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Preface 

 
 
 
 
The remains of monumental sanctuaries catch the eye in Central-Southern Italy, both 
in the areas inhabited by the various ‘Italic’ peoples and in the city of Rome itself. 
Especially in the third and second centuries BC, many cult places were transformed 
into Hellenistic-style temples. Interestingly, this floruit coincides with the Roman 
conquest and incorporation of the entire Italian peninsula. In this study, I have aimed 
to answer questions on both the role of sanctuaries and rituals for the ‘indigenous’ 
Italic peoples in Central-Southern Italy and the Roman impact on religious life in these 
areas. In order to do this, I have drawn upon various kinds of evidence and research 
methods, including architecture, survey archaeology, and historical, epigraphical and 
modern historiographical analysis. 
I would not have been able to pursue this challenge without the support of many 
people. First of all I wish to thank my promotor prof. Marijke Gnade and co-promotor 
prof. Eric Moormann for their encouragement and continuous confidence. They have 
both been, in their different – and complementary – ways, my principal tutors and 
sources of inspiration from the moment I started studying archaeology onwards. While 
giving me the freedom to develop my own line of research, their knowledge, advice 
and most of all their enthusiasm have been invaluable. I wish to especially thank them 
for their readiness to comment upon various parts of this thesis even within urgent 
deadlines – I could always count on them. I also want to express my gratitude to prof. 
Herman Brijder, who supervised my project in the initial phase, for the confidence 
shown and careful reading of parts of the text – and perhaps most of all for enabling 
me to work with him on another ‘sacred landscape’; that of South-Eastern Turkey, at 
the Nemrud Daĝh, which has been a marvelous experience. I am moreover very 
grateful for his invaluable editorial help in the final stage. The many stimulating 
discussions with prof. Emmanuele Curti, especially on the debate on ‘romanisation’, 
and the role of different European traditions within it, were profoundly inspiring, as 
was the opportunity to join in his fieldwork project on the temple of Venus at Pompeii. 
Prof. Peter Attema helped me in an early stage of my project to get insight into 
different field survey strategies that could be suitable for enquiring the ‘sacred 
landscape’, by enabling me to participate in his Pontine project. In the final stage of 
my research, prof. Harm Pinkster has generously shared his linguistic knowledge with 
me, and I wish to thank him warmly for his comments on linguistic and epigraphical 
issues. Prof. Douwe Yntema not only shared his forthcoming work, but gave me also a 
beautiful first edition of Salmon’s Samnium and the Samnites. 
The encounter with Jeremia Pelgrom at the Royal Dutch Institute in Rome in 2003 has 
been pivotal for me: we planned and directed the field survey campaigns around the 
sanctuary of S. Giovanni in Galdo together and we spent a lot of time studying, 
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working, traveling and discussing archaeology and life. He has been an important 
intellectual sparring partner throughout my research. Our innumerable, often intense 
discussions greatly stimulated the theses put forward in this study. Leading people 
from the ‘SLP crew’ moreover include Ellen Thiermann and Jitte Waagen. Ellen has 
not only been invaluable for the project; I thank her for her support during many years 
of my research. I thank Jitte Waagen for his steady cooperation and perfect company 
throughout all field campaigns, especially for the GIS part – but also much more. 
Antonella Lepone’s help has been crucial on various occasions and in various ways; I 
especially enjoyed the endless discussions on ‘alcuni culti’. Jeltsje Stobbe has, from 
the moment I got to know her in Satricum as my trench leader, always remained a 
reference point for me, and I wish to thank her especially for her help with the study of 
the ceramics.  
 
Much of this research has been carried out in Italy. The Soprintendenza per i Beni 
Archeologici del Molise has always shown the greatest interest and willingness to 
cooperate and has facilitated both the field work and the re-study of their excavation 
materials in all possible ways, which has been a great experience. I thank therefore 
profoundly dott.ssa Stefania Capini and dott. Mario Pagano, who respectively have 
been responsible as Soprintendente for our permissions, as well as dott.ssa Valeria 
Ceglia and dott.ssa Cristiana Terzani. In particular, I am thankful to dott.ssa Angela di 
Niro, responsible for the excavations of the sanctuary of S. Giovanni in Galdo and our 
principal contact person at the Soprintendenza, for her continuous support and 
generosity in sharing both ideas and data, and I am glad that our pleasant cooperation 
has led to a new shared project in Rotello and Larino, enabling us to continue working 
together. Moreover, this fieldwork could not have been done without the support of the 
Comune of S. Giovanni in Galdo, and I am greatly indebted to the Sindaco Mr. 
Eugenio Fiorilli for providing housing for the research groups on several occasions. 
Furthermore, I wish to express my gratitude to all inhabitants of S. Giovanni in Galdo 
and especially the owners of the fields we investigated, who have remained 
surprisingly friendly, welcoming and informative when confronted with groups of 
students trampling their lands, heartily giving us oil, wine and fruits from their lands. 
 
