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Part I   Theory 

INTRODUCTION TO PART I 

Part I discusses theoretical issues concerning the expression of tense, modality 
and aspect by grammatical means. The semantic domains of tense, modality 
and aspect (hereafter, TMA) have been studied extensively in theoretical 
linguistics, from many different angles. Notwithstanding this enormous effort, 
the domains remain notoriously complex and hard to grasp. I will not discuss 
all different approaches to TMA. In this thesis, the description of TMA is 
embedded in the framework of Functional Grammar (Dik 1997a). This 
theoretical model of language provides an analysis of TMA that generalizes 
across different semantic functions within the domains, which leads to clear 
predictions about possible universals within the domain of TMA. The approach 
to TMA in Functional Grammar will be the subject of Chapter 2. 

Although TMA is described rather precisely in the theory of Functional 
Grammar, the current state of the art within this model does not suffice in all 
respects for this thesis. Therefore, Chapters 3 and 4 are dedicated to a more 
precise description of the domain of TMA. Insights from Functional Grammar 
and other approaches are used to (re)define the functions of the broad TMA 
domains and of specific semantic functions within these domains and to 
classify TMA categories according to their scope. The proposed definitions and 
classifications of TMA are assumed to have universal value.  

Finally, in Chapter 5, the relation between the domain of TMA and 
grammaticalization processes will be discussed. This discussion leads to the 
formulation of specific hypotheses concerning the limits on variation that may 
be expected to exist in TMA systems in languages of the world and in stages of 
first language acquisition.  




