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Preface

As an unexperienced researcher, I have been lucky and privileged to spend the
last four years working with some world’s experts in the field I am interested in.
At the same time, my office has been only couple of meters away from one of
the best libraries for mathematics and computer science on the globe. Officially,
I have been a PhD student in the PNA-1 group at the Centrum voor Wiskunde
en Informatica in Amsterdam.

I have been also lucky to have Monique Laurent as my supervisor. First of
all, I am grateful to her for giving me the opportunity to work in a stimulating
research environment. I appreciate very much her patience and the time spent
on discussing all (ridiculous and reasonable) ideas I have had. Her guidance in
the research process has been very important and has resulted in several joint
papers and this thesis. Finally, I am indebted for her understanding and help
in my extraordinary life circumstances.

I am beholden to professor Alexander Schrijver for offering me the possibility
to defend my doctoral thesis at the University of Amsterdam.

Under the favour of professor Franz Rendl I have conducted two productive
working visits at the University of Klagenfurt. I want to thank his former
students Angelika Wiegele, Janez Povh and Igor Dukanovic for their hospitality,
cooperation, and disinterested support when I needed tailor-made versions of
their codes.

During four years in Amsterdam many positive characters entered my life. I
am thankful to all of them and I apologise to those that are not mentioned below.
I have learned a lot from the discussions and seminars I had with my colleagues
Hartwig Bosse, Jarek Byrka, Rob Economopoulos, Dion Gijswijt, Erik Jan van
Leeuwen, Gábor Maróti, Beniamin Mounits, Fernando Mario de Oliveira Filho,
Steven Kelk, Frank Vallentin and many others. My flatmates, Leif Azzopardi,
Matthieu Jonckheere, Eike Kiltz, Lasse Leskela, Krzysztof Pietrzak and Falk
Unger have made my life, far from my family, easier, and are, indubitably, great
companions (sorry Hardy, you are already mentioned above).

I am thankful to Dion for his assistance with ‘Samenvatting’ and to Rob for
proof reading some of the sections of this thesis.

Special thanks go to my family, to Maja, Ilija and Bogdan, for their love,
patience and support.

Amsterdam, January 2008.
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