tops all the (great-) grandfa-
therss started to develop the land at the foot of the slope. Thereafter they moved on and con-
tinuedd clearing in a certain direction further and further into the bush. Depending on health and 
perseverancee of the farmer, areas of various sizes were cleared and varying distances away. 
Whenn people finally descended from the mountains for good they established their first com-
poundss in the vicinity of the first fields. Afterwards they came down a bit further, but they 
almostt never choose to settle somewhere near their furthest fields, alone in the bush as it were. 
Severall  concentrated settlements were founded that now constitute the different neighbour-
hoodss of Oudda (see Fig. 7.3). 

Becausee of that clearance and settlement pattern, the residential neighbourhood is almost 
neverr the only location of someone's fields. Next to that, the amount of surface area used by-
peoplee from one neighbourhood in the territory of another differs as well. Families from Bariki 
havee spare land in the Waza bush, for example. In Baliwol. the neighbourhoodd along the road 
too Guili. some families do not have any fallow fields left, neither within their neighbourhood 
norr elsewhere, because not many of them have land outside this neighbourhood. Most of them 
startedd with less surface area (due to their great-grandfathers having less 'spirit' as regards 
clearingg bush further away), and their family sizes have grown faster. So. nowadays all fields 
havee to be used permanently. Only a few families in Baliwol possess fields far away in the 
bushh that can be used alternately. Sometimes, but not often, these are situated in the direction 
off  Hlaka/Waza. Although not all inhabitants of Baliwol were interviewed, it seems that no fam-
iliess there have fields in the Jiksa region. 

Apartt from the family structures and elders that have power to take decisions concerning 
land,, the only other recognised authority is the traditional regional chief, the lamido of Guili. 
himselff  a Bana. He has the right to allocate certain areas for common purposes such as pas-
ture.. In reality he decides that in the territory of a certain neighbourhood an area needs to be 
appointedd for the goal he has expressed, and the neighbourhood chief or conglomerate-neigh-
bourhood555 chief decides which area it wil l be. even when that area was already the property 
off  a certain family or person. Accordingly, the lamido has the right to send his noblemen56 to 
seee to the implementation of such decisions. 

Inn Oudda some neighbourhoods have a joint chief, while other neighbourhoods have their own Sometimes a 
neighbourhoodd chief is also a conglomerate-neighbourhood chief at the same time, like the chief of Banki. 
whosee chieftaincy is the oldest in the whole of Oudda and even older than the Guili lamidat 
Somee of a lamido's noblemen reside almost permanently at his side at the court during the daytime They 
havee specific jobs, like judging in minor offence cases, serving as assistants in other cases or they are just on 
handd to brighten up the ambiance 
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Itt is on the basis of such appointments that Oudda has a group of settled Fulbe on its terri-
tory.. The Fulbe neighbourhood 'Guild", headed by lawan Boubakary. is situated at the eastside 
off  Oudda centre (Bariki). adjacent to the big north-south flowing river (at least in the rainy sea-
son)) that forms more or less the boundary of the biggest pasture area in Oudda57. It was the 
fatherr of the current Jamido who decided to delineate four of such areas to make sure that cat-
tlee had their proper grazing space58. For most of the Bana these reserves have a legitimate sta-
tus.. Although some cultivators try to clear fields at the borders of the reserve, they do so at 
theirr own risk and complaints about cattle damage are not allowed. This is contrary to normal 
regionall  habits that place all responsibility for damage on the cattle owner. 

Inn addition, the status of the Boubakary Néné pasture is also confirmed by all sorts of 'mod-
ern**  authorities, such as the sub-prefect of the sub-department, the sub-departmental heads of 
thee agricultural and animal husbandry services, the sub-departmental police superintendent, 
etc.. However, it is still unclear who has the real power to ensure implementation. Even with-
inn the Oudda territory, farmers who invade pasture reserves may be warned by the lamido or 
onee of the modem officials, but punishment or actual removal does not occur. 

CulturalCultural insecurities 
Thee increase of new religions (Christianity and Islam) is causing the bonds provided by the 
traditionall  religion to disappear. The Lutheran church as well as Islam, for example, prohibit 
alcohol.. Social drinking gatherings, that existed before as part of the yearly cycle and were 
relatedd to ancestor worship, can only be attended by that section of the population that does 
nott adhere to the new religious rules. A kind of divide has therefore developed within the 
community.. On the other hand, the fact that beer drinking is now extended to market days 
insteadd of restricted to traditional religious occasions means that exchanges between the dif-
ferentt groups are possible. Although Catholics and followers of the traditional religion drink 
theirr beer together in one corner of the market, they wil l still go and speak to Muslims or 
Protestantss in another corner. 

Incomingg or visiting religious leaders, that try to mobilise feelings for their specific reli-
gion,, do not seem to incite hostile feelings or behaviour. Although it would be only natural to 
enhancee one's own religion by demonising another one, in the reality of Oudda this does not 
happen.. People are free to choose the religion (or sect) they want, to change and change back 
again,, to visit churches and attend mass or pray to Allah whenever or wherever they want. 
Withinn families, a number of members may adhere to different churches and beliefs without 
evenn so much as a dispute. Very occasionally a father and a son may have a conflict about reli-
gion,, but mostly this is based on another discord and both parties are soon able to separate the 
religiouss problem from the real inconvenience. 

Inn short, it seems as if social insecurities are no different from those in the past. The only dif-
ficultyficulty  that can become a real problem is the link with higher level institutions. 

577 This pasture reserve is called after the Fulbe lawan "Boubakary Néné" (see Figure 7.3). 
5tii The surface area corresponded to the number of cattle present at the moment of creation. The Fulbe leader of 

eachh neighbourhood with such a reserve received an official paper to confirm the existence of the pasture 
Threee of the four pasture areas are situated within the Oudda boundaries: one next to the neighbourhood 
Waza.. one in the direction of Modélé and the third and biggest east of neighbourhood Guiki. This one is 
calledd Boubakary Néné 
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7.33 Investments: going to Box 2 

Ass depicted in the "insecurity complex" in Chapter 3 (Methodology), when people experience 
insecuritiess in a mutually influencing complex of domains, they may search for strategies to 
overcomee these. In the "VoE"-diagram of Chapter 2 it is the step from Box 1 to Box 2 in which 
actorss perceive the different possibilities (Figure 7.1). To understand the step to Box 2 of the 
diagramm the diversity of options that lead to certain strategies and the choice for specific options 
havee to be explored. With a variety of capitals at hand (see Chapter 2) the Bana as well as the 
Fulbee invest in social relationships, economic goods, personal capabilities or environmental cir-
cumstancess to improve their future and that of their children. Sometimes people do not really 
investt in anything but just "muddle through*, perhaps merely hoping that their positions will 
improvee in the future. The investments are shaped by the combined effect of each of the four 
categoriess of the Actor-in-Context model as formulated by De Groot and Kamminga (1995: See 
Chapterr 2): feasibility of options, objectified motivations, interpretations and the autonomy 
towardss implementation per actor. I will describe the factors that influence these options and 
makee people chose "escape routes' (downward arrows from the central part of the scheme, see 
Figuree 7.1) or make them decide to take the step towards the invasion of a new niche. 

7.3.11 Environmental investments 
InvestmentsInvestments in the quality of land 
Inn order to improve the land quality and yields the Bana can use the same techniques and meth-
odss as the Kapsiki (see chapter 6) just north of them. Table 7.3.1 shows the different uses of 
fieldfield improvement techniques. The most important in Oudda is the use of fallow rotation. In 
thesee mountains, the cycle can be very long. Sometimes respondents indicate that they have 
usedd their fields for at least twenty years now, or that their father or uncles already used it 
beforee they were bom. Most actors respond that they use a field for 5 to 7 years and that the 
falloww period lasts twice as long. However, that all depends on the basic fertility of the loca-
tionn and the possibility of maintaining it with animal dung (the only option available in the past 
too improve fertility actively). Some areas have not been used for over 20 years, as can be seen 
byy the height of the trees. 

Inn Oudda. the use of chemical fertilisers is fraught with difficulties because they are not sold 
inn the village. Those farmers that have money to purchase fertilisers (19 % of respondents) 
dependd on the occasional arrival of a truck from some chemical company or other at the 
regionall  market in Guili. But. as is evident from their complaints, such fertilisers always arrive 
tooo late in the season when the effect on the field is far less than it could be. 

TableTable 7.3.1 Fertility improving methods (in % of respondents. Some actors use different methods at the 
samee time) 

Animall  House- Natural fert Chem. fert. nothing 
manuree holdwaste from elsewhere for sorghum 

Menn 82 80 22 5 2 20 6 
Womenn 43 37 5 2 0 19 41 

totall  125 66 16 4 2 19 184 

n n 

82 2 

43 3 

125 5 

Fallow w 

rotation n 

80 0 

37 7 

66 6 
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Althoughh 61 % of respondents have farm animals that produce manure. Table 7.3.1 shows that 
onlyy a small proportion of the respondents {16 %) use this natural fertiliser to improve the fields. 
Tablee 7.3.2 shows the connection between possession of ruminants and the use of their dung. 
Thee third part of this table shows •animals" as a variable to show a possible connection between, 
onn the one hand, the number of entities to be brought together to gather their dung and. on the 
otherr hand, the use of dung. Table 7.3.3 depicts the relationship between ownership of TLU and 
thee use of dung. The ownership of donkeys (35 people out of 125) does not change the numbers 
inn the third part of Table 7.3.2. Those people who have only donkeys and no other farm animals 
doo not use their dung to improve their fields. The majority of those who use the droppings of 
theirr animals belong to the richer people in the village who have a lot of animals (or a high 
TLU).. Gathering animal dung is most probably only worthwhile when people have a certain 
numberr of animals. Cattle can be guarded (in night corrals made out of thorny shrub branches) 
onn the fields that have to be fertilised, but the manure of small stock has to be gathered and 
broughtt to the field. The construction of a corral is too much effort for only a small number of 
cattle.. Of those that do not use the natural fertiliser they posses in the form of their animals' dung, 
onlyy seven have more than 10 animals. All these (except for two women) have access to a large 
areaa of land, but in three cases this land has to be shared with quite a number of family members 
(thee other two times only with two or three people). For all those with only a small number of 
animalss (43 people) land surface varies, just like the number of people to share it with. 

TableTable 7.3.2 

Men n 
Women n 

Men n 
Women n 

Men n 
Women n 

AnimalAnimal ownership and the use of the dung of those animals. Number of people (men or 
women)) who own animals and number thereof that use the dung. Total number of people 
usingg the dung of their own animals is 15 

11 - 3 canle 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

77 0 
88 0 

11 - 3 cattle 
ruminants s 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

100 4 
99 0 

11 - 3 animals 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

122 4 
99 0 

44 - 6 canle 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

44 0 
11 1 

44 - 6 canle 
ruminants s 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

144 0 
55 0 

44 - 6 animals 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

155 0 
66 1 

7 --

Owner--
ship p 

3 3 
0 0 

7 --

100 cattle 

Using g 
dung g 

3 3 
0 0 

100 canle 
ruminants s 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

77 1 
44 0 

7 - 100 animals 

Owner r 
ship p 

6 6 
4 4 

Using g 
dung g 

1 1 
0 0 

111 -99 canle 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

55 5a 

00 0 

111 - 99 canle 
ruminants s 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

111 7 
11 0 

111 - 99 animals 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

122 7 
22 0 

Moree than 100 
cattle e 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

22 2a 

00 0 

Moree than 100 
smalll rum 

Owner-- Using 
shipp dung 

00 0 
00 0 

Moree than 
1000 animals 

Owner-- Usuig 
shipp dung 

22 2 
00 0 

Onee owner with 25 cattle and the two owners with more than 100 cattle who use their animals" dung do not 
havee anv arable fields but improve their pasture area using manure (NB. They are not Bana. but Fulbe) 
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TableTable '3.3 Ownership of TIJ.' ami the use of animal Jung 

TLUU owned Number of owners Number of users of dung 

0.11 -0.6 
0.7-- 1.3 
11 4-2.0 
2.11 -2.7 
2 8 - 48 8 
4.9-9.9 9 
10-- 19.9 
20-29.9 9 
30-49.9 9 
50-90 0 

Inn short, the use of either chemical or natural fertilisers is not determined by the need of the 
fieldsfields itself, or the ownership situation of the actor with regard to the fields. Instead, it is lim-
itedd to the richer inhabitants of the village (in money or animals respectively) and especially 
too higher numbers of cattle. Poorer people just wait and let the soil weather to fertility in a nat-
urall  process. The only woman that uses animal dung possesses four cattle that she keeps near 
thee house. The rest of the women, with small numbers of cattle, have their cattle further away 
inn the herd of a brother or uncle. 

Off  course, household waste is only used on fields surrounding the compound, but the high-
err fertility and humidity because of organic matter content is taken advantage of by cultivat-
ingg maize which matures more quickly. Most inhabitants have fields around their house as well 
ass far into the bush. Fields in the bush means that the farmer has to walk distances of up to an 
hour.. Small numbers of sheep and goats are not herded so far away. 

Technologicall  equipment to improve the yield mostly consists of ploughs and animal-trac-
tionn weeding equipment. In the year 2000. 34 % of the inhabitants of Oudda owned a plough'". 
Thiss proportion increased rapidly as more people tried to buy draught animals and the accom-
panyingg tools. The long distance from the compound (and compound fields) to the bush fields 
iss a setback for the use of ploughs. Carrying a plough that far is a heavy job. even on a don-
key'ss back. 

Labourr input can be used in the cultivation season to increase the surface of the fields har-
vestedd and thus the harvest as such. Some farmers (men and women) hire extra labour to 
plough,, weed or harvest and pay the people a salary. However, mostly the work is carried out 
inn mutual working parties where good food and drinks are served (see also "social invest-
ments').. The majority of extra labour is used outside the rainy season. First, there are field 
ownerss who try to improve their land by building small stone ridges, just before the rains will 
start,, to combat water run-off. The majority of such dikes are in the vicinity of Bariki and only 
onn the steeper parts. Of all the respondents, only three mentioned the fact that they use this 
method'.. The second and most important labour demand in the off-season is for the preparing 
off  new fields. Because of the long fallow periods, this requires the cutting of big trees and 
densee bushes. As far as women are concerned, new fields mean the hiring of manpower and 

Substantiallyy more than in Dzambou (20%: see chapter 6). 
""  Only one of these had erected lines of stones on some fields that were not really steep 

28 8 
18 8 
9 9 
1 1 
7 7 
4 4 
4 4 
0 0 
1 1 

3 3 
1 1 
i i 
0 0 
0 0 
2 2 
3 3 
0 0 
1 1 
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theyy therefore need to save money beforehand. Sometimes their husbands and (grown-up) sons 
helpp with the cutting of big trees. 

Nevertheless,, the clearing of such dense forest is a job that people are glad to postpone. A 
periodd of decision-making can be prolonged by the sowing of beans in the less fertile soil. 
Beanss are less demanding, and what is more, as a leguminous plant that binds air nitrogen at 
itss roots, it even improves the soil in the meantime. In Oudda nobody cultivates beans in order 
too fertilise the soil. Many respondents are not even aware of this property of beans. 

