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Chapterr One

Introduction n
Introduction n
Thiss chapter describes the research background, problems, questions and goals, and
thee analytical framework that I use in my examination of gender violence. In the
researchh background I give a short description of the growing awareness of the
occurrencee of gender violence among Indonesians and the need for more serious
researchh on this issue. I also make clear that research focuses on one particular
plantationn community, and thus does not reflect the situation throughout Indonesia
owingg to the diversity of the Indonesian people, its islands, religions, cultures,
languagess and traditions. With particular reference to the Javanese community as my
researchh area, I present research problems and questions followed by a discussion on
thee conceptualization of gender violence concentrating on current debates in the field.
Withh regard to violence, I focus on the issues of categorization of gender violence,
especiallyy on its forms and spheres, and the impact of violent acts. Next, I present a
frameworkframework for analyzing risk factors, relevant theoretical concepts and approaches to
thee complexity and day-to-day experience of gender violence and relate these to the
existingg characteristics of women plantation workers. Finally, I present the outline for
thee book.
1.. Research Background
Thiss research examines the day-to-day experiences of gender violence among
womenn plantation workers in Central Java, Indonesia. As a female researcher, I am
intriguedd by the issue of gender violence, as in my view gender violence not only
violatess women's human rights but also hampers the realization of fundamental human
freedomfreedom and wellbeing generally. The growing awareness and recognition of gender
violencee issues and the need to overcome the problems associated with it illustrate that
thiss issue has entered the Indonesian public discourse . However, despite enormous
effortss on the part of NGOs and other women activist forums, serious research and
adequatee documentation of gender violence are lacking. In addition, government
responsess to the issue still leave much to be desired. Although a number of laws have
beenn signed and there have been a series of campaigns against gender violence, the fight

Ass elsewhere, international declarations and conferences have played an important role in the
developmentt of awareness among Indonesian scholars and activists. Following the decisions taken
andd incentives formulated at several international meetings and debates, Indonesian demands for
equall rights and a better life for women have increased significantly, mainly through women
activists'' campaigns and advocacy (see LBH APIK 1999). In addition, despite a clearly biased
approachh of the presentation of violence cases, media exposure of acts of violence against women
contributess to public acknowledgment of the phenomenon.
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too eliminate gender violence is still far from over . One goal of Indonesian women
activistss and organizations was the enactment of a law on the elimination of domestic
violence.. The conception of this law was initiated in 1997. After much effort, Law No.
23/20044 on the elimination of domestic violence was enacted on September 14, 2004,
onlyy a couple months after this book was completed. Now Indonesian women finally
havee a definitive law that can be used against perpetrators of gender violence. This law
nott only aims to eliminate violence by men against women, but all forms of violence
enactedd within the domestic sphere. It states that "domestic violence is violence against
anyone,, but particularly women, that results in suffering or physical, sexual,
psychological,, and/or economic violence". Female victims of violence are singled out in
thee law as they are seen as more vulnerable than men due to unequal gender relations in
Indonesiann society. This is the first time that Indonesian women have received attention
andd protection from the state and society. For women activist the final acceptance of the
laww by Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat (The House of Representatives) is seen as a major
breakthroughh in the acknowledgement by the Indonesian state and society of the need
forr legal support in the promotion and protection of women's right to be free from
violence.. The law also represents a break from the dichotomy of domestic and public
issuess since for a long time domestic violence was kept behind closed doors and not
supposedd to be brought into the public arena, including the court. It is hoped that this
laww will allow women to shatter the silence surrounding gender violence by reporting
theirr experiences of domestic violence . Prior to the announcement of this law, efforts
byy government and community institutions working in health, education, and policing
too seriously address the issue and formulate policies on gender violence lacked
transparencyy and did not solve the problem of gender violence. It is still premature and
tooo naive, however, to expect that this law will really make a difference. Women may
nott be in a position to have the law enforced. We have seen examples all over the world
off excellent but powerless laws. Thus, despite the new law, the need for empirical
researchh on gender violence in a local community taking into account the broader
contextt of its occurrence is still imperative. An additional issue for future research
wouldd be the concrete impact of the new law on the eradication of violence against
women. .
Itt is important that any attempt to overcome gender violence includes an
understandingg of Indonesia's broad geographical area, its rural-urban and inner Java-

Itt is worth mentioning that the gang rape of Chinese women and mass brutality known as the "May
tragedy"" in Jakarta (1998), prior to the fall of Indonesia's former president Suharto (in 1998), as
welll as violence against women by military in conflict areas, i.e. Aceh, Papua, Maluku, Poso, and
formerr East Timor (Timor Leste), have been crucial in inspiring greater public awareness of
violencee and have resulted in official government responses to the issue of violence, particularly
violencee against women.
Thiss law is seen as a mechanism that will reduce the occurrence of domestic violence. Even though
Indonesiaa lacks statistics on cases of gender violence, reports by organizations addressing violence
issuess suggest there is a 20.35% increase in violence against women cases annually (Venny, 2004).
Theree are also data suggesting that many women approve of wife-beating. In Indonesian Health
andd Demographics Survey 2002-2003, 24.8% of women approved of husbands who beat their
wives,, including for reasons such as cooking improper food, arguing with their husbands, going out
withoutt their husband's approval, taking care of children improperly, or refusing to have sex with
theirr husbands (Badan Pusat Statistik (BPS) dan ORC Macro, 2003).
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outerr Java disparities, its heterogeneity of ethnic groups, and its stratified social,
economic,, cultural, and religious groups. Each calls for different approaches to the
issue.. Keeping this complexity in mind, I conducted my research in a small plantation
communityy in Central Java. The selection of this rural Javanese plantation was based on
practicall and personal reasons. First, the area is geographically accessible. Second, I
havee lived most of my life in Javanese society, and thus am familiar with many aspects
off Javanese culture, customs, and traditions, as well as Javanese language. Many
anecdotes,, jokes, and events related to women plantation workers have been passed
downn orally to me since my childhood. It has only been since I developed an academic
genderr perspective that I have become aware of the existing class-based gender violence
directedd against women plantation workers, which are implicitly illustrated in those
stories.. The bitter experiences of plantation workers motivated me to unravel their harsh
lifee conditions and to grant them the opportunity to speak up for themselves. I chose a
teaa plantation because the majority of the labor force are women who work picking and
sortingg tea leaves (Sajhau and von Muralt 1987).
2.. Research Problems, Questions, and Objectives
2.1.. Research Problems
Onee central characteristic of Javanese culture is the ideal of establishing and
maintainingg a harmonious and peaceful way of life. From childhood onwards Javanese
aree socialized into a number of values and norms that precondition them to the proper
altitudess and behaviors of respect for elders and peers . In addition, religious teachmgs,
predominantlyy Islam, claim and reinforce the importance of these values and norms. In
thiss respect, the concept of rukun (social harmony) is particularly interesting. Mulder
(1978:39)) defines rukun as "a shooting over of differences, cooperation, mutual
assistance,, quietness of heart, and harmonious existence". Meanwhile, Jay (1969:66)
definess it as "a process of sharing through collective actions" such as in community
gotonggotong royong (mutual cooperation) during weddings, births, circumcisions, funerals,
thee building and repairing of houses, and farming. Geertz (1961:146-153) also stresses
thee ideal of (mutual) respect as a guide for social behavior in many different contexts,
tromm family to all levels of social relationships to maintain and uphold harmonious
sociall appearances.
