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Part One of this book sketches the field of peacebuilding, including the 
background and nature of current-day wars, and the role of NGOs in that 
context. It pays attention to the role and place of local NGOs in 
contemporary peacebuilding processes, asking what their position in the 
wider field of actors and processes means for the knowledge on which 
they base their work and the learning they engage in. In addition, Part 
One develops an initial rudimentary model of the knowledge processes 
of local peace organisations based on literature about learning, 
knowledge management, and knowledge sharing of NGOs, as well as on 
some findings from the interviews done with local peace NGO staff, 
particularly regarding their knowledge demand and supply.  
 
Having introduced the field of peacebuilding, its context, and the role 
NGOs play in it in chapter one, chapter two looks at the concept of 
knowledge in relation to peacebuilding. What is peacebuilding 
knowledge and where does it come from? Next, in chapter three the 
general characteristics of organisational learning processes are explored 
and applied to peace and development NGOs. An initial model that 
outlines the knowledge processes of local peace NGOs, interactions and 
relationships ensues at the end of chapter three. This model will be 
further developed as the book unfolds, taking into account the specific 
characteristics, opportunities and constraints that peace organisations 
face. At the end of Part One, the methodology used in collecting this 
information will be discussed. 
 
 



  