QuantityQuantity of I and invest men ts 
Apartt from ameliorating the quality of land, a higher production can be achieved by cultivat-
ingg more fields. This can be done by borrowing, hiring or buying land. One generation ago 
theree were only two people that bought land, this generation the amount of buyers has 
increasedd and a lot more people indicate that they want to buy fields to counter a future lack 
thereoff  (see Table 7.3.4). Indeed. 43 % of respondents fear such a shortage of land in the 
future'1.. Some respondents refer to the land market in Oudda as the most important economic 
activityy at the moment. But land prices vary tremendously depending on location and fertility, 
ass well as on arbitrary factors that are not retraceable (seeming to be just what people ask or 
aree prepared to give)". There are also still people who want to borrow. 

Tabk'Tabk' ~.3.4 Number of respondents who bought, rented or borrowed fields or want to do so. (n = 125). 
Thee numbers "want to' do not represent those who already implemented the involved category 
(althoughh they want to continue) 

Boughtt Rented Borrowed Want to buy Want to rent Want to 
borrow w 

Menn 7 6 5 13 2 5 
Womenn 0 2 6 9 0 4a 

88 = one woman only wants to add to her fields by asking if she is chased from her actual Jiksa-field 

Thee clearing of old fallow referred to can also be seen as the extension of land quantity. After 

decadess of fallow rotation in the vicinity of the neighbourhoods. Oudda-ers suddenly decided 

too return to the age-old fields of their ancestors which are n ow secondary forest. As mentioned 

above,, the reason is the exhaustion of their other fields. 

Anotherr option is to leave the Oudda territory and search for land elsewhere. However, of 

thee small number of sons who have indeed left Oudda (6 % ). none did so to find more and bet-

terr land. The same applies to the previous generation. A handful of brothers of respondents (8 

%)) have left Oudda, but mostly to liv e with family in a neighbour ing vil lage or to try their luck 

inn a city such as Maroua or Yaoundé. 

''AA 49 °o of men and 33 °o of women; 9% of men and 7 % of women consider the number of fields sufficient 
(('':: The rental price of a field can vary between 2.500 and 15.000 Fcfa/ha or a proportion of the yield (from a 

smalll  bin with grains up to a whole bag) Purchase prices are between 100,000 and 200.000 Fcfa/ha (or. as 
thee respondents state: "per field"), while 20 years ago the same type of field cost 'only*  40,000 Fcfa (the Fcfa 
thenn was worth more than 2 times its current value), a goat or a large bonbon' (that is a man's dress). 
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7.3.22 Human domain investments 
HealthHealth investments 
Duringg the dry season, several neighbourhoods invest in the digging of new water wells. In 2001. 
forr example. Hlaka organised digging parties at two different locations. One of the reasons is the 
distancee to the wells dug in the past (situated in the older neighbourhoods). But. a more impor-
tantt factor is the dependency on natural pools or rivers that do not guarantee hygienic drinking 
waterr throughout the year. With the help of hydrologists from the PDRM6'. the inhabitants deter-
minee the best place for a well and make a schedule for all men to participate in digging to a depth 
thatt hand-digging cannot be employed anymore and machinery has to be used. This same insti-
tutee is approached every second year and is asked to disinfect contaminated wells with chlorine. 
Thee conglomerate neighbourhood lawan and his staff co-ordinate this kind of work to make sure 
thatt all wells are treated, albeit separately, so that a well is always at hand'"1. 

Nextt to that, several grown-ups try to inform their children as to how to use the wells prop-
erly.. They keep cords and buckets separately and do not let their children meddle with the 
waterr jar at home. In addition. Christians and Muslims pay attention to hygiene in relation to 
mealss (washing of hands before touching the meal) and their bodies. The new religions with-
inn Oudda have resulted in the introduction of the custom of tying up the flock within the com-
poundd during the night and not letting them roam the house and deposit their droppings 
everywhere.. This has increased hygiene levels, especially with regard to small children. 

AA health-related activity that is also organised at community level" is the vaccination of 
children.. Parents are highly motivated for this. When the news spreads that nurses are in the 
villagee centre to carry out such vaccinations, mothers and their young children start out on the 
journeyy from the outlying neighbourhoods to the vaccination post. 

Iff  they feel they are suffering from one illness or another, the Oudda inhabitants invest both 
inn visits to the traditional healers as well as in visits to the regional hospital in Guili. In some 
compoundss the income of one of the wives is almost totally dedicated to medicines and hos-
pitall  visits of family members, instead of letting people suffer and die. Time is also invested 
inn ill family members or friends. Husbands accompany their spouses to the hospital, some-
timess for days, even if this interferes with agricultural activities. Fathers and grandfathers as 
welll  as mothers do the same with their children. 

Forr eight years now. the Oudda-ers have been trying to set up a medicine store in the cen-
tree of the village to bridge the rainy season blockade to the Guili hospital. One of the inhabi-
tantss knows a littl e about modern medicines and is willin g to act as a pharmacist. However, 
thee lack of good contacts with higher level authorities appears to be a major hindrance. Official 
permissionn is required for such a store and although the village chiefs ask again and again both 
thee mayor and the sub-prefect have not granted anything up til l now6". 

EducationalEducational investments 
Mostt parents try to send their children to school. Both State administrative functions as well as 
tradee are mentioned as goals to be reached with a more 'open' mind as a result of education. 

'''' Projet ciu Developpemenf Riirale Mont Shmdara. see also chapter 6 
MM A well treated with chlorine has to be covered and left un-used for three days 
' '' Instigated by WHO initiatives 
w'' After the municipality elections of 2003 hopes declined because the new mayor is no longer a Bana. "Why 

shouldd a mavor from Tchevi do what a Bana has neglected"1", the inhabitants of Oudda ask 
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Thee village pays two "voluntary" schoolmasters. That is. in addition to one government-paid 
directorr of the primary school in Oudda Centre, two more classes are led by village-paid teach-
erss who do not always have a real teacher's education but have at least finished three years of 
secondaryy school. In the case of Oudda. one of them even finished his College of Education. 
Thee number of pupils in a classroom increases to over 100 so the parents complain about the 
lackk of education quality. All of them are very content with the new College of Education in the 
department'ss headquarter Mokolo. Today, women choose to use their income to pay for their 
children'ss school fees. In one case a young woman even spends her household earnings from 
beer,, fritters and chicken breeding on the education of her husband at the College of Education1'7. 

Thee village has already invested in education in the form of the parent teachers. There are 
otherss who want to send their children to school but do not have the possibility to do so. 
Sometimess the fee is too high, sometimes the husbands do not agree and sometimes the school 
iss too far away. Several of them are trying to overcome the problems through "lobbying work". 
Womenn try to persuade their husbands of the importance of such an investment, and sometimes 
evenn offer to pay for the education of their children themselves (sometimes even then husbands 
havee to be persuaded). People in outlying neighbourhoods have started discussions about the 
settingg up of a school in their neighbourhood. Some are trying to get the school to accept a 
lowerr fee for those who are very poor, but the parent teachers are already complaining about 
theirr low wages. In December 2000. they even organised a kind of strike for several days to 
makee their stance68. 

Tablee 7.3.5 shows that 22 % of the male respondents (n = 82) received some sort of 'western' 
educationn and only 9 % of the women (n = 43). All the people who themselves attended school 
pluss some of the non-educated people wantt their children to attend69. Some of them have indeed 
sentt their children to school, but in other instances this is not yet possible because the children 
aree not old enough. Surprisingly, those who sent their children to school are seldom the same 
peoplee ™ who said that they consider a school education to be an important asset for future jobs. 

Tablee 7 3 3 5 School attendance (number of people that visited school or sent (want to send) his/her chil 
drenn to school) 

Primary y 
school l 

Secondary y 
school l 

Tertiary y 
school l 

Koran n 
school3 3 

Nott available 
then" " 

Want t 
too send 

Forr future 
jobs s 

Menn self 

Womenn self 

Men:: kids 

Women:: kids 

12 2 

4 4 

16 6 

9 9 

6 6 

0 0 

4 4 

0 0 

__ _ 

0 0 

0 0 

1 1 

0 0 

4 4 

0 0 
2 2 

0 0 

6 6 

0 0 

3 3 

n.a. . 

. . 

n.a. . 

n.a a 

43 3 

25 5 

... . 

6 6 

0 0 

25 5 

9 9 

... . 

Thiss strategy of sharing and mutual investment between husband and wife is very exceptional 
Afterr a couple of days, they decided to go back to work, because only the children suffered from their action; 
parentss would not (and could not) pay more, and in this period of the year the teaching did not interfere with 
otherr obligations or possibilities 
Itt is not possible to simply add up the numbers of the men and the women who sent their children to school 
too arrive at a total number of children attending because these are sometimes the same children (some of the 
interviewedd women are married to the men interviewed, but this was not always the case). 
Onlyy four of the twenty men that sent their children to school mention the importance thereof for a job. and 
fourr of the nine women. 
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7.3.33 Economic investments 
InvestmentsInvestments in cash crops 
Groundnutss and beans are typical cash crops, although a small quantity is used in the sauce. 
Bothh men and women cultivate these two crops. It is not surprising that the inhabitants want 
thee price of groundnuts to be high and that of sorghum to be low. The real price that farmers 
gett depends on the supply and that itself depends on the rains as well as on the cycle of pro-
ductionn that seems to exist. This cycle means that during the year in which the price of ground-
nutss is high, people decide to grow groundnuts for the next season, as a result of which the 
supplyy is abundant and the price goes down and vice versa. 

Womenn can sell their surpluses like the men do at the regional market in Guili or use them 
too make local beer or fritters to sell at the local markets or in the neighbourhood centres and 
houses7'.. The women use Bambara groundnuts (Vigna subterranea) as wel! as 'souchet' 
(Cypents(Cypents esculent us) as an added source of income72. Bambara groundnuts bring in approxi-
matelyy 500 Fcfa per kg. With a mean production per household of 150 kg (see Table 7.2.9). a 
personn can earn 25.000 Fcfa per year. 

Somee fanners earn extras from the cultivation of sugar cane, sweet potatoes and manioc in 
gardenss surrounded by thorny bush fences. This can mean an extra income of 12.000 to 
400.0000 Fcfa depending on climatic circumstances and the size of the cultivated area". The 
peoplee who have access to low lying fields try to cultivate rice when the rains are good. 
However,, the harvest is generally not sold but added to consumption sorghum and used in the 
Ramadann flour-drink that is consumed first thing after sundown. 

InvestmentsInvestments in farm-animals 
Ass is the habit in the whole of Sub-Saharan Africa, animals are used as a bank deposit. A sur-
pluss of money is invested in sheep, goats and. when possible, in cattle. There are not many 
peoplee in Oudda who deliberately breed animals to earn additional income, except the Fulbe. 
Butt these complain about a lack of pasture. Because of that, they have to sell more animals 
thann they would have done otherwise. Also because of there being too many cattle (the Bana 
keepp more cattle now than in the past, the Fulbe say) and thus more frequent outbreaks of dis-
ease,, their herds are diminishing, they say. It is nevertheless still their way of lif e and the only 
investmentt route they know. 

Becausee of the proximity of Nigeria, cattle trading is a profitable activity. Nigerian merchants 
visitt cattle owners at home, during the evenings, because they want to smuggle the herd over the 
borderr and therefore offer good prices. At the same time, this avoids payment of official taxes on 
cattlee transactions. The official route via the Guili market is only followed for slaughter animals. 
Thesee fetch higher prices: up to 120,000 Fcfa for a healthy looking, young bull. 

711 Most women are saving (in yield or in animals) to pay their sons" bnde price or their daughters" hope chest. 
Womenn do not have land of their own, but use that of their husband. Thus, in the event of divorce they 
dependd on their sons or fathers for cultivating or even for having a place to live Thus, they usually remarry 
quickly y 

**  Souvhei is a very labour intensive product, especially dunng the harvest, and requires high soil fertilitv 
Mostlyy producers add fertiliser to the field. As a result, field owners are very willin g to lend out a field for 
soucheisouchei production for one year 

711 Several people who earn between 20.000 and 100.000 Fcfa (= 30 to 150 Euro) from sugar cane and manioc. 
calll  the surface area used "a small field". 
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Despitee the losses of chickens due to contagious diseases, every year people try to start 
breedingg them again. Agricultural extension workers put a lot of effort into persuading the 
ownerss - and enough owners at the same time - to vaccinate their birds. People also keep ducks 
andd these may be used to add to the household protein supply or to generate income via sales 
att home or at the markets. 

Thee village has no real small ruminant market. On the other hand, someone in trouble will 
selll  his animals (10 % of respondents indicate that they will use their flock for such calami-
ties)) and people who have earned money do buy goats or sheep. In 2001, 57 of the 125 respon-
dentss possessed small ruminants, mostly goats (with a range of 1 - 36). Almost all transactions 
takee place at household level. Only a very small number of small ruminants are traded at the 
Guilii  market. Even the week before the 'sheep festival" of the Muslim community, a time that 
sheepp prices in the rest of the Far North have increased sharply, the number of small ruminants 
theree only increases marginally74. 

Onee of the main by-products of cattle is their milk. In Bana society, however, this is not a 
reall  economic commodity. Cow owners, mostly the male household heads, decide on what 
happenss to the milk and usually they give it to the children. During the dry season they allow 
onlyy the calves to drink it. If the herd is not in the neighbourhood of the cattle owner's house, 
thee actual herder can use the milk for his household. Kapsiki cattle produce less milk than 
Zebu,, but as regards the latter Dietz et a\ (2001: 197) mention an average yearly production of 
4000 litres for human consumption. To fulfi l the calorific requirement, an adult has to drink 
11400 litre per year. This means that a Bana household can meet its energy needs with 17 zebu 
cowss or 28 cattle as is the case with twenty Bana households and ten Fulbe households in 
Oudda7\ \ 

InvestmentsInvestments in non-agricultural options 
Off-far mm investments 
Thee villagers search for possibilities to minimise the dependence of their children to land. As 
statedd in section 3.2. "Human domain investments*, education is a much favoured (although 
nott widely practised) option for acquiring off-farm jobs. This approach was not very success-
full  for the current generation, however. After the economic crisis at the end of the 1980s the 
possibilitiess for becoming a (well-paid) civil servant diminished tremendously. This does not 
stopp today's parents from hoping for such a job for their offspring. Half of the interviewees 
(menn and women) even wanted their daughters to be highly educated (university education 
wass even mentioned a couple of times). Everybody knows of a success story of a family mem-
berr or neighbour literally swimming in luxuries in town. On the other hand, youngsters with 
att least secondary school education have the experience that they had to return to the village 
andd start cultivating again due to a lack of State appointments. However, even (or especially) 
theyy want their children to be educated. "This time of hardship cannot last long" and "The gov-
ernmentt knows that they have to come up with more paid jobs to enhance the development of 
Cameroon",, are variations of hopeful phrases heard every day. 

744 At this same market, just after Chnstmas, the price of a healthy looking, full grown, male sheep is 20.000 
Fcfa a 
Somee of those 20 households possess Kapsiki cattle, but then in higher numbers, so the required milk pro-
ductionn is still reached. 
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Whenn trade is mentioned as an opportunity to earn money, it is not the small supplementary 
commercee with minor products such as a bit of sugar, soap or salt, mostly smuggled from 
Nigeriaa that people have in mind, but the real traffic, like that of the big salesmen that visit the 
markett in Guili. or even Garoua or like the village chief of Oudda. Ardou Hamadou. who trav-
elss back and forth to Maroua with his 'pagnes' (cloth) on his bicycle. Nevertheless, the small-
scalee trans-border trade can become a stepping stone to something bigger and can offer a plat-
formm for some of the young men to start investing. 