Koentjaraningratt (1985:140), in turn, emphasizes affection and love as the Javanese
idealss underlying marital relationships. Since the husband is assumed to be his wife's
superiorr in age and status as the head of the household, his wife turns to him for advice
inn personal, marital, familial, and social matters. In the context of marriage, harmonious
sociall relationships are only maintained as long as the wife assumes responsibility for
thee family's practical affairs in the domestic sphere and the husband fulfils social and
economicc responsibilities in the public sphere. By conducting their roles, tasks and
responsibilitiess in separate social spheres, husbands and wives are perceived as
essentiallyy equal. As a prominent anthropologist and himself Javanese, Koentjaraningrat
Koentjaraningratt (1985:114-122) discusses some of these values and norms and shows how parents
tryy to instill their children's feelings of shame (isin) concerning improper behavior.
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oftenn refers to harmony between the husband and wife and neglects the potential for
conflictingg interests occurring in fulfilling their roles and expectations. However, Jay
(1969)) argues that there is a strong notion of a husband's superiority and wife's
inferiority,, which is perceived as complementary and characteristic for any married
couplee in Java . The extent to which ideal identities, ideal roles, and ideal relationships
betweenn men and women in marriage, family, and community are translated into the
day-to-dayy lives of Javanese people, however, must be carefully investigated.
Inn her review of conference papers on women and households in Indonesia, Nolten
(2000:6)) shows an immense gap between the daily reality and the ideologies which
existt at the national down to the personal level and which are translated into notions of
ideall households, roles and identities for men and women. She brings forward the
contradictionss that characterize ideologies at the various levels and at times lead to
untenablee situations (as women simply are unable to live up to all the expectations),
whilee at the same time appearing to give women room to maneuver and the possibility
too shape their lives in their own ways.
Thee work of two prominent anthropologists, Geertz (1961:42) and Jay (1969:92),
onn Javanese culture have also made clear the understanding and general acceptance of
women'ss authority in decision making in practical affairs, resulting from the fact that
womenn are considered to handle money well. This image is upheld in more recent
studiess focusing on women and household economy. Although these studies describe
womenn as ideologically inferior to men, their contribution to the household economy
givess them high status and autonomy through their control over economic resources6.
Hulll (1986) argues that the status of Javanese women appears to be ahead of that in
otherr Asian countries. It should be understood, however, that Javanese ideas of a
woman'ss proper place are prearranged and class-bound. It is important to distinguish
betweenn peasant and priyayi (noble) women (Locher-Scholten 2000). Peasant women
andd their husbands are equally responsible for family economy and wellbeing, while
priyayipriyayi women are idealized as submissive and dependent on their male counterparts.
Thee position of the latter, therefore, allows them to gain advantage over men in the
runningg of family enterprise and as the hidden household managers (Brenner 1996,
Weixx 2000).
Thee significant economic role of Javanese women, particularly from lower socioeconomicc groups, and their contribution to the household economy is often seen as a
positivee sign of the growing equality of men and women in power relations. One would
expectt that women's roles in household finances would evoke appreciation, respect, and
caree from their husbands, and that they, ideally, would also be respected by the
communityy for this. Additionally, it would be expected that women as wives and
mothers,, and as active members of the community's labor force, contributing directly to
thee welfare of the household economy, would be treated respectfully, and not be subject
too acts of violence in the domestic sphere and the workplace. However, in many cases,
Seee further Jay (1969:89-91) in his description of the ideal husband and wife in a Javanese family.
Stolerr 1977, Hull 1986, Keeler 1990, Alexander 1987, Papanek and Schwede 1988, Berninghausen
andd Kerstan 1991, and Van Velzen 1994.
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individualss have found themselves to be either the perpetrator or the victim of violence
makingg gender violence a common social phenomenon in Java, despite all of the
pronouncedd ideals of harmony and mutual respect. Harmony, indeed, has been snowed
underr by social hierarchy. Koentjaraningrat (1985) argues that in the achievement of
sociall harmony in the day-to-day life of the Javanese, the great reliance on respect of
thee senior and the superior can diminish the self-reliance of the inferior. In the marriage
context,, thus, the idea of the husband's superiority and the wife's inferiority remains
cruciall in their daily lives. Therefore, focusing on the ideal roles of men and women in
thee context of a Javanese family and community is a denial of actual behaviors and
contradictoryy roles. As indicated by Sciortino and Smyth (1995), the maintenance of the
Javanesee ideology of harmony, both within family and society, has led to a denial of
genderr violence. Harmony and violence as a reflection of disharmony are thus two sides
off the same coin.
Thee paradox between the Javanese ideal of living in harmony and the relatively
highh status of women related to their economic roles on the one hand and the incidence
off violence against women on the other is a valuable issue for research. Here, the
underlyingg assumption is that gender violence is a result of differing gender role
expectations,, gender inequality and hierarchical relations, shaped by a variety of
cultural,, political, social and economic factors. Even though an individual perpetrates
eachh act of violence, it has been demonstrated that violent behavior is strongly shaped
byy the wider socio-cultural context (Koss et al. 1994), in this case Javanese Indonesian
society.society. I assume that those women who are placed in the position of victims and/or
survivorss of violence will enlighten the understanding of this phenomenon. Their
perceptionss of and responses to gender violence are based on their subjective
experiences,, which can only be understood within the context of cultural, political,
sociall and economic factors. In addition to speaking about their experiences, the women
cann also elaborate on the ways in which they have learned to cope with violence,
revealingg the forms of resistance they use to survive these problems.
2.2.. Research Questions
Followingg the identification of the research problems, I pose two central questions
inn this research. The first is a series of exploratory questions: Do women workers on
plantationss in Central Java experience gender violence? If so, in what form, by whom,
why,, when and where; and what is the response of women plantation workers to their
experienceexperience of gender violence? The second is analytical: How have the social, cultural,
economic,, and political aspects of the macro and micro contexts of the women's living
environmentss shaped gender differentiation and gender roles, which ultimately
influencee the occurrence of gender violence and, at the same time, provide ways for
womenn to cope with it?
Too generate the answers to these central questions, further refining of the research
questionss was needed. Sub-questions include:
What acts of gender violence occur in domestic and workplace relationships?
How do women experience gender violence?
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What is the cause of violence as perceived by women?
How does such violence affect women physically and psychologically?
What are the characteristics of gender relations in the domestic and workplace
spheres? ?
How do social, cultural, economic, and political factors both within the local
contextt of the plantation community and the broader context of the Indonesian
statee influence gender power relations in the workplace and in the domestic
sphere? ?
What do men either as co-workers, supervisors, husbands or relatives have to say
aboutt violence committed by themselves and by other men?
What is the link between violence that takes place in the workplace and in the
domesticc sphere taking into account the plantation's social structure?
