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PREFACEE AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT S 

Thee intellectual roots of this thesis evolved after finishing my Master of Arts in 
Internationall  Relations in 1995. Around that time, I started thinking seriously about what 
actorss initiate and propel social change. Frustrated by theories that emphasized the role 
off  the state and political leaders, I turned to civil society as the space where ordinary 
citizenss coalesce to form the groups that shape communities, countries, regions, and 
worldd systems. Of course, my interest in civil society did not anse from out of nowhere, 
.lustt a few years earlier, I had witnessed how people in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Unionn brought down totalitarian regimes that most experts assumed to be unassailable. 
Inn the wake of these dramatic transformations, prominent academics, journalists, 
politicians,, and intellectuals highlighted the importance of civil society in undermining 
oppressivee states and institutions on the other side of the Berlin Wall. As an observer of 
sociologicall  phenomena (I did not think of myself as a scholar in those days), I found 
thesee opinion leaders' arguments tantalizing as well as vague. What exactly did they 
meann when they talked about civil society? If civil society was such a progressive force, 
whyy didn't it overthrow the Soviet Empire before 1989? And if the significance of civil 
societyy was so obvious, why didn't opinion leaders predict the end of the Cold War? 

Energizedd by such questions, I wrote a research proposal for the Research Centre of 
u n cii  i i uuu i i ai r v ju i icai C^viivtuy ^i\J_,v_ i r i_^ di u lc v^ui v^iaiLV VJI r v i i i ö i c rua rn, a r g u i ng L11ÜL 

civill  societies played an important role in past and contemporary international relations. 
Whenn 1 began reading the relevant literature, however, I soon discovered that the idea of 
civill  society was extremely difficult to pin down. Some employed it to justify 
governmentt repression to safeguard "democratic freedom,'1 others invoked it to call for 
thee end of state interventionism and "liberalization." Both the conservative voices I 
opposedd and the progressive voices I supported referred to the civil society notion to 
supportt their arguments. 

Too avoid this conceptual ambivalence, I decided to focus on collective actors within civil 
societyy that clearly contributed to social change: social movements. After reading 
groundbreakingg books like De Verbeelding aan de Macht by Jan Willem Duyvendak and 
others.. From Mobilization to Revolution by Charles Tilly , and Power in Movement by 
Sidneyy Tarrow. I was convinced that I had made the right choice. After reading Doug 
Mcc Adam's Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, moreover, I 
kneww that 1 wanted to concentrate on the African-American civil rights movement. But 
howw could I add anything new to a field with such brilliant scholars? In retrospect, the 
answerr seems obvious. 

Whenn I began working on my dissertation in 1997, Robyn and I had just moved to the 
Netherlandss after living one year in Japan, another year in France, and about two years in 
thee United States. 1 had traced my biographical roots by returning to the United States 
andd Japan, while Robyn had fulfilled her childhood dream by residing in Paris. Now, I 
wass ready to build a life in the country where I had grown up. Given my personal 
background,, and given the strong national focus in the literature, it is not surprising that I 
eventuallyy chose to highlight the transnational dimension of social movements. More 
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specifically,, since several books on the African-American freedom struggle had alluded 
too Martin Luther King. Jr.'s debt to Gandhi, I decided to focus primarily on the 
relationshipp between the Indian independence movement and the American civil rights 
movement.. (At the time, I even hoped to extend my analysis to the influence of the latter 
onn the liberation theology movement in Brazil.) 

Basedd on my work at RECIPE. I applied for a Ph.D. scholarship at the Amsterdam 
Schooll  for Social Science Research (ASSR) and joined this branch of the university of 
Amsterdamm in September 1998. During the next four-and-a-half years, I took advantage 
off  all the privileges the ASSR offers its students. In early 1999, the ASSR funded my 
researchh trip to Atlanta, where I perused through the archives of the Martin Luther King 
Center,, and visited Stanford University, where I had an inspiring discussion with Doug 
McAdam.. (It was McAdam who advised me to focus exclusively on transnational 
diffusionn from India to the United States). In early 2000, the ASSR sponsored my 
journeyy to Delhi, where I found the necessary primary sources on Gandhi and Gandhian 
nonviolencee at the Jawaharlal Nehru University library. In the summer of 2000. it 
allowedd me to participate in the International Peace Research Association's annual 
conference,, during which I met Stellan Vinthagen and Senthil Ram, my two closest 
Gandhiann friends. The following year, I went to New York twice—the first time to take 
advantagee of materials at the New York Public Library, the second time to present a 
paperr during an International Sociological Association (ISA) meeting. Of course, I had 
noo idea that these would be my last chances to see the World Trade Center. And most 
recently,, I traveled to Tromso University, the northernmost university in the world, at the 
ASSR'ss expense. In Norway, I not only revived my ties with Stellan and Senthil, but 
alsoo found and planted the seeds for my next research project. I cannot thank the ASSR 
andd its staff enough for facilitating my transnational passages and research during these 
years.. I am particularly grateful to Hans Sonneveld, José Komen, Teun Bijvoet. Miriam 
May,, Anneke Dammers, and Annelies Dijkstra. 