Thee Bana are not a very outward moving ethnicity. Although several young men have 
attendedd high school outside their own village, most of them return {especially when they 
reachh marrying age or when their fathers become widowers and need looking after) and they 
doo not then leave again. Only a very small number of them are daring enough to become 
involvedd in migration labour in Nigeria where the harvest of white sorghum takes place slight-
lyy later than in Oudda. or in the region around Maroua where the harvest of transplanted 
sorghumm demands some extra labour force at the end of January. 

Somee of the young men try their luck in cities, such as Garoua. where they perform small 
trade,, hire themselves out to rich inhabitants as guards, or become street bandits (this was men-
tionedd by two respondents with regard to sons of neighbours or other villagers). However, 
mostt of them return home without any benefit from their investments. 

On-farmm investments 
Somee individuals stick to more traditional occupations. Naikwa. a 40 year old farmer with 5 
sons,, braids grass mats (for the market) and granaries (on demand) and teaches his skill to his 
childrenn to avoid problems which may arise due to a lack of fields. "At the moment I could 
livee from those grass products alone". A granary costs him four days work including the cut-
tingg of the grass and earns him 6 to 8.000 Fcfa. A mat is less work (half a day) and generates 
upp to 1.500 Fcfa7". 

Traditionally,, women earn money from processed agricultural products. They make 'bilbil' 
andd 'wine' out of sorghum and fritters from bean flour, groundnut paste or a mixture of these 
withh sorghum flour77. Al l these products are sold at local markets78 in the village or in Guili 

"'' Normally the price of a bag of sorghum (100 kg) starts at 5 - 6,000 Fcfa at the moment of harvest, 
increasingg from 8 or 9,000 Fcfa in December to 14,000 Fcfa in the rainy season when there is increasing 
scarcity.. At the Guili market, a bag of groundnuts fetched 16,000 Fcfa in December 2000 compared to 
30,0000 Fcfa the year before All depends on the results of the last harvest: for example the bad rains of the 
endd of the rainy season in 2000 caused the price of sorghum to nse to 12,000 Fcfa in December and as 
highh as 22,000 Fcfa in the beginning of July 2001 The low groundnut price in December was due to a 
goodd harvest and the fact that many fanners had grown more fields with this product than in other years, 
becausee of the extremely good pnce acquired in 1999. By way of a comparison, in Guili a good quality 
pagnepagne (a piece of cloth to make one whole dress) costs 6 - 9.000 Fcfa (Dec. 2000). Because of the coinci-
dencee of Christmas and the end of the Ramadan, which both lead to greater demand, this pnce was higher 
thann usual 
Thee home-made dough is taken to the market and the fritters are baked at the spot in groundnut oil. 

ss Baliwo! II and Bariki have their own weekly markets (on Wednesday and Sunday respectively), but at the 
junctionn in Baliwol 1, where the motorbikes and sometimes vans stop for their clients, there is a kind of 
veryy small, roadside day market for sugar cane, fritters etc, next to a small shop with soap, sugar and even 
coca-cola. . 
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town"0.. The benefits are not only used for sons' bride-price and daughters' hope chests8' but. as 
hass been stated above, for school fees as well (if the fathers consent). 

7.3.44 Social investments 
Ass mentioned in Chapter 3. to measure the total social capital and investments therein 
demandss more research time than could be spent during this study. Therefore. I wil l only pro-
videe some indicators and examples of social bonds and linkages as well as the rules and norms 
springingg from them that are present or 'under construction' in Oudda. 

InvestmentsInvestments in family and friends 
Investmentt in family networks is a natural course of action in Bana society. Although there are 
somee young men who escape the social pressure of their fathers and uncles, this is met with 
surprisee and disapproval by the rest of the community. Most of the time fathers and mothers 
helpp their sons with bride prices, and their daughters with their hope chests. Children are 
respectfull  and help their parents when they are still at home. When married, sons are going to 
livv e in the house or at least the neighbourhood of their father. New wives take turns to prepare 
householdd meals. In a way. you can say that young couples look after parents, especially when 
thesee reach old age. If they live next door, they share a lot of small meals and small labour 
tasks.. The post-harvest work of groundnut peeling is done in companionship of others, most-
lyy neighbours, and thus (also) family. Ev erybody present helps all the others present. Parents-
in-laww are not forgotten either and mutual visits are paid and small gifts exchanged. When old. 
bothh widower fathers and mothers without husbands can live with their married sons. On the 
onee hand it is a kind of pay-back of the care and help given when the children were young. On 
thee other hand, this custom makes people expect that their effort in looking after their parents 
wil ll  be made up for by their children when it is their turn. 

Somee fathers try to make a real profit out of their daughters by 'selling them off" to the high-
estt bidder. Occasionally, they even take them back from one husband because another offered 
more.. But this is an exception and even though daughters are unable to stop that, such fathers 
weakenn the bonds with their offspring and sons-in-law. They apparently choose a more cash-
basedd security. 

Helpp in agricultural activities is also mostly organised via kinship ties. So-called working 
partiess are held with friends and co-wives, but the core of such groups consists of family mem-
bers,, like sisters, nieces, aunts, etc. for women, and brothers, nephews and uncles for men. Of 
coursee helping somebody means you can expect him (or her) to help you later on. These par-
tiess are a happy event, with good food, drinks (traditional beer) and lots of laughter. 

Forr younger men. the school is also an ideal place to form a group. Especially those that 
visitedd secondary school together stay friends forever. Being away from home and spending 
yearss caring for each other in a strange environment resembles the old initiation rites that 

7""  The big market in Guili, every Saturday, attracts peopie who want to buy and sell their products (groundnuts, 
beans,, sorghum, clothes, 'pagnes' (the cloth to make women's wear), meat, sorghum beer, etc.). They come 
fromm the surrounding villages as well as from further away. Those from further away are bigger traders who 
buyy the agricultural products from the region or try to sell luxury goods such as radios and watches Even 
Nigerianss join in the sales, but they are taken away by the police if discovered 

8""  In Bana culture a man has to pay a dowry to the father of his bride If possible, his parents try to help him 
withh that. On the other hand, when a daughter marries, she needs household utensils, like pans, saucers, 
mugss Female relatives, especially the mother, have the duty to give her such useful gifts. 
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formedd the same age groups81. Back in the village, they invest in the continuing of these rela-
tionship:».. They still look each other up in order to drink a beer and play a game of "ne t 'en f ais 
pas"pas" under the gathering tree in the neighbourhood centre. In these 'old boys networks' they 
cann find assistance during harvest "parties*  and in hard times. When one of the younger, more 
educatedd men was successful in trading, he was accused of treachery. The case was submitted 
too the lamido during one of my stays in the village. January 2003. His former school friends 
helpedd him out. proving he was not a treacherous person at all. 

hachh neighbourhood forms a group that provides direct help when needed. Elder people 
withoutt the strength to labour are given meals and other material help, as well as assistance 
withh roofs, etc. When children become orphans it is not necessarily the family that takes them 
in.. Sometimes neighbours look after them. Moreover, when older boys develop some problems 
withh their parents at home (mostly based on puberty issues) neighbours can decide to give 
themm a place in their compound (for the time being). Al l these investments in mutual aid 
strengthenn the social fabric of the village and secure the inhabitants of help in times of need. 
Indeed,, the moment a fire destroyed a hut and the sorghum stock of one of the inhabitants in 
thee beginning of the year 2001. all neighbours came to rescue what could be rescued and to 
helpp build a new stock and a new hut. When 1 asked why they did that, the answer was that 
"youu can have a disaster yourself and nobody wil l help you when you do not help others". 

Too measure social bonds and who invests in which bonds at all. the pattern of hiring and 
lendingg draught animals can help. This pattern is depicted in Table 7.3.6. 

TableTable 7.3.6 Source of plough and draught animals used {in numbers of respondents; n = 125; 82 men and 
433 women) 

ough h 

taughtt animal 

Men n 
Women n 
Men n 
Women n 

Own n 

39 9 

4 4 
39c c 

4d.< < 

Borrowed d 
off  father 

7 7 

0 0 
7 7 
0 0 

Borrowed d 
off  husband 

0 0 
26 6 
0 0 

26 6 

Borrowed d 
off  another 

12a a 

3b b 

12 2 
3f f 

Hired d 

6 6 
2 2 

6 6 

22s s 

Noo plough 
(hand) ) 

10 0 

4 4 
n.a. . 
n.a. . 

No o 
information n 

9 9 

4 4 
9 9 

4 4 

aa = 2 times from a brother; 4 times from a boss (e.g. the owner of the grain-mill where the respondent is the 
employee);; 1 time from the field-owner; 5 times help in exchange 

bb = 2 times from son 
'' = 2 times an exchange: the one owns the donkeys or cattle, the other the plough 
dd = 2 times cattle; 2 times donkeys 
'' = 2 times only one animal in ownership, the other from husband 
'' = 2 times donkeys, 1 time an oxen and a horse 
gg = 1 time donkeys, the other time donkeys or cattle 
hh = in total 57 times donkeys and 41 times cattle were used 

Thee majority of farmers use their own plough and draught animals or that of their husband. For 
men.. borrowing (half of the times from family members, half from others) happens three times 
ass much as hiring. If we do not count the borrowing from husbands, hiring or borrowing by 

Sll The custom of initiation is slowly disappearing Men older then 50 still count their age in years after the initi-
ationn and have some ties with their age group members. The younger the men. the less they have been sub-
jectt to initiation rites 
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womenn occurs just as often. People who hire do not generally have family members or friends 
withh enough ploughs and draught animals to be used by more people. In general we can con-
cludee that most of the Bana are rich enough to possess ploughs and animals for labour and that 
commoditisationn of these is not (yet) widespread. In addition, those without such equipment 
cann easily borrow it. either from family or from other villagers5*-, but that depends on the social 
circlee one belongs to. Investing in kinship or friendship ties helps to acquire access to such cul-
tivationn equipment. Lending out a plough, on the other hand, means investing in those ties and 
thereforee in future access to help. 

Weddingss and burials are important moments to strengthen kinship and friendship ties. Each 
deathh has to be commemorated with days of mourning at the house of the closest kin. Both 
friendss and family, from near and far. visit the compound and bring bilbil or food, consume 
drinkss and meals and exchange warm feelings and information. At weddings as well, visitors 
havee to be accommodated, food is shared and a kind of party with music and dance is held8\ 

Politica!Politica! investments 
Thee socio-political organisation of Oudda rests on different levels of authorities. At the lowest 
levell  each neighbourhood has its own chief who has a role in conflict mediation84 and in the 
bringingg together of men to discuss village issues and attempts to implement the required meas-
ures.. He performs these duties with the help of a special counsellor and other neighbourhood 
elderss who inform him about ongoing processes and important circumstances. For example, in 
thee Hlaka neighbourhood, inhabitants decided to dig two more wells in the dry season of 2001. 
Theyy came together in the house and at the request of the neighbourhood chief. There they 
organisedd a digging scheme (each in turn) and the chief saw to involvement of the extension 
organisationn that can measure the water depth and can offer building materials later on. A neigh-
bourhoodd chief is democratically elected (although mostly he comes from the chief's lineage) 
andd he has to provide his fellow villagers material and immaterial goods. The position gives him 
aa considerable status in the village as well as in the wider region. To make up for the time spent 
att the gatherings and on arbitration, chiefs have several privileges, such as first choice when an 
animall  is slaughtered, free beer on certain occasions, etc.. Moreover, outside the village they 
encounterr fewer problems with police officers checking their identity papers or the origin of 
(smuggled?)) merchandise. In the past, village and neighbourhood chiefs could depend on their 
subjectss being available for free for a certain number of days to work in their fields (or to help 
withh the clearing of new fields) but that tradition "has disappeared with the democratisation of 
Cameroon",, as the brother of the neighbourhood chief of Bariki told me. The presence of a 
neighbourhoodd chief makes the position of the neighbourhood stronger vis-a-vis other neigh-
bourhoodss and. especially, higher authorities. He is the official representative. Some neigh-
bourhoodss did not have a chief during a certain period and they felt their position weakening. 
Quarrelss were not solv ed and disputes with inhabitants of other neighbourhoods were judged in 
thee favour of those who did have a chief. So. both for the internal organisation of the neigh-

s__ Most of those who work by hand (without a plough) are old or sick and do not want to cultivate more 
B'' This is not repeated each time a women remames. Only the first time is a reason for a real party. Moreover. 

dancee is not a custom in the Islamic religion, although some Bana Muslims mingle their new habits with the 
oldd ones and do celebrate their wedding in a more traditional way. 

S44 Gains per case rarely exceed 500 Fcfa 
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bourhoodd as well as for the position of the neighbourhood in a wider context, villagers are will -
ingg to invest in small presents and sen ices to their 'Anio' to make him stick to his role. 

Thiss same organisation and position is also present one step higher, at the level of a con-
glomeratee of certain neighbourhoods. Mostly these chiefs have inherited their position from 
theirr fathers who governed the same territory in a time that it was only one neighbourhood. 
Theyy already fulfilled this job when Guili did not have its regional headquarter function and 
when,, therefore, no lamido resided there. These chiefs are counted on to know the important 
issuess (for example of the history) of the village and as such can represent the interests of the 
villagee even better than the lowest level chiefs. When the lamido in Guili wants to know some-
thingg about the village or wants to consult his subjects of Oudda. he invites the higher level 
chiefs.. These are free to bring along their advisors, some of which certainly wil l be the neigh-
bourhoodd chiefs. 

Partyy politics in the sense of influencing people's election preferences is no issue in Oudda. 
Peoplee do not feel attached to a specific ethnically based party that could better represent their 
interestss at the State government or provincial level. Even a 'Mandara mountain-based" politi-
call  party does not exist. The Bana are such a small group, it is better to be seen and to behave 
ass a Cameroonian. They do not trust official State authorities, but they consider the RDPC is as 
goodd as any other party and perhaps even better because "Biya is in power so long now. he need 
nott enrich himself any further. With a new president you risk predatory behaviour", as several 
menn in Oudda assure me. In addition, they are grateful to Biya because "he abolished intra- and 
inter-groupp violence". "When I was young I could not go from here to Guili. because of the risk 
off  being taken as a slave by a neighbouring tribe", several older villagers explain to me85. 

Butt that was in the past. Nowadays "i t is not possible to understand what those "Yaoundé" 
peoplee are doing" and "they have forgotten that we exist". Even the mayor of the municipali-
tyy to which Oudda belongs is far away. Until 2002 he was a Bana but. like the sub-prefect of 
Bourah.. he never visited the Oudda area. During the 2002 municipal elections, a RDPC mem-
berr from Tchevi (a village south of Bourah) was elected mayor and. as a result. Oudda inhab-
itantss are even further removed from the authorities. 

Oncee again, an investment in the relations with the village and regional chiefs is more 
important.. As far as is necessary. Oudda is ruled by the neighbourhood chiefs and the lamido 
inn Guili. It is to this latter person that the Oudda-ers pay their taxes86 and to him they pay hom-
agee on, for example. Christmas day (although for him as a Muslim this is not a very important 
religiouss occasion). They expect him to stand up for their rights in cases concerning higher lev-
els.. With that in mind they are willin g to let him decide what is good for the development of 
theirr village, if they consider such a task to be beyond their own reach. Also, it is to him and 
hiss noblemen that they can turn in cases and conflicts in which the local chiefs are powerless. 