What policies and actions exist that aim to eliminate violence against women at
thee community, regional and national levels?
Does community awareness of the problem of gender violence exist and what
opportunitiess and constraints are produced by the social system regarding policies
andd actions taken to solve the problem?
2.3.. Research Objectives
Byy studying this community it is hoped to gain comprehensive information on the
differentt forms of gender violence, on factors contributing to its occurrence, and
women'ss perception of and responses to it. The proposed ethnographic study in a smallscalee plantation community, with its particular, strongly hierarchical and patriarchal
sociall structure, set in the larger context of Javanese society, aims to contribute to the
(stilll limited) efforts of the re-conceptualization of gender violence on the one hand7,
andd provide valuable advice for policymakers on the other. Conclusions drawn from
thiss micro study might prompt further research, through larger and possibly
comparativee and/or interdisciplinary studies.
3 .. Defining and Contextualizing Gender Violence
3.1.. Defining Gender Violence
Ass the title of the book suggests (Violence in the Day-to-Day Lives of Women
Plantationn Workers), this is a study of gender violence among women plantation
workerss in a rural Javanese setting. The term 'gender violence' is used here specifically
too point to the (occurrence of) violence directed against women. Thus the emphasis of
thiss study concerns "... [The] violent act directed by men against women, or which
affectss women disproportionately, because they are women...." (Richters 1994:3).
Otherr authors may use the term gender-based violence with the same concern to use
'gender'' as a point of departure in understanding the root of violence against women.
II employ a comprehensive approach which involves various forms of gender violence to examine
howw women perceive and experience violence. In this way, gender violence is re-conceptualized
fromm women's points of view, and does not merely follow the conceptualization by academics and
policymakers. .
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Astburyy (2003:159) uses the term gender-based violence to focus on the importance of
femalee gender as a structural determinant of health and a significant marker of
inequality,, injustice and ill treatment associated with violence and abuse. Similarly, this
studyy uses the term gender violence intentionally to stress the unequal relationship
betweenn genders, defining perpetrators (men) and victims/survivors (women). Gender
violencee may or may not be consciously used to perpetuate male power and control;
nonetheless,, the effect causes harm or suffering in ways that reinforce female
subordinationn (Hof and Richters 2000:55).
3.2.. Women as Victims and Women as Perpetrators?
Somee will argue that applying the term 'gender violence' to the occurrence of
violencee against women could be interpreted as insensitive to or even denying the
possibilityy of abusive behavior by women against other women or even against men.
Threee considerations should be made here. First, research in Western countries has
elicitedd that acts of violence committed by women against men not only occur less
frequentlyfrequently than those by men against women, but also that the vast majority of acts of
violencee committed by women can be seen as a reaction to men's behavior, as an
attemptt to fight back (Kelly 1996, Meyers 1997, McDowell 1999, Scaglion 1999).
Second,, when women are found to be as violent as men in intimate relationships
(Strausss 1999), then such acts of violence still differ from those perpetrated by men.
Accordingg to Kelly (1996:41), using violence "...from a position of powerlessness
(women)) cannot have the same foundations or the same meanings as that from a
positionn of powerfiilness (men)... even though the consequences for whom it is directed
towardss may be the same..." Third, when women are seen to be violent toward other
women,, they often do so as 'accomplices' of men to maintain patriarchal power, as in
thee case of female circumcision in African villages (Richters 1994:3) and foot-binding
inn China (Campbell 1999:268). These arguments are based on the assumption that
womenn as dominated individuals respond to violence committed against them, through
theirr agency and subjectivity. Thus, directing violence either against men or against
otherr women is seen as a way for women to protest against or resist their subservient
position. .
Nevertheless,, there are ongoing controversies and debates over women's abusive
behaviorss concerning the incidence of violence against men by women. Some
researcherss and men's rights groups try to raise awareness of the existence, extent, and
naturee of violence against men (The Council of Scientific Affairs 1994, Strauss 1999).
Theree is no doubt that women use violence against male partners in and outside
marriage.. The National Violence Against Women Survey (NAWS) by the United States
Departmentt of Justice (Tjaden and Thoenes 2000) confirmed that approximately 1.3
millionn women and 835,000 men are physically assaulted by an intimate partner
annuallyy in the United States. Despite the fact that men physically assaulted by female
partnerss comprise a smaller group, this substantial figure should not be taken for
granted.. Research on this matter is needed and should not reduce the attention and
concernn paid to victimized women. Since this research, however, concerns women as
victimss and/or survivors, and men as perpetrators, either as individuals or as part of the
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overalll social structure, other perpetrator-victim gender relationships are beyond its
scope. .
3 3 .. Distinguishing Various Forms of Gender Violence
Onee can distinguish between two broad types of violence, i.e. non-physical or
psychologicall violence on the one hand and physical violence on the other, although
theyy are not always separate or distinct from one another in practice. These two types
mustt be situated on a continuum ranging from non-lethal psychological abuse to severe
andd lethal physical violence including murder (Kelly 1988, Stanko 1988). Schuller
(1992:10-11)) following Gelles and Strauss (1979) defines violence at its most basic and
obviouss level namely 'physical violence' that is "an act carried out with the intention or
perceivedd intention of physically hurting another person". By adding a gender
dimensionn to this definition, Schuller characterizes physical violence as violent acts
perpetuatedd against women physically because they are women. These violent acts
physicallyy hurt a woman's body, mostly with the aim to coerce and subdue (TraitlerEspirituu 1996:68). Arias (1999:143-144) argues that relatively little attention has been
devotedd to psychological abuse, which following Strauss (1979), she defines as "verbal
andd non-verbal acts which symbolically hurt the other, or the use of threats to hurt the
other".. Both physical and psychological violence can be either sexual or non-sexual in
character.. 'Sexual violence' includes acts of violence related to unwanted sexual
advances,, such as sexual remarks, pressure for sexual favors and, ultimately, rape.
'Non-sexuall violence' involves mistreatment such as threats, intimidation or hostility,
ass expressions of men's control over women.
Whilee physical violence causes bodily harm to victims, non-physical violence
affectss women's psychological or mental wellbeing. Women suffering from physical
violencee often experience psychological disturbances as well (Heise 1998), and
psychologicall violence can influence both physical and mental health (Meyers 1997:7)
Itt is not easy, therefore, to clearly segregate between these forms of violence, nor
shouldd their effect on women be rigidly held as distinct. It is equally difficult to
distinguishh clearly between sexual and non-sexual violence, "...since patriarchy has
constructedd women's body as a sexual body, violence against women's bodies is almost
alwayss violence against women's sexuality..." (Traitler-Espiritu 1996:69). Both
physicall and non-physical forms of violence, therefore, affect the physical and mental
healthh of women, and both, ultimately, degrade women's dignity. In this respect, gender
violencee is both an issue of health and an issue of human rights.
