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This thesis is the result of research into the application of magnetic methods for Dutch archaeological 
resource management and forms part of a larger study: the development of a method for the pros-
pection, characterization and inspection of archaeological sites and landscapes in the Netherlands, 
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development of chemical prospection methods by Stijn Oonk1 and a state of the art of remote sensing 
techniques by Chris Sueur2. This overall project has been carried out with financial support of the 
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) in the programme Protecting and Deve-
loping the Dutch Archaeological-Historical Landscape (Bodemarchief in Behoud en Ontwikkeling), 
the Amsterdam Archaeological Center of the University of Amsterdam, and the Rijksdienst voor 
Archeologie, Cultuurlandschap en Monument at Amersfoort. 
In the preamble to this program the urgent need for a larger toolbox for archaeological prospection in 
The Netherlands and for the integration of available methods was expressed. The studies that were to 
be conducted within the framework of this program needed to be tailored to be relevant for archaeo-
logical resource management (ARM), rather than having only purely scientific goals. 
For this particular section of the project, many of the field studies that were carried out were inte-
grated into existing archaeological projects, most of which were initiated to investigate the archaeo-
logical record prior to soil disturbing activities. These close encounters with the practical side of 
ARM have helped to focus the results of this study to the target group, i.e. to parties that are looking 
to implement new technology in order to improve the quality of archaeological survey results. 
Readers with an archaeological background could read Chapter 1, as a general introduction, followed 
by Chapter 3, in which the principles behind magnetic methods are explained. Archaeological 
geophysicists would benefit from reading Chapter 1, the general introduction, and Chapter 2, which 
describes the position of geophysical methods in The Netherlands. Chapter 5 and 6 form the core of 
this study, whereas Chapter 7 provides an overview of magnetic anomaly shapes that were recorded in 
the magnetometer surveys, which could be used as reference material for the interpretation of future 
magnetometer survey results. 
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