Nevertheless,, some people are active in politics. Some are members of the RDPC women's 
groupp that promotes women's consciousness regarding their rights, birth control and other rel-
evantt issues. Others sit on the Oudda RDPC board or are just party members. Within the party 
theyy try to influence local governance but do not go beyond the discussion stage. They do not 
dreamm of putting pressure on anybody. They say that their political activities earn them no 

HH'' Interviews December 2000 - January 2001 
s""  Collected by the neighbourhood chiefs. In the past the lamido did not offer any money to compensate for the 

work,, but in 2001 he promised to pay the chief 2-3.000 Fcfa when he bnngs in the taxes. 
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moree than a dress (with the RDPC signs or the portrait of Biya on it). However, their involve-
mentt does provide them with an extra group to fall back on in times of need and sometimes 
(althoughh very rarely) it gives them access to higher level decision-making institutions and 
people.. Yet. it has to be stressed, that this is not the reason for doing this work. It is more or 
lesss the other way round. If a certain family is involved in the RDPC. you have to be involved 
inn politics in order to become or stay a full and valued member of that family. 

Conflictt  mediation 
Inn Bana society the village chief also used to serve as arbiter in the event of disagreements. 
Thesee could be arguments about field boundaries, crop damage by animals, fights between 
youngsterss or (co-)spouses. discords over bride price and the paying thereof, etc. Here again 
thee region chief, the lamido (or his court) has to help when the lower authorities cannot solve 
thee dispute. Nowadays, the State has installed agricultural and animal husbandry line officers 
andd an official commission to deal with quarrels about land and crop damage (see chapter 4). 
Thee first step then, is to inform the agricultural line officer, who visits the field and estimates 
thee damage (or the boundaries). This will then be converted into an amount of money that the 
cattlee owner has to pay or into an order to a perpetrating farmer to withdraw from a field. 
Discordss over this decision are brought before the commission, of which the sub-prefect is the 
president87.. In Oudda. a village-based representative of the agricultural line officer and a dis-
trictt based (in Guili) representative of the animal husbandry line officer have to be addressed. 

Inhabitantss of Oudda choose their own strategy to respond to crop damage or other conflict 
causes.. Some of them (and most of them most of thee time) only address the perpetrator and do 
nott contact any authorities at all. They tend to think that the amount of money and gifts that 
havee to be paid are not proportional to the chances of winning a case. This is even more so. they 
think,, because the perpetrator of the crop damage can always give cattle and that is worth more 
thann anything a cultivator can give. Others use the traditional hierarchy of neighbourhood chief, 
conglomeratee chief and regional chief, but never seek access to the administrative lines, let 
alonee the official judiciary system. Still others only complain to the Mayor (although he is far 
awayy in Bourah) and bring the captured livestock along as evidence. This strategy means they 
aree sure of not getting any reimbursement themselves, but it does at least guarantee that the 
ownerr of the animals has to pay for the involvement of this public servant and the costs of keep-
ingg the 'imprisoned' animals overnight. This, according to actors with this strategy, makes peo-
plee look after their flock more carefully and therefore prevents future damage. 

Inn the event of discords between farmers and Fulbe (or other cattle keepers) within one vil-
lage,, apart from village chiefs, the lamido can always act as mediator because both parties 
acknowledgee his authority. Most of the time he sends one or two of his noblemen to assess the 
situationn in the field and to decide what has to be done. When the people involved do not agree 
withh the noblemen's decision, they can appeal to the lamido personally. In a kind of court ses-
sionn (lawsuit), all the parties are heard, wise men can add information and the lamido decides 
whoo is to blame and what has to be paid (both to himself and to the winner of the adjudica-

ss Other members are the same line officers, the commander of the regional police corps, the regional chief (the 
lamiiiu)lamiiiu) and. where necessary, the line officer of forest affairs. 

sss Interviews with Oudda-Banki and Waliwol Kordraweshi inhabitants (see figure 7.3) during field observations 
off  the Boubakary Nene pasture borders in January 2001 (see also note 63 in Chapter 8). 
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tion).. The possibility of involvement of the lamido's noblemen means it is important to invest 
inn good relationships with thobc men and their families, " lh e lamido always believes his 
noblemen,, but they can give a report to their chief that does not match the truth. For example 
whenn you have quarrelled with family members of a nobleman, who live in Oudda. next time 
whenn you need an objective statement about the borders of your field, this nobleman wil l give 
ann account that favours the person that wants your field."ss 

Forr people vulnerable to village jealousy or over-zealous policemen, it is wise to invest in 
aa good relationship with the lamido himself. Young men who try to set up (trans-border) trad-
ingg need the lamido's support in the event that they fall foul of the authorities (or co-villagers) 
andd wil l visit the lamido's court now and again to pay him their respects and give him (small) 
presents. . 

CulturalCultural investments 
Thee rise of 'new" religions has led to group formation along those lines. The Catholic Church 
helpss its promising members with educational opportunities. This attracts youngsters to 
becomee active within the church, binding them not only with co-believers in Oudda. but also 
withh Catholics in Guili. where the church has its centre and where mass is held. In the 
Protestantt churches (two types of Lutheran Brothers) also activities for the young ones organ-
isedd by the adolescents - like a choir, Christmas celebrations with theatre and bible knowledge 
quizzes,, etc. - strengthen group bonds. Once you have become a member of a church you 
remainn a member of that group long after you have stopped practising Christianity actively. 
Catholicc men who marry a second or third wife may be barred from communion, but they con-
tinuee to be member of the Catholic group. 

Thee Islamic community functions at two levels. Men pray together in places delineated as 
'mosques'' and discuss religious and social issues directly afterwards. Bana Muslims form a 
groupp that provides a bit of mutual help in the event of problems. Despite their praying togeth-
err and the performing of the other Islamic duties, they do feel more or less isolated from the 
Fulbee Muslims of their village because these "despise us. black men"80. A sign of the differ-
encee between the two groups, for instance, was that in 2000 the end of the Ramadan was cel-
ebratedd one day later by the Fulbe than the Bana. For women, being Muslim does not help 
themm become members of a special group. Women pray alone in a comer of the house. Fulbe 
womenn form a kind of group, but this is more ethnically related than based on religion. As is 
thee case with the Bana women, their social network mostly consists of family and friends. As 
farr as Fulbe are concerned, these family members and friends sometimes live far away in 
Garoua,, Ngaoundéré or Nigeria. 

Musicc is an important part of Bana culture. Both within all different religious meetings as 
welll  as in common free moments (in the evenings, or when visiting markets as a place of social 
contacts),, "professional" musicians or youngsters who are still learning to play the drums, vio-
linn or guitar, grace the gatherings and attract listeners. This again helps to form and maintain 
sociall  bonds within and between groups. In the Christian churches, for example, music and 

888 Interviews with Oudda-Bariki and Waliwol Kordraweshi inhabitants (see figure 7 3) dunng field observations 
off  the Boubakary Nene pasture borders in January 2001 (see also note 63 in Chapter 8) 

K""  This sounds dramatic, but in daily life this does not lead to major frustrations or the rejection by the Fulbe of 
theirr religious brothers 
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singingg is a lively way to connect people and to attract young members. Each of the two 
Lutherann brothers" groups of Oudda has its adolescent choir, led by a slightly older boy. They 
practisee every Saturday evening and sing during services. Even young girls and boys from 
non-Christiann parents want to join these "age groups". Moreover, a young player (son or 
nepheww of the household head, or a neighbour's son) will soon be accompanied by others 
aroundd the compound-hearth (even in Muslim families) who build friendship ties between 
themm and with the host family. 

Inn short, in the social domain investments are generally unchanged from what they used to be 
inn the past. The Bana have a strong social fabric that can help them through difficult times. It 
seemss as if some modern factors only add to that fabric. Investments with a view to maintain-
ingg these social bonds cost time (mostly experienced as 'good* time) and the sharing of mate-
riall  things. Individuals invest in special capabilities that can serve their community, like lead-
ingg a choir, playing a musical instrument, or learning more about modern agricultural methods 
too inform fellow farmers. 

TableTable ~.3.~ Summary of current level, insecurities and investments in the domains of the 'insecurity com 

plexplex',', based on 'capitals'*' of the village in total (- = bad; o = moderate, -*- = good; in the 
investmentt column: - ^ no investment, o = a bit investment; * = a lot of investments) 

Averagee Situation Security Invest- Investments details 

levell  of of worst (= ex- ments 

villagee off third pected level 
off  pop. in future) 

Physicall  basis o 
Population.densityy + 
Landd availability + 

Cornmod.. of land 

Foodd production versus needs 

Healthh o 

Education n 

Cashh crops o 

Livestock k 

Non-agncuhurall  possibilities 

Socio-culturall  o to * 

Political l 

Landd allocation 

Conflictt resolution -o 

oo n.a. 

o+ + 

++ o 

oo o 

oo o 

oo o 

o o 

oo to * o to ^ 

o o 

-oo -o 

n.a a 
Noo real family planning 
Variouss qualitative methods by small 
numberr of people; invasion of Jiksa-
Kubadje e 
Rising:: more safe guarding by 
owners;; inhabitants expect increase 
Cropp diversification; ploughs; etc More 
discrepancy y 
Rising,, esp. when local dispensary 
arrives s 
Rising,, already more than in Dzambou 
'Everybody'' a bit; no sales development 
Everybodyy tries, not really successful 
Fulbee inhabitants 
Loww scale; low technology; no real 
labourr migration 
Somee increase of new systems 
(religions) ) 
Almostt no linking with higher-up 
Fearr of loss Jiksa via national 
governmentt decisions 
Nott with other adm entities 

withinn the village 

Seee Chapter 2 
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Inn short, the hulk of insecurities does not concern the natural domain of the village, but rather 
thee other three domains. 1 he environment has a moderately safe status and population pres-
suree is not very high. However, as regards the worst off third of the population, they suffer 
fromm a lack of land availability and a resultingg shortage of food production. In addition, specif-
icallyy investments in the natural domain are difficult , thus, future environmental insecurities 
mayy be feared. 

7.44 Intrusion of other niche: Box 2 

Afterr descending from the hill topsgl the Bana built their compounds first on the lower slopes 
andd then moved further into the plains each time and finally some of them into the far bush. 
Oncee the general level of safety had increased, the grandfathers and great grandfathers of cur-
rentt inhabitants wanted to live in the middle of their fields to protect their crops against invad-
ingg wild animals (monkeys, antelopes, ward hocks etc.). At the same time they did not want to 
livee totally alone, with only their small family, so in remote areas they settled in small groups. 
Onee of those groups consisted of the clearers of the more hilly Jiksa region and they started to 
buildd houses there somewhere during the 1930s. 

Accordingg to the Bana of Oudda, the Jiksa region lies at the same place as the (current) 
"Kubadje""  neighbourhood of Kila, but with a wider north-south extension. Thus, it stretches 
overr two km along the Kila-Oudda border from east to west. It covers the whole of Kubadje 
fromm north to south, but southwards it covers another 1 km that lies in official Oudda territo-
ryy (see Figure 7.3). 

Whetherr for safety reasons (such a small group of only three family heads formed an easy 
targett for bandits and predator animals that abounded in those days) or because living condi-
tionss deteriorated (the Far North Province suffered from a drought period during the 1940s; see 
sectionn 2.1.1 and chapter 4)°\ the Jiksa settlers turned back to the more central Oudda neigh-
bourhoodss somewhere around 1945. 

Afterr a generation of cultivation in the surroundings of the Bali wol. Bariki and Hlaka neigh-
bourhoods,, some farmers started to clear the bush of the Jiksa part anew, starting from around 
19855 onwards. Although they did not consider the possibility of building houses, they did want 
too cultivate the fertile soil. They did not bother about the Fulbe who had settled there in the 
meantimee and more and more co-villagers invaded the area in order to create fields. 

7.4.11 Reasons for intrusion in the environmental domain 
Thee most obvious reason to start a field in Jiksa is the fact that the family (or the individual) 
possessess land there, at least according to that family's perception and that of other Oudda 
inhabitants.. This ownership-perception added to the idea that the soil in Jiksa had to be very 
fertile,, after decades of being fallow and of being used by cattle. However, not all inhabitants 
whoo own fields in Jiksa actually use those fields. Table 7.4.1 shows where the fields of respon-

"'' These hilltops are situated in the centre of Oudda. more or less between Oudda-Baliwol and Oudda-Banki 
(Fig.. 7.3) 

':: Some older inhabitants, for example the Fulbe chief of Guiki. talked about their more remote homestead 
wheree they lived when they were young and the fact that their fathers withdraw further and further towards 
thee centre of Oudda because of a lack of water. 
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dentss are situated and where they use fields. Of the thirty-three owners of fields in Jiksa only 
sixteenn use (some of) their fields there. 

TableTable "4.1 S limber of respondents that owns and or uses fields at certain places (n = 125] a = in Jiksa. 
bb = around the house, c = in rest of bush, d = no fields possessed 

Total l Placee of fields 

Men(ownership) ) 

Menn (use of 
ownedd fields) 

a a 

5 5 

5 5 

a - b b 

15 5 

a:: 0 
b;; 11 
a+b:: 4 

aa ->• c 

3 3 

a:: 0 
c:: 1 
a^c:: 2 

a ~ b * * 

11 1 

aa 1 
b : 3 3 
c:: 0 
a+b:: 1 
b~c:: 3 
a-b^c: : 

cc Total 
(withh fields 
inn (use in) 

Jiksa) ) 

34(411 %) 

16 6 

3 3 

b b 

4 4 

4 4 

c c 

11 1 

11 1 

b** c 

27 7 

bb 6 
c:: 1 
b+c:: 20 

Womenn (use) 1 8 0 1 10(23%) 14 9 6 4 43 

Explanationn of this table: for example, the second row. third column shows that fifteen men own fields at two dif
ferentt places, being in Jiksa and around the house; the third row shows that of this type of owners no-one uses 
onlyy his Jiksa fields (a : o), eleven use their fields around the house only (b: 11) and four use both types of fields 
(aa + b: 4). The fourth row shows the place women use for cultivation while the third column shows that eight 
womenn use fields in both Jiksa and around the house. 

Sometimess the use of the Jiksa area is inevitable. Whether others use it or not is the result of 
calculatingg the different factors (see Table 7.4.2). A lack of money, for example, that prohibits 
thee purchase of other fields, of chemical fertilisers"1 or enough animals for animal manure 
obligess actors to search for those (own) fields that have a natural fertility, namely the Jiksa 
fields.fields. This approach is weighed against possible disadvantages such as the distance or the fact 
thatt the Fulbe have to be disturbed. 

TableTable 7 

Use e 
Non-use e 

4,2 4,2 reasons reasons 

No o 
reason n 

7 7 

5 5 

forfor use or 

Only y 

field d 

5 5 
0 0 

non-usenon-use of owned fields 

Restt Rest 

infertilee fertile 

44 0 
00 5 

in in JiksaJiksa in 

Too o 
far r 

0 0 
2 2 

34) 34) 

Disturb. . 
Fulbe3 3 

0 0 
2 2 

Sons s 
use e 

4 4 

0 0 

Nott necessary 

inn Jiksa 

0 0 

5 5 

'' = These two people do not want to disturb the houses of the Fulbe and/or the place of their fields 
bb = These five people indicate they are going to use Jiksa fields next year, because two of them have now grown

upp sons, and 3 others have run out of possibilities for leaving land fallow outside Jiksa. 