3.4.. The Context of Gender Violence
Thee focus of a study of 'gender violence' can vary, depending on its objectives. It
mayy concern the sphere of occurrence, the various forms, and the relationship between
thee victim and the perpetrator. Many studies on gender violence in the domestic sphere
orr intimate relationships have focused on either sexually or non-sexually related
physicall abuse by male partners (Dobash and Dobash 1979, Strauss and Hotaling 1980,
McCloskeyy 1996, Levinson 1989, Hoff 1991, Hoffman 1994, Hyden 1994, Arriaga and
Oskampp 1999, Counts et al. 1999). Studies on gender violence in the workplace and
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otherr public domains are mostly concerned with the occurrence of sexual harassment,
physicall and/or verbal acts by male supervisors and/or co-workers (McKinnon 1979,
Schneiderr 1985, Glass 1988, Schneider 1991, Husbands 1992, Wall 1992, Collier 1995,
Skainee 1996). The commonality of these studies lies in the theoretically based definition
thatt gender violence, in whatever form and wherever it occurs, can only be understood
inn the context of relationships of unequal power between men and women, particularly
ass a control mechanism to maintain patterns of inequality, in favor of men.
4.. Challenges for the Study of Gender Violence in Non-Western
Countries s
Thee short list of above-mentioned studies reflects the growing attention of
researcherss and activists in North America and to a lesser extent in other highly
industrializedd Western countries to the study of gender violence in recent years.
Needlesss to say, gender violence is also evident in non-Western countries, but, as
Bennettt and Manderson (2003:4) indicate, the lack of access to research findings and
thee restriction of the circulation of relevant information in non-Western countries
sustainn the silence surrounding violence against women in Asian communities. This
situationn occurs for various reasons, e.g. the tendency not to publish research results due
too a lack of resources, the internal political pressure upon researchers not to make their
findingss public, the risk of stigmatizing or re-victimizing women, or the threat of
retaliationn from angered perpetrators and communities as well as lack of awareness and
difficultiess in naming such phenomena. In the Indonesian context, despite the growing
awarenesss of gender violence and recent progress made by the government in
addressingg the issue, women continue to be vulnerable to gender violence and it is a
largelyy ignored research topic for reasons similar to those mentioned above.
Studiess on gender violence in Western countries have emphasized certain
categoriess of physical and sexual violence involving a relatively defined (male)
perpetratorr and (female) victim who are either known to each other as
husbands/partners,, co-workers/persons in charge or unknown as strangers in public
places.. Arias (1999), following Strauss (1979), also mentions that still relatively little
attentionn has been devoted to psychological abuse. Acts of verbal aggression involving
threatss and intimidation are not likely to be lethal, but can nevertheless be harmful and
evenn devastating to women (Meyers 1997:7) and often have long lasting effects (Doyal
1995:55).. It is therefore important that the definition of violence not be restricted to
physicall violence (Richters 2001:139).
Inn the context of non-Western developing countries, there is an urgency to focus on
moree subtle forms of non-physical violence related to existing structural, cultural, and
religiouss determinants of gender violence. It is necessary to consider women's status in
non-Westernn countries as the principal determinant of gender and social relations.
Whilee women in developed countries generally have greater access to education,
employment,, and legal protection which allow for greaterfreedomsto name and escape
violencee in all of its forms and circumstances, women in other parts of the globe are
moree restricted by inequalities related to gender, poverty, age, religious interpretation,
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andd ethnicity . This structurally disadvantageous position leads to greater vulnerability
too acts of gender violence at all levels of power relations, and a decreased ability to
speakk openly of it.
Withinn this context, acts of violence may take different shapes and have different
characteristicss depending on the actors involved and the functioning factors allowing
forr the categorization of direct, indirect, and structural violence (Bennett and
Mandersonn 2003:2-3). Therefore, it is necessary to understand the connections between
directt violence, e.g. acts of interpersonal violence occurring directly and involving men
andd women as husband-wife, partners, co-workers, strangers, etc.; indirect violence,
throughh the functioning of control and fear that make women submissive and
dependent;; and structural violence related to gender, poverty, age, and ethnicity, that
subsequentlyy make women more vulnerable to other forms of direct and indirect
violence. .
Usingg this approach opens up the possibility to disclose types of economic violence
thatt occur in all of the above categories. Structural economic violence is faced by all
economicallyy disadvantaged women. Unequal gender relations and gender division of
laborr within a marriage also trigger other types of economic violence at the personal
level.. These include a denial or withdrawal of financial support; prohibiting the wife
fromfrom handling money; preventing the wife from taking employment outside the home or
engagingg in other activities that would lead to financial independence; total or partial
controll of a wife's finances, inheritance or employment income; and the use of
householdd money for men's drinking, gambling or drug habits. All of these forms of
economicc violence can ultimately harm women psychologically and socially; and
indirectlyy cause physical and sexual suffering.
Byy employing a comprehensive approach to gender violence which covers the
variouss forms and spheres of violence present in a single community, research
significantlyy addresses various violations of women's rights (Richters 1994 and 2001).
However,, both Richters (1994, 2001) and Heise (1994) are concerned that research
losess its focus when all-embracing definitions of gender violence are used which
includee all sorts of human rights violations. Here I would argue that the decision to
applyy a comprehensive approach, instead of a narrow one that focuses on only certain
formss of violence, to a particular sphere of gender relationships should depend on the
characteristicss and uniqueness of the community under research. The next section
providess the rationale for conducting comprehensive gender violence research in the
plantationn community using gender and human rights perspectives.
5.. The Approach to Gender Violence in the Plantation Community
Itt is hoped that by studying a relatively small community characterized by a highly
hierarchicall and male-dominated plantation social structure, insight into and
understandingg of women's experiences in surviving gender violence as a result of their

Hesterr et al. (1996), however, argue that despite the advantages of Western women, which can be
seenn in beneficial changes to laws and practices, they still face misunderstanding and/or reluctance
off the state to address the issue of gender violence properly and sensitively.
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positionss and status in the community can be gained. In their daily lives as wives,
mothers,, community members, and plantation workers, women are members of their
households,, community, and the plantation, all spheres which potentially perpetuate
violence.. Thus, this research attempts specifically to trace the features of gender and
sociall relations in the household and workplace to understand how these together act as
riskk factors for the occurrence of gender violence against women.
Thee concepts of 'gender' and more specifically 'gender violence' are Western
notionss that should be used with caution within the context of non-Western societies.
Ann ongoing debate concerning gender and violence involves feminist scholars and
anthropologistss (Harvey and Gow 1994). Anthropological studies have revealed that
genderr differences and unequal gender relations are not universally found to be the
samee as in Western societies. The division of labor and gender differences in nonWesternn societies do not always manifest themselves in the form of male domination
overr women. Feminist scholars, in contrast, argue that anthropological research fails to
discernn that gender relationships are a product of male supremacy, created by and
persistentlyy creating gender inequality. According to feminist scholars, acts of genderrelatedd violence are still being 'overlooked', perhaps even misunderstood, or
unrecognizedd as a result of male-female antagonism. Anthropologists, on the other
hand,, try hard to construct bodies of knowledge and understanding by describing the
occurrencee of gender violence practices from the point of view of those involved. In this
researchh a clear stand is taken. Following Harvey and Gow (1994:21), violence - and
hencee gender related violence - is here considered as "... by definition unacceptable, out
off control, beyond reason...." In this study the attention of the researcher is focused
primarilyy on recording the experiences of victims or survivors, in this case, women.
