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Preface e 

Off  the many people who supported me in writing this book I should like 
too mention the following. First, I would like to thank my supervisor, Professor 
Hannaa G. Sevenster. She gave me the confidence and advice I needed to write 
thiss book. I enjoyed our discussions on the 'mysteries' of integration very much 
andd I hope she did too. Second, I wish to express my gratitude to the members 
off  the PhD committee for reading my work, despite their busy schedules: Profes-
sorss René Barents, Kurt Deketelaere, Michael G. Faure, Leigh Y. Hancher, Jan 
H.. Jans, Niels S.J. Koeman and dr. Rosa Uylenburg. 

II  am also very grateful to all of my colleagues at the Centre for Environmen-
tall  Law, past and present. Not only did our regular discussions provide me with 
usefull  suggestions for my research and did my colleagues make the Centre a 
funn place to work. They also helped me to get familiar with Dutch culture and 
too 'integrate' into Dutch society. Thank you, in other words, for the many movie 
dates,, dinner parties, day trips, gossip sessions and wedding invitations, but also 
forr the Sinterklaas poems, the discussions on human nature and the personality 
tests.. I do forgive you for consistently making fun of my typical Flemish expres-
sionss and habits. 

Off  course, I also have to thank my friends. Thank you for cheering me on, 
forr putting up with the 'boring' monologues on my research (although it must 
havee been interesting to some of you, right, Veerle?) and for tolerating the fact 
thatt I did not always give you the time and energy that friends deserve (yes, Vix, 
youu are right, we are even). Special thanks to Priscilla for having the patience 
andd courage to read part of the book and to Ann-Katrin for helping me with a 
lastt minute research question. Your help was much appreciated. I especially also 
wantt to thank Ono for all his support and, in fact, for inspiring me to do this in 
thee first place. Finally, I owe many thanks to my family, in particular my mother 
andd sister. Thank you for supporting me in everyting I do and for continuously 
guardingg my well-being. 

NeleNele Dhondt 
Amsterdam,, March 2003 
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