Althoughh for the majority of Jiksa users, the reasons to use Jiksa-fields seem to be straight
forwardd and seem to arise from natural circumstances, it remains to be seen whether or not 
thesee actors have other possibilities. Going to Jiksa in fact implies several disadvantages. First 
off all. the labour input to clear the fields there is very high. Because the forest has (mostly) had 

Apartt from money, an important hindrance to the use of chemical fertilisers is the excessively late arrival of 
thesee fertilisers each year 
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thee chance to grow for more than a generation, and sometimes even more"4, trees are big and 
cuttingg them down is hard work. Also the removal of brush requires a lot of work. The actor 
needss to be very healthy, or he needs money to hire workers. Indeed, some older farmers leave 
thee job to their sons (and not only the four that let their sons use the area (see Table 7.4.1 and 
7.4.2)). . 

Thee second problem in Jiksa is encounters with cattle, donkeys and their owners. The ani-
malss cause damage to crops and the owners are not willin g to pay any reimbursements. Thus, 
cultivatingg in the 'pasture" area needs to be accompanied by control and defence activities. 
Severall  respondents explain that they have to go down there every day. "even Sundays""' and 
havee to stay out a long time to make sure the cattle keepers do not let their animals go into the 
fields. fields. 

Onn the other hand, the fact that more Oudda inhabitants cultivate in Jiksa at the same time 
meanss that they can share the patrols. And, they do not need to be so afraid of Fulbe aggression. 

7.4.22 Reasons for intrusion in the Human domain 
Inn general there are no health-related reasons that would cause people to choose for the fields 
inn Jiksa. At best, health and life-cycle situations can help to overcome the disadvantages of cul-
tivatingg in Jiksa. For example, those farmers that use or (next year) want to use fields in Jiksa. 
aree all healthy people. As has been explained, people with poor health are unable to cut trees 
andd endure the daily walk. Being young certainly helps in this situation. The mean age of users 
iss 35 (range 22 to 59'*), while the mean age of non-users who own fields in Jiksa is 47. This 
indeedd shows that younger men in particular go to Jiksa to clear and cultivate. 

Educationn may cause an opening of the mind to future problems and. as such, may direct 
peoplee towards certain strategies. However, those young men that use their fields in Jiksa do 
nott have a higher than average level of education (the percentage that attended school or 
schoolss at a higher level is no higher). So, for them education has not served as a triggering 
factor.. Instead, more of them than the village mean have sent their children to school and cer-
tainlyy a higher percentage of them than of the group that owns Jiksa fields but do not use them 
(seee Table 7.4.3). It therefore looks as if the reverse is true: those people that use Jiksa fields 
seemm to have an open mind for the modernisation that is incorporated into education. 

TableTable ".4.3 Number of owners users and owners non-users of Jiksa fields sending school-age 
childrenchildren to school. 

nn With young or With school-age children; With school-age children; 
noo children sent to school3 not sent to school 

Jiksaa field users 16 6 9(90%) 1 
Non-userss 18 8 4(40%) 6 
Wholee village 82 33 32(66%) 17 

'' = The percentages shown are percentages of the people with school-age children. 

"44 Clearing the bush (during the clearing period of the grandfathers) often only meant that in a certain area two 
orr three trees were cut and then the whole area was delineated as being the property of that person 
Sundayss are a day of rest for all inhabitants of Oudda. whether Muslim. Christian or followers of the tradi-
tionall  religion 

"""  The two users of over 50 years already cleared parts of the Jiksa bush when they were young. 
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Thee Jiksa users not only mention the necessity of other options than land for their children, but 
(iff  possible) they also do something about it. They themselves do not have any extra chances 
viaa education but they obviously do feel the pressures of land shortage and infertility. 

7.4.33 Reasons for intrusion in the Economic domain 
Thee same lack of money that prohibits the use of chemical fertilisers or the purchase of ani-
malss for manure also prevents people from becoming something else than farmers - such as 
traderss or civil sen ants. For the purpose of the analysis, wealth wil l be defined here as the pos-
sessionn of animals and ploughs"7. The possession of land is excluded from the calculation 
becausee it would otherwise lead to circle reasoning. Table 7.4.4 shows how many people in the 
threee categories (users of Jiksa fields. Jiksa-field owners that do not use them and the rest of 
respondents)) are 'rich" according to my definition"\ 

'Uibk''Uibk' '4 4 division of-wealth (n HI) with category percentages in brackets 

'Rich'' Not 'rich' 

10(63%)) 6(37°o) 
7(39%)) 11 (61 °o> 

27(57%)) 20(43%) 

Thee Table shows that significantly more farmers are "rich*  that own and use fields in Jiksa than 
non-usingg owners or fellow: villagers that do not own fields in Jiksa. Therefore, it does not 
seemm likely that Jiksa fields are used because of a lack of other possibilities. 

7.4.44 Reasons for intrusion in the Social domain 
Mostt of the current users of Jiksa fields started using those fields some five years ago. This 
wass directly after the lamido of Guili issued a kind of official statement about his territory and 
itss boundaries. At the same time he granted permission to his subjects in Oudda to cultivate in 
thee contested area. Although this was counteracted with objections from the official authori-
tiess in Mogodé. the farmers involved took the permission seriously because it came from their 
onee and only chief. 

Upp until recently, other owners of Jiksa fields continued to look at the area as an insecure 
possessionn because the lamido is far away. It is easy for him to declare that the area be used 
becausee he does not have to deal daily with intrusive cattle keepers and resulting crop damage. 
Thesee people doubted whether they should use their fields there. The arrival of the researcher 
andd the related trips to the area to view the situation - the damage in fields and the position of 
thee borders - as well as a visit to the Kil a village chief and an on-the-spot discussion between 
thee Kil a and Oudda inhabitants caused even more remote Oudda-ers to become aware of the 
problemm and to become involved in the struggle being fought out by their fellow villagers. As 

Dee Steenhmjsen Piters (1995) used the same indicators to distinguish rich and poor farmers in his study of 
thee Diamaré production differences. 
Accordingg to my definition somebody is 'rich" if he possesses a plough and a pair of draught animals, a 
ploughh accompanied by a combination of 4 other animals (or 3 if a cow is involved) or if he has no plough 
butt at least 3 cattle or 6 or more smaller stock in combination with a cow, or a combination of 2 cattle with 2 
smallerr stock 

Userr of Jiksa fields 
Owner,, non-user of Jiksa 
Otherr villagers 
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aa result, the owners emphasised the question of loyalty and made the Imvau declare that he was 
inn agreement with the lamido's statement. The conglomerate neighbourhood chief of Bariki. 
Hlakaa and Waza incited his village men to go to Jiksa and start cultivating there. 

Inn other words, the intrusion turned into a collective action backed up by expressions of 
leadershipp and loyalty by people in Oudda who did not own Jiksa fields. 

7.55 Assertion of rights: Box 3 

Ass far as the Bana are concerned, the Jiksa region is theirs because it belongs to the territory 
off  the Guili district. Thus, it is part of the same district as their own village of Oudda. At the 
samee time it is theirs because their ancestors cleared the (empty) bush and started to develop 
thee wilderness after they came down from the hilltops. Their own customary laws and the State 
lawss declare that this is a basis for ownership rights. Unfortunately, both claims are denied by 
theirr adversaries. 

7.5.11 About the boundaries 
Apartt from the question of who designated the area as a pasture reserve and whether it was 
allocatedd as such at all. the exact position of the boundaries of the area is also subject to dis-
cussion.. The least contested are the eastern and western borders, although the Bana deny the 
statuss thereof as they deny the existence of the pasture as such (see below). Nevertheless, fol-
lowingg the description by the Kapsiki and the Kila-Fulbe of the reserve status of their land, one 
cann state that its eastern boundary is formed by the river Ndo. an almost year-round stream 
(althoughh it reduces to a couple of separate pools at the end of the dry season) that runs in a 
moree or less north-south direction at that location. The western boundary is formed by a hill 
ridgee between the bush area and the territory of Haou. the southern-most village of Mogodé 
districtt along the main road that runs parallel to the border with Nigeria (see Figure 7.3). 

Thee Fulbe and Kapsiki of Kil a oppose each other with regard to the northern boundary of 
thee pasture reserve and agree about the position of its southern boundary. However, as far as 
thee Bana of Oudda are concerned, there is only one boundary, namely that between their vil -
lagee of Oudda and the territory of Kila. Referring to an intertribal war some 50 to 60 years ago 
betweenn Oudda and Kila* . that was ceremonially ended with the sacrifice of a dog on the tra-
ditionall  boundary between the two villages101, they claim the boundary to be more than 500 m 

***  The older inhabitants who do remember this war cannot recall the exact date The village chief of Kila, Takva 
Koye.. now about 80 years old, participated in the righting when he was young and when his father was still 
chief. . 

"*'' The origin of the war lays in the animosities caused by the death of a Kapsiki man who had visited Oudda 
justt days before his death, to carry' a demon from the Oudda premises to Kila in order to use this figure 
againstt one of his fellow Kila The Oudda people were blamed for this death and when some Kila-people, 
whoo were fishing in an Oudda nver. saw some Oudda cultivators on their fields they attacked them with 
knifess and machetes, yelling and shouting as they did so This noise they made attracted the attention of the 
otherr residents of Oudda and. before long, the two villages were engaged in a full-scale war that lasted a 
month.. Some of the older inhabitants of today fought during that conflict and they know exactly which per-
sonn was killed first, second, etc After a month, they claim, the people from Kila grew tired and withdrew 
Thenn the Oudda elders asked the Kila authorities for compensation for the dead and requested the ceremony 
involvingg the dog to confirm that the two peoples would never attack each other again and never again pass 
thee mutual boundary 
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too the north than the Fulbe and Kapsiki declare. 
Fromm several km north of Haou. the boundary between the two districts runs eastwards over 

thee hilltop of the mountain Tsakatsla1"1 {see Figure 7.3). Then, east of this mountain, on 
thee western side of the Kubadje area, a small riverbed forms the boundary between Mogodé 
andd Guili. The moment a rocky ridge emerges in east-west direction {Photo ".1, see the cen-
tretre of the book), the boundary follows this fall that gradually changes, first into a hilltop and. 
inn the end. into a new. shallow riverbed which joins the southernmost of the two east-west 
flowingg rivers between Kubadje and Kila almost at the point where the Fulbe settlement was 
built.. From that point onwards, that is in an easterly direction, the boundary is formed by this 
river,, which lies just north of the Kubadje settlement. Because of the collective ceremony in 
thee past, the Bana pressurise the Kapsiki to deny this boundary position. They do not commu-
nicatee with the inhabitants of the Fulbe settlement on this issue but focus on the party that 
shouldd know. 

Inn a gathering of Kila-Kapsiki and Oudda-Banato discuss the position of the boundary and 
thee memories of the ceremony (Kubadje. January 2001), the Kapsiki village chief. Takva 
Koye.. came up with a neat statement to run with the hare: The fields in this region are the 
propertyy of the Oudda people because their ancestors cleared them of bushes and trees, but 
thee area itself belongs to the dominion of the Kila. and thus the Mogodé authorities. This does 
nott satisfy the Bana1,,: who explain the difference between the official and the traditional bor-
derr by referring to the fact that after five peaceful Mogodé Iamibe, problems about the bound-
ariess started with the lamido before last, known as Hama Djouda. He wanted to enlarge his 
areaa and bribed the prefect of Mayo Tsanaga department. Although the prefect made an 
appointmentt with both iamibe, Loumbi of Guili and Hama Djouda of Mogodé. so that they 
couldd show him the original boundary in order to clarify its location once and for all. they 
organisedd it in such a way that Loumbi came too late and Hama Djouda had already given his 
opinion.. The prefect accepted this without any changes and without giving Loumbi any 
opportunityy to explain his stance. So it was Hama Djouda that moved the boundary to the hill-
topss and cheated both the prefect and the inhabitants of Oudda. The prefect must have 
receivedd gifts (money or cattle) to agree with this proposalu'\ He made people erect iron sign-
postss along this new boundary, the Kapsiki say. of which the stone foundations can still be 
found1"4. . 

Accordingg to the Kapsiki (and some of the Fulbe of Kubadje) one of their chiefs. Djaoforo, 
illegallyy removed the signs in order to shift the boundary to the south with the purpose of help-
ingg himself and his friend. lamido Issa Tizze of Mogodé. to acquire a larger territory. Of 
course,, this is sheer speculation on the issue of who removed the signs (if indeed they existed 

"""  The two current Iamibe of Guili and Mogodé are always quarrelling about the position of the border in the 
neighbourhoodd of Haou along the main road, where the markets, settlements and travelling merchants make 
itt worthwhile to have a couple of yards more territory. Here again the Bana of Guili position the border far 
moree to the north than the Kapsiki of Mogodé. They underline their claim by referring to the language spo-
kenn in Haou. which is Bana and not Kapsiki. This, they state, also strengthens their claim to the boundary 
positionn in Kubadje-Jiksa. 

'"**  "Have you ever heard of that", they say. "people owning fields in the territory of another village0" 
"""  Explanation of several Bana informants (men and women, aged from about 40 years and older), independent 

fromm each other, during the penod December 2000-January 2001. 
"MM This is what the Kapsiki and Fulbe claim. Kil a village chief, Takva Koye. tried to find those pedestals, but 

tinss proved to be very difficult if not impossible 
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att all). Kapsiki. who visit the Kubadje area, complain about this removing of signposts, 
becausee thev can foresee more problems coming out of that'"". 

Too underline the value of the whole story the Bana have a collective explanation of lamido 
Hamaa Djouda's behaviour. He attempted to change officially the existing boundary, inspired by 
thee fact that the Fulbe population were subject to the administration of his side of the boundary. 
Inn other words, the Kubadje inhabitants paid (and pay) their taxes to the chief of Mogodé. 
Accordingg to the Bana this is due to some impertinence on the part of the first Fulbe chief of 
Kubadje.. Elhadji Djougé. After his arrival he started to give his tribute to the master of the ter-
ritory,, lamido Loumbi. but always was reluctant with his delivery. When, one day. Loumbi sent 
hiss noblemen to collect the delayed payment, a kind of quarrel broke out at the end of which 
Djougéé swore never to pay anything to Loumbi anymore. He turned to Mogodé instead, where 
theyy were very glad to accept the money and the status of Kubadje to be part of Kila. Although 
Loumbii  ordered Djougé and his kinsmen to leave his territory, when Djougé stayed the Guili 
lamidolamido decided not to risk war over the matter1"6. In that period, the inhabitants of Oudda did 
nott use their Jiksa fields, because they had left them fallow after 20 years of use1"7. 

Thiss brings us to the second half of the ownership claim to the region by the Bana. According 
too them this area is never meant to be set aside for cattle grazing, and those who are said to 
havee taken that decision do not have the right to do so. 

7.5.22 Pasture or arable land? Rights of settlement, use and decision 
Thee difference between the opinion of the Bana that 'Jiksa*  is to be cultivated and the opinion 
off  the Fulbe that 'Kubadje*  is a pasture reserve (which refers to the same area), is the result of 
differencess about who has the first rights to the region and which authorities have (and had) 
thee legitimate right to make decisions on it (this touches on the above-mentioned boundaries 
dilemma). . 

