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Part II  Typology 

INTRODUCTION TO PART II 

 
Now that the theoretical foundations of TMA have been defined in Part I, 
language-specific systems can be analyzed. Although variation is expected in the 
TMA systems of different languages, it was argued in 1.2 that it is also expected 
that this variation is not arbitrary. One factor that is supposed to define limits 
on variation is the scope of operators. Operators modify different parts of an 
utterance and, as a consequence, they serve different semantic and 
communicative functions. According to the Scope Hierarchy, operators with 
wide scope (π3) are more marked than operators with medial scope (π2) which 
in turn are more marked than operators with narrow scope (π1): π1-operator ⊂ 
π2-operator ⊂ π3-operator. Wide scope correlates with more complex and 
more abstract functions (see section 2.5). 

The general hypothesis in this thesis is that scope accounts for the possible 
variation in grammatical TMA systems both of adult languages and of stages in 
child language (5.5). Part II investigates the limits on variation in the TMA 
systems of adult languages, or, in the standard terminology, the limits on the 
typological variation in the domain of TMA. The question is whether the 
Scope Hierarchy is actually reflected in several domains of language, diachrony, 
frequency, synchronic configurations, expression form and expression order, 
such as formulated in 5.4. Chapter 6 will test the hypotheses H1 to H5 in the 
TMA system of English. There, the role of scope is investigated in detail. 
Chapter 7 will compare the TMA systems of 76 different languages to one 
another. This chapter will test H1 to H5 across languages and examine more 
generally the influence of scope on the possible variation in TMA systems. 