Similarly,, Hof and Richters (2000:56) argue that the concept of gender violence
presentss a classic example of the problem of universality versus cultural relativity of
individuall human rights taking into account the discrepancy between an outsider's
judgmentt in this respect and the judgment of the women concerned. There might be
somee disagreement among the women themselves and researchers to perceive and name
phenomenaa as 'violence against women', which directly involves male perpetrators and
femalee victims, even though the evidence is (physically) visible. By employing a
comprehensivee approach to gender violence in the lives of women the researcher has to
confrontt the issue of disqualification, denial, and normalness. This research perceives
genderr violence to be part and parcel of people's day-to-day lives on the plantation,
makingg men potential perpetrators of violence and women its potential objects. Both
genders,, however, tend to disqualify and/or deny the acts of violence in which they are
involved.. Some of the studies presented in the book by Bennett and Manderson (2003)
clearlyy show that in Asian communities cultural preoccupations with honor, shame and
sexuall purity of women are central in sustaining gender differentiation and gender
inequalityy while simultaneously justifying violence against women and depending upon
suchh violence to reinforce hegemonic systems of gender inequality. In this way, gender
violencee is considered to be 'normal'. Kleinman (2000:236) states that, "hierarchy and
inequality,, which are so fundamental to social structures, normalize violence".
Moreover,, gender violence can also be seen as working naturally as symbolic violence
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too maintain masculine domination and feminine submissiveness (Bourdieu 2001). In
orderr to relate the idea of normalness and the occurrence of gender violence,
Kleinnman'ss social violence and Bourdieu's masculine domination will be discussed in
sectionn 1.4.2.
Consequently,, research focusing on gender violence in the form of interpersonal
psychological/emotionall abuse and sexual harassment are riddled with problems of
namingg such acts and perceiving them as gender violence. Similarly, studying indirect
violencee by means of values, norms and control assigned to women and men
discriminately,, disproportionately, and unequally, as well as structural violence
perpetuatingg women's vulnerable positions -without necessarily leading to physical,
psychological,, and sexual suffering- has been challenged by a lack of women's and
men'ss social consciousness. However, these constraints on studying the various forms
andd spheres of violence taking place in a single community should not be considered
drawbacks.. I relied on my optimism to gain a comprehensive picture of gender
violence,, and address the issues of women's rights violations within the context of the
relativelyy small plantation community in rural Java as an integral part of the broader
contextt of the Indonesian state and society.
Thiss research is biased by a desire to respond to the failure to address real and
mundanee gender violence in the everyday lives of women plantation workers. It is
inadequatee to emphasize only certain forms of violence in only certain spheres of life,
suchh as domestic abuse and public sexual harassment. By simultaneously examining
violencee in the domestic and workplace spheres, it can be understood how women's
creativityy may be located in their everyday lives but also how real and mundane gender
violencee affect women's perceptions and responses to their experiences of gender
violencee (Das and Kleinman 2001:27). I am well aware that women as members of a
plantationn community are generally in a disadvantaged position, occupying the bottom
off the plantation labor structure, assuming gender role expectations, and suffering
genderr inequality, due to existing hierarchical relations, shaped by cultural, political,
sociall and economic factors. Haydn (2000:35) and Richters (2001:149) challenge the
tendencyy to emphasize (the occurrence of and) the effect of just one traumatic
experiencee such as rape. They argue that this tendency fails to unravel other traumas
andd the multiple forms of violence experienced by women. As far as the conditions of
womenn plantation workers are concerned, I assume that their vulnerable position is
multileveledd and intertwined with gender, labor, and social factors that make them fall
victimm to diverse forms of violence. In the plantation community, the need to improve
women'ss lives ought to therefore take into account all aspects of their lives, particularly
domesticc and work relationships.
Genderr violence, regardless the form in which it is committed, has a devastating
effectt on women's health. In this research I make no attempt to present a rigid
definitionn of gender violence. Instead, I employ a relatively open and multi-dimensional
definitionn of gender violence, which includes physical, psychological (verbal and nonverbal),, and sexual and non-sexual violence in all spheres of gender relationships. I
examinee risk factors related to gender violence such as gender role expectations
pertainingg in the community, women's status in the context of marital relationships, and
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householdd economic background, keeping in mind women's position at the bottom of
thee plantation's labor structure. Thus, gender violence is seen in two contexts. First, it
includess any physical and psychological, verbal and non verbal, sexual and non-sexual
actss committed and perpetuated by men directly or indirectly and experienced by
women,, either as wives or (co-) workers, in the form of threats, intimidation, coercion
andd assault, which result in physical, psychological, sexual, economic, and/or social
harmm to or suffering by women. Second, gender violence includes structural violence, in
thee form of discrimination and exploitation in harmful working conditions.
Byy employing gender and rights perspectives, gender violence is understood within
thee context of gender inequalities and violations of women's rights. Astbury (2003:160161)) argues that gender violence is an emblematic rights violation because it violates a
numberr of absolute human rights: the right to life, to freedom from entrapment and
coercivee control, freedom from torture, freedom from fear, and freedom from
movement.. It is expected that addressing gender violence within the context of a broad
humann rights perspective will result in the protection of and promotion of women's
humann rights to dignity, privacy, safety, education, and information, which will
substantiallyy strengthen women's ability to exercise their rights over health and
wellbeing.. By proposing this ethnography of gender violence among women plantation
workers,, I hope to come close to a holistic approach, which can disclose and offer deep
insightt into women's experiences of gender violence, to ultimately find solutions to
preventt and protect women from acts of violence in the intertwining domestic and work
spheres. .
6.. Analytical Framework
Thiss section describes the analytical framework of the research. It has been argued
thatt even though an act of violence occurs on a personal level, violent behavior takes
placee in a wider socio-cultural context. First, my research applies Heise's ecological
frameworkk (1998) in order to understand multilevel circumstances as determinants of
thee occurrence of and the resistance to gender violence. Second, owing to its focus on
thee day-to-day experiences of gender violence in a well-defined plantation community
(ass elaborated further in Chapter Three) which is characterized by gender differentiation
andd gender roles both in the context of the home and workplace, the research hinges on
Kleinman'ss concept of social violence in everyday life (2000) and on Bourdieu's
symbolicc violence related to masculine domination (1998, 2001). Third, to survive their
experiencess of gender violence, women resort to coping mechanisms by means of their
subjectivityy and agency. The chapter makes use of the conceptualization of women's
subjectivityy and agency in the context of gender relations and various forms of
resistancee as can be found in the work of Moore (1994) and Scott (1985,1990).
6.1.. Ecological Framework: Unraveling Risk Factors
Itt can be safely assumed that women's and men's perceptions of violence are
culturallyy bound. Any effort to truly understand and, ultimately, to put an end to gender
violencee should be based on careful investigation of the question of how gender and
violencee are constructed in a particular community, or culture, and especially how acts
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off violence are experienced and rationalized by women. Men and women are culturally
andd socially distinguished by gender differentiation (gender roles and gender related or
expectedd behaviors), resulting in differences of interpretation, which in turn, are
influencedd or even defined by individual background on the one hand, and by cultural,
social,, and economic factors on the other hand. All these underlying factors therefore
influencee the perceptions of perpetrators and victims of violence.