Withh respect to "first rights', people refer to primordial presence. With that they mean that 
thosee people whose ancestors first lived on (or used) the particular land, have the strongest 
rights.. As explained in the history section of this Chapter, the Kapsiki won this "race" for the 
Mandaraa Mountains in general, but the Bana were the first in the Oudda territory. While liv-
ingg on the hilltops they already started to clear the bush at the foot of the mountains. Three to 
fourr generations ago. they started to develop the surrounding plains with real fervour. Only 
afterr the French encouraged them to descend in the 1930s did they leave their mountain tops 
andd started to build their dwellings on the plains. Al l informants in Oudda that now have 
claimss in Jiksa (n = 32) state that their grandfathers or great-grandfathers started to develop 
thatt bush (clearing the trees and bushes, building small stone lines along the borders of their 

" '' It is surprising that nobody has so far blamed the Oudda farmers for removing the signposts When I asked 
thee Oudda inhabitants themselves they stated that they had nothing to do with the maner. Along the main 
roadd crossing Haou. they say. a signpost demarcating the original location of the border had been removed by 
thee Mogode authorities (or inhabitants) The remnants are still visible. 

'"'' Remarkably. Elhadji Ngoura. the Fulbe neighbourhood chief of Kubadje. did mention several times that they 
neverr paid taxes to Guili canton, without the researcher posing any question on the matter Perhaps he is 
awaree of the accusations of the Bana towards his former chief. Elhadji Djougé. 

1,77 As stated, the departure from the Jiksa area may have been due to climatologic circumstances the sandy soil 
theree is very vulnerable to a lack of water Up until the first new clearings were created in Jiksa in the 1980s 
itt appears that the Oudda farmers had enough fertile fields surrounding their settlements. 
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fieldsfields and starting cultivation) somewhere between 100 and 120 years ago. This means they 
didd so while they were still living on the hills. Like the respondents who do not have claims in 
thee contested pasture (n = 91: 43 women), but in other parts of Oudda. they claim that the area 
wass empty at that time: "There were no others there!" 

Inn the Kubadje-Jiksa case, that is the historical dispute about the boundary and about the 
pointt at which the bush development started, it is not only important to establish who happened 
too be the first individual (family or clan) at the location in question, but also who happened to 
bee the legal authority. 

Thee Bana claim, referring to their vision of the boundary location, that it is their lamido (the 
onee residing in Guili) who had and has legal authority over the Jiksa area. Indeed, in the past, 
thiss lamido Loumbi. together with his village chiefs, did change the classification of quite a 
largee part of his territory from arable land into pasture reserve. He allocated four pasture 
reservess to four Fulbe chiefs. The surface area of each reserve depended on the number of cat-
tlee present at that moment in time. According to the present day Fulbe chief of Oudda. lawan 
Boubakaryy Néné. lamido Loumbi has given all four chiefs official papers to emphasise the 
'gift* .. Although one of these reserves is not situated within the territory of Oudda. the other 
threee are: one in the north-west region of the Waza neighbourhood, one in the direction of 
Modéléé and the last one directly east of the Fulbe neighbourhood Guiki (see Figure 7.3). This 
one,, named after the current sub-neighbourhood and Fulbe lawan. is the biggest. None of the 
fourr coincided with the Jiksa (or Kubadje) area. 

Accordingg to the Bana, the Fulbe argument about tax payment to the Mogodé lamido as a 
prooff  of belonging is a false claim, although the fact as such is true. It is based only on the 
impertinencee described (above) of the first Fulbe chief of Kubadje-Jiksa. Elhadji Djougé. It 
wass and ought to be the Guiii lamido to whom the Kubadje settlers have to pay their taxes and 
whoo has authority over the Jiksa region. 

Thee Bana also denounce the claim by the Fulbe that Kubadje-Jiksa was an empty bush area 
whenn they arrived. The fact that they could not see any fields, houses or people does not mean 
thatt it was undisturbed wilderness. In that period, the inhabitants of Oudda did not use their 
Kubadje/Jiksaa fields because they had left them fallow after 20 years of use. Nevertheless, they 
weree still their fields. 

Inn order to stress the fact that the Mogodé authorities know perfectly well wrho the owners 
off  the area are and who has a say in the matter, several Oudda inhabitants report having met 
thee lamido of Mogodé or the Kila chief. Takva Koye. at the market in Guili. There these chiefs 
askedd the Guili and Oudda authorities, like Hamadou Loumbi or Hamadou Ardou. to solve the 
issuess once and for all, and to declare the Kubadje-Jiksa region a pasture reserve. They would 
nott have posed such a request, the Bana say, if they had known that they had authority over 
thee area. Yet, mentioning these encounters and using them to stress again the position of both 
lamibelamibe can also be a conscious and purposeful effort by the Bana to strengthen their claim: one 
hass to realise that such a request by the Mogodé authorities (if really posed) may just have been 
aa strategic move to try and solve the problem mutually and not by sheer force. 

Inn daily life, the differences of opinion about the boundaries and the classification of the bush 
landd of Kubadje-Jiksa led to several attempts to invade the pastures and to clashes between dif-
ferentt users. 
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7.66 Counter assertion and conflict: Box 3 

Thee conflict situation, as depicted in Box 3 (see fig 7.2). only arises when two (or more) par-
tiess oppose each other. Both continue to stress their access, use or even ownership rights to the 
samee piece of land. At the same time it is clear that mutual use is not possible. 

Whenn Bana start cultivating in the bush area of Jiksa/Kubadje. they claim it to be their 
right.. "These are our fields*'. There would have been no problem if the other users had 
acknowledgedd this right straight away and had withdrawn. This did not occur, however. Part 
off  the contested area is used as a settlement area on which houses have been built. The pres-
entt Fulbe have cleared some "home fields' around these compounds. They use the rest of the 
regionn for cattle grazing and as tracks to other grazing areas. After the description of the 
claimss of the Bana in section 5. I wil l examine the situation and claims of the Fulbe of 
Kubadjee in more detail. 

7.6.11 Environmental domain 
PhysicalPhysical basis 
Thee rich pasture areas of the Mandara Mountains plateaux between Mokolo and Bourah are 
coveredd with more than 118 herbaceous species and 67 tree species, of which all grass species 
andd 15 tree species are eaten by cattle"18. In one of the official pasture reserves near Mogodé 
(Ploumtou)) Mvondo Awono et al (2001: 272) consider the carrying capacity to be between 
1.500 and 2.60 TLU/ha, dependant on the phytosociological group present10"'. Unfortunately 
manyy pastures are degraded (id: 267) and there is an abundance of "Kubadje", the non-palat-
ablee Isoberlinea doka. Especially in the region justt north of the Kubadje neighbourhood these 
bushess are everywhere. As stated, this explains the area's name. 

Nevertheless,, the pasture area itself has more diverse vegetation. The herders of Kubadje 
aree proud of the quality of their pasture. They showed me the good herbs"0 and explained that 
Kubadjee is the best pasture area in the far neighbourhood. Indeed, as described in section 2.1 
off  this chapter, the underlying soil is considered to be perfectly suitable for forest and pastures. 

Att the same time the Fulbe complain about the lack of herbs in the bush or a diminishing 
thereoff  due to a lack of rain (in 2000, 1999 was a good year) or water in general. They attrib-
utee this last fact to the activities of the Guili-people. such as tree-cutting and exposing the soil 
too the wind and sun. Because the grazing possibilities are limited, their herd numbers are not 
growingg any more. In fact, the number of cattle is even diminishing, they say. For example 
Ngoura'ss herds shrunk from six to three in ten years. Two others complained about a decrease 
inn the number of their cattle by two-thirds in five years'". 

Duringg the rainy season, the Fulbe herd their cattle into the bush surrounding their settle-
ment.. As the dry season develops they withdraw more and more in the direction of the big bush 
areaa of Modélé to the east. Only some cows from small herds are kept behind to provide milk 

1088 Mvondo Awono el al (2001: 272) 
'"""  For example. I'aspalum scrabuculatum groups are estimated to maybe cam 2 64 TLUha. NB This is more 

thann the earning capacity estimated by Gaston (1996) or Breman 11975) 
''""  Among others Eleusme indica. Dactyloctenium aeg\j)tium and Brachiaria xantholeuca. 
1111 The decrease in cattle numbers is not only a direct result of diminishing pastures but also an indirect one. 

namelyy for the payments that have to be made for crop damage reimbursements and to "buy' the support of 
thee authonties cattle have to be sold. 
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forr the children and because moving them is not worthwhile'i : . The herders also try to use the 
stubbless on the fields of the Kapsiki in Kila. but this is being met by more and more resistance 
becausee the Kapsiki want to use these harvest remains for their own cattle. In the second half 
off  the dry season, the Fulbe are obliged to seek out the more abundant pastures of Nigeria. This 
iss something they hate doing because of the security risks it entails for them and their herds. 
Somee choose to go as far as Mayo Oulo more to the south, to be sure of water in the barrage 
lakee there. 

Thee younger men who have to grow maize for their small and extended families, reported 
aa decline in agricultural production between last year and this year. They all complain of insuf-
ficientficient grain (maize) and that they have to buy grain to feed their families. It has to be added, 
however,, that the Fulbe have always bought (at least some of) their grain in exchange for meat 
andd milk. Most often they reported that this year's yield (2000) is half of last year's. The 
women'ss groundnut production is more or less constant over time. Only when new fields have 
justt been taken into production (every two or three years) is the yield somewhat higher. In gen-
eral,, field fertility is good because the Fulbe ensure that their cattle, small ruminants and even 
donkeyss leave their dung on the fields during the course of several months. 

PopulationPopulation density' 
Thee Kubadje reserve, with its Fulbe inhabitants and vast stretches of bush land covers rough-
lyy 2 to 1 km"3. It stretches along the Oudda border. Officially this area belongs to the Kil a ter-
ritory.. In the 1950s, six young Fulbe family heads arrived with their wives and small children. 
Inn total they counted eighteen grown-ups and twenty-five children. Nowadays, the Fulbe ham-
lett consists of more than 300 inhabitants. The population density increased from 22.5 per km^ 
too 150 people per km . However, for half of the year the men are on transhumance with the 
cattlee and do not out any pressure on this area. 

TableTable 7.6.1 Comparison of population density in 2000, in different areas 

Ouddaa total 
Hlaka-Waza a 
Guikii  (Fulbe) 
Kubadje e 

Surfacee (km2) 

147 7 
56 6 
10 0 
2 2 

Inhabitants s 

3863 3 
833 3 
210 0 
300 0 

People/km" " 

26,3 3 
14,9 9 
21 1 

150 0 

Numberr of 
households s 

651 1 
139 9 
42 2 
17a a 

aa = The household organisation tn Kubadje is different from that of Oudda. Each household is made up of both 
thee wives and unmarried children of a father, together with the married sons and their wives and children and 
sometimess even married grandsons with wives and children. Thus, a household can comprise 18 people (the 
numberr used here to calculate) or more, although small households exist as well. 

Thee population density also increased over the years in the Kapsiki village of Kila. With the 
helpp of maps and oral information, the total surface of Kil a can be estimated as being some 
500 km . Like all Kapsiki settlements, the neighbourhoods and compounds are scattered over 

" :: They estimate that some 50 cattle stay during the dry season when there is just enough fodder and water. 
mm The Kubadje area is smaller than the Jiksa area because Jiksa also covers an area south of the official Kila-

Ouddaa border. The northern half of the Kubadje area was lost, a couple of years ago. to the Kila cultivators. 
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thee hills. Because the numbers of inhabitants in the past, as described in the literature, were not 
definedd per village, it is impossible to estimate the increase in population density in Kil a village 
itself.. Nevertheless, based on the total population increase of Mogodé sub-department"4, one 
cann assume a population increase between 1945 and 1976 of more than 100 %. Although, 
accordingg to Mohammaddou (1984: 147) and Boulet (1984: 139) the death rates of the Kapsiki 
aree very high, their population increases quicker than that of the Bana because of their far high-
err birth rate"'. Thus, in 2000, population numbers of the Kapsiki of Kila increased again and the 
soill  surface area has to be shared by roughly double the number of people than when the Fulbe 
firstfirst settled in the remote neighbourhood of Kila. 

So.. the Fulbe in their pasture reserve are having to cope with increasing population pres-
suree not only from their own numbers, but also from the surrounding villages and especially 
fromm the Kapsiki in their own village, Kila. 

7.6.22 Human domain 
Health Health 

Thee Kubadje area is a very remote place. From the road that passes through Kil a one has to 
turnn right into the bush, pass at least two deep riverbeds (filled to the brim with foaming water 
duringg the rainy season) and several hill slopes with rocks and boulders. It is impossible to 
reachh the settlement by car. even in the most accessible period. Even for the other Kil a inhab-
itants,, health care and services are a long way away, but for the Fulbe of Kubadje assistance is 
nott available in acute cases. They have to look after themselves as if they were still bush 
nomads.. However, because they are living in a somewhat degraded environment, they cannot 
disposee of all the necessary traditional (wild) medicines. 

Drinkingg water is also a difficult issue. The nearest water well is on the way to Kil a centre, 
att least an hour's walk away. People wash themselves and their cloths and pots in the pools of 
thee river Ndo during the dry season, while the sandy banks serve as a filter to tap drinking 
water.. Over the weeks the pools become dirty, soapy ponds that diminish in surface area until 
theyy disappear and temporary water holes have to be dug in the sandy riverbed. Finally the 
womenn have to undertake the walk to the Kil a well every day in order to collect water. Until 
thatt moment, drinking water quality is very poor and illnesses are rampant as a result. Almost 
everybodyy suffers from amoeba-related complaints and several of the small children seem to 
bee stunted as regards growth. In addition, the number of polio-like disabled people is high 
(moree than 2 %)"6. 

Thiss latter problem is also due to the fact that mothers are not very motivated for the gov-
ernmentt organised vaccination programme. When asked, they express their willingness to 
offerr their babies for immunisation, but the information about the exact day and hour of arrival 
off  the vaccination team is not distributed properly (this in itself shows the inhabitants*  lack of 
interest)) and those who know have more important things to do than to arrive in time. Because 

1,44 Beaimllain (1989: 590 and 598) He equalises Mogodé with 'Kapsiki'. 
" '' This may be due to the ven early age at which people mam in the Kapsiki culture (girls at 15 and boys at 

18)) in comparison to that of the Bana where several 25 year old men explained that it was not yet time to be 
maimed.. The same applies to girls aged 20 (interviews and observations dunng fieldwork. November 2000 -
Januaryy 2003) 

!l rr One has to remember that the northern part of Nigeria, where the fundamental Islamic chiefs prohibit polio 
vaccination,, is close by and that the WHO has warned about the cross-border transfer of polio. 
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off  the remoteness of the neighbourhood, vaccinating nurses are not willin g to wait for people 
whoo are late. Thus, in January 2001. only three of the 25 children under 5 years of age received 
theirr anti-polio drops"7. 

Education Education 
Upp to now the western type of education has not appealed to the Fulbe of Kubadje. Their law an 
Ngouraa explains that when the French obliged parents to send some of their children to school, 
theyy hid their offspring and sent the children of their slaves instead. They feared that the 
coloniserss might be tricking them and capturing or killin g their children or. perhaps even 
worse,, changing them into non-believers. The Fulbe children are sent to the so-called Koran 
school.. That means that in the evening hours children gather around the hearth where, from a 
veryy early age. they leam to recite and write Koran texts. The older ones with a bit more 
knowledgee help the others and they, in their turn, are educated by one of the adults with a full 
Islamicc education. The Kubadje settlement has a high percentage of "learned Muslims*, both 
menn and women. 