Somee of my most important intellectual epiphanies came away from home and in the 
presencee of strangers. But these unexpected insights would not have been possible 
withoutt constant encouragement from my mentor and supervisors, or without the 
companyy of fellow Ph.D. students. First and foremost, I am indebted to Jan Willem 
Duyvendak.. for reading and commenting on all my drafts (no matter how rough), 
patientlyy listening to all my explanations and justifications (no matter how far-fetched), 
andd supporting all my academic initiatives (no matter how impractical). He has been 
muchh more than a mentor; during the last five years, he has been my example, employer, 
colleague,, collaborator, counselor, and friend. I also owe a great deal to Rosanne Rutten. 
whoo not only provided constructive criticism on my articles and chapters, but also 
enabledd me to develop my teaching skills. She demonstrates that friendly people need 
nott finish last in the academic rat race. And, as academic director and supervisor, Peter 
vann der Veer has always encouraged me to blaze my own academic trails instead of 
followingg those of others. Through his remarks and his own work, he has challenged me 
too engage in critical theory without sacrificing analytical or linguistic clarity. 
Furthermore.. 1 want to thank all the RECIPE and ASSR researchers who took the time to 
listenn to and talk with me during the last five years. The following list oUTellow-
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travelers""  is long yet far from complete: José de Abreu, Farsijana Adeney-Risakotta. 
Irr fan Ahmad. Mehdi Amineh. Eric Ansah, Leena Avonius, Erik Bahre, Harald Bekkers, 
Paull  Blokker. Talja Blokland, Jeremy Boissevain, Mattijs van den Bos, Jan Breman, 
Hanspeterr van den Broek, Christian Broer, Kamenko Bulic, Gianluca Carnabuci, Laurent 
Chambon,, Marianne Franklin, Alex Fernandez-Jilberto, Peter Geschiere, Rob van Ginkel, 
Johann Goudsblom, Francio Guadeloupe, Anita Hardon, Bart van Heerikhuizen, Gert 
Hekma.. Nienke van der Heide, Otto Holman, Henk Houweling, Keesung Jang, Gerd 
Junne,, Abdoulaye Kane, Paul Kapteyn, Jeroen de Kloet, Reinhilde König, Anouk de 
Koning,, Suzanne Kuik, Giselinde Kuipers, Courtney Lake, Baz Lecocq, Lizzy van 
Leeuwen,, Bob van der Linden, Marcel van der Linden, Hotze Lont, Marianne Marchand, 
Marcell  Maussen, Birgit Meyer, Eileen Moyer, Henk Overbeek, Bowen Paulle, Matthijs 
Pelkmans,, Peter Pels, Dick Pels, Lasse Peltonen, Kees van der Pijl, Song Ping, Pepijn van 
dee Port, Ali de Regt, Marina de Regt, Marieke Riethof, Gerda van Roozendaal, Mario 
Rutten,, Bert Schijf, Henk Schulte Nordholt, John Schuster, Alexandra Schüssler, Kees 
Schuyt,, Mangalika de Silva, Liora Sion, Ines Trigo de Sousa, Rachel Spronk, Patricia 
Spyer,, Ruud Stokvis, Bram de Svvaan, Getnet Tadele, Bono Thoden van Velzen, Oscar 
Yerkaaik.. Sikko Visscher, Jelle Visser, Don Weenink, Margit van Wessel, René Wiering, 
Nicoo Wilterdink, and Damian Zaitch. I hope the others wil l forgive my forgetfulness. 

II  also benefited from the expertise and critical remarks of prominent social scientists 
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myy arguments and clarify my theoretical framework. I am glad that I had the opportunity 
too meet him in Amsterdam and hope we can continue exchanging ideas in the future. 
Seann Scaimer's comments also contributed significantly to the quality of my drafts and 
manuscript,, despite the "virtual" nature of our cross-continental friendship. Other 
exemplaryy scholars and helpful readers include: Jeff Goodwin, Mustafa Emirbayer, 
Deborahh Martin, Dieter Rucht, Mario Diani, Doug McAdam, Claybome Carson, Mark 
Granovetter,, James Scott, David Strang, Susan Olzak, John Meyer, Nico Wilterdink, 
Giselindee Kuipers, Immanuel Wallerstein, Loi'c Wacquant, Hank Johnston, Jackie Smith, 
KarenKaren Lucas, Robert Connell, Stefaan Wal grave, Ruud Koopmans, Bas Arts, Bob 
Reinalda,, Gerda van Roozendaal, Brian Martin, and of course Stellan Vinthagen. And 
althoughh they remain anonymous, the peer reviewers of Passages, Peace Research, 
Mobilization,Mobilization, and Theoiy and Society stimulated me to make the most of my articles. 

Finally,, the last five years have confirmed the sociological principle that personal lif e and 
academicc endeavors are inextricably connected. Without the love and peace of mind that 
II  enjoyed (and continue to enjoy) at home, I would not have been able to make it through 
thee ups and downs of writing a dissertation. My deepest gratitude goes to the Payne 
family,, my parents-in-law Ronald and Barbara, my grandfather Henri, my brother 
Raymondd and his girlfriend Charlotte, and my parents David and Jeanette. Their support 
andd presence have made me who 1 am. Only a poet could adequately express my feelings 
forr my wife and son in words. All I can do is dedicate this book to Robyn and Julian, my 
twoo "buddies." 
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