Tamezz (1996:13) has indicated that in all local cultures one encounters certain
valuess underlying the occurrence of gender violence. These values are subsequently
reinforcedd by the imposition of elements from other patriarchal social systems in which
thee local cultures are embedded. In the Indonesian context, in addition to local cultural
valuess and norms, other dominant factors include religious teachings, state gender
ideology,, and unstable socio-economic relations resulting from global industrialization.
InIn this research, I seek elements which link this small-scale well-defined plantation
communityy with its Central Javanese setting. These involve local values, norms and
influencess from Javanese culture on the one hand, and the larger context of the
Indonesiann state, with its permeating social, economic and political structures on the
other,, as well as factors which determine gender role expectations and gender
inequality,, both in the domestic sphere and the workplace. Informant responses that
deall with the occurrence of gender violence in its various forms and spheres include the
pointss of view of individuals (victims/perpetrators, family members, and other members
off the community). Through these interviews, the impact of the plantation's industrial
systemm in particular and the Indonesian state's economic and political system in general
onn those informants will become transparent.
Heisee (1998) proposes the ecological framework to explain the etiology of gender
violence.. Based on a wide range of studies in Western countries she developed this
frameworkk to understand partner violence. This model has been increasingly used
worldwidee to conceptualize violence as a multifaceted phenomenon that can be
understoodd from the interaction of personal, situational, and socio-cultural factors at
differentt levels of the social environment. This model is neither definitive nor complete
andd is still being developed and refined as a conceptual tool. Nevertheless, it helps to
distinguishh between the myriad influences on violence while providing a framework for
understandingg how these interact (World Health Organization 2002). The model
consistss of four levels of analysis that can best be visualized as four concentric circles
(seee Diagram 1.1). The innermost circle is the individual level that represents the
biologicall and personal history that influences behavior in a relationship. The second
circlee is the micro-system that represents the immediate context in which violence takes
place,, frequently in the family or other intimate or acquaintance relationships.
Thee third circle is the exo-system that represents the formal and informal
institutionss and social structures in which relationships are embedded—neighborhood,
workplace,, social networks, and peer groups. The outermost circle is the macro-system
thatt encompasses economic and social environments, including cultural norms.
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AA wide range of studies agrees that several risk factors at each of these levels
combinee to increase the likelihood that a particular man in a particular setting will abuse
hiss partner9:
At the individual level: relevant factors with regard to the perpetrator include
beingg abused as a child, witnessing marital violence in the home, having an absent
orr rejecting father, frequent use of alcohol, ownership of weapons, and loss of
status. .
At the family and relationship level: cross-cultural studies have cited male control
off wealth, decision-making within the family, and marital conflict as strong
predictorss of abuse.
At the community level: women's isolation, lack of social support, poverty and
loww socio-economic status, together with male peer groups condoning and
legitimizingg men's violence predict higher rates of violence.
At the societal level: studies around the world have found that violence against
womenn is most common where gender roles are rigidly defined and enforced and
wheree the concept of masculinity is linked to toughness, male honor, or
dominance.. Other cultural norms associated with abuse include tolerance of
physicall punishment of women and children, acceptance of violence as a means to
settlee interpersonal disputes, and the perception that men have "ownership" over
women. .
Inn the plantation community context, various factors contributing to the occurrence
off gender violence originate from beyond the boundaries of the local community i.e. the
broaderr political system of the society at large (the State). Therefore, women workers
mayy experience various and multiple forms of gender violence that can be understood
byy unraveling the risk factors at all levels of analysis. Clearly, contemporary gender
roless and expectations in Java are strongly rooted in historical as well as cultural norms
andd values. The developments of social, political and economic conditions, from the
periodd of pre-independence up to the 'New Order' era are seen to have reinforced the
existencee of strongly traditionalist cultural images and practices concerning gender and
genderr roles (see Chapter Five). Obviously, notions pertaining to gender equality, based
onn the exclusive division of labor and responsibilities among husbands and wives, have
beenn actively manipulated by reinforcement of culturally-linked inequality. The
workplace,, too, is characterized by task segregation, discrimination and exploitation
thatt have their roots in the interaction of social, cultural, economic, and political factors
thatt contain substantial gender imbalance and reinforce gender inequality (see Chapter
Four). .
Inn a society where gender inequalities are rooted, reinforced, and reproduced as in
thee case of Indonesia, and in the research site plantation community in rural Java,
womenn may individually encounter and collectively share a number of risk factors at all
Thee content of the ecological framework of gender violence and its risk factors have been widely
quotedd and reproduced. This version is reproduced from Richters (2001) based on the work of
Heisee (1998) and Heise et al (1999).
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levelss of analysis. However, these risk factors must be unraveled to understand which
factorss from each level are necessary for violence to occur and which must appear
togetherr to generate violence. While some risk factors may be unique to a particular
typee of violence and unique to a particular socio-cultural setting, more often the various
typess of violence share a number of risk factors. Consequently, the more risk factors
thatt are present and the stronger the interaction between the various risk factors, the
higherr the likelihood of violence and the more complex the necessary interventions to
preventt violence (Richters 2001:143).
Thee ecological framework has been developed as a theoretical model of risk factors
too understand partner violence based on a wide range of studies in Western countries.
Whenn I analyze gender violence in the context of women plantation workers in a rural
Javanesee setting there is an opportunity to identify potential risk factors associated with
thee occurrence of gender violence both in the domestic sphere and the workplace. To
whatt extent can this Western-based framework accommodate identifiable risk factors of
genderr violence in a rural Javanese plantation community taking into account the
personall history and characteristics of the individuals involved, the immediate family
context,, the immediate social context, and the broader Indonesian society? In addition,
too what extent can this model be used to identify specific risk factors of gender violence
inn the workplace? The advantage of employing an ecological framework is that it can be
modifiedd to the identifiable factors of a given community and therefore is not solely
applicablee to Western societies. In my research and analysis on gender violence in
domesticc and workplace relationships in the plantation community, this framework was
highlyy applicable.
6.2.. Violence as an Everyday Experience
II argue that gender violence may be perceived as ordinary for people living under
hierarchicall and unequal gender and social relations typical of the plantation community
underr research. It is important to further address this issue through Kleinman's concept
off social violence and Bourdieu's concept of symbolic violence of male domination in
orderr to clarify why gender violence occurs and how it can be seen as ordinary by the
womenn and men involved as its victims and perpetrators.