Thesee days, however, the value of the "western' schools is recognised, especially by the 
youngerr parents. Ngoura also admits that the Fulbe missed the track: "Those Kirdi  now occu-
pyy all the higher government jobs because we are not well trained." But, starting in education 
iss difficult . The nearest primary school is. again, in Kil a which is too far to walk for the lit-
tlee ones and inaccessible for the bigger children as well when the rains arrive because of the 
swollenn rivers that have to be crossed. The younger parents are now trying to organise a class 
inn Kubadje itself, although it is equally difficul t for a teacher to reach the settlement "s. 

7.6.33 Economic domain 
Thee Fulbe do not cultivate for the market. The increasing amount of time they spend on agri-
culturee is only for subsistence purposes. Their lif e revolves around cattle. 

Lik ee their ancestors, the Fulbe live from their cattle. Official numbers, based on vaccina-
tion,, put the total number of cattle in Kubadje at 650 (Table 7.6.2). This means 2.2 cattle per 
person.. If all the milk from the cows and all the meat from the "normal off-take' is con-
sumed"",, each person gets 429.400 kcal per year. This is less than half of what is needed for 
ann adult {912.500 kcal). Based on interviews with family heads, it can be assumed that not all 
cattlee are kept in the Kubadje surroundings. How many each family owns in other areas of 
Cameroonn (or even Nigeria) cannot be established. However, economically (and thus also 
regardingg the energetic basis of the families) the picture is somewhat brighter than is 
describedd here. 

1177 Own observation. 
" ss Since January 2002 the acting chief Hassana (second son of Ngoura) has arranged for a Kapsiki school 

teacherr to be present for half of the year (during the dry season), but in January 2004 the Fulbe women com-
plainedd that the children had learned nothing because this teacher is not conversant with Fulbe habits: "After 
twoo years the children still do not speak a word of French" 

"""  All calculations with regard to milk production per cow. calorific value of milk, consumable meat weight per 
cattle,, calorific value of meat etc are based on Dietz ei al (2001) in relation to East African pastoralism 
Althoughh there is no reason to assume that West Afiican data or data for the Mandara Mountains of 
Cameroonn are exactly the same (soils and vegetation are different). Dietzs data are used because of a lack of 
otherr data. 
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TableTable ".(5.2 A 'umber and density of livestock of Fulbe in 2000 

i i 
Vaccinatedd Number of Mean cattle Cattle per km" TLU 

cattlee owners of cattle per owner (non-cattle I 
(-- range) 

Ouddaa Fulbe3 1047 11 95(4-320) 42c n.av. 
Kubadjee Fulbeh 650 17 38(8-90) 325" 40 

'' = For Oudda, the data is based on the vaccination campaign of May 2000, as carried out by the local veterinary 
officerr in Guili. It is very likely that at the time of vaccination the largest number of cattle were on their dry 
seasonn trek to Nigeria and elsewhere 

bb = For Kubadje the vaccination from which the numbers were taken, was performed in November 2000. a time 
att which the herds had not yet left the area. Apart from some calves the whole herd seemed to be made avail-
ablee for vaccination. 

cc = This number is calculated on the basis that the Fulbe of Oudda graze their cattle solely in the neighbouring 
Boubakaryy Nene reserve. In fact, density will be lower, because they also use other bush forest land in the 
vicinity . . 

""  = This number is based on the assumption that the Kubadje Fulbe graze their cattle solely in their own reserve 
Inn reality, this is not true because they not only use the harvest left-overs on Kila fields, but also use the more 
extendedd pasture area of Modélé. 

Womenn and small children are entitled to milk, although a certain quantity of milk is used for 
thee coffee and rice drink that is prepared for visitors. The women churn butter from the milk 
andd sell it separately. For one litre of fresh milk they receive approximately 150 Fcfa. One 
litr ee of butter fetches 3.000 Fcfa at the Kil a market. Yet. they do not earn much because the 
herdss are small, most of the cows are away during three to four months120 and. as they say. the 
productionn per cow is low. During the dry season the sale of milk stops: during those harsh 
timess the cows produce even less and most of them are away with the rest of the herd any-
way. . 

Somee younger men left the area in their youth to try their luck elsewhere, as a trader or a 
carr driver, but when their fathers thought it time they returned to get married. Now they feel 
trapped.. Having been summoned home to become real cattle keepers, they find out that the 
bushh is declining and that cattle numbers are declining with it. They complain that, with so 
manyy fields around, they cannot even graze the cattle at night, so these lose weight and do not 
producee the number of calves they should do. Comparing the two Fulbe groups of Kil a and 
Ouddaa (see table 7.6.2). it is obvious that the Fulbe of Kubadje possess fewer cattle per per-
sonn than those of Oudda (a mean of 38 versus 95 per owner). The Kubadje Fulbe fear for their 
futuree as cattle keepers. 

Onee of the economically based wishes they have is a road into their neighbourhood to make 
itt easier for visitors to reach the area but also to increase the level of access to and from mar-
kets.. They do not worry about whether or not this would disturb the pasture as such. 

Theoretically.. 528 litre of milk is available per person per year If the milk is divided between women and 
children,, each gets 660 litres But, because of a lower than average production and three months of almost no 
milkk at all (from the few cows that are left at home to produce milk for the younger children), a woman or 
childd has access to less than 437 litres in the most ideal situation (market value approximately 92.000 Fcfa) 
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7.6.44 Social domain 

FamilyFamily and friends 

Thee Fulbe are an ethnic group dispersed over Cameroon and West Africa in total1-1. They feel 
theyy belong to one big group but. at the same time, they are very attached to their own clan 
andd (extended) family. Elderly men in particular travel a lot to visit their relatives. In cases of 
celebrationn (the graduation of young people from the Koran school, babies*  name-giving cer-
emonies)) or death, visitors arrive from far and near. For Kubadje this "far" may mean from their 
regionn of origin near Garoua in the south, or from Nigeria in the west where the Kubadje Fulbe 
spentt part of their lives. People may even come from further away: married daughters who live 
withh their husbands in Ngaoundéré or even Douala take the trouble to attend such events. 
'Near'' means from Kil a (conversed Kapsiki) or Modélé. the first Fulbe settlement in the region 
approximatelyy fifty years ago. where the Kubadje Fulbe also spent some years, or other vil -
lagess and towns in the vicinity such as Guili or Mogodé. In short, they have relatives and 
friendss everywhere. 

Thee acting chief. Hassana, and several of the neighbourhood elders, spend quite a lot of 
timee visiting their kinsmen in Modélé'. They want to have a perfect relationship with them 
becausee they have authority over the bigger bush-pasture area there. Safeguarding access to 
thiss pasture is important. These fellow Fulbe are also important in the regional struggle for the 
definitivee recognition by authorities of certain pasture reserves, of which Kubadje is one. 

Inn the settlement itself there are two different sub-groups which are bonded separately. On 
thee one hand, there is the large compound of Ngoura and, on the other, the rest of the com-
poundss five minutes' walk away. The inhabitants even give this second concentration a differ-
entt name (that of the founder), but this is contradicted by Ngoura. every time he hears some-
bodyy using it. This separation may have some meaning in daily life, but to the outward world 
Kubadjee is one entity. 

PoliticalPolitical domain 

Officiall yy Kubadje is part of Kil a and. thus, is subjected to the Kil a village chief and the lami-
dodo of Mogodé. Although the Fulbe recognise the position of Takve. the Kil a chief, when they 
visitt the Kil a market or when minor quarrels break out between Kapsiki and Fulbe, they man-
agee their settlement by themselves. For bigger problems they turn to the lamido in Mogodé. It 
iss to him that they pay their taxes which are collected by their own neighbourhood chief. 
Accordingg to them it is not official politics that are important for ensuring that the area (and 
theirr lives) is/are managed properly. Keeping the lamido on your side is the main point. 

Thee Fulbe lawari11 Ngoura himself is out of the settlement for at least half of the year. 
Duringg that period he does not herd his cattle - that is the task of his sons - but instead invests 
inn contacts with all the different authorities, as well as other Fulbe from whom he also collects 
information.. He has a house in the departmental capital Mokolo. where he spends some time, 
closee to the official authorities, but also close to the religious and Fulbe authorities'11. He 

1:11 See. e.g. De Bruijn and Van Dijk {1995) 
: :: According to his position in the village he is a cijaoro (a neighbourhood chief), but both the Fulbe and the 

Kapsiki,, and even the higher authorities call him 'lawan'. 
1:11 It was in this house in Mokolo. after several months of illness and having been looked after by his third 

daughterr (a grown-up woman) that Elhadji Ngoura died in the early days of January 2003 
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leavess the leadership of Kubadje to his second son. The first son is not as intelligent and polit-
icallyy capable, su Nguura appointed this second son to watch over matters and the decision was 
approvedd unanimously by the rest of the settlement. Contacts closer to home, such as those 
withh the Imvan of Modélé. are maintained by this son. Together with the Modélé-Fulbe. the 
Fulbee of Kubadje try to manoeuvre in such a way that the big pasture of Modélé is secured or 
evenn extended14. 

Althoughh the Kubadje-Fulbe seem to be far removed from State politics, indirectly they are 
involvedd in them via their extended networks. For example, because they have uncles and 
maraboutsmarabouts1111""  that are members of the ruling party, they have to back up that party too. This net-
workk also gives them some (small) say in matters. In the past, the so-called Fulbe party UNDP 
wass an option to voice ideas and needs, but it lost power over time. 

Inn short, although the Fulbe seem to be living in a very remote place, they keep in touch 
withh all kinds of issues that are going on in the Far North of Cameroon which are of impor-
tancee to their community. 

Conflictt  mediation 
Normally,, internal conflicts in Fulbe society, such as disparities between spouses, quarrels 
betweenn youngsters, discussions over access to waterholes or animal damage etc.. are solved 
byy the local chief (or herd master) and his wise men. If these cannot restore peace, the case is 
broughtt before the lamido. In the case of external conflicts, that is conflicts between groups 
(againn over access to water or rights of trespassing), the groups' lawans had to solve the dis-
putee or visit the lamido together to ask for his objective intervention. In the past, the lamido's 
subjectss had to pay a symbolic amount of money for this arbitration (with every subject already 
havingg given something as an expression of their esteem the moment they entered the region 
withh their cattle, just to make sure the lamido would defend their rights and do his utmost to 
safeguardd the general security of the area (see Moritz et al 2002)). Nowadays it is less clear. 
Mostt of the time, people complain that they have to pay the lamido more and more, and the 
wordd "corruption' is heard time and again. On special occasions the lamido works together 
withh the official police and the sub-prefect, but the Fulbe prefer to keep discords between their 
subjectss to themselves. 

LandLand rights 
Withinn the Kubadje area the neighbourhood Imvan Ngoura126 decides about the use of land. He 
alwayss consults the other elderly inhabitants, but the final decision is his. In this way, he can 
loann out land to agriculturalists if he thinks it wise to give up a small part of the pasture to 
engenderr loyalty to his group. He can forbid cultivation by the Fulbe on certain land sur-
roundingg the settlement because he is the one that has to implement the lamido's allocation of 
Kubadjee as a pasture area. 

Thiss shows that he is subordinate to more senior chiefs. Officially the village chief of Kila 
iss higher in line, but land allocation in the Kubadje area is not his responsibility. As explained 

I:JJ indeed, in 2002-2003. while awaiting a solution for the Kubadje zone. M1DIMA extended the Hma-Modélé 
reservee to the eastern Oudda pasture reserve of Boubakary Nene 

':<< Religious leaders 
i: ''' After his death his second son Hassana became the kiuiin. He already had considerable legitimacy before his 

father'ss death. 
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above,, the traditional chief of the region, the lamido of Mogodé. is the person to whom Ngoura 
referss with regard to issues concerning the outer boundaries of the pasture reserve, or when the 
intrusionn of farmers disturbs the peace of the cattle and their owners. In such instances the 
lamidolamido and (or) his noblemen come down to look at the situation and take their decision. 

CulturalCultural domain 
Althoughh a grown-up Fulbe is expected not to give free reign to his emotions127, before they 
reachh that stage a lot of quarrelling wil l have gone on and wil l have even been encouraged. The 
Fulbee of Kubadje raise their children to believe that they should not let anybody violate their 
rights.. Parents and other adults encourage their littl e ones to stand up for their interests, even 
whenn these are only perceived interests. In order to achieve their goal, they are allowed to use 
verball  and even physical aggression. As a result, adolescents often become involved in real 
fights,, some involving the use of knives. People have been seriously injured on two occasions 
inn the past two years|:8. 

Inn the case of these and other quarrels the Fulbe regard themselves as totally autonomous. 
Theyy do not want to involve the police or other authorities, but settle disputes between the par-
entss of the children (or even grown-ups) involved on the basis of the arbiter role of the law an or 
otherr elders. An external but related mallum12" is only contacted occasionally in such situations. 

Fulbee women have a full right to Koranic education. According to Islam they have the right 
too inherit (mostly they add inherited cattle to their brothers*  herds) and they are not required to 
performm heavy agricultural tasks. In Kubadje the women are mainly engaged in household tasks 
suchh as cooking, washing and looking after the children. They do. however, cultivate small plots 
withh groundnuts and some vegetables around the house - all for household consumption. 
Officiallyy they are subordinate to their men, who decide about everything concerning the fam-
ily .. The women are not (or pretend not to be) involved in men's problems such as the dimin-
ishingg of pasture surface and possible decisions about leaving or engaging in conflicts. They do, 
off  course, discuss those matters among themselves (and. I am sure, with their husbands in the 
privacyy of their huts). When talking more confidentially with one of them as an interpreter110, 
severall  women expressed their concern: "What is going to happen? We cannot move to anoth-
err place with all these people. Where can we go to? Where can we build new houses?" They 
wantedd the authorities (and me) to take measures to stop agriculturalists invading the area. 

Inn short, the Fulbe of Kubadje do not have many other options than to herd their cattle and earn 
theirr living from cattle and milk. Although they want to be autonomous, they understand the 
importancee of having 'outer' authorities on their side to secure their grazing area. Therefore. 
theyy try to persuade others to realise the necessity of a pasture reserve and to keep the cattle 
trackss open from this small reserve to the larger ones nearby. 

1277 See Van Santen (1993), De Bniijn and Van Dijk (1995). Vereecke (1999). Breedveld (1999) or Mortiz (2003) 
aboutt the concept of "Pullauko" that is indispensable to the Fulbe identity 

' :ss On one occasion someone lost a number of fingers and once someone was stabbed in the stomach and was 
rushedd to Guili hospital On both occasions a son of lawan Ngoura was involved. 

|:""  The Fulbe word for a marabout, a Koran teacher 
n""  Most of the time a Kapsiki interpreter was used in the Kubadje settlement, because none of the Fulbe there 

couldd speak French (see Chapter Methodology), but if a Fulbe visitor was able to translate, especially if the 
visitorr was female, I took the opportunity to invoke her in my work. 
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7.6.55 Discords and claims 
Thee northern limit of the Kubadje reser\e is demarcated along the northernmost of the two 
east-westt running rivers, just between the rest of Kil a and Kubadje. The border was defined in 
recentt times111 when the sub-prefect and the lamido of Mogodé entered this southernmost 
regionn of their territory, together with the sub-department's line officers of the forest depart-
mentt and of the agriculture department. They came to intervene in a quarrel between the Fulbe 
inhabitantss and Kil a inhabitants of the region. According to the story, the former village chief. 
Koye.. had already stipulated the location of this boundary to his citizens, but he obviously 
neededd some back-up from higher authorities. The district authorities not only defined the 
boundariess but also declared to their subjects that it was prohibited to cultivate in the reserve 
andd that possible crop damage caused by cattle within the reserve area would not be eligible 
forr reimbursement. 

