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REGULATINGG U R B A N 
O F F I C EE P R O V I S I O N 

AA stud y of th e ebb and (lo w of regime s of urbanisatio n in 

Amsterda mm an d Frankfur t am Main , 1945 - 2 0 0 0 

Thiss  dissertatio n examine s the relationshi p bet we _ 

accumulatio nn of capita l throug h investment s in the . 

environment ,, and the ebb and flow of urbanisation . It i t assume d 

thatt  thi s relationshi p is mediate d by processe s of socio-spatia l 

regulation ,, on the platfor m of bot h the stat e and the econo — 

Ann understandin g is require d of thre e phenomena : offic e 

development ,, socio-spatia l regulation , and urbanisation . 

Bringin gg the institutiona l dynamic s that steer the processe s of 

urba nn chang e to centr e stage , it is argue d that economic , 

political ,, and spatia l relationship s co-evolv e in a path-dependen t 

manner .. This proces s is brough t to the for e by the use of the 

concep tt  of a "regim e of urbanization* . The ebb and flow of such 

ss is set out in two histori c case studies : Amsterda m and 

''  am Main . 

cities ,, over 50 years of offic e plannin g and offic e 

sionn is analysed , and conclusion s are put forwar d ab 

tura ll  reorientation s insid e bot h multi-scala r urba n 

lopmen tt  arenas . It if conclude d that , even in a globa l 

world ,, urbanisatio n is a locally-produce d process . Despit e 

factt  that the condition s for urba n plannin g have altere d 

fundamentally ,, necessitatin g a differen t plannin g style , a 

carefull yy  chose n loca l post-industria l developmen t polic y 
j ! "erenc ee in the internationa l economi c arena of 

ngee of capital , information , products , and pe 