Focusingg on a well-defined plantation community, this research concentrates on
women'ss experiences of gender violence in their daily lives as workers, wives, and
mothers.. The plantation institution as a strongly hierarchical, male-dominated social
systemm involves a small number of managers at the top and a much larger number of
laborerss at the bottom, which has brought about the system's most prominent feature:
thee persistent poverty of plantation workers. The working conditions of the women
plantationn workers are a form of structural violence, which allows the occurrence of
specificc indirect and direct interpersonal gender violence. In this respect, it is important
too understand Kleinman's concept of social violence (Kleinman 2000). Kleinman
arguess that social violence takes multiple forms and dynamics and that the current
taxonomiess of violence (public versus domestic, ordinary against extreme political
violence)) are inadequate to understand either the use of violence in the social world or
thee multiplicity of its effects in collective and individual experiences and suffering.
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Moree importantly, he emphasizes social violence as the violence of everyday life, which
iss widespread and can be devastating, yet, too often goes unrecognized as a major
barrierr to human flourishing, even when physical violence is not the issue. Kleinman
arguess that social violence impacts local, national, and global social orders. It is
inflictedd on the body as well as on the moral experience of people in everyday life,
principallyy on the poor, but also on other classes (Kleinman et al. 1997).
Howw does social violence, which serves as a major barrier to human flourishing,
comee to be considered normal in everyday life? I argue that women's preoccupations
withh cultural ideas of gender differentiation and roles leads to their understanding of
theirr position with respect to gender relations in the household, workplace, and
community.. In this chapter, gender relations have been understood as relations of
dominationn in which social power is unequally exercised and controlled by men.
Unequall power relations shape and are shaped by everyday social practices and are
internalizedd by individuals and by the community. In this respect, it is hard to recognize
andd challenge gender violence because it is part and parcel of day-to-day domestic,
communityy and work life.
Inn addition to Kleinman's concept of social violence, Bourdieu's concept of
masculinee domination (2001) is crucial to explain why gender violence seems natural as
symbolicc violence. In theorizing gender relations, Bourdieu discusses the opposition
betweenn masculine and feminine, and unequal relations as the dominator and
dominated.. Bourdieu argues that male domination is so rooted in human collective
unconsciousnesss that people no longer even see how this domination works and
influencess thoughts and behaviors. It is difficult, therefore, to challenge domination
becausee it is so in tune with our expectations. He argues that male domination and the
wayss in which it is imposed is a prime example of paradoxical submission. Bourdieu
relicss on the doxa to see the character of the paradox. The doxa is the sum of social
beliefss or practices, which are seen as normative, as going unsaid, as being outside of
thee framework of challenge and criticism (Bourdieu 1998:1). With regard to gender
roless the doxa derives its force from everyday practices in the sexual division of labor.
Inn turn. Fowler (n.d.) sees these as "sweet rationale' in myths, which explains the
necessityy for things being as they are. This not only makes change difficult, but also
meanss that conditions are tenaciously maintained despite changes in economic
circumstancess (Thakur 1998). In the doxa certain aspects of relations, which are
culturall\\ arbitrary are transformed into something that appears natural. In this way he
seess male domination as an effect of what he calls symbolic violence, kta violence that is
hardl}} noticed, almost invisible for the victims on whom it is perpetuated; a violence
whichh is exercised principally via the purely symbolic channels of communication and
knowledgee (or, to be accurate, mis-knowledge) of recognition and, in the final analysis,
off feelings".
Further,, Bourdieu proposes habitus, a set of dispositions toward action that play a
rolee in the maintenance of male domination. Bourdieu defines habitus as a system of
modelss for the production of practices and a system of models for perception and
appreciationn of practices. Therefore, habitus implies a sense of one's place and also a
sensee of other's place (Bourdieu 1990:131). Rather than exercising power relations
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expressively,, male domination is maintained by acquiring power through habitus. In
thiss way, there are certain aspects of gender relations, which are mediated through
sociall practice and accepted by both sexes that structure the disposition of agents.
Bourdieuu makes clear that the maintenance of gender roles and inequalities in the form
off division of labor serve as mechanisms which are responsible for the transformation
off history into nature. Thakur (1998) has demonstrated that gender relations are
resistantt to change. This is because women's reproductive responsibilities and roles
differentiatee women from men, a biological difference which imbues gender
relationshipss with natural characteristics.
Howw does the idea of Bourdieu's concept of the maintenance of masculine
dominationn as symbolic violence fit into research on gender violence perpetuated
againstt women plantation workers? Assuming a powerful position over women, men
havee been the most affected by the dynamics of the power they have gained. Moore
(1994:154)) argues that it requires strength to be able to deal with dynamics of power,
forr "...the inability to maintain the fantasy of power triggers a crisis in the fantasy of
identity,, and violence is a means of resolving this crisis because it acts to reconfirm the
naturee of masculinity otherwise denied..." Thus violence can be seen as one way of
dealingg with threatened masculinity.
Threatss to masculinity can occur in various circumstances and concern both men
andd women. In the domestic sphere, a husband 'fantasizes' about domination over and
submissionn of his wife, without reflecting on whether he is able to properly perform his
rolee as breadwinner, or whether his wife takes a share in the responsibilities by working
outsidee the house. The inability of a married woman to fulfill her duties as a wife and
motherr is also susceptible to becoming a source of conflict, leading to outbursts or acts
off violence. The workplace is threatening as well because as engendered subjects in a
discriminatingg world most women workers are vulnerable to acts of violence. Real
and/orr perceived/imagined threats to masculinity result in numerous occurrences of
genderr violence, as masculine power is often expressed in such ways. Men, as
husbands,, supervisors or co-workers are expected to prove their masculinity both to
otherr men and women through expressions of their power, which can result in behavior
thatt is harmful to women. Such expressions of powei are seen as necessary by those in
powerfull positions to maintain their fantasies of identity. It is thus that perceived
threats,, in some occasions even more so than real threats, are often the cause of violent
conductt (Moore 1994:152).
Womenn are expected to behave and execute patterns of appropriateness. Attitudes
andd behaviors outside these defined patterns, which are labeled or considered as
attackingg or challenging the overall ideology, are often reason enough for members of a
community,, and their male counterparts in particular, to accuse women of being out of
control,, for which they deserve to be punished and brought under control. Violence
directedd against women, therefore, is often both a means of control and a mechanism to
maintainn men's identity and fantasies of power.
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6 3 .. Subjectivity and Agency: Understanding Women's Response and
Resistance e
Inn attempting to understand violence and the ways people respond to it, it is
importantt to understand the concepts of 'subjectivity' and 'agency'. This concerns
lookingg at the dynamism and creativity of 'agents' or 'actors' in finding ways to cope
withh the system and/or to survive repressive conditions. Feminist scholars have pointed
outt that violence directed against women is a systematic form of domination and social
controll by men over women in a male dominated, patriarchal society. This might
'explain'' why. in theory at least, most men could potentially use violence as a
p o w e r f u ll means of controlling women, bringing them into a subordinate position to
maintainn existing patriarchal social relations, which are advantageous to men. In reality,
subjectivityy and agency play important roles in the maintenance of patriarchal societal
institutions. .
