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‘In solemn moments such as this I have put my trust’  
Leonard Cohen, Memories (1977) 
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When I was asked to do this study, I was quite afraid that being a PhD candidate would 
only mean long days in the office or library. I cannot deny that that was a part of my 
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guide. His humour and down-to-earth character, combined with the enormous encour-
agement and trust he gives to young people overwhelmed me sometimes. In one of the 
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course on policy analysis. We made quite a name for ourselves at European level! En-
rico combined sarcastic humour and sharp observations with solid academic advice on 
the direction my research should take.  
 
Apart from my two promoters, a special word of thanks is due to some other academics 
who helped me to structure my ideas during the course of this research. I would like to 
thank Patsy Healey, Paul Kantor, Tim Marshall and Morag Torrance especially for their 
valuable discussions or comments on my work. The study group on multiple intensive 
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ban Planning) in Copenhagen. I would like to express my gratitude to John Jorgensen 
of KVL and all the other charming people like Birte Munch Jensen and Høgni Kalsø 
Hansen who made my stay in Copenhagen so pleasant. A special word of thanks is also 
due to Jesper Buch Jakobsen from the city hall for sharing his network and Dan Chris-
tensen for his time and very personal accounts about the origin of the project. Many 
others, like Anne-Grethe Foss, John Andersen, Kurt Bligaard Pedersen, Jan Liliendahl 
Larsen, Lars Nielsen and David Rehling, gave very insightful interviews about the 
Ørestad project. All the respondent are mentioned in the Appendix. Laila Ruttel, a 
planning student from the University of Amsterdam who was at Roskilde University at 
the time played an important role as regards translations. 
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on the Barcelona case thanks to a two month stay at the Institut ’d Estudis Territorials. I 
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ally, but I would like to refer to some people who were very important to me. First of 
all my roommates Stefan Metaal, Marjolijn van der Klis and in the last period Thea 
Dukes. It was Stefan who introduced me to the research milieu, and helped me to ac-
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West brought me into contact with Charlie Tocci, a dedicated connoisseur of baseball 
and other fascinating aspects of American culture, and the wonderfully gifted Emma 
Nishimoto. In the East, I really wish to thank Mee Kam Ng for facilitating my current 
position as visiting assistant professor at the Centre for Urban Planning and Environ-
mental Management at Hong Kong University. In the last two months it has proven to 
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Closer to my Dutch home there were my old friends who have probably been wonder-
ing where I was all the time. They always retained a refreshing scepticism of my pro-
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de Fockert, William Smit, Gordon de Munck and Koen Vervoort amused themselves 
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