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SurvivingSurviving Pastoral Decline 

Today,, a combination of factors put pastoralists under pressure of livelihood insecurity more than 
everr before. This book examines the changes that have occurred in the pastoral economy in nor-
thernn Kenya in the recent past and the emerging opportunities in order to cope with extreme 
levelss of poverty. This study sheds a new light on pastoralism as a production system on the one 
hand,, and the sedentarisation of pastoral peoples on the other. The study shows how mainstream 
academicc thinking on pastoralism still largely ignores the developments within pastoral societies 
themselves,, and why contrasting the mobility paradigm and sedentarisation policies is unfruitful. 
Itt argues for a redefinition of 'pastoralism' as a production system and as a social identity marker. 
Thee book makes a number of contributions with regards to issues of livestock marketing and 
restocking,, pastoral sedentarisation and 'agriculture in drylands', governance and access rights of 
waterr resources, social exclusion, livestock-based social relations and trust, management and 
economicss of protected areas, and resource-related conflicts. These issues are studied in the con-
textt of population growth, climatic and institutional changes. By combining environmental econ-
omics,, human ecology, anthropology and human geography the authors show how to bring toge-
therr insights from various disciplines in a constructive way. The book falsifies existing ideas of 
sociall  capital and social institutions as resources to be tapped in development to address rural 
poverty.. It also challenges the link between scarcity of natural resources and violent ethnic con-
flictss and explores the connection between livestock numbers and environmental degradation 
usingg qualitative and quantitative information. The authors focus on conservation problems to 
offerr major implications for policy on management of protected areas. They offer the possibility 
off  refocusing poverty issues and propose a more integrated approach to problems in risk-prone 
pastorall  areas, as well as development in African drylands. 'Surviving Pastoral Decline' is relevant 
forr readers interested in the livelihood and welfare of pastoral peoples. 