The research was funded by the Institute of Culture and History, Faculty of 
Humanities, of the University of Amsterdam (ICG), and I am particularly grateful to 
Paul Koopman. The field projects were funded mainly with grants from the 
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO), and additionally by the ICG, 
Leiden University, the Stichting Philologisch Studiefonds Utrecht, and Mrs. A.M. 
Kalmeijer. The Royal Dutch Institute in Rome (KNIR) has facilitated my research 
project greatly; several grants from the Institute enabled me to work over longer 
periods in the libraries of Rome, and to present the results to an international audience 
on various occasions. Special thanks to the respective directors of Ancient Studies, dr. 
Nathalie de Haan and dr. Gert-Jan Burgers, as well as to Ivana Bolognese, Mohammed 
Boukasse, Sandra Buffoni, Angelo Coccarelli, Fernando Maggi, and Janet Mente. 
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Also, I wish to express my appreciation to the staff of the Deutsches Archäologisches 
Institut Rom, the British School at Rome, and the École française de Rome, as well as 
the Istituto Regionale per gli Studi del Molise at Campobasso. 
 
Working in Italy has put me into contact with many dear Italian colleagues, from 
whose expert knowledge and generous cooperation I have profited immensely in 
personal discussions, presentations and exchange lectures. Besides those already 
mentioned, I wish to thank especially prof. Gianfranco de Benedittis, prof. Alessandro 
Naso, prof. Massimo Osanna, prof. Maria Josè Strazzulla, and prof. Gianluca 
Tagliamonte. In the field surveys, many people have been involved. The cooperation 
of Michele Roccia in the initial phase of the project has been very important, and I 
would like to thank him for sharing his knowledge of the local archaeology as well as 
Buddhism... The teams we have worked with were wonderful; I thank Antonio 
Bruscella, Vanessa D’Orazio, Sandra Fatica, Miko Flohr, Michele Fratino, Marie-
Catherine Houkes, Rogier Kalkers, Martijn Kalkwarf, Karel-Jan Kerckhaert, Francesca 
Laera, Debora Lagatta, Antonella Lepone, Muriel Louwaard, Antje van Oosten, Bruno 
Sardella, Laura Stek, Barbara Valiante, Jolande Vos, Heleen de Vries, Jeroen 
Weterings, and Neelson Witte. During the study of the excavation materials, Anneke 
Dekker, Laura Hoff, Francesca Laera, Alma Reijling, Ilona Steijven, and Alessandra 
Zaccardi made up a formidable team. I am furthermore extremely grateful to Fulvio 
Coletti for his invaluable advice with regard to the black gloss ceramics. 
 
Precious comments upon parts of the texts were given by Jeremia Pelgrom and 
Benjamin Rous, who read most of the manuscript, as well as by Antonella Lepone, 
Jeltsje Stobbe, Ellen Thiermann, Nicola Tien, Jetze Touber, Anne Versloot, and my 
parents. I thank Lisa Becking and Laura Stek for their help with several papers. Jitte 
Waagen produced the digital illustrations (the GIS part in Chapter 5) whereas René 
Reijnen took care of most of the maps and line illustrations: I wish to express my 
profound gratitude. The English text was patiently corrected by Heather van Tress. My 
colleagues in Amsterdam and Nijmegen – too many to list here – provided a both 
pleasant and stimulating atmosphere, and I hope I will be able to continue working 
with you all. I should also like to thank my students for many discussions, and the 
inspiration given. 
Finally, I would like to thank my loving family and dear friends, who have supported 
me morally and practically throughout the last years, which has been very important 
for me. My parents have been tremendously caring; my grandparents helped me 
moreover in different practical ways, and my sister Laura accompanied me through all 
different situations. My grandparents, Heleen de Vries and Trudi Hoekert have raised 
my first interest in history; I feel I am greatly indebted to them. My lovely Nicola has 
coached and supported me wonderfully, even making me forget about my work at 
times: I thank you profoundly for your loving encouragement! During the last months, 
it has been great writing at night with next to me, in her cradle, our newborn daughter 
Filippa making sweet noises. I feel she really helped finishing this thesis. 


