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I’d like to start by thanking my advisors Paul Lucassen and Marian Jöels, 

without your guidance and support this thesis would not be possible.  

Thanks for tolerating my never-ending requests, long emails, 

overlapping projects, and so much else.   We addressed many challenges 

as the university went through a transformative process; it was really 

great working with you.    

 

I’d also like thank my current UvA colleagues and wish them all the 

best.  In the spirit of the 2012 Olympics I feel that I’m passing the torch 

to a new group of very talented scientists and educators.  Harm, Carlos, 

Anniko, Marijn, Ming, Eva, Sofia, Hui, Wendy, Qian, Rob, Els, Gideon, and 

Chris.  I’ve had a great time working with you, please keep up the good 

work.  Best wishes to the Smidt group, especially Lars van Oerthel for 

recent help with the Leica microscope.   

 

Thanks to SILS-CNS staff, past and present, for lots of laughs from the 

very beginning:  Charlotte, Natasha, Felisa, Tara, Pieter, Henrique, Fleur, 

Claudio, Jadin, and Pascal.  

 

Thanks to my paranimfen, Willem van Weteringen and Gideon Meerhof, 

two guys with remarkable poise and character, thanks for working with 

me in the lab.   

 

Thanks to the UvA staff coordinating my employment in Holland and 

clearing all administrative hurdles. Casper, Marianne, Aly, Bonien, 

Laura, and Maartje.  The IND hasn’t kicked me out of the country yet!  

 

Thanks to the SILS PhD/ Post-doc council, Martijn, Alex, Clemens, 

Femke, Oskar, Fleur, and Jeroen, for coordinating a number of fun 

events, I really enjoyed the challenge of starting a new council at the 

UvA; I learned a lot about the goals students and professors have for the 

university. 

 

Alex McCampbell and Mark Mattson deserve recognition as two highly 

passionate scientists with seemingly unlimited energy.  It’s been a 

privledge to work with you and I’m glad we’ve remained friends, thanks 

for your guidance.    
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I’d really like to thank my family for their love and support.  A special 

thanks to my grandmothers Jane Marlatt and Jacqueline Cavendish for 

all the hand written letters, care packages, and loads of genuine advice.  

Thanks to my mom, dad, sister, aunt, and uncle for making the long 

flight to help me celebrate my graduation, I’m really glad we could do 

this together.   

 

To the wonderful woman in my life Renée, thanks for all your love and 

support.  We’ll take a nice long vacation together after my defense I 

promise! 

 

A special thanks goes out to my amazing network of friends in 

Amsterdam who are always interested in a warm meal or cold beer.  

I’ve enjoyed every football match, BBQ, road trip, never-ending lunch 

thread, windmill meet-up, movie, and spontaneous get-together we’ve 

had.  Wherever I land next, know that my door is always open to you.  

Special thanks to: Ivo, Roberto, Laura, Marta, Luis, Beatriz, Lefteris, 

Onno, Romulo, Domenico, Fleur, Wout, Spiros, Sergios, Priyanka, Martin, 

Iskra, Eszter, Tiago, Henrique, Patricia, Dorien, Jeff, Sandra, Matt, Jesse, 

Brian, and Carly.  You have an equally fun and welcoming group of 

friends on the other side of the Atlantic; you just haven’t met them yet.  
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