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BEVERIDGE, WILLIAM HENRY (b. Rangpur. Bengal, 
India, 5 March 1879; d. Oxford, England, 16 March 1963), 
medical refonru social reform. 

Beveridge was born in Bengal, where his father was a dis­
trict sessions judge in the Indian Civil Service, and his mother 
a pioneer of education for Hindu women. He was sent to a 
Unitarian boarding school in Worcestershire at the age of 
five, and saw little of his parents during his childhood. At the 
age of eleven he won a scholarship to Charterhouse school, 
where he excelled at mathematics and classics, although his 
real passion was for natural science and astronomy. 

He went as an exhibitioner in 1897 to Balliol College, 
Oxford. After a year working with a commercial barrister in 
London, he went to University College Oxford on a prize 
fellowship and took a bachelor of law degree in 1903. How­
ever, he switched careers to investigate social problems from 
a position as sub-warden at Toynbee Hall—a settlement in 
the East End of London, staffed by Oxford University per­
sonnel. This move had been inspired by Beveridge's reading 
of T. H. Huxley (1825-1895), who claimed that social prob­
lems required the rigorous application of social science 
techniques, in much the same way as the natural sciences 
used their techniques. 

At Toynbee Hall Beveridge formed close alliances with a 
number of key reformers, especially Sidney (1859-1947) and 
Beatrice Webb (1858-1943), the Fabian socialists. Beveridge 
took a particular interest in the campaigns for a national 
minimum wage and old age pensions. Between 1904 and 
1909, he researched and subsequently published a pioneer­
ing study: Unemployment: A Problem of Industry. In 1905 he 
began to write for the Morning Post, producing nearly 1,000 
leading articles on socio-economic issues. 

In 1907 Beveridge was introduced by the Webbs to Win­
ston Churchill (1874-1965), the new Liberal President of 
the Board of Trade, and the following year he became a civil 
servant, working on the Labour Exchanges Act of 1909 and 
the National Insurance Act of 1911. During World War I he 
was seconded to the Ministry of Munitions, but his poor 
relations with the unions meant that he was not transferred 
as he hoped to the new Ministry of Labour. Instead he went 
to the Ministry of Food, where he became one of the young­
est Permanent Secretaries in 1919. He resigned from the 
civil service in 1919 to take up the directorship of the Lon­
don School of Economics (LSE). 

Beveridge attracted a number of social sciences experts to 
the LSE, including H. J. Laski. In 1937 he moved as Master to 
University College Oxford. With the threat of war, he was 
keen to return to a policymaking role, but it was not until 
December 1940 that he achieved this. He then exploited a 
broad brief to conduct a social services inquiry in June 1941 
to accomplish one of the most significant surveys of the 
twentieth century. Published to unexpected widespread 
public acclaim in 1942, Beveridge's report, Social Insurance 
and Allied Services, exposed Britain's problems with the 'five 
giants' of idleness, ignorance, disease, squalor, and want. 

Beveridge reinforced the work of earlier social scientists 
such as Edwin Chadwick (1800-1890), Charles Booth 
(1840-1916),and Joseph Rowntree(1801-1859) in showing 
that there were clear links between low income, poor hous­
ing, and poor health. He interviewed hundreds of working 
class families, who along with leading economists, testified 
to the impact of the inter-war economic depression and 
fragmented health care system on the nation's health. Fur­
thermore, the wartime Emergency Medical Service had 
demonstrated that it was possible to provide an integrated, 
state-run service. The 1942 report provided a blueprint for 
universal social insurance, including a comprehensive 
national health service, free at the point of delivery, along 
with family, unemployment, and old age benefits. More 
than 70,000 copies were sold in the first few days after pub­
lication, putting considerable pressure on the government. 

Beveridge actively promoted his plans and entered par­
liament as a Liberal MP for Berwick upon Tweed. He lost his 
seat after only a year, and went to the House of Lords in 
1946. Aneurin Bevan, new Minister of Health and Housing 
in the 1945 Labour government, adopted his plan for a 
national health service. After a period of bitter negotiations 
with the medical profession, Bevan succeeded in passing the 
NHS Act in 1946, and the service came into operation on 5 
July 1948. 
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Sally Sheard 

BEVERWIJCK, JOHAN VAN (b. Dordrecht, the Neth­
erlands, 17 November 1594; d. Dordrecht, 19 January 1647), 
medicine, anatomy, surgery. 

Born into a distinguished family in Dordrecht, van Bev-
erwijck was a typical self-confident burgher of the Protes­
tant Dutch Republic. His father was a cloth merchant, and 
his mother, Maria Boot van Wezel, was a distant relative of 
the sixteenth-century anatomist Andreas Vesalius. At the 
Dordrecht Latin school, the famous scholar Gerardus Vos-
sius taught van Beverwijck the principles of classical rheto­
ric, which can be traced throughout his writings. He started 
his medical studies at Leiden (1611-15) and completed his 
training at several European universities, including Paris, 
Lyon, Montpellier, Bologna, Padua (graduation, probably 
1617), Basel, Heidelberg, and Leuven. 