Inn understanding the role of agency in women's responses and resistance toward
genderr violence, Moore's theory of violence (1994) is followed, with the engendered
subjectt as a starting point. Moore has stated that co-existent discourses on gender occur
inn every society, providing the possibility for each individual to take different subject
positions.. These positions should not be regarded as singular, fixed, and coherent, since
ann individual's self-representation can be multi-layered and often mutually
contradictoryy (1994:141). It is possible that within a single culture there co-exist gender
discoursess which emphasize either 'mutually exclusive' and different gender roles and
identities,, or that gender is conceived of processually as being man and woman. The
firstt is concerned with 'categories' of gender, the other with 'quality' of gender
(1994:144).. However, as has been indicated in the preceding sections, gender discourse
emphasizingg mutually exclusive and hierarchical categories of man/woman are more
oftenn dominant. Nevertheless, actual day-to-day gender relations of the dominant
discoursee can vary, allowing for a disparity or gap between the two levels.
Mooree further argues that multiple discourses co-existing within a single
communityy allow individuals to take different subject positions, either in similar or in
differentt situations. In pointing out which factors make individuals favor one or another
position,, Moore uses Holloway's (1990) formulation that this depends on what
advantagess and/or benefits this holds for an individual, or what 'investment' can be
gainedd from it. Such an 'investment' includes emotional, material, social, and/or
economicc benefits that an individual considers necessary for self-identity and
subjectivity.. Taking a subject position as a process of constructing self-identity and
subjectivityy is closely related to Moore's 'fantasies of identity': "...such fantasies of
identityy are linked with fantasies of power and agency in the world..." (Moore
1994:151).. The term 'fantasy' is seen as crucial, for, according to Moore, it emphasizes
thee "...often affective and subconscious nature of investment in various subject
positions,, and in the social strategies necessary to maintain that investment..."
(1994:151).. This means that men and women alike fantasize about themselves, and their
identity,, as well as the best way to maintain their 'ideal identity'. The need to develop
suchh an identity is strongly influenced by 'outside' factors such as social, cultural,
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political,, and historical conditions. Subsequently, an individual may draw on a range of
differentt strategies, either regressive or defensive, or integrating and creative, in an
effortt to adapt to a new situation (Ewing 1998:310).
Thee discussion above results in the understanding that human beings can be
consideredd 'gendered' in some ways. However, there are sometimes gaps between ideas
andd actions in which human agency becomes a crucial factor. In understanding
women'ss responses and resistance to their experiences of gender violence it is important
too see how ideas and actions are related. It is through the agency of women (and men)
thatt ideas are transformed into practice. This means that an ideology cannot just
automaticallyy be transformed into action, since individuals decide for themselves what
actionn will be taken ('autonomous action'). Agency, therefore, takes many shapes and
forms.. These inform the ways in which collective and individual actors seize
opportunitiess and give meaning to themselves and their lives. Giddens (1984) proposes
aa concept of agency that hinges on the idea of individuals who are capable of creatively
respondingg to and changing the circumstances in which they find themselves. Godddard
(2000:3,, 27) emphasizes agency as a capacity and willingness of actors to take steps in
relationn to their social situation. Based on the work of Lister (1997), this is defined as
thee capacity of individuals or groups to embark on a process of autonomous selfrealization.. These approaches agree that agency is 'located in a dialectic relationship
withh social structures' and 'embedded in social relations'.
Byy focusing on women's agency, the context in which gender violence occurs can
bee seen more clearly as well as the ways in which women survive such experiences. In
thiss way, any objection and resistance can be made with regard to gender inequalities
andd the social hierarchy that put women in a disadvantaged position vulnerable to
violence.. Here, Scott (1990:45) argues that "relations of domination are at the same
timee relations of resistance". Relating Scott's arguments to the study of women
plantationn workers' resistance, I would argue that being in a disadvantaged position,
womenn are not passive victims, but can be seen as using and applying strategies to cope
withh the problem of violence. In responding to their situations, therefore, some women
mayy express their anger directly and react aggressively, some may complain to others
butt not walk out of the abusive relationship they are in, others may keep quiet and hide
theirr distress, while some may pretend to be and look happy. There may also be some
womenn who resist their situation individually, while others need the support of relatives
orr friends to gain strength. However, from their position of powerlessness, women's
formss of resistance can be hidden, or "...typically avoid any direct or symbolic
confrontationn with authority or with elite norms,,," (Scott 1985:29). In this way, women
mayy develop 'weapons of the weak' to survive . Representing everyday forms of
resistancee in the context of conflict between rich and poor in the village, Scott's study is
relevantt to examine women's agency and resistance in the workplace. In this study,
Inn Weapons of the Weak, Scott (1985) looks at ordinary, everyday peasant resistance and the
reasonss open revolts are so rare in Sedaka. He discusses various forms of symbols, postulates, and
rhetoricc of a particular moral framework to do battle over issues of survival and advancement. In
hiss more recent study, Scott (1990) brings forward anonymity, euphemisms, grumbling, oral
culture,, folktales, symbolic inversion, and carnival as forms of disguise representing 'voice under
domination'. .
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whenn I analyze gender violence, women's agency and resistance in the domestic sphere,
II identify various forms of resistance engaged in by women to handle their subservient
positions. .
Finally,, addressing these different ways of resistance also contributes to a better
understandingg and use of the term 'survivor' (and 'victim') of violence. As a result of a
moree feminist approach the term 'victim' is sometimes substituted by 'survivor', in
orderr to both challenge the notions of victim and blame on the one hand, and make
visiblee women's resistance and coping strategies on the other. This also underlines the
factt that women have always found ways to cope (and/or have learnt to cope) and
survive. .
7.. B o o k Outline
Thiss book is divided into nine chapters. In this first chapter I have introduced the
researchh background, questions, and objectives, and the conceptualization of gender
violencee by summarizing current debates on gender and violence. I also discussed and
combinedd several concepts and theoretical approaches to develop the analytical
frameworkframework of the research. In Chapter Two, the methods for data collection, which I
considerr crucial in the research of gender violence issues, are described. Next, in
Chapterr Three, I discuss the Kaligua plantation community generally, by examining the
geographic,, social, economic and cultural conditions that have shaped current
communityy conditions. Chapters Four and Five contextualize my research, by first
examiningg the history of plantations in Indonesia, and then Indonesian government
policyy on gender issues. These two chapters provide an understanding of the macro
contextss that lie behind the existing micro contexts of the plantation community and
womenn workers. In Chapter Six, the main data on domestic violence from the research
sitee is put forth. Chapter Seven brings to the fore empirical cases with the purpose of
explainingg women's experiences of workplace violence. In Chapter Eight, I discuss
genderr violence in the plantation community which constitutes the centerpiece of this
research.. This chapter will revisit the conceptual and theoretical debate along with the
methodologyy presented in earlier chapters. It explains how women's experiences in
encounteringg day-to-day forms of gender violence and the ways in which they resist
themm is by and large related to the socio-cultural context of the wider local community,
off which they are members (ecological framework). This chapter also discusses how
women'ss perceptions and consciousness of gender relations in the home and workplace
aree determined by the notion of normality and the maintenance of masculine
dominationn and at the same time how their current conditions provide ways of resisting
byy the development of women's subjectivity and agency through individual and/or
collectivee action. Finally, Chapter Nine identifies and discusses crucial findings with
regardd to further research and policy recommendations.

