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Preface e 

'II  believe there is a fundamental element and that is the 
confidencee we have woven between the community 
organizationss in the Osa Peninsula and the watershed of the 
Golfoo Dulce and the Costa Rican environmental movement. I 
thinkk this means a new step in the development of 
conservationistt struggles. I think this phenomenon was 
alreadyy about to take place, but we were lucky to live it at this 
veryy moment. I think that when we reach such a level of 
agreementt on a local, national and international scale, there is 
noo company, no single company that can overrule us! I think 
thatt ecologist struggles, struggles for the environment and for 
ourr natural resources cause the most beautiful elements of 
people'ss characters to flourish: our lust for life, the possibility 
off  brotherhood, the feeling that we are fighting for our home, 
thee ecosystem that this planet is. It brings out the best in us in 
ourr fight for justice and peace. That is what we have done in 
thiss struggle. I think the greatest success of this struggle has 
beenn that we have come to know each other, to have shared, to 
havee become brothers, and this is what has helped us reach 
thiss moment with so much strength and dedication.' 

(Wordss from a speech by AECO's Oscar Fallas Baldi to mark the 
arrivall  of the Greenpeace boat in the Golfo Dulce on 17 September 
19944 and the near halting of Stone Container's industrial work.) 

II  would like to thank Oscar Fallas Baldi, Maria del Mar Cordero Fernandez, David 
Maradiaga,, Alvaro Léon Chaves, Yamileth Astorga, Gabriel Rivas, Flor Umana and 
alll  the others who worked with AECO for allowing me to find out about their 
inspiringg work. The influence of your passion for life will go far beyond your own 
lifetimes. . 

Itt is almost ten years since I visited the Osa Peninsula for the very first timee and 
inn that time many people have come and gone and played different roles in 
supportingg my research and myself personally. Those who I regard as very 
importantt were those people who welcomed me so warmly into their homes. In the 
peninsula,, these included Cecilia, Marielos and Alberto, Ester, Heladio and 
Magdalena,, Sara, Mike and Adina, Nelson and Nidia, and Jeremias. Your dedication 
too the wellbeing of the Osa Peninsula has been very stimulating to me. In the capital, 
Sann José, I enjoyed the friendship and joyful company of Jesse, Soledad, Martine, 
Katia,, Mafalda, Jacqueline, Cecile, Adolfo, Myrtill e and Liliane, and others who 
managedd to distract me into dance and laughter from time to time. 
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Thankss are also due to Isabel Mac Donald from FECON and many, many 
otherss from Costa Rican organizations who helped me find pieces of the puzzle. 
Thankss also to Maria Antonieta Camacho Soto, Universidad Nacional de Heredia, 
forr supporting my first steps in fieldwork with lunch discussions and essential 
literature.. I would also like to thank Francisco Cordero, Guillermo Barquero and 
otherr experts for providing me with overall insights into what politics in Costa Rica 
iss like. 

Jeann Carrière passed away while I was writing my book. I am very grateful for 
thee warm and wise support and the joyful discussions we had in and outside the 
gatess of CEDLA. Ton Salman, thanks for the intensely thoughtful comments on my 
writings.. Joke Schrijvers, many thanks for showing me new ways of being a 
scientist,, for always approaching what I did from a positive angle, and for calling 
mee at home when I kept silent for too long. I used to whistle to myself while cycling 
too work at the Institute for Development Research Amsterdam and I would like to 
thankk all my beautiful colleagues I have had the pleasure of meeting over the years. 
Thankss to AGIDS, the University of Amsterdam and NWO-WOTRO for generously 
supportingg my work logistically and financially. I would like to thank Bob Symonds 
andd Howard Turner for their language editing support and Novib and my dear Novib 
colleaguess for allowing me to put some of my ideas into practice. 

II  am very grateful also to my parents, and Yorien, Huib and Gerrit, for offering 
mee their homes - and spaces in the middle of nowhere - to work on this book in 
silence,, yet surrounded by loving support. Lastly I would like to thank my family, 
goodd friends and musical mates for sharing their treasures with me and for 
stimulatingg my understanding and creativity in all aspects of life. Thanks to all of 
you. . 

Heleenn van den Hombergh, October 2004 