In 1618 he started to practice as a family doctor and chem­
ist in Dordrecht, where he joined the local elite and held 
many official medical and nonmedical positions. In 1625 he 
became the official town physician, and from 1634 until 1643 
he lectured anatomy to surgeons and laymen. He also trained 
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and examined midwives. In his extensive social network we 
find politicians (he was the private doctor of the De Witt fam­
ily), lawyers, clergymen, writers, and medical colleagues. 

Van Beverwijck was well-read in the history of medicine 
and he eagerly conducted experiments, especially in the field 
of anatomy. He was the first Dutch physician to acknowl­
edge Williaih Harvey's ideas on the circulation of the blood; 
he expanded on them in a treatise on bladder and renal, 
stones [De calculo renum & vesicae liber singidaris, 1638; 
translated into Dutch as Steen-stuck). 

He wrote widely on medical subjects, but also on topics 
such as history or the qualities of the female sex. Between 
1636 and 1645 he published the famous trilogy Sj:hat der 
Gesontheyt, Schat der Ongesontheyt, and Heel-konste [Trea­
sury of Health, Treasury of Illness, and Surgery]. This first 
complete and often reprinted medical encyclopedia in Dutch 
offered doctors and laymen a systematic survey of conditions 
of health, as well as the causes and treatments of all known 
diseases. It was based on the classical Galenic doctrine of the 
four humors and supplemented with the ideas of Harvey. 

Van Beverwijck's trilogy was written in a clear, matter-of-
fact style, vrith many humorous observations, and his expla­
nations followed a steady pattern. First of all, he was confi­
dent that God has enabled mankind to guard its health. Next, 
he observed each disease critically, comparing historical and 
contemporary medical reports with his own experience. He 
also took into account whatever useful information he could 
get from other sources, including the Bible, books on mythol­
ogy and world history, travel stories, novels, and poetry. With 
regard to the latter, he received help from a friend, the popu­
lar poet Jacob Cats, who enriched the text with verse summa­
ries. Accordingly, this medical encyclopedia offered useful 
insights and practical advice, but was also a book of miscel­
laneous content, full of fascinating stories that perfectly dem­
onstrated the well-known Renaissance combination of iitilis 
[useful) and dulcis [attractive]. 
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Lia van Gemert 

BIAN QUE J iSI (aka QIN YUEREN # j ® A ) (b. Mo %, 
Bo Hai WlM [now Renqiu flfiC] Hebei, China; fl. c. sixth to f 
fifth century BCE), Chinese medicine. • 

Bian Que was a physician whose deeds and achievements 
are documented in many Chinese sources. The most detailed : 
description is in Sima Qian's B] , ^ ^ (c. 145 or 135 BCE) -
'Biography of Bian Que' recorded in Shiji Sfeiiii [Records of 
History], the first general history of China presented in a 
series of biographies. Sima Qian recorded only one other 
biography—that of the Han physician Chunyu Yi J ^ ^ S , 
who lived some three centuries later than Bian Que's puta­
tive dates. Before these two biographies, there were just two 
brief accounts of physicians, Yi He ^ ^ and Yi Huan ^ ^ . 
They were recorded in Zuo Zhuan 3:'i%a commentary on the 
chronicle of the reigns of the twelve dukes of the state of Lu 
® (722 BCE). 

Despite Bian Que's reputation for being an outstanding 
physician with wide-ranging experience, scholars differ in 
their interpretations of Sima Qian's account, and there is no 
consensus about the details of Bian Que's name, place of 
birth, and lifespan. The main themes that emerge in that 
account are summarized here, with evidence from my own 
research, including an introduction to the life and achieve­
ments of Bian Que. 

Sima Qian's account is the source for Bian Que's name 
and place of birth, which lay at the borders of the states of Qi 
^ , Zhao M, and Yan ?Kt during the Spring and Autumn and 
Warring States periods (770-221 BCE).V/hen Bian Que was 
young, he was the manager of a hotel in Mo ^ (now in Ren 
Qiu county, Hebei Province). Over a ten-year period, one 
customer, Chang Sang Jun ^ ^ 1 ^ , would often stay at the 
hotel when traveling to and from the town. Bian Que 
believed his customer to be an extraordinary man, and 
Chang Sang Jun also had respect for Bian Que. 

One day, Chang Sang Jun invited Bian Que for a private 
interview. He told Bian Que that since he was very old, he 
would like to pass on some secret prescriptions that had 
been handed down in his family for generations. Bian Que 
accepted the offer with due gratitude and propriety. Later, 
he changed his occupation, becoming a physician who trav­
eled through the states of Qi, Zhao, and Yan to offer his ser­
vices. He was skilled in remedies and techniques for the 
treatment of a variety of illnesses, providing not only inter­
nal medicine—herbs and drugs—but also whatever surgi­
cal, gynecological, and pediatric care the local people 
needed. His therapies were of such excellence that he was 
held in high repute. 

Bian Que's original name was Qin Yueren, which he 
used when practicing, and he was called Bian Que when he 
was practicing in the state of Zhao. At that time, Bian was 
an unusual surname and Que was rarely used as a given 
name. So why was Qin Yueren nicknamed Bian Que by the 
people of Zhao? First, the ancient Chinese character for 
Bian ^ was interchangeable \ -th j§ , in that these graphic 
variants shared a common pronunciation and application. 


