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Thiss dissertation examines elements of style in machine printed texts 
andd proposes tools and techniques to characterize them. The visual 
stylee of a document imparts an immediate impression on the reader, 
allowingg immediate discrimination without analyzing i t s deeper 
structurall organization. Structural style is a measure of how the 
informationall content of a document is organized into homogeneous 
regions,, what their physical dimensions are, and their spatial 
relationshipss to each other. Textual style refers to the styling of 
thee constituent elements of homogeneous regions, to the style of the 
textlines,, words, and characters in them. The combination of these 
elementss of style establish implicit rules which authors use to encode 
informationn in documents so that readers can decode i t . Through 
characterizationn of the stylistic elements of machine printed texts, 
documentt understanding systems can exploit the implicit rules of style 
thatt humans take for granted. 
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