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BEVERWIJCK, JOHAN VAN (b. Dordrecht, the Neth-
erlands, 17 November 1594; d. Dordrecht, 19 January 1647),
medicine, anatomy, surgery.

Born into a distinguished family in Dordrecht, van Bev-
erwijck was a typical self-confident burgher of the Protes-
tant Dutch Republic. His father was a cloth merchant, and
his mother, Maria Boot van Wezel, was a distant relative of
the sixteenth-century anatomist Andreas Vesalius. At the
Dordrecht Latin school, the famous scholar Gerardus Vos-
sius taught van Beverwijck the principles of classical rheto-
ric, which can be traced throughout his writings. He started
his medical studies at Leiden (1611-15) and completed his
training at several European universities, including Paris,
Lyon, Montpellier, Bologna, Padua (graduation, probably
1617), Basel, Heidelberg, and Leuven.

In 1618 he started to practice as a family doctor and chem-
ist in Dordrecht, where he joined the local elite and held
many official medical and nonmedical positions. In 1625 he
became the official town physician, and from 1634 until 1643
he lectured anatomy to surgeons and laymen. He also trained
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and examined midwives. In his extensive social network we
find politicians (he was the private doctor of the De Witt fam-
ily), lawyers, clergymen, writers, and medical colleagues.

Van Beverwijck was well-read in the history of medicine
and he eagerly conducted experiments, especially in the field
of anatomy. He was the first Dutch physician to acknowl-
edge Williarh Harvey's ideas on the circulation of the blood;
he expanded on them in a treatise on bladder and renal
stones (De calculo renum & vesicae liber singularis, 1638;
translated into Dutch as Steen-stuck).

He wrote widely on medical subjects, but also on topics
such as history or the qualities of the female sex. Between
1636 and 1645 he published the famous trilogy Schat der
Gesontheyt, Schat der Ongesontheyt, and Heel-konste | Trea-
sury of Health, Treasury of Illness, and Surgery]. This first
complete and often reprinted medical encyclopedia in Dutch
offered doctors and laymen a systematic survey of conditions
of health, as well as the causes and treatments of all known
diseases. It was based on the classical Galenic doctrine of the
four humors and supplemented with the ideas of Harvey.

Van Beverwijck’s trilogy was written in a clear, matter-of-
fact style, with many humorous observations, and his expla-
nations followed a steady pattern. First of all, he was confi-
dent that God has enabled mankind to guard its health. Next,
he observed each disease critically, comparing historical and
contemporary medical reports with his own experience. He
also took into account whatever useful information he could
get from other sources, including the Bible, books on mythol-
ogy and world history, travel stories, novels, and poetry. With
regard to the latter, he received help from a friend, the popu-
lar poet Jacob Cats, who enriched the text with verse summa-
ries. Accordingly, this medical encyclopedia offered useful
insights and practical advice, but was also a book of miscel-
laneous content, full of fascinating stories that perfectly dem-
onstrated the well-known Renaissance combination of utilis
{useful] and dulcis [attractive].
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