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Grüne-Yanoﬀ, Sven Ove Hansson, Paul Harrenstein, Andreas Herzig, Brian Hill,
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Adri Bon for their being so nice and warm. They were always immediately ready
to help with any administrative or other non-scientiﬁc problem.
My Chinese friends in Amsterdam have been a big family for me. Whenever I
need a hand, they are always available. I thank them for their help and entertainment: Bo Gao, Hai Hu, Yuli Huo, Fangbin Liu, Huiye Ma, Zhenwei Pu, Bosheng
Tsai, Xiaoping Wei, Yanjing Wang, Yingying Wang, Hang Wang, Mengxiao Wu,
Ming Wu, Jie Xie, Fan Yang, Junwei Yu, Shibiao Zhang. In particular, I want to
thank Zhisheng Huang and his family for all their care these years.
I also want to thank my colleagues in Beijing: Junren Wan, Xiaochao Wang,
and Lu Wang at Tsinghua University, Jingyuan Li, Shangmin Wu, Dikun Xie,
and Qingyu Zhang at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, for their generous
consideration in allowing me to ﬁnish my thesis abroad.
Finally, I thank my husband Xiaowei Song for his quiet support and patience
that enabled me to complete this work.
Fenrong Liu
Amsterdam, January, 2008.
x

