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Jan Peter Lesschen was born on 8 June 1978 in Oosterhesselen, a small village in the 
province of Drenthe. There he grew up and went to primary school. He finished his 
secondary school (VWO) at the Nieuwe Veste in Coevorden. Then he decided to study 
Soil, Water en Atmosphere at Wageningen University. For his specialisation soil science he 
conducted two thesis researches. In his first thesis he reconstructed and modelled the course 
of the Guadalhorce river during the Pliocene, for which he did fieldwork in South Spain. 
For his second thesis he went to Ecuador where he investigated the influence of soil 
variability for the Tradeoff Analysis Model in the potato area of northern Ecuador. In 
March 2002 he graduated ‘cum laude’ for his Masters degree.  
 
Jan Peter started working as junior researcher at the Laboratory of Soil Science and 
Geology of Wageningen University for a FAO-commissioned study “Scaling soil nutrient 
balances”. After this project he remained working at the Laboratory of Soil Science and 
Geology as assistant lecturer to develop new courses, and as research assistant to develop 
documentation and exercises for the CLUE-S model and to document statistical methods 
for analysing spatial patterns. After these research jobs he decided to go for a PhD degree. 
In April 2004 he started a PhD at the Institute for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics of 
the University of Amsterdam. 
 
His PhD project was part of the RECONDES project (Conditions for restoration and 
mitigation of desertified areas using vegetation), a three year international research project 
funded by the EU. During his PhD he supervised several Master students and contributed to 
a number of Bachelor courses. He also followed the courses of the research school ICG 
(Centre for Geo-ecological research). In 2008 he finished his thesis titled “Multi-scale 
interactions between soil, vegetation and erosion in the context of agricultural land 
abandonment in a semi-arid environment”. Since April 2008 Jan Peter is working as 
researcher at Alterra in Wageningen. There he is involved in projects related to greenhouse 
gas emissions and integrated nitrogen modelling and he is responsible for the MITERRA-
Europe model. Jan Peter is married to Irina and they have a son named Rubén. 