Thee northern boundary is still discussed over and over again. It seems as if it has to be rede-
finedfined every couple of years and the sub-department and district authorities (sub-prefect. line-
officerss and lamido) have to intervene regularly. A couple of years ago. for example. Zra 
Pierre,, the nearby neighbourhood chief on the western side, asked the district chief of Mogodé 
too come and shift this boundary into the reserve slightly more, so as to make it possible for the 
inhabitantss of his neighbourhood. Djalingol. to use some of the fields that had. until then, been 
situatedd within the boundaries of the reserve. Indeed, nowadays, the western part of the north-
ernn boundary of the reserve follows the hilltop and not the river as used to be the case. As a 
result,, the Kil a farmers are allowed to cultivate in the 're-established' fields there and. in the 
eventt of livestock-induced damage, can claim reimbursements from the animal's owner. 

Thee discord between the Fulbe of Kubadje and the cultivators of Oudda over the southern 
borderr is more severe. As outlined in section 5. the Bana claim that this border has to be situ-
atedd more to the north. The Fulbe refer with fervour to the official maps, because these are sup-
posedd to be in their favour. Formally, the southern border between Kubadje and Oudda. which 
iss therefore located between the two districts, is stretched along a line running over the top of 
thee east-west mountain ridge just south of the Fulbe village quarter. This latter border is con-
firmedfirmed by the Kapsiki of Kila. especially by their village chief, Takv a Koye. who claims to 
havee been present when the borders were established in his youth. Although the metal border 
poless have gone, both the Kapsiki and the Fulbe say that the mountain tops themselves cannot 
bee removed and are proof in themselves. 

Ass explained above, the Fulbe say that the lamido of Mogodé is their "boss'. They pay taxes 
too him and turn to him in cases of internal conflict. The official boundary delineated by the 
(sincee removed) boundary marks shows that the territory belongs to the northern district. 
Accordingg to an official government report written by the 'Chefde Poste F orestier et de 
ChasseChasse de Mogodé' (2000). it was Takva Koye. the village chief of Kila. who in response to a 
demandd made in 1958 by Elhadji Ngoura and his fellow Fulbe for a permanent pasture zone, 
startedd to delineate such a zone together with the accompanying small tracks for animals. This 

;1'' An exact year is not given, but it could be 1981 (when the case between the chief of Guili, Loumbi, and his 
counter-partt of Mogode. Hama Djouda. escalated and was put before the committee in Mokolo. that decided 
too deny access to all farmers), or it may have been later, when Elhadji Issa Tize had already taken over the 
chiefdomm in Mogodé (upon the death of Hama Djouda. 1984). and the authorities had to visit the area for a 
secondd time (Chefde Poste lorestier et de Chasse de Mogodé (2000: 9-10)). 
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suggestss that the area indeed belonged to Kil a and. therefore, the northern authorities. 
However,, this report is written by a line officer of Mogodé with interests and loyalties on the 
northernn side of the boundary. Moreover, it reflects a demand by N'goura at the time that he 
wass indeed already paying his taxes to Mogodé. 

7.77 Violence: Box 4 

Thee last box of the VoE diagram: Box 4. Violence {see Fig. 7.1). wil l only be reached when (one 
of)) the parties choose(s) to use violent means. Otherwise the result wil l be the 'non-box 4*  route. 

7.7.11 The use of force 
Contending:Contending: the use of threats 

Contendingg means trying to get your own wishes implemented without any regard for the 
wishess and needs of others. As far as the Bana are concerned this means that they want to chase 
thee Fulbe out of the Jiksa area, without being bothered by how these cattle keepers can earn 
theirr living or where they have to live. As far as the Fulbe are concerned contending would 
meann that the Bana stop cultivating in the Kubadje zone and that they leave open corridors to. 
forr example, the Modélé bush. In theory both can be reached by persuasion, threats or straight-
forwardd violence: beating or shooting the other into submission. 

Thee route to violence starts with threats (see also chapter 5 and 6). Mostly the expression 
off  threats in the Kubadje-Jiksa area is triggered by crop damage caused by cattle. The threats 
cann be expressed by either the cattle owner or the cultivator or both. For example, a cultivator 
tries,, using reasonable arguments, to get the cattle owner to acknowledge his fault and to pay 
backk the crop losses. As a result, the Fulbe starts to threaten his adversary in the hope that he 
wil ll  leave. In other cases the cultivator starts to verbally abuse and threaten (with the same 
hope)) the cattle owner who has not looked after his herd properly. 

Justt encounters between agriculturalists and cattle keepers in the Kubadje-Jiksa bush can 
triggerr an exchange of verbal abuse, especially when young Fulbe are involved (the elder 
Fulbee keep quiet, or patiently try to explain their stance). Sometimes such verbal abuse does 
nott go any further than "calling people names*, but mostly it is mingled with threats. If the 
Fulbee see a Bana busily clearing a new part of the bush in their area they wil l feel obliged to 
warnn the cultivator that his actions are illegal and that they wil l call on the police to arrest him. 
Thee Bana then responds with even more menacing counter threats: "I t is you who should not 
bee here. You are living on our soil and we wil l chase you away. We are in the majority!" 

Contending:Contending: the use of violence 

Severall  times the threats turn into actions. A woman who had the nerve to follow the cattle 
trackss from her ruined field to the Fulbe settlement and complained to one of the young Fulbe 
menn present, was touched on her lips by him with a stick with the accompanying text that she 
shouldd be quiet, "otherwise...." The other party also put up a good show: some years ago the 
refusall  to pay for cattle damage had annoyed the Bana terribly. At that time a group of them 
capturedd the Fulbe law an Ngoura. took his clothes (and even his shoes) and. while setting him 
free,, warned him to change his behaviour and leave the area otherwise something worse would 
happenn to him or one of his subjects. 
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Fulll  blown violence has not (yet) occurred. The Fulbe indeed realise that they are in a 
minorityy facing a large population from a whole village. Although some of the Kapsiki from 
Kil aa have expressed their willingness to help 'their' Fulbe. it takes too much time to reach 
Kubadjee should the Bana launch an attack. On top of that, most Kapsiki are not even aware of 
aa Fulbe settlement in their neighbourhood and some who are aware live close by and would be 
veryy happy if these Fulbe were to leave. It would provide them with a larger field surface area. 
Nevertheless,, there are Kapsiki who do talk about war when Bana aggression is mentioned: "I f 
thosee Bana start attacking 'our*  Fulbe, I wil l pick up my gun (or spear) and help the Fulbe". A 
smalll  band of young men (Fulbe and Kapsiki) has already devised strategies as to how to 
attackk the Bana and make them stop their cultivation activities in Kubadje. 

Almostt all Bana with fields in Jiksa. even those who do not use the fields themselves, have 
expressedd their willingness to help fellow villagers should they be attacked by the Fulbe. They 
aree resigned to living with that possibility. Women are given fields surrounded by others so as 
nott to be the first attacked. Several men from Waza and Hlaka are on the alert for calls from 
cultivatorss in the north. Of those who do not have fields in the contested area. 15 % have 
expressedd their general loyalty in words or state that they are preparedd to fight when necessary. 
Somee of them are even involved in the drawing up of plans for a first attack. They are not (yet) 
organisingg their troops, but every time they come together (for example at the weekly market 
orr underneath the village tree at the end of the day) they discuss possibilities and exchange the 
latestt news about damage and threats from the other side. 

Inn general, the State is perceived as an entity which is not involved very much, but which 
wil ll  be there to suppress violence should it erupt. Inhabitants of both Kubadje and Oudda have 
respectt for the police, but they express their doubts as to whether this police wil l reach the 
remotee pasture reserve in time should fighting start. The lower level authorities are certainly 
involved.. These lamibe seem to be the triggering factors in the conflict. Riding on the waves 
off  the conflicting interests of their subjects, they try to make those subjects fight their own 
fight,fight, instead of helping find a solution. Their traditional role was one of conflict mediation but 
noww they seem only to incite their subjects to aggression. 

Inn short, the Bana with Jiksa fields seem to embody enough reasons for people to fight for 
theirr rights. Their cost-benefit calculations may turn out to result in the use of violence. As 
farr as the Fulbe are concerned the situation is more problematic, but they also have more at 
stake.. The younger (and thus more numerous) ones may tend to choose violence as their only 
option. . 

7.7.22 Escapes: can violence be avoided? 
Theree are two types of action that can lead to the avoidance of violence. The first involves one 
off  both parties giving in. This may be the result of pressure from the other party or higher 
authoritiess or it may be due to the autonomous decision of one of the parties. The second is the 
findingfinding of a solution that serves both parties. 

Contending,:Contending,: the use of persuasion 
Theoreticallyy it is possible to call the use of threats a method of persuading an adversary. 
Becausee it is the most violent method of persuasion, it is described in a section above under 
thee heading 'use of force". Here we are focusing on the non-violent way of persuasion, name-
lyy the use of arguments by which one of the parties puts pressure on the other party without 
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{w ee are still talking about contending) listening to counter arguments or trying to understand 
whatt needs and interests the other party has. 

However,, because the two groups involved here are not really on speaking terms, normal, 
friendlyy persuasion is out of the question. Even persuasion of higher authorities, to make sure 
thosee authorities back them in case of escalation of the conflict, is not one of the strategies used 
byy either Bana or Fulbe. Both parties leave that part of the contest to their lamido because he 
iss the strongest ally in that respect. He has access to other authorities and knows the routes. He 
alsoo wants the area to be his. As explained the Kubadje chief. Ngoura. does invest in linkage 
buildingg with his lamido. However, at the same time, he does not seem to do his utmost to 
maintainn a healthy relationship with this lamido. He does not collect the taxes on time, does 
nott respond to all the summons for meetings and. according to a complaint by the lamido him-
self,, does not react to the plans and demands of this lamido for more development efforts (such 
ass in education and health issues). 

Yielding Yielding 
Thee story told so far in this chapter would suggest that withdrawal oi' one of the parties is a 
pastt stage when the position of rights claiming is reached. Both agriculturalists and cattle keep-
erss firmly state that they want to stay and they have the right to stay. Nevertheless, these firm 
statementss really mask other views. Some of the Bana women refuse to cultivate in the Jiksa 
regionn because "'You cannot be there day and night, so you can't protect your fields from crop 
damage.. The cattle owners from the settlement there wil l never pay for any damage. Why 
shouldd you waste your time and energy with the risk of achieving no yield at all?" They have 
cultivatedd in the contested area - or their husband or friends have done that - and they contin-
uee to claim that the Fulbe have settled on their land, but they do not see any possibilities to 
makee this claim come true. They do not believe the authorities wil l help in this matter. Local 
authoritiess do not have enough power themselves (like the lamido of Guili) or they do not want 
too exercise their power out of fear, or because of corruption. Higher level authorities are just t 
nott interested. Everybody acknowledges that the prefect is indeed needed but he is far away. 

Onn the other hand, some of the cattle owners also reflect on their chances to win their case. 
"Farmerss just go on clearing the bush. Even if authorities state that reimbursement in the event 
off  crop damage by our cattle is not going to be paid for. where can we herd our cattle when 
everythingg has been turned into fields?" They start considering a move, quietly looking for 
otherr places to live. "Perhaps, with some luck, we can find a new place, although there are 
nowheree such good pastures as here." 

Thiss shows that, although "yielding" is often regarded as giving in to other parties*  wishes, 
itt is of course also a strategy which focuses on one's own interests. Taking account of reality, 
andd therefore, of other parties" wishes means the costs of imposing one's own wishes may 
seemm to become too high. A cost-benefit analysis results in giving in. 

ProblemProblem solving 

Iff  the two parties were to find a way to divide the area between them, to make sure the cattle 
cann be fed. the cultivators can produce and the Fulbe can live in their compounds, then the 
problemm would be solv ed. Indeed, many Bana hav e proposed a solution. This extends the con-
testedd area as such, but not their own territory. "Why shouldn't we rotate the pasture areas?" 
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theyy ask. "In the past this was common practice"'12. Because the fertility of the fields in the 
directt vicinity of the Oudda neighbourhoods has diminished, they are willin g to delineate these 
ass a cattle reserve, to be given in use to the cattle keepers. The fertility in Jiksa is so good that 
aa rotation back to their former fields, now offered as pasture, is regarded as only being neces-
saryy in more than 25 years time. During the interim period, trees may grow substantially and 
thee fodder production of the new pasture wil l increase tremendously. 

Thee Fulbe are not totally against the plan but they hesitate because they do not trust the 
otherr party or the authorities. "I f we give up an official pasture reserve", they say. "How can 
wee be certain about the new area. It should be made official as well." 

Anotherr major objection to the rotation of pastures is the fact that the Fulbe would have to 
buildd new compounds every time. They have now invested in well-constructed houses and fur-
niture.. It would be a major effort to move these belongings. Moreover, huilding new huts takes 
time,, effort and even money due to a lack of expertise. 

Thee biggest hurdle to get over is the disagreement between the lamibe in the two districts. 
Eachh of them is sticking to his idea about the border and. more precisely, the lamido of 
Mogodéé would never accept the loss of part of his territory without higher level interference 
(andd perhaps even not then either). For the moment no State organisation (for example MIDI -
MA)) or NGO has taken on the task of settling disputes between the two parties as a cautious 
startt on the way to reaching a consensus or compromise. 

Evenn the presence of "our own Fulbe" in Oudda"1 is not (yet) used in a kind of mediator 
rolee to bring the Bana cultivators and the Fulbe of Kubadje together. They can feel (and have 
experienced)) the problems of the cattle keepers, they have the same culture but. at the same 
time,, they feel like inhabitants of Oudda and are loyal to their fellow villagers more than to the 
Kil aa inhabitants.'14 

Thee position of the border between Kil a and Oudda is taken up as an issue by the inhabi-
tantss of Oudda themselves. However, they did not discuss it with the Fulbe that live in the area. 
Theyy only overruled opinions of the Kila-Kapsiki and imposed their vision of the past, after 
whichh they decided that, from now on. they would not let anybody stop them from using 'their' 
land.. If higher authorities accept this border shift, this "matter-of-fact' approach may serve as 
thee starting point for mutual problem solving. 

n :: The older men, and especially some of the representatives of the I aw an of Oudda I (the conglomerate of the 
Oudda-quarterss at the Guili side of the bend in the road), refer to this custom. 

mm Many Bana refer to the Fulbe who live in the Oudda neighbourhood Guiki as "ours", in contrast with the 
Fulbee of Kubadje. who have chosen (as the Bana say) to be '"theirs"', that is "from Kila" 

1144 At the end of 2002 the area of the pasture reserve Boubakarv Nene was officially extended by the State 
(M1DIMA) .. because the Kubadje area that they wanted to delineate officially in their quest of more forest-
pasturee areas m the Mandara Mountains, aroused excessively complicated controversies Agriculturalists who 
ownn fields which were onginally around the Boubakarv Néné reserve but are now within the boundaries, are 
angryy They not only express their wrath to the authorities, but also accuse their "own" Fulbe Relationships 
betweenn the two groups within Oudda have deteriorated because of the MIDIM A action. 
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