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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Daniëlle Kreb was born on 5 September 1971 in Emmeloord in the Noordoostpolder, 

The Netherlands. She attended secondary high school, Gymnaseum at the Prof. Ter 

Veen Lyceum in Emmeloord and started with her study in Biology in 1992 at the 

University of Amsterdam. During the differentiation phase she choose subjects, which 

were amongst others related to Tropical Ecology, Nature Conservation, Animal 

Behaviour, Systematics and Biogeography, as well as Marine Biology, a subject which 

she attended at the University of Groningen. During her specialization phase in 1996 

she conducted fieldwork for eight months as an assistant in a radio-tracking field 

study of the Wildlife Conservation Research Unit at the University of Oxford, on the 

ecology of the Scottish wildcat, Felis silvestris grampia in the Angus Glens in Scotland. 

Thereafter in 1997, she conducted a two-months’ preliminary survey on the 

freshwater Irrawady dolphin in the Mahakam River in East Kalimantan, Indonesia. In 

1997 she obtained her Master of Science degree at the Faculty of Biology of the 

University of Amsterdam. In 1998 she assisted in surveys conducted by the Ocean 

Park Conservation Foundation on the distribution of the Indo-Pacific hump-backed 

dolphin, Sousa chinensis in the South China Sea near Hong Kong, as a volunteer to train 

in basic techniques for monitoring of cetaceans. Fieldwork in East Kalimantan was 

continued between February 1999 until September 2002 and involved surveys 

upstream the Mahakam River in order to study the freshwater Irrawaddy dolphins, as 

well as surveys for cetaceans along the coast of Kalimantan. Concerned with the 

“pesut Mahakam” population she co-founded a local NGO, Yayasan Konservasi 

RASI (Conservation Foundation for Rare Aquatic Species of Indonesia) in September 

2000 of which she became scientific advisor and developed a conservation program to 

protect the pesut population and its habitat. Conservation activities focusing on 

increasing awareness at different layers of society are being implemented currently. 

She also designed and supervised a one-year pilot research project in 2002 and 2003 

on a dugong population, which she discovered during her surveys in Balikpapan Bay. 

From December 2001 until December 2003, she fulfilled a Ph.D. candidacy position 

at the Research Group Systematics and Zoogeography of the Institute for Biodiversity 

and Ecosystem Dynamics/ Zoological Museum, Science Faculty, University of 

Amsterdam. Currently she is developing a research program directed at marine 

cetaceans near the Berau Islands in Northeast Kalimantan while continuing 

monitoring and conservation activities on the freshwater Irrawaddy dolphin 

population in the Mahakam River. Daniëlle is married to Budiono and has one 

daughter: Rhaudatul Jannah. 
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(INTER)NATIONAL CONGRESSES/ WORKSHOPS 

 

December 1999 - Participating in 13th Biennial Conference on the Biology of Marine 

Mammals, Maui, Hawai. 

June 2000 - Invited participant in the two-week 52nd  meeting of the International 

Whaling Commission within the Standing sub-Committee on Small Cetaceans, 

Adelaide, Australia. Presenting working paper. 

June 2001 - Official presentation at the governor’s office in Samarinda during a two 

days’ workshop in June 2001 on management of the Mahakam lakes together with 

local governmental organizations related to forestry and fisheries, NGO’s and the 

Universities of Samarinda and Yogyakarta. 

December 2003 - Ph.D. days 2003 in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. Oral 

(powerpoint) presentation – “Conservation and population biology of the freshwater 

Irrawaddy dolphin in Borneo”. Also, poster presentation, which received the prize for 

the best Ph.D poster “Getting the numbers right: evaluation of different census 

methods in abundance estimation of Irrawaddy river dolphins in Borneo”. 
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